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Education  Office, 

Montreal,  2bth  July^  1858. 

TO  THE  HONORABLE  THE  PROVINCIAL  SECRETARY. 

Sir, — I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  my  third  Annual  Report  on  the 
state  of  Public  Instruction  in  Lower  Canada. 

The  results  which  have  followed  the  establishment  of  the  new  Normal 
schools  being  of  a nature  to  excite  a strong  interest  in  the  minds  of  all  persons 
who  care  for  education,  I purpose  to  detail,  in  the  first  part  of  this  Report,  the 
organisation  and  present  condition  of  these  schools.  In  the  second  part,  I shall 
give  a comprehensive  summary  of  facts  as  shown  by  the  statistical  tables  of  1857. 
In  the  third,  I shall  refer  to  the  improvements,  the  necessity  of  which  I 
alluded  to  in  my  last  year’s  report,  but  which  I have  unfortunately  been  unable 
to  carry  out,  as  well  as  others,  the  importance  of  which  has  been  shown  me 
by  this  year’s  experience. 

1.  Of  Normal  Schools, 

In  Appendix  C,  will  be  found  the  Reports  of  the  Directors  of  each  of  these 
Institutions,  and,  in  Appendix  A,  the  Statistics  which  they  have  collected,  in 
accordance  with  the  forms  used  in  the  reports  of  Colleges  and  Academies. 

The  Jacques  Cartier  and  McGill  Normal  Schools,  opened  on  the  3rd  March 
1857,  have,  up  to  the  date  of  this  Report,  held  two  sessions  ; the  first  ended  on 
the  15th  July  1857,  and  the  second  commenced  on  the  15th  September  of  the 
same  year,  and  has  just  terminated  on  the  15th  of  the  present  month.  The  Laval 
Normal  School,  inaugurated  on  the  12th  May  1857,  closed  on  the  15th  July, 
and  this  short  term  cannot  be  considered  as  a session.  It  may  therefore  be  said 
that  this  school  held  its  first  session,  from  the  15th  September  1857,  to  the  15lh 
July  1858. 

In  the  McGill  Normal  school,  instruction  is  given  simultaneously  to  pupils 
of  both  sexes  ; but  there  are  two  separate  model  schools,  and  an  infant  school 
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has  been  lately  added.  In  the  Laval  and  Jacques  Cartier  Normal  schools,  where 
the  boarding  system  has  been  adopted,  it  is  evident  that  it  is  necessary  also,  as 
is  done  in  all  catholic  institutions,  to  separate  the  pupils  of  the  two  sexes.  On 
the  15th  September  1857,  the  boarding  Department  for  female  pupil  teachers  of 
the  Laval  Normal  school  was  opened,  and  placed  under  the  control  of  the 
Ursuline  Ladies  of  Quebec,  and  the  day-school  of  the  Ursuline  Convent  has 
been  converted  into  the  model  school,  in  connection  with  this  normal  school. 
The  lessons,  with  the  exception  of  drawing,  music,  embroidery  and  English,  are 
given  by  the  professors  of  the  Normal  school. 

As  for  the  Jacques-Cartier  Normal  school,  I have  hitherto  been  unable  to 
take  steps  similar  to  those  which  have  been  so  successful  at  Quebec  ; and  I con- 
sidered it  necessary  moreover  to  defer  taking  them,  when  I was  convinced  that 
the  pecuniary  resources  placed  at  my  disposal  would  not  suffice  to  keep  up  two 
boarding  establishments  in  each  of  these  schools,  from  the  fact  that  the  Laval 
Normal  school,  already  in  debt  to  the  amount  of  £50,  on  the  1st  January  1858, 
has  found  this  debt  increase  constantly  ever  since.  Satisfied  that  the  Legislature 
would  have  at  heart  the  continuance  of  the  work  thus  commenced,  and  especi- 
ally that  they  would  not  leave  the  large  and  populous  district  of  Montreal 
without  the  advantages  possessed  by  that  of  Quebec  in  this  respect,  I have 
thought  it  necessary  to  defer  the  organisation  of  a boarding  department  for 
female  pupil  teachers  at  the  Jacques  Cartier  Normal  school,  until  the  grant  to 
normal  schools  shall  have  been  increased.  This  measure  seems  to  be  the  more 
pressing,  from  the  fact  that  the  results  which  have  followed  its  adoption  in  the 
McGill  and  Laval  schools,  have  been,  so  far  as  the  pupils  are  concerned,  most 
completely  successful.  In  each  of  these  schools,  they  greatly  exceed  in  number 
the  male  pupil  teachers ; in  the  McGill  school,  they  are  even  in  the  proportion  of 
nine  to  one.  Mr.  Langevin  says,  speaking  of  the  first  division  of  female  pupil- 
teachers  at  his  school : “ This  first  division  was  certainly  composed  of  the  most 
talented  pupils  in  the  whole  institution  ; and  they  have  accordingly  made  won- 
derful progress,  especially  in  grammar  and  arithmetic.”  besides,  it  is  a well 
known  fact,  that  we  may  always  rely  more  upon  female,  than  upon  male  teachers, 
to  impart  elementary  instruction  in  our  country  districts.  They  alone  are  com- 
petent to  direct  the  infant  schools,  they  alone  are  permitted  by  ecclesiastical  au- 
thority to  conduct  mixed  schools  of  boys  and  girls  ; and  in  fact  the  total  number 
of  them  is  1850,  while  the  male  teachers  only  amount  to  902.  I am  well  aware 
that  they  are  not  competent  to  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  teacher,  and  that 
the  preference  given  over  male  teachers,  in  certain  municipalities,  to  females  tea- 
chers, even  but  little  qualified,  a preference  arising  chiefly  from  the  difficulty  of 
having  separate  schools  for  boys,  and  from  the  lowness  of  the  salary  with  which 
females  are  usually  satisfied,  is  one  of  the  most  evident  causes  of  the  slight  pro- 
gress of  education  in  this  country  ; however  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  that  things 
can  change  with  very  great  rapidity ; and  at  all  events,  if  it  was  important  to 
ensure  good  male  teachers  to  school  municipalities,  as  we  have  done,  it  is  dou- 
bly necessary,  in  this  respect,  to  provide  good  female  teachers,  since  in  many 
places,  they  are  charged  with  the  education  of  children  of  both  sexes. 

The  results  of  the  Normal  schools  have  hitherto  greatly  surpassed  anything 
that  was  to  be  expected.  The  number  of  pupils,  their  general  success,  and  the 
number  of  those  already  engaged  in  teaching,  ought  to  dispel  every  fear  hither- 
to entertained  on  these  subjects.  The  youth  of  the  country  have  responded  to 
the  appeal  made  to  them  ; a great  number  of  young  men  and  women,  most  of 
whom  have  shown  a real  aptitude  and  a great  talent  for  teaching,  have  had  the 
courage  to  undertake  special  studies  placed  within  their  reach.  If  the  work 
should  subsequently  I'ail,  it  must  be  due  to  the  apathy  of  the  public,  and  because 
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the  various  local  authorities,  or  rather  the  fathers  of  families,  who  by  the  present 
system  have  the  power  of  controlling  these  authorities,  will  not  have  known  how 
to  appreciate  so  important  an  institution,  and  to  distinguish  between  the  real  ser- 
vice, which  may  be  rendered  by  teachers  prepared  carefully  for  that  position, 
and  the  unproductive  attempts  of  most  of  those  who  assume  it,  without  any  spe- 
cial preparation,  and  most  frequently  without  the  necessary  inclination,  know- 
ledge, or  aptitude. 

The  salaries  hitherto  obtained  by  some  of  the  pupils  of  the  normal  schools 
shew  that  certain  municipalities  have  already  understood  all  the  importance  of 
taking  the  initiative  in  this  grand  movement,  which  alone  can  extricate  our 
schools  from  the  inferior  position  which  they  have  held  for  so  long  a time,  and 
by  that  means  rescue  our  children  from  ignorance. 

The  following  municipalities  were  the  first  who  distinguished  themselves 
for  their  zeal  and  liberality,  in  procuring  teachers  from  the  normal  schools,  and 
ensuring  to  them  a reasonable  remuneration.  They  are  those  of  Laprairie, 
Sault  aux  Recollets,  Ste.  Philomene,  St.  Hermas,  St.  Placide,  Sle.  Scholastique^ 
St.  Constant,  and  the  Iroquois  Village  of  Caughnawaga  in  the  District  of  Mont- 
real. The  Municipalities  of  Stanfold  in  the  District  of  Three  Rivers,  and 
St.  Nicolas  in  the  District  of  Quebec,  have  also  procured  the  services  of  two 
pupils  from  the  Laval  normal  school. 

Let  men  of  intelligence  and  education  unite  in  each  locality ; let  them 
explain  to  rate-payers  that  mistaken  economy  is  in  this,  as  in  every  thing  else, 
real  extravagance  ; that  it  is  better  to  pay  much  and  receive  much,  than  to  pay 
little  and  receive  literally  nothing : if  this  were  done,  we  are  certain  that  all 
would  imitate  the  liberality  of  the  school  municipalities  which  we  have  just 
named,  and  the  young  pupils  of  our  normal  schools  would  soon  find,  in  re- 
munerative employment,  a just  recompense  for  the  efforts  and  sacrifices  which 
they  have  made.  Let  the  friends  of  education  say  to  themselves  : the  whole 
question  of  public  instruction  in  Lower  Canada  rests,  correctly  speaking,  on  the 
success  or  failure  of  the  normal  schools,  which  itself  is  included  in  the  following 
question:  will  the  school  municipalities  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
afforded  them  of  procuring  good  teachers  ? 

The  'Inspectors  of  schools  in  their  reports,  and  the  Principal  of  the  Laval 
Normal  school,  suggest  moreover,  that  a stop  should  be  put  to  the  unjust  compe- 
tition of  male  and  female  teachers  admitted  to  that  office  with  such  deplorable,  I 
might  say,  such  culpable  facility  by  the  Boards  of  Examiners  ; that  the  pupils  of 
the  normal  schools  should  be  allowed  some  particular  privileges  ; that  the  munici- 
palities who  persist  in  retaining  teachers  who  are  not  provided  with  any  description 
of  diploma,  should  be  deprived  of  their  share  of  the  grant;  andifinally  minimum 

of  salary  should  be  fixed,  subject  to  no  reduction  in  any  case.  Without  entering  at 
present  into  a detailed  examination  of  these  suggestions,!  may  say,  that  in  every  case 
where  its  influence  could  be  brought  to  bear,  theDepartment  has  always  taken  action 
in  accordance  with  them.  The  time  may  have  perhaps  arrived,  when  it  is  well  to 
have  recourse  to  a description  of  severity  which  a few  years  ago  would  have 
hopelessly  compromised  the  cause  of  popular  education  ; but  it  would  be  a 
thousand  times  better,  we  admit,  to  obtain  from  the  good  sense  of  the  public  and 
the  zealous  co-operation  of  the  friends  of  education,  an  indispensable  improve- 
ment, which  in  any  case  must  be  shortly  obtained,  cost  what  it  may.  Otherwise 
we  must  resign  ourselves  to  seeing  the  most  sad  of  all  sights,  that  of  thousands  of 
children  entrusted  at  great  expense  to  unworthy  and  incapable  hands ; while 
those  who  have  been  at  great  expense  prepared  to  teach,  will  be  compelled  to 
engage  in  other  ways  of  life,  certainly  less  honorable,  sometimes  ruinous,  though 
more  immediately  lucrative,  or  at  least  apparently  so. 
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Persuaded  that  the  merit  of  the  pupils,  whom  they  shall  have  educated 
must  finally  prevail,  and  that  apathy  and  even  opposition  must  yield  before  the 
evidence  of  the  results  obtained,  the  Directors  of  the  Normal  schools  have,  with 
my  entire  approbation,  promptly  removed  every  individual  whose  bad  conduct 
might  at  a later  period  injure  the  reputation  of  their  establishments.  By  this 
wise  severity  they  have  given  the  most  certain  pledge  for  the  good  moral  conduct 
and  capability  of  the  pupils  who  have  received  the  diplomas  of  the  school,  and  to 
their  diploma  the  highest  value.  This  strictness  joined  to  other  circumstances, 
which  are  explained  in  the  reports  of  the  Directors,  has  caused  a considerable  re- 
duction in  the  number  of  pupils  at  the  end  of  each  session. 

The  following  table  will  give  the  statistics  of  pupils  in  the  three  schools, 
and  it  will  be  remarked  that  they  are  very  nearly  alike  in  each  of  them  ; the  Laval 
Normal  school  however  being  the  one  from  which  the  smallest  number  of  pupils 
have  departed  without  a diploma. 


No.  of  pupils 
who  have  enter- 
ed from  the 
opening  of  the 
school  to  16th 
July  1858. 

No.  of  pupils 
who  have  left 
without  di- 
plomas. 

No.  of  pupils 
who  have  left 
after  having 
obtained  a 
diploma. 

No.  of  pupils 
desiring  to  con- 
tinue their 
studies  after 
having  obtained 
a diploma. 

No.  of  pupils 
who,  not  having 
obtained  a di- 
ploma are  per- 
mitted to  con- 
tinue their 
studies. 

Jacques-C  artier  Normal 
School 

57 

24 

14 

10 

9 

McGill  Normal  School. . 

90 

30 

34 

13 

13 

Laval  Normal  School . . 

77 

18 

17 

2 

40 

Total 

224 

72 

65 

25 

62 

It  will  be  seen  that  a considerable  number  of  pupils  who  have  received  a 
diploma  for  an  elementary  school  desire  to  continue  their  studies  in  order  to 
obtain  the  model  school  or  primary  superior  school  diploma.  One  of  the  most 
talented  pupils  of  the  Jacques  Cartier  Normal  school,  Mr.  Dostaler,  who  had  not 
a fellowship,  after  having  obtained  the  diploma  for  a primary  superior  school, 
even  requested  leave  to  study  a third  year,  which  has  been  granted. 

Of  the  65  pupils  who  left  after  having  obtained  diplomas  40,  that  is,  all  those 
of  the  first  session,  and  some  of  those  of  the  second  session,  are  at  the  present  lime 
engaged  in  teaching.  The  remainder  without  exception  are  disposed  to  do  the 
same,  if  a reasonable  remuneration  is  offered  them  ; and  I was  the  first  to  advise 
them  to  decline  any  offer  which  was  not  equivalent  to  their  merit.  Already 
however,  several  pupils  who  have  just  left,  have  been  engaged,  as  I have  stated 
above,  at  salaries  varying  from  £75  to  £100. 

The  total  number  of  diplomas  hitherto  granted  is  100;  this  number  is 
higher  than  that  which  appears  in  the  above  table,  because  several  pupils  have 
received  the  elementary  school  diploma  in  the  first  session,  and  that  of  the  model 
school  in  the  second.  In  all,  35  model  school,  and  65  elementary  school  diplo- 
mas were  granted. 

Among  the  number  of  pupils  who  have  left  without  diplomas,  are  included 
several  young  persons,  who  were  compelled  by  diseases  previously  contracted, 
to  abandon  their  studies.  Death,  which  always  takes  its  share  of  everything  in 
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this  world,  has  not  spared  these  young  institutions.  The  Jacques  Cartier  nor- 
mal school  lost  one  of  its  most  estimable  pupils  in  every  respect,  Mr.  Joseph 
Dalcourt,  and  the  Laval  normal  school  lost  one  of  its  most  talented  pupils  in 
Miss  Eliza  Letourneau. 

It  is  easy  to  see  by  the  reports  of  the  Directors  that  they  have  devoted  their 
whole  attention  to  discover  and  remove  the  obstacles  which  obstruct  the  progress 
of  their  respective  establishments.  The  difficulty  of  maintaining  discipline  with 
a small  staff  of  masters,  the  multiplicity  of  duties  which  fall  to  the  share  of  the 
Principal,  who  is  charged  with  the  superintendence  of  the  boarding  department, 
the  teaching  of  a vast  number  of  subjects,  the  direction  of  the  model  schools,  the 
accounts,  the  correspondence,  and  a host  of  details  of  which  no  idea  can 
be  formed,  details  which,  in  other  establishments,  are  divided  among  three  or 
four  officers  who  take  no  part  in  the  teaching ; all  these  became,  in  the  Laval 
and  Jacques  Cartier  normal  schools,  especially  in  the  former,  serious  difficulties 
to  be  surmounted.  Another  difficulty  to  be  overcome  in  these  schools,  arises  from 
the  teaching  of  both  languages,  of  which  one  alone,  the  French,  from  the  multi- 
plicity of  rules  and  exceptions  contained  in  the  grammar,  requires  a long  course 
of  study,  to  be  thoroughly  acquired,  even  by  those  who  have  learned  it  from  the 
cradle. 

Had  we  had  but  this  reason  for  fixing  at  two  years  the  normal  course,  which, 
in  Upper  Canada  includes  only  two  sessions  of  five  months  each,  it  would  have 
been  amply  sufficient  to  justify  us  for  so  doing.  Moreover,  for  the  same  reason, 
it  has  been  impossible  to  complete  the  programme  of  subjects  to  be  taught.  This 
can  be  done  only  by  degrees  and  as  the  progress  of  public  instruction  in  the  country, 
and  the  success  of  the  normal  schools  themselves,  bring  to  them  better  instructed 
pupils.  However  it  is  easy  to  see,  by  consulting  the  statistical  tables  (1)  that 
the  list  is  already  very  varied  and  extensive.  All  the  pupils,  without  distinction, 
in  the  three  schools  have  learned  arithmetic  in  all  its  branches,  English  and 
French  grammar,  the  principles  of  literature  and  literary  composition,  geography, 
the  elements  of  religious  instruction,  and  the  principles  of  teaching,  as  well  in  a 
particular  course,  as  in  their  application  to  each  of  these  branches  of  study.  At 
the  McGill  normal  school,  mental  arithmetic,  book  keeping,  algebra,  geometry, 
physics,  and  natural  history,  have  been  imparted  to  all  the  pupils.  Up  to  the 
present  time,34  pupils  of  the  Jacques  Cartier  normal  school,  and  63  of  the  Laval  nor- 
mal school,  have  been  instructed  in  mental  arithmetic  ; 24  in  the  former,  and  28  in 
the  latter,  have  learned  book-keeping;  7 in  the  former  and  16  in  the  latter  have 
learned  algebra  ; 6 in  the  former  and  16  in  the  latter  have  learned  geometry  ; 6 in 
the  Jacques  Cartier  normal  school,  20  in  the  McGill  normal  school,  and  16  in  the 
Laval  normal  school  have  learned  trigonometry ; 7 in  the  Jacques  Cartier  normal 
school,  and  28  at  the  Laval  normal  school,  have  studied  physics ; 20  pupils  at  the 
McGill  normal  school  have  studied  astronomy  ; 6 at  the  Jacques  Cartier  normal 
school,  and  20  at  the  McGill  normal  school  have  studied  chemistry  ; and  finally  6 
at  the  Jacques  Cartier  normal  school,  and  28  at  the  Laval  normal  school,  have 
received  lessons  in  natural  history.  It  will  be  seen  by  this,  that  the  study  of  the 
higher  sciences  has  been  pushed  as  far  as  possible  in  institutions  of  this  kind,  while 
still  in  their  infancy.  Sacred  history  andthe  history  of  Canada  have  been  taught  at 
all  three  of  the  schools ; ancient  history  and  the  history  of  England  at  the  McGill 
school,  and  the  history  of  France  and  general  history  at  the  Jacques  Cartier 
school.  Lessons  in  theoretical  agriculture  have  been  given  at  the  McGill  school. 


(1)  Whenever  the  statistical  tables  are  consulted,  it  would  be  well  also  to  glance  at  the  errata  at  the 
€nd  of  the  volume. 
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and  lessons  in  botanical  and  practical  horticulture  at  the  Laval  school.  Linear 
drawing  and  vocal  music  have  been  taught  to  all  the  pupils  of  the  three  schools  ; 
drawing  and  instrumental  music  have  also  been  studied  with  success  by  a great 
number  of  pupils  in  each  of  them.  Some  of  the  drawing  books  of  the  female 
pupils  of  the  McGill  and  Laval  schools  give  evidence  of  really  remarkable 
progress.  ^ 

At  the  Jacques  Cartier  normal  school,  a complete  gymnasium  has  not  only 
furnished  all  the  pupils  with  an  opportunity  of  taking  salutary  exercise,  but  has 
also  qualified  them  lo  spread  throughout  the  country  a taste  for  physical  education. 
There  have  also  been  established  in  this  school  public  courses  of  lectures,  attended 
by  the  youth  of  Montreal  with  tolerable  regularity.  These  have  enabled  the  pupils 
to  accustom  themselves  to  public  speaking,  by  reading  before  the  audience,  their 
notes  or  reports  of  the  lectures  {leurs  comptes-rendus).  Tolerably  complete  cabinets 
of  apparatus  for  the  exemplification  of  physical  science  (though  of  course  the 
strictest  economy  has  been  observed  in  collecting  them),  have  been  provided  for 
each  school ; and  the  pupils  at  several  public  exhibitions  have  shown  consider- 
able skill  in  experiments  and  demonstrations.  As  soon  as  the  means  placed 
at  my  disposal  will  permit,  it  would  be  well  to  add  thereto  a small  museum 
of  natural  history.  For  the  present,  plates,  tables,  and  a few  specimens  have 
given  the  means  of  imparting  to  the  pupils  certain  elementary  and  indispensable 
ideas  on  the  subject. 

The  three  institutions  are  alike  furnished  with  maps,  globes,  orreries, 
black  boards,  boards  for  object-lessons,  etc.  The  McGill  and  Laval  schools 
will  require  more  extensive  libraries  than  they  at  present  possess.  Although 
that  of  the  Jacques  Cartier  school  is  also  limited,  the  pupils  have  access,  under 
certain  restrictions,  to  the  library  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  which 
is  in  the  same  building.  This  collection,  which  is  also  open  to  the  professors  of 
the  other  normal  schools,  to  the  officers  of  the  Department,  and  indeed  to  all 
persons  who  are  engaged  in  serious  study,  now  amounts  to  over  3000  volumes, 
thanks,  in  a great  measure,  to  the  various  donations  which  I have  received. 

It  is  much  to  be  desired  that  appropriate  buildings  for  the  Laval  and  Jacques 
Cartier  schools  should  be  erected  as  speedily  as  possible.  The  McGill  school  is 
perfectly  settled  in  the  old  High-School,  which  has  been  repaired  with  all  possible 
care,  and  the  spacious  apartments  which  are  destined  for  the  model-schools  give  to 
this]  nstitution  an  important  source  of  revenue.  Besides  the  boarding  depart- 
ment for  boys  in_^the  two  other  schools  being  much  too  confined  in  the  old  buildings 
which  they  occupy,  the  halls  of  the  model-school  can  accommodate  but  a very 
limited  number  of  pupils,  whilst  hundreds  of  children,  whose  parents  are  in 
circumstances  to  pay  the  monthly  charge,  have  applied  for  admission. 

At  the  end  of  Appendix  B,  will  be  found  a statement  of  the  revenue  and 
expenditure  of  the  three  schools.  The  balance  in  hand,  of  £780  of  the  grant,  on 
the  31st  December  1857,  will  certainly  be  absorbed  by  the  excess  of  the  expen- 
diture over  the  revenue  for  the  year  1858. 

I frequently  visited  these  important  institutions  of  which  I predict  so  much  good, 
and  I have  had  great  reason  to  congratulate  myself  on  my  relations  of  duty  with 
the  Directors  and  Professors.  Amongst  all,  I found  at  each  visit  that  there  had  been 
remarkable  progress,  great  attention  to  general  orders,  and  to  the  rules  w^^hich  were 
published  in  my  report  of  last  year,  and  among  the  pupils  that  good  bearing  and 
spirit,  which  are  the  evident  signs  of  success.  The  labors  of  the  directors,  their 
zeal,  their  almost  superhuman  exertions,  cannot  be  too  highly  praised.  The  Laval 
school,  towards  the  end  of  the  school  year,  was  deprived  of  its  worthy  Principal 
Mgr.  Horan,  who  was  appointed  Bishop  of  Kingston.  His  able  successor  Mr. 
Langevin,  in  his  report,  renders  a tribute  to  the  devotion  and  energetic  spirit  of 
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enterprise  of  this  distinguished  prelate,  which  only  goes  to  confirm  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  the  vast  districts  to  which  he  has  rendered  the  most  important  services. 

To  recapitulate  : the  new  normal  schools  are  evidently  in  a way  to  achieve 
all  the  good  which  was  expected  from  them ; provided  that,  on  the  one 
hand,  the  school  municipalities  appreciate  the  fruit  of  their  labor  in  the  manner 
which  I have  indicated,  and  on  the  other,  the  Legislature  do  not  refuse  them 
the  pecuniary  means  necessary  for  their  developement.  Should  either  of  these 
conditions  fail  to  be  fulfilled,  we  must  despair  of  the  cause  of  public  instruction 
in  Lower  Canada.  All  parts  of  the  country,  however,  have  proved  in  the  most 
satisfactory  manner  that  they  understand  the  importance  of  these  new  institutions  ; 
for  I must  not  forget  to  mention  in  conclusion,  that  nearly  all  the  counties  in 
Lower  Canada,  even  the  most  distant,  have  been  represented  in  the  normal 
schools  by  pupils,  some  of  whom  have  even  been  sent  thither  by  the  generous 
assistance  of  friends  of  education  in  certain  localities. 

2d.  Statistics  of  the  year  1857. 

Numerical  progress  in  all  that  concerns  education  has  been  pretty  well  sus- 
tained, not  however  without  the  fluctuations  which  are  always  observed  in  all 
statistics  conscientiously  collected  and  published.  The  increase  in  the  number  of 
pupils  attending  all  descriptions  of  institutions  is  not  considerable  compared 
with  that  of  the  year  1856  over  the  year  1855.  The  increase  of  1856  over  1855 
was  15083  while  that  of  the  year  1855  over  the  year  1854  was  only  8325.  The 
straitened  circumstances  in  which  a great  part  of  the  population  were  situated 
in  1857  should  cause  us  to  accept  the  increase  of  6537  as  satisfactory.  The 
same  remark  applies  with  more  force  to  the  contributions,  and  I explained  in  my 
last  report  (page  23)  that  the  extraordinary  increase  of  last  year  was  to  a great 
extent  only  apparent,  on  account  of  the  imperfections  in  the  statistical  returns  of 
former  years.  Moreover  it  was  the  first  year  that  the  municipalities  had  a right 
to  impose  a tax  to  the  extent  of  double  the  grant,  and  it  was  also  the  first  occa- 
sion, on  which  the  levying  of  the  monthly  dues  was  insisted  upon.  The  follow- 
ing little  table  shows  a continuous  and  truly  remarkable  increase  during  the 
last  four  years. 


1853. 

1854. 

1855. 

1856. 

o 

00 

rH 

Increase  over 
1856. 

Increase  over 
1855. 

Increase  over 
1854. 

Increase  over 
1853. 

Institutions  . . . 

2352 

2'795 

2869 

2919 

2946 

27 

77 

151 

594 

Pupils 

108284 

119’?33 

127058 

142141 

148798 

6557 

21740 

29065 

40514 

Contributions  . 

£41462 

£59508 

£62284 

£101691 

£106052 

£4364 

£43768 

£46544 

£64590 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  increase,  from  1853  to  1857,  in  the  number  of 
institutions,  has  been  25*21  percent ; in  the  number  of  pupils,  37*41  percent ; and 
in  the  amount  of  contributions,  155  70  per  cent. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  learning  each  of  the  most  important  of 
those  branches  which  belong  to  elementary  education,  might  give  rise  to 
the  same  observations.  The  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  learning  history 
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is  the  greatest  (8567)  ; while  that  of  1856,  over  1855,  was  only  2060.  This  is 
owing  principally  to  the  fact  that  public  attention  has  been  powerfully  directed 
to  the  importance  of  the  study  of  the  history  of  Canada,  and  the  publication 
of  an  abridgment  of  Mr.  Garneau’s  history  has  greatly  contributed  to  cause  this 
movement.  The  following  table  includes  all  classes  of  institutions,  with  the 
exception  of  a part  of  the  independent  schools,  concerning  which  no  information, 
except  the  approximate  number  of  the  pupils  attending  them,  could  be  obtained. 


1853. 

1854. 

1855. 

1856. 

1857. 

Increase  over 
1856. 
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Ol 
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Increase  over 
1854. 

Increase  over 
1 1853. 

Pupils  reading  well 

2Y367 

32861 

43407 

46940 

48833 

1893 

5426 

15972 

21466 

Pupils  writing 

50072 

47014 

58033 

60086 

61943 

1857 

3910 

14929 

11871 

Learn’g  simple  Arithmetic. 

18281 

22897 

30631 

48359 

52845 

4486 

22214 

29948 

34564 

" compound  “ .. 

12448 

18073 

22586 

23431 

26643 

3212 

4057 

8570 

14195 

Rook-keeping 

799 

1976 

5012 

5500 

488 

3624 

4801 

5500 

Geography 

12185 

13826 

17700 

30134 

33606 

3472 

15906 

19780 

21421 

History 

6738 

11486 

15520 

17580 

26147 

8567 

10625 

14661 

19409 

Preneh  Grammar  

15353 

17852 

23260 

39328 

39067 

15807 

21215 

23714 

English  “ 

7066 

7097 

9004 

11824 

12074 

250 

3070 

4977 

5008 

Parsing 

4412 

9283 

16439 

26310 

340^4 

7754 

17625 

24781 

29652 

I did  not  consider  it  necessary  to  publish  at  length  this  year  the  return  of 
children  made  by  the  secretary-treasurers. 

A summary  of  this  return  would  give  a total  of  236,855  children  between 
five  and  sixteen  years  of  age, "of  which  number  124,857  attended  the  schools.  In 

1856  the  former  amounted  to  229,216,  and  the  latter  to  121,755.  The  observations 
which  I made  in  my  last  report  on  the  lowness  of  these  numbers  are  equally 
applicable  to  the  reports  of  the  present  year;  I will  leave  the  making  of  approxi- 
mate calculations,  such  as  I gave  in  my  last  year’s  report,  to  such  of  my  readers, 
as  are  disposed  to  examine  this  subject  more  minutely.  According  to  these  cal- 
culations, the  real  number  of  children  between  five  and  sixteen  years  of  age  in 

1857  would  be  about  308,000.  A rather  remarkable  fact  is  that  of  150,927  chil- 
dren between  the  ages  of  seven  and  fourteen  years  95,869  attended  the  schools ; 
this  gives  a proportion  of  63-51  per  cent  on  the  total  number  of  children  compell- 
ed by  law  to  attend  the  common  schools  and  to  pay  the  monthly  contributions. 
To  this  must  be  added  a great  number  of  pupils  attending  superior  educational 
establishments  not  within  the  limits  of  their  respective  municipalities,  who  are 
not  included  in  this  table.  Another  fact  not  less  worthy  of  remark  is,  that  of 
64682  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  seven  years,22030  attended  the  schools, 
which  is  a large  proportion  for  that  age,  and  shows  a great  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  parents  to  send  their  children  to  school  at  an  early  age ; but  the  mis- 
fortune is  that  they  do  not  allow  them  to  remain  there  long  enough,  and  do  not 
send  them  with  sufficient  regularity,  a fact  which  has  been  noticed  by  all  the 
inspectors  in  their  reports. 


11 


Here  again  however  the  same  remark,  with  reference  to  the  probable  incor- 
rectness of  the  numbers  in  the  return  is  to  be  made. 

Table  B in  Appendix  A,  shows,  as  in  last  year’s  report,  remarkable  instances 
of  liberality  on  the  part  of  a great  number  of  school  municipalities.  The  total 
amount  of  supplementary  assessments  on  real  estate,  and  of  special  assessments, 
over  and  above  the  compulsory  assessment,  was  £19,697,  the  preceding  year  it 
was  £23,474,  thus  showing  a diminution  of  £3777  ; the  amount  of  the  school 
rates  or  monthly  fees,  is  £52,150  ; in  the  preceding  year  it  was  £43372  ; increase, 
£8788;  and  lastly  the  amount  of  the  tax  for  building  and  repairing  school 
houses  is  £5732,  while  in  1856  it  amounted  to  £6373  showing  a decrease  of  £641. 

The  diminution  in  the  additional  taxes  is  easijy  to  be  accounted  for,  by  the 
fact,  that  the  greater  part  of  them  were  destined  to  pay  off  old  debts,  and  by  the 
increase  in  the  monthly  fees,  which  is,  as  may  be  seen  above,  very  consider- 
able. 

There  are  four  districts  of  inspection  which  show  a diminution  in  the  total 
amount  of  contributions  ; these  are:  1st.  That  of  Mr.  Parmelee,  consisting  of  the 
counties  of  Missisquoi,  Brome,  Shefford,  and  part  of  Iberville,  where  the  amount 
levied  in  1856,  was  £5728,  in  1857,  only  £5326, — decrease  £402.  2d.  That  of  Mr. 
Bourgeois,  containing  the  counties  of  Drummond,  Bagot  and  Arthabaska;  here 
the,  taxes,  in  1856,  amounted  to  £1320  ; and,  in  1857,  to  but  £1292,  decrease  £28. 
3rd.  That  of  Mr.  Germain,  containing  the  counties  of  Terrebonne,  Laval  and 
Two  Mountains,  where  the  taxes  of  the  preceding  year  amounted  to  £4488,  and 
in  1857,  only  to  £4074,  decrease  <£414.  4th  and  lastly,  that  of  Mr.  Roney,  in 
which  case  the  total  amount  of  taxes  was  diminished  by  the  sum  of  £76.  These 
four  districts  were  among  those  that  I mentioned  last  year,  as  presentinga  very 
considerable  increase  in  all  descriptions  of  taxes;  but  it  is  very  consolatory  to 
find  that  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Parmelee’s  district,  this  diminution  has  been 
uniformly  in  the  taxes  for  the  construction  of  buildings,  a very  natural  occurrence, 
and  by  no  means  indicating  any  retrograde  movement;  on  the  contrary,  the 
additional  and  voluntary  taxation  authorised  by  the  last  law,  and  the  school 
rates  or  monthly  fees  have  considerably  increased.  They  have  also  increased  in 
a tolerably  uniform  manner  in  all  the  other  districts,  as  well  as  the  total  amount 
of  contributions  in  each  of  them.  As  to  the  exact  amount  of  increase,  it  has 
been  most  remarkable  in  the  following  districts  : that  of  Mr.  Bruce,  £631  ; that 
of  Mr.  Dorval.  £538,  and  that  of  Mr.  Bardy,  £516.  Other  sections  of  the  country, 
however,  have  made  even  more  remarkable  efforts,  if  we  take  into  consideration 
the  amount  of  increase  compared  with  the  sum  of  the  contributions,  the  poverty 
of  the  districts  and  the  obstacles  to  be  surmounted.  It  is  very  satisfactory  for 
instance  to  see  that  Mr.  Meagher’s  district,  containing  the  counties  of  Gaspe  and 
Bona  venture,  and  Mr.  Cimon’s  district,  including  the  counties  of  Charlevoix 
and  Saguenay,  show  an  increase,  the  former  of  £397,  the  latter  of  £135. 

From  all  that  I have  just  said,  it  may  be  concluded  that  the  impulse  given 
in  1856,  has  been  pretty  well  kept  up,  especially  when  we  consider  the  difficult 
circumstances  under  which  we  were  placed. 

The  statistics  collected  by  the  directors  of  Universities,  Colleges,  Academies? 
and  Normal  Schools  for  the  year  1857,  will  be  found  in  Table  C of  Appendix  A 
which  includes  also  the  general  summary  of  all  the  statistics  of  public  instruc 
tion,  so  that  it  can  be  seen  at  a glance. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  the  Universities  is  436  ; in  1856  ihere  were  377, 
increase  59  ; in  the  classical  Colleges  there  are  2655  ; in  1856  there  were  2570,  in- 
crease 85  ; in  the  Industrial  Colleges  1937  ; in  1856  there  were  1935,  increase  2 ; 
in  mixed  and  boys’  schools,  there  are  6139  ; in  1856  there  were  6104,  increase  35;  in 
girls’  schools,  there  are  13354  ; in  1856  there  were  12893,  increase  461.  Adding 
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to  thesetotals  192  pupils  of  the  Normal  Schools,  we  have  a total  of  24713,  which 
compared  with  the  year  1856,  shows  an  increase,  in  superior  education,  of  only 
934.  This  increase  is  by  no  means  considerable,  and  leaves  to  the  primary  schools 
a much  larger  proportion  of  the  total  increase  than  in  preceding  years. 

The  number  of  pupils  receiving  gratuitous  instruction  in  all  the  superior  edu- 
cational institutions  collectively,  which  in  1856  was  only  3609,  is  4167,  increase 
558.  In  this  number  are  included  192  pupils  of  the  Normal  Schools.  The  num- 
ber of  pupils  receiving  board  gratuitously,  as  well  as  instruction,  is  268  ; it  was 
256  in  1856,  increase  12.  The  number  of  pupils  receiving  a part  of  their  board 
gratuitously  is  481  ; it  was  393  in  1856,  increase  88.  In  the  latter  number  we 
included  72  pupils  holding  scholarships  in  the  Laval  and  Jacques  Cartier  Normal 
Schools  ; by  an  oversight  the  48  pupils  holding  scholarships  at  the  McGill  Normal 
School  were  not  included  in  that  number;  this  increases  the  number  of  pupils 
receiving  a part  of  their  board  gratuitously  to  529,  and  the  augmentation  to  136  ; 
but  deducting  the  pupils  of  the  Normal  Schools,  the  increase  in  the  Colleges  and 
Academies  would  be  only  26. 

The  total  number  of  volumes  both  in  the  libraries  intended  for  the  use  of 
the  professors  and  in  those  intended  for  the  pupils,  is  113142;  there  were  only 
96823  in  1856  ; thus  there  has  been  this  year  the  very  considerable  increase  of 
16319  volumes. 

The  number  of  globes  and  orreries  is  218,  in  1856  there  were  only  180, 
increase  38,  the  total  number  of  geographical  maps  in  all  the  institutions  for 
superior  education,  which  in  1856  was  only  1552,  is  in  1857,  1713,  increase  161. 
This  last  increase  is  not  very  considerable,  more  especially  when  we  deduct  99 
maps  which  belong  to  the  new  normal  schools! 

Considerable  progress  may  be  observed  as  regards  mathematics.  The 
number  of  scholars  practised  in  mental  arithmetic  is,  in  the  classical  colleges,  624, 
in  the  industrial  colleges,  815,  in  the  boys’  or  mixed  academies  1785,  in  the  girls’ 
schools  2410,  and  in  the  normal  schools  167 — altogether  5801.  In  1856  there 
were  only  4497. 

There  is  thus  an  increase  of  1304  in  this  important  branch,  and  the  action 
of  this  department  has  not  been  without  its  effect,  as  regards  this  progress. 

Book-heeping  is  taught  to  1408  pupils,  giving  an  increase  of  94  over  the  pre- 
ceding year.  Algebra  is  thaught  to  274  pupils  in  the  classical  colleges,  to  156  in  the 
industrial  colleges,  to  510  in  the  boys’  or  mixed  academies,  to  8 in  the  academies 
for  girls,  and  to  93  in  the  normal  schools,  making  altogether  1041,  and  shewing 
an  increase  of  264  over  the  preceding  year.  Geometry  is  taught  to  251  pupils  in 
the  classical  colleges,  to  185  in  the  industrial  colleges,  to  295  in  the  academies, 
to  6 in  the  academies  for  girls,  and  to  92  in  the  normal  schools — total  number, 
829,  making  an  increase  of  92.  Instruction  in  trigonometry  is  given  to  370 
scholars,  shewing  an  increase  of  130  ; in  conic  sections  to  115 — increase  3 only  ; 
and  the  differential  and  integral  calculus  to  191,  shewing  an  increase  of  31. 

Instruction  in  physical  science  is  given  to  643  increase  98 ; in  astronomy 
to  678,  increase  1 19  ; in  chemistry  to  320,  increase  81  ; in  natural  history  to  1017, 
increase  339.  The  above  figures,  the  last  especially,  merit  particular  attention. 
The  introduction  of  the  study  of  physical  science  and  natural  history  into  the 
academies  has  been  attended  with  perfect  success. 

In  all  our  institutions  for  superior  education  combined,  7346  pupils  whose 
mother  tongue  is  French,  learn  the  English  language  ; and  1568,  whose  mother 
tongue  is  English,  learn  the  French  language  ; giving  an  increase  in  the  former 
case  of  1037,  in  the  latter  a diminution  of  112.  Latin  grammar  is  taught  to 
1366  pupils,  shewing  a diminution  difficult  to  account  for,  of  276.  Instruction 
in  the  Greek  grammar  is  given  to  611  ; increase  4.  30  pupils  learn  German,  and 
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14  Hebrew.  The  former  of  these  languages  is  only  taught  in  live  institutions, 
the  latter  in  one  only.  It  is  evident  from  the  foregoing  data  that  the  abuse 
of  the  study  of  the  dead  languages  is  not  so  much  to  be  dreaded  as  has  been 
imagined.  There  is  indeed  cause  to  fear  that  these  higher  branches  will  never 
receive  that  attention  they  deserve,  such  attention  as  they  receive  in  France  and 
England.  Some  institutions,  and  those  more  particularly  which  are  at  the  head 
of  education,  have  endeavoured  to  raise  the  standard  of  study  in  this  particular, 
and  their  efforts  ought  to  be  appreciated  by  those  who  desire  to  see  the  literary 
element  developed  throughout  the  country.  The  evil  does  not  consist  in  the 
great  number  of  those  who  receive  a complete  classical  education;  on  the  con- 
trary,  as  I have  already  urged  in  my  foregoing  report,  it  consists  in  the  great 
number  of  young  men  who  only  proceed  as  far  as  the  mere  elements  of  a classical 
education,  and  who  leaving  college  after  having  completed  but  a small  part  of 
their  course  of  study, have  learned  a little  Latin,  less  Greek,  and  hardly  any  genev  1 
information,  not  even  as  much  as  they  would  obtain  in  a good  primary  superior 
school,  such  as  those  which  now  exist  in  Prussia,  France,  the  United  States,  in 
Upper  Canada,  and  as  some  of  those  already  existing  in  Lower  Canada,  and 
which  will  increase  in  numbers  when  our  normal  schools  have  qualified  an 
adequate  number  of  teachers. 

The  course  of  study  in  the  classical  colleges  differs  essentially  from  that 
pursued  in  other  institutions.  The  first  years  are  devoted  entirely  to  the  study 
of  the  dead  languages,  and  if  the  study  of  mathematics  and  the  natural  sciences 
is  provided  for  at  a later  period,  they  are  generally  set  aside  until  the  end  of  the 
course.  Much  has  already  been  done  in  most  of  our  institutions  to  combine 
the  studies  requisite  for  commercial  and  industrial  pursuits  with  those  specially 
required  for  the  practice  of  the  liberal  professions.  Thus  the  teaching  of  linear 
drawing  and  bookkeeping  has  been  almost  everywhere  introduced;  and  algebra 
has  been  commenced  in  the  Ath  or  3rd  years  of  the  course,  where  formerly 
it  was  introduced  only  in  the  last  year  but  one. 

Despite  every  effort,  a classical  course  can  never  be  so  framed  as  to  provide 
during  the  first  years  an  education,  thoroughly  adapted  for  all  the  requirements  of  a 
society  like  ours  : it  is  then  for  the  people  to  decide  first,  what  sort  of  education 
they  wish  to  give  their  children,  and  then  to  choose  an  institution  in  view  of  that 
education.  The  choice  once  made,  they  ought  not  to  look  back  ; but,unless  the 
professors  themselves  warn  them  that  their  children  want  aptitude,  and  are 
losing  their  time,  they  should  persist  in  making  them  go  through  a complete 
course. 

A most  erroneous  and  fatal  idea  is  the  belief  that  a young  man  who  has  gone 
through  a course  of  study  in  a superior  educational  institution  thereby  becomes 
unfit  for  commercial,  industrial,  or  agricultural  pursuits,  and  that,  if  not  intended 
for  the  church,  he  must  of  necessity  enter  a liberal  profession  or  a government 
office.  Hitherto  a belief  seemed  to  prevail,  that  commerce,  mechanical  art,  and 
farming  were  derogatory  to  the  position  attained  by  a young  man  of  classical 
education  ; but  the  independent  fortunes  acquired  in  trade  by  a considerable 
number  of  our  fellew  citizens,  and  the  deplorable  situation  of  some  estimable 
individuals  belonging  to  the  liberal  professions,  from  the  excessive  numbers 
engaged  in  them,  have  recently  produced  a change  in  this  view  of  the  subject  ; 
the  cry  now  is,  against  the  uselessness  of  the  education  received  ; and  the  excess 
of  knowledge  with  which  the  mind  is  crammed  is  considered  to  be  a hindrance 
in  the  pursuit  of  fortune.  But  the  derangement  of  the  social  machine,  among 
the  younger  portion  of  it,  is  a result  rather  of  social  error  than  of  the  education 
received  in  the  colleges.  Nevertheless,  the  neglect  up  to  a recent  period  of  certain 
ordinary  branches  of  study  which  are  perfectly  consistent  with  the  acquirement 
of  a classical  education,  may  have  contributed  to  it. 
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Something  yet  remains  to  be  done, 'particularly  with  respect  to  penmanship, 
to  which  so  little  attention  has  been  paid  and  on  which,  in  truth,  it  is  so  difficult 
to  bestow  the  needful  attention,  considering  the  long  exercises  necessarily  written 
in  haste,  and  in  writing  which  the  subject  matter  is  accounted  more  important  than 
the  form.  Judging,  however,  by  certain  parts  of  the  returns  noticed  already,  it 
is  evident  that  shortly,  the  taste,  and  the  ambition  generated  by  the 
higher  branches  of  study,  not  the  absence  of  certain  acquirements,  will  be  the 
real  causes  of  the  evil  so  reasonably  complained  of.  Now  opinion  and  expe- 
rience, which  bear  sway  in  all  things,  should  be  powerful  to  modify  these  tastes, 
and  this  ambition  also.  It  is  especially  when  directed  against  agriculture,  that 
such  antipathies  seem  most  absurd.  This  art,  having  become  a science,  now 
engages  the  attention  of  a great  number  of  distinguished,  and  highly  educated 
individuals,  both  in  Europe  and  the  United  States.  With  regard  to  trade,  the 
fact  was  mentioned  with  pride  at  Boston  very  recently,  that  all  the  principal 
merchants  and  manufacturers  of  the  city  had  studied  either  at  Harvard  or 
Cambridge. 

Among  those  studies,  which  we  are  glad  to  see,  taking  larger  dimensions  in 
our  colleges,  is  that  of  history,  particularly  the  history  of  Canada,  which,  I 
regret  to  say,  has  only  been  lately  introduced,  and  in  some  establishments 
has  not  yet  been  introduced  at  all.  It  was  taught  in  1857,  to  1032  students  in 
the  classical  colleges ; to  401  in  the  industrial  colleges;  to  811  in  the  schools  for 
boys  or  mixed  schools;  to  1938  in  the  academies  for  girls ; and  to  121  in  the 
normal  schools  ; in  all  4303.  We  may  say  that  nearly  all  the  pupils,  noted  as 
studying  history  in  the  small  table,  shewing  the  statistics  of  the  most  important 
branches  taught  in  the  educational  institutions  and  the  primary  schools  collec- 
tively, study  that  of  our  own  country,  either  in  Mr.  Garneau’s  abridgment,  or  in 
a smaller  elementary  work,  containing  the  principal  events  of  sacred  history,  the 
history  of  France,  and  that  of  Canada. 

Sacred  history  is  taught  to  5400  pupils  ; ancient  history,  to  1297 ; and  general 
history,  to  962.  The  history  of  England  is  taught  to  754  students  in  the  classi- 
cal colleges;  to  61  in  the  industrial  colleges;  to  251  in  the  academies  for  boys 
or  mixed  ; to  210  in  the  academies  for  girls  ; and  to  26  in  the  normal  schools  ; 
in  all  to  1994.  The  history  of  France  is  taught  to  457  students  in  the  classical  col- 
leges ; to  207  in  the  industrial  colleges  ; to  330  in  the  academies  for  boys  or  mixed ; 
to  1072  in  the  female  academies,  and  to  28  in  the  normal  schools ; making  in  all, 
1994.  Finally,  the  history  of  the  United  States  is  taught  to  373  students  in  the 
classical  colleges;  to  37  in  the  industrial  colleges ; to  78  in  the  academies  for 
boys  or  mixed  ; and  to  30  in  the  academies  for  girls  ; in  all  to  518. 

The  belles-lettres,  rhetoric,  intellectual  and  moral  philosophy  are  taught  in  the 
classical  colleges,  only  to  the  students  of  the  classes  which  are  designated  by 
those  names,  and  only  to  the  most  advanced  pupils  of  the  industrial  colleges  and 
academies.  Constitutional  law  and  notions  of  ordinary  jurisprudence  are 
taught  out  of  Mr.  Cremazie’s  book  entitled  Useful  Notions  {JVotioas  Utiles)  in  a 
certain  number  of  institutions.  Theoretical  agriculture  is  taught  to  452  pupils, 
practical  agriculture  to  204,  and  horticulture  to  620. 

As  far  as  I can  learn,  the  instruction  given  in  these  sciences  is  very  limited  ; 
but  although  incomplete,  it  cannot  fail  to  be  productive  of  great  benefit.  Had  it 
no  other  effect,  than  that  of  leading  the  pupils,  who  are  nearly  all  sons  of  farmers, 
to  appreciate  the  noble  profession  of  their  parents,  of  shewing  them  that  no  olher 
pursuit  is  so  certain  in  its  results,  or  presents  so  sure  a prospect  of  independence 
and  comfort,  particularly  to  a man  who  is  able  to  combine  the  discoveries  of 
modern  science  with  the  wise  teachings  of  traditional  knowledge,  it  appears 
capable  of  bringing  about,  throughout  our  country,  a state  of  things  very  differ- 
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ent  from  that  which  now  prevails  ; and  by  its  means,  the  emigration  to  the  United 
States,  which  we  cannot  hope  to  check  entirely,  would  be  diminished,  and  short- 
ly be  limited  to  that  class  of  restless  and  adventurous  men,  who  are  found  in 
every  community,  especially  in  such  as  possess  a certain  degree  of  vitality  ; and 
the  inordinate  desire  to  study  the  learned  professions,  so  general  among  our 
youth,  an  evil  more  to  be  feared,  perhaps,  than  emigration  itself,  would  be  in 
some  degree  repressed. 

It  is  satisfactory  therefore  to  know  that  not  only  are  lectures  on  the  theory 
of  agriculture  given  in  some  of  our  colleges  and  academies,  but  that  at  those  of 
L’Assomption,  St.  Therese  and  St.  Anne,  lands  have  been  purchased  for  the 
express  purpose  of  shewing  the  students,  by  example,  the  results  attainable  by 
high  and  ordinary  cultivation,  and  initiating  those  who  desire  it  into  the  practice 
of  the  art.  I am  well  aware  that  the  establishment  of  Schools,  specially  for  the 
study  of  agriculture,  would  be  a means  still  more  active  and  efficacious  of  attain- 
ing our  end  ; but  in  that  noble  cause,  any  aid  however  imperfect  must  be  thank- 
fully received. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  the  other  arts  both  industrial  and  ornamental. 
Special  schools  for  the  study  of  the  arts  and  manufacturing  processes,  and  of 
painting  and  design,  will  probably  be  instituted  for  the  people.  Their  work  will 
have  been  cut  out  for  them,  and  suitable  subjects  for  their  operations  will  have 
been  prepared,  by  the  instruction  afforded  in  some  of  the  branches  connected 
with  them,  in  our  classical  and  industrial  colleges,  and  even  in  our  superior 
primary  schools.  The  number  of  pupils  studying  linear  drawing  in  the  classi- 
cal colleges  is  162  ; in  the  industrial  colleges  137;  in  the  schools  for  boys  201  ; 
in  the  academies  for  girls  97  ; and  in  the  normal  schools  142  ; in  all  739 ; the 
increase  over  the  number  reported  last  year  is  only  9 ; and  as  it  includes  the 
newly  established  normal  schools,  it  betokens  a considerable  diminution  in  the 
other  institutions.  Architecture  is  taught  to  290  pupils  ; drawing  and  painting  in 
water-colors,  to  762.  Instrumental  music  is  taught  to  1366  pupils,  heretofore  to 
1225  ; increase  141.  ^ 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state,  that  a larger  number  of  institutions,  than 
last  year,  have  afforded  us  information,  which  may  be  termed  voluntary : this 
must  be  borne  in  mind  in  considering  the  results  of  two  heads  of  statistics 
which  still  remain  to  be  noticed,  in  reviewing  the  recapitulation  of  Table  C : 
namely,  the  professions  chosen  by  pupils  who  have  left  the  institutions,  and  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  various  establishments. 

The  number  of  pupils  who  left  after  having  completed  their  curriculum  of  study 
the  year  before  (1856)  was  317.  The  report  of  1856  shews  no  more  than  200  for 
1855.  The  number  who  left,  having  completed  more  than  a half  of  the  course,  was 
in  1856,  417  ; in  1855  it  was  413.  The  increase  of  117,  under  the  first  head,  is  satis- 
factory, particularly,  if,  as  we  may  hope,  this  rate  of  improvement  be  maintained. 
As  to  the  second,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  diminish  year  by  year,  provided 
the  first  have  a proportionate  increase.  The  nuniber  of  pupils  who  quitted  one 
institution,  to  prosecute  their  studies  in  another,  was  165.  The  number  of  pupils 
who  left  within  the  last  two  years  (1855  and  1856),  to  devote  themselves  to  tuition, 
was  258  ; 20  belonged  to  the  classical  colleges,  18  to  the  industrial  colleges,  86 
to  the  academies  for  boys  or  mixed,  94  to  the  academies  for  girls,  and  40  to  the 
normal  schools.  The  number  of  pupils  who  left  in  the  same  period,  to  devote 
themselves  to  agriculture  was  294,  an  increase  of  62  over  the  years  1854  and  1855. 

The  sanitary  statistics  are  shewn  in  the  following  small  tabular  statement : 


HEALTH  OF  PUPILS. 
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The  number  of  pupils  deceased  is  28.  Last  year  it  amounted  to  66,  al- 
though fewer  institutions  had  made  the  desired  returns.  The  number  visited 
with  serious  disorders  is  greater,  but  if  we  consider  the  increased  number  of  returns, 
the  number  of  deaths  is  smaller  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  cases  of  serious 
disease.  The  whole  number  of  boys  in  all  the  establishments,  included  under 
the  designation  of  houses  of  superior  education  is  9838,  that  of  girls  14875.  The 
number  of  day-scholars  is  18108,  of  half  boarders  2327,  of  boarders  4278.  The 
number  of  catholic  pupils  in  the  universities  is  348,  in  the  classical  colleges, 
1904,  in  the  industrial  colleges  1832,  in  the  academies  for  boys  or  mixed  3984, 
in  the  academies  for  girls  13241,  and  in  the  normal  schools  123;  total  21432. 
The  number  of  protestant  pupils  in  the  universities  is  88,  in  the  classical  colleg- 
es, 751,  in  the  industrial  colleges  105,  in  the  academies  for  boys,  or  mixed  2155, 
in  the  academies  for  girls  113,  and  in  the  normal  schools  69  ; total,  3281.  There 
are  in  all,  266  pupils  whose  parents  reside  out  of  Lower  Canada;  of  these  8 
come  from  New  Brunswick,  96  from  Upper  Canada,  and  162  from  the  United 
States. 

In  most  important  points,  we  find  in  this  recapitulation  of  the  statistics  of 
superior  education  satisfactory  signs  of  progress  ; and  with  respect  to  the  unfa- 
vorable indications  which  we  have  not  sought  to  conceal,  it  is  but  fair  to  remark, 
years,  as  a thousand  accidents  may  occasion  fluctuations  less  important  than  at 
the  first  partial  glance  they  appear  to  be.  It  is  also  proper  to  observe  that,  in 
the  classical  colleges,  the  pupils  in  the  four  upper  classes,  who  have  ceased 
to  study  Latin  grammar,  are  not  included  in  the  column  relating  to  that  branch 
of  study. 

Table  G contains  the  information  transmitted  by  the  School  Inspectors, 
corrected  and  put  into  more  perfect  form,  by  means  of  that  which  reaches  me 
through  other  channels. 

A slight  discrepancy  which  may  exist  between  the  general  synopsis  and 
the  small  tables  in  certain  of  the  Inspector’s  reports  ought  therefore  to  excite 
no  surprise. 

According  to  that  table  there  are  507  municipalities,  2568  school  districts, 
2015  school  houses  belonging  to  the  Commissioners  of  Municipalites  or  the 
Trustees  of  dissentient  schools,  and  2537  schools  under  the  absolute  control  of 
the  department  of  public  instruction,  independently  of  the  normal  schools  and  the 
model  schools  belonging  to  them.  Of  that  number  there  are  3253  elementary 
schools  under  the  direction  of  School  Commissioners,  numbering  100,989  scholars, 
and  96  under  that  of  dissentient  trustees  numbering  2768  scholars. 

The  whole  number  of  superior  elementary  schools,  whether  independent  or 
under  control  is  243,  numbering  13609  scholars,  and  the  whole  number  of  ele- 
mentary schools  both  independent  and  under  control  is  2518,  numbering  110441 
scholars. 

The  number  of  teachers  is  902.  In  1856  it  was  892,  the  increase  being  10. 
This  small  increase  is  an  indication  that  a large  number  of  teachers  have  retired  ; 
several  have  done  so  with  a view  to  the  pension.  It  is  certain  that  a considera- 
ble number  of  new  teachers  have  devoted  themselves  to  the  work,  and  this  is 
shewn  by  the  statistics  of  superior  education  and  those  of  the  normal  schools  . 
The  whole  number  of  female  teachers  is  1850,  in  1856  there  were  1877} 
a diminution  of  27,  which  is  explained  by  the  obligation  imposed  on  them  of 
obtaining  diplomas.  As  a large  number  of  female  teachers  have  passed  a suc- 
cessful examination  before  the  board,  besides  those  who  wrere  previously  engaged 
in  tuition,  it  is  certain  that  a great  number  of  unqualified  teachers  have  been 
dismissed.  This  we  find  to  be  the  case,  both  in  the  reports  of  the  Inspectors, 
and  the  correspondence  of  the  department.  The  number  of  teachers  who  hold 
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diplomas  and  are  engaged  in  teaching  is  532  ; in  1856  it  was  448,  an  increase  of 
84.  Tl;e  number  of  those  who  have  no  diplomas  is  370 ; in  1856  it  was  444,  a 
diminution  of  74.  The  lay-teachers  who  still  remain  unprovided  with  diplomas 
are  generally  employed  in  ^he  remoter  parts  of  the  province,  and  in  new  settle- 
ments in  which  a greater  "atitude  is  necessarily  permitted.  Nevertheless,  since 
the  compilation  of  the  statistical  tables  of  1857,  many  localities  have  been  obliged 
to  engage  teachers,  boJi  male  and  female,  who  hold  diplomas,  and  as  soon  as 
the  question  now  pending  relative  to  the  creation  of  new  boards  of  examiners 
shall  have  been  decided  by  the  Government  and  the  Legislature,  it  is  my  intention 
to  insist  on  the  most  exact  execution  ol  the  condition  attached  to  the  apportionment 
of  the  legislative  grant. 

The  number  of  females  holding  diplomas,  and  engaged  in  tuition  is  1100  ; 
ir  1856  it  was  303,  an  increase  of  797.  The  number  of  female-s  engaged  in 
teaching,  and  unprovided  with  diplomas  is  750;  in  1856  it. was  1574,  a diminu- 
tion of  824.  The  comparison  cannot  be  carried  further  back,  as  several  Inspec- 
tors, previous  to  1856,  included  in  their  reports  many  teachers  as  holding 
diplomas,  (particularly  females)  who  held  merely  a certificate  of  qualification, 
given  provisionally  by  the  Inspectors'  themselves.  This  accounts  for  the  great 
diminution  apparent  in  the  number  of  female  teachers  holding  diplomas  in  1856, 
when  compared  with  that  of  the  year  before. 

The  following  table  shews  the  number  of  diplomas  issued  by  the  Boards  of 
Examiners,  and  by  the  normal  schools,  during  the  year  1857.  The  statement 
differs  from  that  which  is  found  in  the  former  part  of  this  report,  in  as  far  as  it 
refers  to  the  normal  schools,  because  that  included  the  whole  period  from  1st 
January,  1858,  to  the  present  date. 


As  in  the  last  year,  so  in  the  present,  there  is  a slight  increase  in  the  salaries 
of  the  teachers,  but  much  remains  yet  to  be  done  in  this  respct.  There  are  still 
unfortunately  1142  male,  at)d  1004  female  teachers  who  receive  each  less  than 
£25  per  annum;  419  male  and  821  female  teachers  who  receive  from  £25  to 
£50  exclusively ; 266  teachers  who  receive  from  £50  to  £100  exclusively;  of 
the  last  there  were  in  1856  only  196,  so  there  is  an  increase  of  70.  The  number 
of  teachers  receiving  £100  and  upwards  is  29  ; in  1856  there  were  only  10.  The 
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number  of  female  teachers  receiving  from  £50  to  £100  exclusive]}^  is  30  ; last  year 
only  20.  The  highest  salary  given  to  leacliers  is  £200  ; the  highest  to  a female 
is  £125. 

The  number  of  parish-libraries  is  98,  containing  80510  volumes. 

I have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  publish  the  table  of  books  in  use  this  year, 
as  on  the  whole,  they  differ  but  slightly  from  those  of  last  year. 

Appendix  B contains  an  account  of  the  finances  of  the  department  and 
statistics  particularly  connected  therewith.  The  first  table  is  a continuation  of 
the  report  relative  to  the  distribution  of  superior  education  under  the  Act  19  Yic. 
c.  54.  It  contains  the  name  of  each  institution,  the  county  where  it  is  situated, 
the  number  of  pupils  and  the  grant  for  1857,  shewing  also  the  grants  for  1855 
and  1856.  The  distribution  for  1855  was  the  last  made  by  the  legislature,  and 
as  far  as  was  practicable,  the  two  others  were  based  upon  it. 

The  sum  of  £1367  has  been  shared  between  two  universities,  having  toge- 
ther 181  students;  £3714  among  nine  classical  colleges  numbering  collectively 
1794  students ; £2325  among  15  industrial  colleges  numbering  1937  students; 
£4145  among  65  academies  for  boys  or  mixed,  numbering  6033  pupils;  £2827 
among  62  academies  for  girls  numbering  7528  pupils  ; and  £2895  among  a large 
number  of  superior  primary  schools,  and  charity  schools  numbering  colleclively 
6593  scholars. 

The  second  title  of  the  Appendix  B shows  the  distribution  of  the  supplemen- 
tary grant  to  poor  municipalities,  under  the  7th  clause  of  the  Act  19  Vic.,  ch.  14. 
This  annual  grant  of  £1000  was  shared  among  99  municipalities,  in  sums  vary- 
ing from  £5  to  £15 ; according  to  the  necessities  and  the  particular  claims  which 
each  municipality  could  establish,  and  which  are  briefly  noticed  in  the  columns  of 
the  table.  Remote  localities  and  new  settlements,  and  of  the  latter  those  which 
appear  to  make  the  most  sacrifices  to  establish  or  improve  their  schools  had  the 
preference.  The  counties  containing  the  largest  number  of  poor  municipal i lies 
which  were  so  relieved  by  the  department,  are  Arthabaska  which  has  seven, 
Bonaventure  eight,  Compton  five,  Charlevoix  five,  and  Gaspe  seven. 

Next  comes  a statement  of  the  pensions  granted  to  poor  teachers,  who  have 
left  the  profession  in  consequence  of  infirmities  or  the  exhaustion  produced  by 
their  labors.  This  list  is  preceded  by  a circular  addressed  to  the  ministers  of 
various  denominations,  under  whose  ministry  such  pensioners  happen  1o  reside. 
The  object  of  this  circular  was  to  protect  retired  teachers  from  the  frauds  and 
speculations  of  which  militia  pensioners  have  in  many  instances  been  the  victims. 
The  teachers  are  informed  that  they  can  neither  sell  nor  transfer  their  pension  to 
any  one,  and  that  as  soon  as  any  one  may  have  sold  or  transferred  his  pension,  it 
will  cease  to  be  paid  ; and,  the  better  to  enforce  the  execution  of  this  law,  the 
pastors  have  been  requested,  and  have  readily  consented,  to  act  as  agents  between 
this  department  and  their  parishioners. 

The  sum  of  £221  14s.  6d.  has  been  distributed  among  63  pensioners,  who 
were  all  formerly  teachers,  who  had  retired  from  the  profession  before  the  passing 
of  the  law,  and  who  have  been  admitted  to  enjoy  its  benefits.  From  this  year’s 
pension,  a deduction  has  been  made  of  the  amount  which  each  would  have  paid 
aspremiiim,  if  the  pension  fund  had  been  in  existence,  while  they  were  engaged 
in  tuition,  and  this  may  account  for  the  smallness  of  the  sum  paid  to  each.  Added 
to  this  is  a list  of  160  teachers,  male  and  female,  who  entered  their  names  as 
contributors  up  to  1st  January,  1858. 

Appendix  B also  contains  a table  of  the  books,  purchased  by  the  depart- 
ment, to  be  distributed  as  prizes  by  the  inspectors  in  their  visits.  It  will  be  seen 
that  4358  volumes  were  distributed  in  1856,  and  6075  in  1857.  It  can  scarcely 
be,  that  these  books  should  fail  to  be  read  both  by  the  children  and  their  parents  ; 
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thus  a very  considerable  number  of  excellent  books  have  been  scattered  abroad 
and  read  throughout  the  country.  Besides  the  emulation  which  may  thus  be 
excited  in  the  scholars,  the  importance  given  to  the  visit  of  the  inspector,  and 
the  higher  degree  of  attention  which  the  inspector  himself  may  feel  bound  to 
bestow  on  the  performance  of  that  duty,  the  bare  fact  of  the  distribution  of  the 
books  is  of  itself  a means  of  instruction  and  moral  progress  which  is  not  to  be 
disregarded. 

The  two  last  documents,  contained  in  the  appendix,  are  a general  statement 
of  the  disbursements  of  the  department  in  the  year,  and  a statement  of  all 
expenses  of  the  normal  schools  since  their  establishment.  The  monies  disbursed 
by  the  department  in  1857,  amount  to  £66,471  10s.  lOd.,  and  are  divided  into 
thirteen  different  heads  of  expenditure.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  from  these  of 
the  complication  of  accounts  required  by  the  distribution  of  this  large  sum,  by 
means  of  draughts  or  orders  on  the  Bank,  generally  varying  in  amount  from  ^20 
to  J50.  This  branch  of  duty  is  however  only  a single  item  in  the  business  of  the 
department : the  correspondence  with  the  various  municipalities,  with  the  school- 
inspectors,  the  heads  of  institutions,  teachers,  and  the  public  in  general,  increases 
every  year.  One  of  my  first  cares  waS  the  classification  of  this  correspondence 
according  to  the  system  of  files  and  an  index,  adopted  in  the  office  of  the  Provin- 
cial Secretary.  The  number  of  new  files  for  the  year  1857  was  4000.  Each  file 
generally  contains  several  letters,  and  many  letters  were  annexed  to  the  files  of 
former  years.  The  following  table  of  the  number  of  letters  and  documents 
received  or  sent  by  post  in  the  year  will  give  some  idea  of  the  amount  of 
the  business  transacted  in  this  department : 


January. 

February. 

March. 

April. 

May. 

June. 

July. 

August. 

September 

October. 

November. 

December. 

Totals. 

Total 

letters  re- 
ceived and 
sent. 

Letters 

received. 

606 

142 

482 

298 

1 

415' 

1 

1103 

525 

483 

664 

^ 433 
1 

53'7 

6486 

> 19671 

Letters 

sent. 

n9 

1240 

419 

613 

2t3*i839 

1 

5454 

521 

419 

413 

349 

924 

13185 

3.  General  Remarks, 

I have  already  stated  in  my  former  Report,  that  the  main  difficulty,  with 
which  the  Department  has  to  contend,  is  the  want  of  adequate  pecuniary  resources. 
It  is  not  that  the  sum  voted  every  year  as  a grant  for  Common  Schools  is  not 
sufficiently  high  in  amount,  when  considered  according  to  the  ratio  which  it  bears 
to  the  revenue  of  the  Province  ; but  that  in  consequence  of  circumstances  which 
I explained  in  a special  report,  printed  by  order  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  in 
1856,  1 found,  on  taking  office,  a deficit  of  £8000  already  existing,  and 
a probable  one  of  £12,500  for  the  year  then  current.  These  deficits  were  caused 
by  the  deduction  during  several  years  of  the  sumis  voted  by  the  Legislature  for 
superior  educational  institutions  from  the  grant  for  Common  Schools,  whereas 
such  sums  were  to  be  paid  only  from  the  balance  of  the  parliamentary  grant  re- 
maining unexpended,  in  consequence  of  the  law  being  inoperative  in  certain 
municipalities.  Now,  the  law  being  generally  brought  into  successful  operation, 
and  the  government  having,  moreover,  paid  nearly  all  arrears  due  to  the  munici- 
palities which  had  failed  to  fulfil  the  required  conditions,  on  their  conforming 
thereto,  no  balance  remained  of  the  Common  School  fund  ; yet  the  Legislature 
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continued  every  year  to  vote  larger  and  larger  sums  for  distribution  among  the 
Colleges,  Academies,  and  other  institutions;  and  in  1854  those  sums  amounted 
to  upwards  of  £20,000.  The  money  was  derived,  in  the  first  place,  to  the 
amount  of  £5000,  from  the  consolidated  fund  ; next,  from  the  Jesuits’  Estates  ; 
and  lastly,  from  the  balance  of  the  Common  School  fund.  The  income  arising 
from  the  Jesuits’  Estates  being  far  from  sufficient,  and  the  supposed  balance  of  the 
Common  School  fund,  having  no  real  existence,  it  will  be  easily  understood 
how  the  deficit  must  have  occurred  ; and  it  will  be  as  easy  to  understand  how  it 
must  grow  and  increase  from  year  to  year,  if  the  financial  condition  of  the  depart- 
ment is  not,  once  for  all,  established  on  a more  certain  basis,  according  to  my 
requisition  in  my  Report  last  year.  I there  said  : The  principal  difficulty  is, 

“ the  present  financial  state  of  the  department.  I have  already  called  attention 
“ to  this  matter  in  a special  report,  printed  by  order  of  the  Legislative  Assembly. 
“ The  Government  made  the  most  praiseworthy  efforts  to  remedy,  for  a lime,  this 
“ difficulty,  and  to  allow  me  to  make  the  ordinary  payments  without  any  inter- 
mission.  This  state  of  things,  however,  could  not  be  prolonged  for  many  years, 
“ without  subjecting  the  department  to  serious  inconvenience  ; the  more  so,  as 
“ the  ameliorations  that  are  now  the  most  urgent,  demand  that  the  pecuniary 
“ resources  placed  at  my  disposal  should  be  considerably  augmented.” 

The  Legislature  resolved  to  secure,  for  various  purposes,  an  annual  appro- 
priation of  £22,000,  under  the  name  of  the  Lower  Canada  Superior  Education  In- 
vestment Fund.  This  appropriation  consisted,  in  the  first  place,  of  £5000  to  be 
paid  yearly  out  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  ; secondly,  of  the  entire  income 
arising  from  the  Jesuits’  Estates,  which  was  at  the  same  lime  permanently 
appropriated  for  that  purpose  ; and  thirdly,  of  the  balance  of  the  annual  grant  for 
Common  Schools.  Of  this  fund  £17,000  was  to  be  annually  distributed  to  the 
universities,  colleges,  academies,  and  model  schools  ; and  the  remainder  was 
to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  normal  schools,  and  other  purposes  specified  in 
the  Act. 

It  is  evident  that  such  legislation  could  give  prosperity  to  the  finances  of  the 
department  only  as  far  as  the  Common  School  grant  might  be  sufficiently 
increased  every  succeeding  year,  as  it  had  been  increased  by  a vote  of  the  House 
in  1853  ; or  as,  by  improved  methods  of  managing  the  Jesuits’  Estates,  the 
income  therefrom  might  be  augmented.  The  additional  sum  voted  by  the  Legis- 
lature was  increased,  it  is  true,  every  year,  but  not  sufficiently  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  legislation  of  1856.  Proof  of  this  will  easily  be  found  by 
glancing  over  the  additional  sums  annually  voted,  of  which  rather  less  than  one- 
half  is  received  by  Lower  Canada. 

Years, . . 1853.  1854.  1855.  1856.  1857. 

Vote,...  £10,000  £15,000  £25,000  £35,000  £40,000. 

On  the  other  hand,  even  though  the  Government  should  make  laudable  efforts 
to  improve  the  management  of  the  Jesuits’  Estates,  there  is  reason  to  apprehend 
that  the  income  will  never  be  increased  sufficiently  to  cover  the  yearly  deficits 
shewn  above ; more  especially  if  we  consider  the  way  in  which  the  greater  part 
of  those  Estates  have  been  affected  by  the  action  of  the  Legislature  on  the  Seig- 
niorial Tenure. 

The  Government  has  indeed  hitherto  provided  for  the  distribution  of  the 
sums  allowed  by  law  for  the  superior  educational  institutions,  for  the 
establishment  and  support  of  normal  schools,  for  the  publication  of  the  two 
Journals  of  Education,  for  the  creation  of  a savings’  fund  for  teachers,  for  the 
payment  of  the  annual  grant  of  £28,594  11s.  2d.  for  common  schools,  and  for 
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the  distribution  of  a supplementary  grant  of  £1000  in  favor  of  poor  and  remote 
mnnicipalities.  Batit  does  not  the  less  happen — 1.  That  the  entire  surplus  of  the 
additional  grant  for  common  schools  is  absorbed  every  year  by  the  insufficiency 
of  the  fund  for  superior  education,  and  that  the  amount  to  be  distributed  among 
the  various  municipalities  remaining  the  same,  while  their  number  is  continually 
increasing,  the  share  of  each  becomes  constantly  less,  instead  of  increasing,  as 
it  ought,  in  the  same  ratio  as  the  schools  and  scholars  increase;  2,  That  many 
reforms  cannot  be  effected  which  require  a special  appropriation  ; 3.  That  the 
department  is  always  straitened  for  lack  of  means,  and  in  a false  position,  from 
the  variable  and  uncertain  nature  of  its  resources. 

Without  intending  to  censure  either  the  legislature  or  the  government,  who 
make  great  efforts  to  give  to  public  education  all  the  encouragement  which  can 
be  desired,  1 have  considered  that  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  public  again  to  such  a state  of  things,  for  which  I should  be  in  some  degree 
responsible,  if  I failed  on  any  occasion  to  demonstrate  its  injurious  effects. 

It  appears  hard  that  this  department,  which  is  certainly  not  the  least  import- 
ant of  all  the  public  departments,  should  longer  co/itinue  to  stand  alone  in  having 
no  certain  resources  at  its  disposal  ; and  that,  while  I perceive  no  means  of 
diminishing  the  sums  to  be  distributed  to  the  various  kinds  of  schools,  but 
on  the  contrary  everything  assumes  larger  proportions,  a corresponding  increase 
of  expenditure  is  required.  It  seems  a matter  of  urgent  necessity,  therefore,  that  the 
legislature  should  guarantee  the  payment  of  the  sums  appropriated  for  the  en- 
couragement of  education,  independently  of  the  income  of  the  Jesuits’  Estates. 

These  remarks  are  the  more  necessary,  as  they  have  a bearing  upon  the 
subjects  which  most  deeply  engage  the  attention  of  the  department  and 
the  public  ; namely,  the  more  regular  and  effectual  inspection  of  schools,  the  clas- 
sification of  the  educational  institutions  of  a superior  order,  uniformily  in  the 
school-books,  the  erection  of  suitable  school-houses,  the  introduction  of  the  black 
board,  maps,  globes  &c.,  the  establishment  of  libraries  both  for  masters  and 
pupils,  the  increase  of  the  salaries  of  teachers,  and  the  establishment  of  a better 
system  of  examination  of  candidates  to  be  admitted  as  teachers.  All  these 
desirable  reforms  are  more  or  less  dependent  on  each  other  ; and  nearly  all  are 
of  difficult  accomplishment,  while  the  finances  of  the  department  remain  in 
their  present  state. 

The  inspection  of  the  schools  falls  short  of  what  is  desirable  to  be  done  ; 
and  it  is  generally  thought  that  the  inspectors  are  negligent  in  the  performance 
of  their  duty.  Hasty  visits,  unattended  by  the  school  commissioners,  statistics 
imperfectly  collected,  reports  written  in  some  cases  by  hearsay,  many  munici- 
palises neglected  and  unvisited  for  several  \ ears,  form  a state  of  things  which 
was  represented  to  me  with  reference  to  the  functionaries  in  question,  as  really 
prevailing  when  I entered  on  my  office.  Unfortunately  I became  convincerl  that 
the  picture,  though  unfair  to  many,  and  overcharged  with  respect  to  most,  of  the  in- 
spectors, was  not  devoid  of  truth  in  its  general  coloring.  I exerted  myself  to 
remedy  the  evil,  as  far  as  lay  in  my  power ; and  the  di'<missal  of  two  proved 
that  the  government  were  earnest  in  their  determination  that  those  pen-sons  who 
had  voluntarily  assumed  the  important  task,  should  acquit  themselves  of  it  in  a 
suitable  manner.  Urd'orlunately  also,  certain  circumstances  rend('r  the  supc'rin- 
tendence  which  I endeavor  to  exercise  over  these  offic^ers  very  difficult.  It  is 
cvidimt  that  while  parties  confine  themselves  io  general  complaints  against  the 
inspectors,  without  specifying  parti(;ular  derelictions  of  duty  in  any,  it  will 
always  be  difficult  for  the  departnnmt  to  find  out,  and  to  punish  their  neglect. 
Now,  the  very  persons,  who  go  so  far  as  to  demand  the  abolition  of  the  office, 
arc  often  the  last  to  specify  to  the  authorities  the  misconduct  and  irregular  pro- 
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ceedings  of  the  officers  impeached,  while  they  seek  to  deprive  the  country  of  an 
institution  which  is  absolutely  necessary,  to  ensure  the  working  of  any  system 
of  public  instruction.  No  doubt  a noble  feeling  deters  many  honorable  citizens 
from  any  act  which  might  seem  to  belong  to  the  trade  of  the  informer,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  civil  courage  shewn  in  simply  denouncing  the  culpable 
neglect  of  a public  officer,  in  whose  hands  are  the  destinies  of  the  youth  of  our 
country,  should  not  be  repugnant  to  the  most  delicate  mind. 

However  this  may  be,  the  great  extent  of  the  districts  of  inspection,  as  I 
observed,  in  my  first  report,  by  rendering  the  frequent  and  proper  inspec- 
tion of  the  schools  impracticable,  affords  an  excellent  excuse  for  the  inspectors, 
of  which  they  avail  themselves  when  they  are  accused.  It  is  very  difficult  for 
the  department  to  ascertain  whether  they  do  all  that  is  possible  to  be  done,  when 
it  is  clearly  shewn  that  they  cannot  perfectly  fulfil  all  the  duties  incumbent  on 
them.  The  majority  have  from  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  schools  to  visit 
twice  a year,  and  to  travel  over  districts  comprising  on  an  average  between 
400,000  and  500,000  acres  of  settled  country;  some  of  the  districts  contain  as 
much  as  800,000  acres  of  inhabited  land,  and  extend  over  nearly  200  superficial 
leagues.  It  is  certain,  that  were  it  not  for  the  hospitality  afforded  gratuitously 
to  the  inspectors  by  the  friends  ol  education  in  some  localities,  their  salaries, 
averaging  JC200,  and  never  exceeding  £250  would  be  almost  entirely  absorbed 
by  their  traveling  expenses.  The  consequence  of  this  is,  that  the  office  can  be 
generally  accepted  only  by  persons  exercising  other  professions,  and  who  make  a 
secondary  affair  of  that  which  ought  to  be  their  only  and  exclusive  occupation. 
Are  we  to  conclude  from  the  preceding  remarks  that  the  office  of  inspector 
ought  to  be  abolished,  thus  effecting  a reduction  of  £4000  in  the  expenses  of  the 
department?  In  the  first  place  I doubt  much  whether  this  reduction  of  the 
expenditure  would  be  a saving.  It  is  to  the  action  of  the  inspectors,  however 
imperfect,  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  remarkable  increase  which  has  every  year 
taken  place  in  the  assessments  ; and  by  glancing  over  the  reports  of  my  prede- 
cessor, it  will  readily  be  seen  that  that  increase  became  considerable,  dating  only 
from  the  same  period  as  the  establishment  of  the  office  of  inspectors  There  is 
great  reason  to  fear  that  the  suppression  of  the  inspection  of  schools,  account- 
books,  and  commissioners’  records,  would  have  the  immediate  effect  of  diminish- 
ing, to  a considerable  extent,  the  amount  of  the  assessments  and  contribulions. 
Without  going  further,  we  may  state  as  certain  that  the  inspectors  have  detected, 
stopped,  or  prevented,  defalcations  of  the  secretary-treasurers  to  an  amount,  in  the 
aggregate,  far  exceeding  their  salaries. 

When  we  have  admitted  that  the  inspection  of  schools  is  necessary,  it  seems 
to  me  that  in  Lower  Canada  at  least,  it  would.be  difficult  to  carry  it  into  effect 
otherwise  than  by  officers  appointed  and  paid  by  the  Government.  In  France, 
inBelgium,  in  Prussia,  in  Engl  nnd,  and  in  Ireland,  they  have  inspectors  appointed 
by  the  Government.  In  all  the  States  of  the  Union,  there  are  county  superinten- 
dents, who  are  nothing  but  inspectors  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  superintendent- 
general  of  the  State.  In  Fingland,  although  there  is,  properly  speaking,  no  system 
of  public  instruction,  regularly  organized  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  the  inspection 
of  schools  is  considered  an  object  of  the  highest  importance,  and  the  sum  of 
£40,000  sterling  is  annually  devoted  to  pay  for  it,  being  a very  considerable 
portion  of  the  appropriation  for  public  instruction.  In  New  Brunswick  a system 
of  inspection  has  been  recently  established,  and  in  Nova  Scotia  the  superintend- 
ent of  education  insists  on  the  appointment  of  inspectors,  and  declares  that  it  is 
impossible  to  make  the  system  work  without  these  indispensable  auxiliaries. 
The  following  extract,  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Forrester,  on  this  head  will  interest 
the  reader : — 
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•‘Without  inspectors,”  he  says,  “ it  is  impossible  for  me  to  acquit  myself  of 
“ my  duties ; and  the  labor  of  my  office  would  exceed  my  powers,  moral  and 
“ physical.  Moreover,  by  delaying  the  appointment  of  those  officers  a large 
“ portion  of  my  usefulness  is  destroyed.  It  is  an  acknowledged  fact,  that  many 
“ countries  in  Europe  are  unable  to  dispense  with  their  services.  There  is  more 
reason  to  consider  them  as  indispensable  in  this  country,  where  the  means  of 
“ communication  between  the  various  localities,  scattered  over  the  country,  are 
“ much  more  rare.  Their  duties  are  of  two  kinds  : 1.  The  diffusion  throughout 
“ the  most  remote  settlements  of  a knowledge  of  the  various  laws  relating  to 
public  instruction,  and  the  execution  of  the  orders  issued  from  time  to  time 
“ by  the  superintendent.  2.  The  excitement  of  emulation  among  the  rate-payers 
“ of  the  places  which  they  visit,  and  the  consequent  promotion  of  the  interests 
“ of  education.” 

In  Upper  Canada  there  are  not  less  than  300  inspectors.  They  are  paid  by 
the  municipalities,  ^nd  the  appointment  of  them  is  entrusted  to  the  municipal 
authorities.  Their  salaries  vary  from  ^4  to  $6  for  each  visit  to  a school. 

Independently  of  all  other  considerations,  it  is  evident  that  in  the  present 
stale  of  the  municipal  system  of  Lower  Canada  it  would  be  impossible  to  secure 
the  efficient  inspection  of  schools  under  such  an  arrangement.  Moreover,  it 
appears  to  me  very  doubtful  in  principle,  whether  the  officer,  who  should  control 
the  direction  exercised  by  the  commissioners  and  trustees  over  the  schools,  ought 
to  be  appointed  and  paid  by  any  local  authority,  rather  than  by  the  department  of 
public  instruction. 

What  remains  to  be  done,  therefore,  is,  as  I suggested  in  a former  report,  to 
reduce  the  excessive  extent  of  the  districts  of  inspection,  and,  as  often  as  may 
be  practicable,  to  appoint  men  to  be  inspectors  who  have  been  teachers.  This 
measure  would  necessarily  involve  an  increase  of  expense  ; but  on  this  head, 
as  on  many  others,  we  must  be  content  to  represent  to  the  legislature  and  the 
government  what  we  say  every  day  to  the  rate-payers : that  it  is  better  to  spend 
a little  more  and  obtain  a result,  than  to  spend  a smaller  amount  to  no  purpose. 
Moreover  we  might  organize  new  districts,  so  as  to  render  an  effective  inspection 
of  ail  the  schools  twice  in  the  year  physically  possible.  This  arrangement  would 
not  require  more  than  six  or  seven  additional  inspectors,  and  a part  of  their 
salaries  might  be  derived  from  a slight  deduction  from  the  salaries  of  those 
inspectors  whose  districts  may  have  been  diminished  in  a considerable  degree, 
and  the  latter  would  be  gainers  by  the  change. 

It  would  then  become  very  easy  to  regulate  the  length  of  the  visits,  and  the 
forms  to  be  observed  in  making  them;  and,  in  short,  to  prescribe  to  the  inspect- 
ors a mode  of  proceeding  from  which  they  could  not  deviate.  In  other  countries 
the  inspector  is  bound  to  chaw  up  a proces-verbal  of  his  visit  during  its  conti- 
nuance. This  is  countersigned  by  the  teacher  and  by  those  persons  who  repre- 
sent the  local  authorities,  and  who  are  bound  to  attend.  The  government 
functionary  can  receive  his  salary  only  on  the  production  of  all  the  pnjces-vcrbaux. 

It  would  be  necessary,  in  this  country,  to  compel  school  commissioners  and 
their  secretary-treasurers,  by  a penalty,  to  attend  the  inspectors  in  their  visits. 
It  may  be  seen  by  the  reports  of  the  latter,  that  they  have  the  greatest  difficulty 
in  obtaining  the  attendance  of  commissioners  and  trustees,  and  even  in  finrling 
them  together,  so  as  to  procure  from  them  the  necessary  explanations,  and  to 
convey  to  them  the  advice,  which  is  needful  to  guide  them  in  the  performance  of 
their  duties. 

Teachers  ought,  all  other  things  being  equal,  to  be  preferred  to  all  other 
candidates,  and  when  the  Normal  schools  shall  have  been  longer  in  operation  it 
would  be  just  to  provide  that  the  office  of  Inspector  shall  be  given  to  none  but 
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professors  and  teachers  of  a certain  number  of  years’  standing.  This  would  be 
one  of  the  most  powerful  means  of  procuring  and  retaining  the  services  of  young 
persons  of  merit  as  teachers,  and  of  securing  functionaries  who  will  attend  exclu- 
sively  to  their  duties. 

The  distribution  of  the  money  granted  to  the  universities,  colleges,  acade- 
mies and  model  schools,  becomes  more  difficult  every  year  from  the  increased 
number  of  those  institutions,  especially  of  the  model  schools.  It  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed that  the  establishment  of  those  schools  is  one  of  the  best  means  of  promot- 
ing education,  and  above  all,  that  it  secures  to  the  best  qualified  among  the 
teachers  more  liberal  salaries  than  they  have  hitherto  enjoyed.  It  is  nevertheless 
much  to  be  desired  that  a special  grant  should  be  devoted  to  the  support  of  those 
schools.  The  sum  granted  for  their  support,  being  taken,  or  rather  appearing  to 
be  taken,  from  the  fund  for  superior  education  is  productive  of  a two-fold  incon- 
venience. I say  appears  to  be  taken  from  the  fund  for  superior  education,  be- 
cause in  reality,  inasmuch  as  the  income  arising  from  the.  Jesuits’  estates  is 
not  sufficient  to  constitute  that  fund,  a larger  sum  is  taken  from  the  balance  of 
the  common  school  fund,  than  that  which  is  paid  for  the  support  of  the  model 
schools.  The  twofold  inconvenience  consists  in  this,  that  in  the  first  place 
directors  of  colleges  and  academies  are  under  the  impression  that  the  entire 
grant,  called  the  grant  for  superior  education,  is  intended  for  them  ; and  in  the 
second  place,  those  who  are  opposed  in  principle  to  grants  in  favor  of  such  insti- 
tutions, do  not  consider  that  £2795  is  paid  to  the  best  of  the  common  schools  of 
which  they  are  the  advocates  and  defenders. 

The  reasons  which  I have  shewn  in  my  former  Report,  as  being  opposed  for 
the  moment  to  any  other  classification  of  the  institutions  for  superior  education, 
still  exist,  and  it  is  only  gradually  that  we  can  attain  that  object.'  An  increase 
of  the  grant  would  enable  this  department  to  do  more  towards  it,  but  success  is 
scarcely  to  be  expected  in  the  present  state  of  things. 

The  universities  and  colleges  maintain  as  we  have  seen,  a tolerably  prospe- 
rous position.  As  the  number  of  these  establishment  does  not  increase,  there  is 
some  hope  that  they  may  be  able  to  maintain  themselves  with  the  subsidies 
which  they  now  receive,  although  an  increase  would  be  desirable,  to  enable 
them  to  carry  out  the  improvements  relating  to  hygiene  and  physical  education. 

The  debts  contracted  for  buildings  and  other  expenses  incident  to  the  instal- 
lation of  some  of  these  institutions,  more  recently  established,  have  induced  an 
amount  of  embarrassment  of  which  I would  gladly  relieve  them,  if  the  state  of 
the  superior  education  fund  permitted  me  ;but,  as  we  have  seen,  in  order  that  we 
may  keep  up  the  present  annual  grants,  and  distribute  aids  to  new  institutions 
established  in  counties  where  there  were  none,  it  is  become  necessary  to  discon- 
linuo  any  special  grant  of  this  kind.  Moreover  such  grants  had  really  become 
an  abuse. 

In  this  state  of  things,  we  learn  the  full  value  of  the  ancient  endowments  of 
the  two  venerable  houses  of  education,  the  Seminaries  of  Quebec  and  Montreal, 
endowments  which  render  them  entirely  independent  of  all  Legislative  subsidies, 
which  indeed  they  have  never  shared.  The  recent  large  developement  of  the 
former  of  these  institutions,  in  the  Laval  University,  I have  already  noticed  in  my 
former  Reports;  and  in  the  “Lower  Canada  Journal  of  Education  ” will  be 
found  historical  sketches  of  that,  and  of  the  University  of  McGill  College. 

The  industrial  colleges  were  founded,  some,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying 
certain  requirements  of  our  social  condition,  and  combining  with  the  boarding- 
school  system  a species  of  instruction  approaching  very  nearly  to  that  which 
constitutes  superior  education,  wanting  only  the  study  of  the  dead  languages  ; 
others  were  established  with  the  more  ambitious  view  of  their  hereafter  becoming 
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classical  colleges,  a part  of  their  design  which  has  been  given  up  on  account  of  the 
already  large  number  of  such  institutions.  These  industrial  colleges  have  how- 
ever certain  obstacles  to  contend  with,  ariv«ing  from  the  absence  of  that  particular 
in  which  they  differ  from  the  others,  the  teaching  of  Latin.  Many  catholic  yeo- 
men subject  their  children  to  a long  course  of  study  solely  in  the  hope  that  they 
will  embrace  the  clerical  profession,  and  thus  the  institutions  in  question  lose 
many  pupils.  Thus  local  influences  tend  to  give  a larger  scope  to  the  original 
plan  of  such  schools,  and  to  convert  them  into  classical  colleges.  As  to  those 
which  are  more  especially  under  ecclesi  astical  authority,  a highly  praise- 
worthy degree  of  prudence  has  been  exerted  to  restrain  them  from  the  study  of 
Latin  and  Greek. 

Most  of  these  institutions  are  in  a rather  precarious  state.  Great  efforts 
were  made  by  their  founders  to  erect  buildings  which  do  honor  to  the  districts  in 
which  they  are  situated.  The  aids  granted  them  by  the  department  scarcely  go 
beyond  the  means  of  paying  current  expenses  and  the  interest  of  the  debts  with 
which  most  of  them  are  burthened.  Certainly,  if  the  aid  granted  to  them  is  not 
increased,  so  as  to  enable  me  to  prescribe  a more  complete  course  of  instruc- 
tion in  the  physical  and  mathematical  sciences,  and  to  procure  for  them  the 
apparatus  necessary  for  such  instruction,  in  a word  to  give  them  a character  of 
reality  thoroughly  corresponding  with  the  name  they  bear,  a name  assumed  by 
some,  and  considered  suitable  for  all  of  them,  in  order  to  distinguish  them  from 
the  classical  colleges,  these  intermediate  institutions  must  languish  and  fail  to 
fulfil  the  objects  which  appeared  to  be  their  destiny. 

The  academies  for  boys  and  mixed  academies  for  boys  and  girls  are  very 
numerous,  particularly  in  certain  counties.  They  were  already  too  numerous 
when  the  department  was  charged  with  the  distribution  of  the  grant.  In  these 
institutions  a course  of  study  is  usually  pursued  which  is  suitable  as  a prepara- 
tion for  the  classical  colleges.  Here  the  larger  number,  the  unlimited  competi- 
tion, a result  of  the  scantiness  of  the  resources  of  each,  causes  that  to  languish 
and  dwindle,  which  might  otherwise  grow  and  prosper.  It  were  greatly  to  be 
desired,  that  the  influential  men  of  every  county,  and  the  directors  of  academies 
themselves,  would  agree  together  to  reduce  the  number  of  them.  This  would 
enable  me  to  increase  the  allowance  of  each,  while  in  the  present  state  of  things 
I shall  be  compelled  to  diminish  it,  until  it  becomes  an  insignificant  trifle. 

At  the  risk  of  repeating  myself,  I must  again  remark  that  this  state  of  things 
cannot  be  attributed  to  this  department,  which  was  bound  in  the  distribution  of 
the  grant  to  follow  that  mode  of  distribution  which  had  been  initiated  by  the 
legislature,  with  this  great  difference  only,  that  the  parliament  in  its  omnipotence 
annually  increased  its  largesses,  whereas  the  department  had  to  follow  a course 
diametrically  opposite.  As  I have  explained  in  my  last  report,  it  would  be  very 
difficult,  in  the  absence  of  very  important  reasons,  entirely  to  suppress  the  grant 
originally  made  by  the  legislature  to  any  one  of  these  institutions.  I can  only 
in  future  put  a stop  to  the  opening  of  new  institutions,  in  places  already  possessing 
several,  by  refusing  the  supplies.  This  rule  could  not  be  very  strictly  observed 
at  first,  on  account  of  undertakings  which  had  been  commenced  on  the  faith  of 
the  system  then  prevailing  and  not  unfrequently  in  reliance  on  promises  of  aid 
on  the  part  of  the  men  in  authority.  The  department  is  now  in  a position 
to  carry  it  out,  and  it  had  its  full  influence  in  the  distribution  of  1^57. 

A more  complete  and  strictly  correct  classification  of  these  schools  can  be 
attained  but  bv  slow  degrees.  The  conditions  which  the  law  enablesthe  govern- 
ment  to  annex  to  the  payment  of  the  aid  given,  may  serve  as  one  means,  and  it 
may  readily  be  seen  by  a comparison  of  the  tables  we  now  publish  with  the 
grants  formerly  made  by  the  legislature,  that  great  progress  has  been  already 
made  in  the  performance  of  this  duty. 
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With  respect  to  the  common  schools,  the  reports  of  the  inspectors  concur 
in  pointing  out  the  same  obstacles,  with  a degree  of  unanimity,  which  of  itself  is 
the  strongest  proof  to  be  adduced  of  the  justice  of  their  demands.  The  necessity 
of  making  rules,  for  the  discipline  of  the  schools,  and  to  secure  uniformity  in  the 
choice  of  class-books,  is  evident.  The  law  has  conferred  the  powers  which  relate 
to  these  two  important  measures  on  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  ; and  it 
would  ill  become  the  department,  and  be  imprudent  in  policy,  to  assume  the 
initiative  of  measures  which  might  be  disavowed  by  that  body,  whcm  it  is 
appointed.  It  would  be  attended  with  serious  inconvenience  to  the  schools  them- 
selves, through  the  disorder  which  it  would  produce,  and  to  fathers  of  families, 
through  the  useless  expenses  which  it  would  entail  on  them.  This  consideration 
renders  the  appointment  of  the  Council  of  Public  Instruction  (the  establishment 
of  which  was  provided  for  by  Parliament  according  to  the  suggestions  contain- 
ed in  my  first  report)  a matter  of  paramount  and  urgent  necessity. 

My  suggestion,  relative  to  the  publication  of  a series  of  reading  books,  adapt- 
ed to  the  wants  of  the  country,  are  found  repeated  in  the  reports  of  several  of  the 
inspectors  this  year.  I do  not  hesitate  to  declare  my  conviction  of  its  great  im- 
portance and  necessity. 

The  want  of  maps,  globes,  reading-tables  and  pictures  for  object-lessons 
is  also  severely  felt  ; and  as  I suggested  in  my  two  last  reports,  the  only 
means  of  providing  a supply  is  the  establishment  of  a depot  of  such  articles, 
on  the  plan  of  that  which  has  effected  so  much  good  in  Upper  Canada.  Unfor- 
tunately there  is  no  appropriation  of  funds  for  such  a purpose.  The  Council  of 
Public  Inst  uction  are  also  authorised  by  law  to  cause  school-books,  maps,  &c.,  to 
be  published,  but  to  enable  its  members  to  fulfil  that  important  part  of  their 
duties,  it  is  indispensable  that  a sufficient  sum  be  placed  at  their  disposal. 

Parish  Libraries  also  will  continue  to  be  of  slow  formation,  until  we  adopt 
the  system  of  Upper  Canada  to  give  it  an  impulse. 

The  erection  of  school  houses  on  a new  plan  is  become  so  much  the  more 
necessary,  as  in  many  places  the  old  ones,  built  with  insufficient  means,  while  the 
law  was  being  first  put  in  operation,  are  either  altogether  unfit  to  be  inhabited,  or 
in  need  of  extensive  repairs.  I have  caused  a series  of  articles  on  this  important 
subject  to  be  inserted  in  the  “ Journal  de  Vlnstruction  Puhlique^^"*  together  with 
plans  and  engravings.  But  here  again  the  department  finds  the  want  of  pecuni- 
ary resources.  A new  appropriation  should  be  made  as  speedily  as  possible, 
and  with  reference  to  the  mode  of  distributing  it,  I must  again  invite  the  atten- 
tion of  the  government  to  the  suggestions  contained  in  my  last  report. 

To  improve  the  condition  of  the  teachers  has  always  been  a constant  aim  of 
the  department.  The  irregular  method  of  paying  their  salaries  had  always  till 
now  been  one  of  the  chief  obstacles  to  the  progress  of  education.  This  irregular- 
ity was  produced  partly  by  the  negligence  of  the  school-commissioners,  partly 
by  th?  forced  tardiness  of  the  department  in  distributing  the  half  yearly  aid,  in 
cons'quence  of  ihe  system  adopted  ; a system  which  required  the  passing  of  an 
Older  in  council  for  the  payment  of  ihe  share  of  each  several  municipality,  when 
and  as  soon  as  the  commissioners  should  have  conformed  to  the  law  by  transmit- 
ting their  report.  The  legislalion  of  1856  obviated  this  inconvenience,  by  placing 
the  entire  amount  at  once,  at  the  expiration  of  the  half-year,  in  the  hands  of  the  su- 
perintendent. The  following  table  will  shew  the  progress  made  in  the  distribution 
of  the  grant,  in  consequence  of  this  important  reform. 
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A Table  shewing  the  dates  of  the  payment  of  the  annual  grant  to  the  various  muni- 
cipalities in  recent  years. 


Half  yearly  payments. 

Dates  of 
payment 

Month  in  which  payment 
was  made. 

Number 

! of  municipalities 
paid. 

Amount  paid. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Second 

1854, 

1855 

March, 

165 

8133 

12 

8 

Second 

1854, 

1855 

April, 

102 

2825 

8 

0 

Second 

1854, 

1855 

May, 

59 

1680 

16 

9 

Second 

1854, 

1855 

June, 

14 

231 

3 

6 

Second 

1854, 

1855 

August, 

18 

495 

16 

11 

Second 

1854, 

1855 

October, 

15 

450 

5 

3 

Second 

1854, 

1855 

December, 

5 

' 96 

8 

1 

First 

1855, 

1855 

August,  

338 

10219 

3 

10 

First 

1855, 

1855 

October, 

101 

3349 

1 

9 

First 

1855, 

1855 

December, 

22 

505 

15 

1 

Second 

1855, 

1856 

February, 

389 

10898 

18 

0 

Second 

1855, 

1856 

May, 

79 

2330 

7 

3 

Second 

1855, 

1856 

July, 

14 

399 

6 

6 

Second 

1855, 

1856 

August, 

17 

577 

1 

11 

First 

1856, 

1856 

August, 

421 

12255 

13 

1 

First 

1856, 

1856 

September, 

38 

808 

3 

11 

First 

1856, 

1856 

October, 

17 

441 

14 

11 

First 

1856, 

1856 

November, 

7 

156 

16 

9 

First 

1856, 

1856 

December, 

5 

63 

11 

10 

Second 

1856, 

1857 

January,  

207 

6435 

7 

3 

Second 

1856, 

1357 

February, 

167 

4538 

9 

3 

Second 

1856, 

1857 

March, 

61 

1651 

4 

6 

First 

1857, 

1857 

July, 

307 

9198 

12 

9 

August, 

142 

2870 

0 

0 

Second 

1857, 

1858 

January,  

211 

6660 

0 

0 

February, 

157 

4401 

0 

0 

March, 

96 

2276 

0 

0 

First 

1858,.... 

1858 

July, 

366 

10543 

0 

0 

Thus,  while  no  part  of  the  second  half-year’s  grant  for  1854,  which  was 
payable  on  1st  January,  1855,  bad  been  paid  on  1st  March,  1855,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  month  there  were  only  163  municipalities  which  had  received  their  share 
thereof;  in  1858,  211  municipalities  had  been  paid  for  the  second  half  of  1857, 
by  the  last  day  of  January;  and  all  had  received  their  share,  before  the  end  of 
March.  With  respect  to  the  second  half  of  1858,  which  fell  due  on  1st  July 
instant,  it  will  be  seen  that  366  municipalities  have  already  received  their  shares 
of  the  grant,  amounting  to  £10,543. 

This  not  only  shews  the  difference  between  the  two  systems  of  payment,  but 
evinces  likewise  much  greater  diligence  on  the  part  of  the  municipalities.  The 
one  measure  of  reform  contributed  to  effect  the  other : for  as  soon  as  the  muni- 
cipalities had  the  assurance  that  the  department  would  be  prompt  to  pay  what  was 
due  to  them,  when  all  the  formalities  were  fulfilled,  the  local  authorities,having  the 
whole  responsibility  of  delay,  would  naturally  use  greater  diligence  in 
the  performance  of  their  duties.  It  is  also  important  that  the  teachers  should  be 
made  aware  how  promptly  payments  are  now  made,  in  order  that  the  Secretary- 
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Treasurers  may  no  longer  have  a pretext  for  retaining  the  masters’  salaries  in  their 
hands,  of  which  unfortunately  more  than  one  instance  has  occurred.  Whenever  any 
considerable  delay  occurs,  the  teacher  now  knows  that  the  local  authority  is  to 
blame  ; either  that  the  commissioners  have  not  collected  the  assessment,  or  that 
the  Secretary-Treasurer  is  negligent  in  the  performance  of  his  duties. 

Another  important  measure  of  reform  has  been  effected  by  the  legislation  of 
1856.  The  commissioners  frequently  changed,  and  still  continue  to  change,  their 
schoolmasters  without  any  reason,  or  usually  actuated  by  the  very  unjustifiable 
motive  of  a mistaken  spirit  of  economy.  If  they  did  not  venture  to  dismiss  the 
teacher,  before  the  expiration  of  his  engagement,  they  waited  till  the  day  before 
it  was  to  terminate,  and  then,  if  they  found  another  willing  to  take  the  place  at  a 
lower  salary,  he  was  informed  that  his  services  were  no  longer  required.  My 
predecessor  had  wisely  required  commissioners  and  school  trustees  to  give  three 
months’  notice  to  any  master  whom  they  did  not  wish  to  re-engage  after  the  ter- 
mination of  his  engagement.  The  executive  government  have  considered  the 
absence  of  a regular  notice  to  be  equivalent  to  an  arbitrary  dismissal  without 
cause  ; and  in  several  instances  of  this  kind,  1 have  been  authorised  to  pay  to 
teachers,  indemnities  which  were  deducted  from  the  share  of  the  grant,  belong- 
ing to  the  municipality.  The  provision  of  the  law,  under  which  these  payments 
were  made,  was  one  most  favorable  to  the  teachers ; and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  example  of  the  municipalities  who  have  been  thus  punished  will  have  the 
effect  of  speedily  putting  an  end  to  so  great  an  abuse. 

We  have  seen  in  the  recapitulation  of  the  statistics,  that  on  the  whole,  an 
encouraging  increase  has  taken  place  in  the  salaries  ; but  in  order  to  ensure  the 
progress  of  this  increase,  until  the  teacher  shall  have  attained  to  his  proper  posi- 
tion in  the  social  scale,  an  augmentation  of  the  grant  for  common  schools  is  ab- 
solutely necessary.  The  insufficient  amount  of  this  grant,  which  instead  of  in- 
creasing, in  respect  of  each  municipality,  diminishes  a little  every  year, 
as  I have  before  shewn,  bears  chiefly  on  the  teacher.  While  all 
others  items  of  expenditure  remain  nearly  unchanged,  or  rather  grow  in 
amount,  the  salary  of  the  teacher  seems  to  be  almost  the  only  thing  consider- 
ed to  be  sufficiently  elastic  to  give  way,  in  the  numerous  combinations  required 
by  the  insufficiency  of  municipal  resources.  Every  year  in  every  municipality 
new  school  districts  are  formed,  new  schools  established,  new  teachers  engaged, 
at  trifling  salaries  it  is  true;  the  effect  however  is,  that  the  remuneration  of  the 
other  masters  cannot  be  raised,  but  must  often  be  somewhat  diminished.  The 
whole  extent  of  the  evil  resulting  from  such  a state  of  things  cannot  be  conceived. 
The  teacher  cannot  understand  why  he  is  the  only  person  in  society  who  is  doomed 
to  see  his  pecuniary  resources,  not  increase,  but  diminish,  while  he  exhausts  him- 
self with  toil,  with  zealous  service,  with  study  to  attain  perfect  skill  in  his  profes- 
sion. He  loses  heart,  he  abandons  his  profession,  or  what  is  still  worse,  he 
exercises  it  carelessly  and  negligently,  and  loses  instead  of  gaining  ground.  It 
would  appear  that  the  increase  of  the  assessment  should  produce  a correspond- 
ing increase  in  the  salaries  of  the  teachers,  and  so  it  would,  but  for  the  circum- 
stances to  which  I have  just  adverted.  The  topographical  character  of  Lower 
Canada  has  great  influence  in  this  matter.  The  villages  are  few  ; the  inhabitants 
residing  along  the  entire  front  of  each  concession.  Thus  the  schools  are  inevitably 
multiplied.  The  heads  of  families  being  compelled  to  pay,  not  only  the  assess- 
ment on  their  real  estate,  but  also  the  monthly  fees  for  tuition,  each  acquires  the 
right  of  having  a school  within  such  short  distance  of  his  dwelling  that  he  may 
conveniently  send  his  children  to  it;  and,  as  the  system  is  elective,  he  is  enabled 
to  enforce  his  rights. 

We  can  hardly,  however,  expect  any  very  large  increase  in  the  assessments 
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in  future  years.  With  the  best  will  in  the  world,  it  is  evident  that  the  municipa- 
lities can  scarcely  do  more  than  they  now  do.  The  only  way  to  induce  them  to 
do  this,  would  be  to  increase  the  share  of  each,  in  proportion  to  the  sacrifices  it 
may  have  made  ; and  this  was  the  general  expectation  in  the  passing  of  the  new 
law,  under  which  they  were  recommended  to  make  their  assessment  double  the 
amount  of  their  share  of  the  grant,  and  enabled  to  do  it.  It  may  not  be  improper 
here  to  remark,  that  the  restriction  still  existing;  relative  to  special  assessments  for 
the  erection  of  school  houses,  should  be  annulled,  as  that  was  annulled  which 
limited  the  amount  of  the  assessment  on  real  estate  to  the  amount  received  from 
the  government  grant. 

If  I insist  so  strenuously  on  the  necessity  of  increasing  the  salaries  of  the 
teachers,  it  is  certainly  not  because  I consider  that  on  that  measure  hangs  the 
whole  question  of  the  elevation  of  that  useful  class  in  the  social  scale,  but  that  it 
is  the  first  step  upwards  as  our  social  system  is  now  constituted,  and  that,  failing 
that,  the  others  will  be  made  with  difficully.  There  are  however  conditions  of 
progress  which  are  based  on  more  noble,  more  elevated  motives,  and  they  have 
not  been  disregarded. 

Teachers’  associations  have  been  formed  in  each  normal  school  district,  and 
these  have  been  divided  into  sections,  corresponding  with  the  districts  of  inspec- 
tion. Several  sections  have  been  already  organized  ; and  the  associations  them- 
selves have  already  held  several  conferences  and  discussions,  and  useful  and 
interesting  lectures  have  been  delivered.  Talents  and  qualifications  hitherto 
unknown  have  been  discovered,  a feeling  of  common  interest  begins  to  spring  up, 
the  union  which  constitutes  strength  has  a tendency  to  be  formed.  I know  few 
things  better  adapted  than  these  to  raise  the  teacher  in  his  own  estimation  and 
in  that  of  the  public  ; while  at  the  same  time  his  acquirements  are  increased  in 
quantity  and  degree,  and  his  sphere  of  action  is  extended.  These  associations  require 
an  aid  to  enable  them  to  form  a library  in  each  section,  although  they  are  allowed 
the  use  of  those  belonging  to  the  normal  schools.  “ Le  Journal  de  I’lnstruction 
Publique,”  and  “the  Journal  of  Education”  are  also  two  most  effectual  agents  of 
intellectual  culture  ; and  I have  made  every  effort  to  render  them  as  interest  ing 
as  possible.  With  respect  to  these  publications  also,  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
grant  does  not  suffice  to  enable  me  to  send  them  gratuitously  to  each  school. 

The  competition  kept  up  by  inferior  teachers  male  and  female,  with  those 
who  are  well  qualified,  the  engagement  of  teachers,  hired  literally  at  the  lowest 
rate,  according  to  the  practice  in  some  municipalities  which  have  been  threatened 
with  the  deprivation  of  their  share  of  the  government  grant,  if  they  continue  it, 
constitute  serious  difficulties  which  would  be  evidently  aggravated  by  the  aj> 
pointment  of  boards  of  examiners  in  the  several  counties  respectively,  invested 
with  a lithe  authority  now  granted  to  them  by  the  laws  in  force.  In  my  last  year’s 
report,  I invited  the  attention  of  the  legislature  to  this  subject  more  particularly, 
and  I have  found  no  reason  to  change  the  opinion  which  1 then  expressed.  It  is 
nevertheless  of  urgent  importance,  that  the  point  should  be  decided,  as,  should  the 
system  which  I have  suggested  not  be  adopted,  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  other 
steps,  to  provide  for  a better  system  of  examination  for  the  admission  of  candidates 
as  teachers,  than  that  which  is  now  in  use. 

To  recapitulate  : 

From  the  foregoing  remarks  we  deduce  that  it  is  necessary  : lo.  To  provide 
grants  for  superior  education  independently  of  the  income  of  the  Jesuits’  Estates, 
and  of  the  common  school  grant,  leaving  the  annual  additional  grant  for 
the  latter  untouched  and  capable  of  being  applied  to  increase  the  grant  to  each 
municipality  ; 2o.  To  reorganise,  and  make  by-laws  for  the  inspection  of  schools, 
and  the  examination  of  candidates  for  admission  as  teachers;  3o.  To  provide  for 
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the  compilation  and  printing  of  school  books  ; 4o.  To  establish  a depot  similar  to 
that  of  tipper  Canada  for  school  and  parish-libraries  ; 5o.  To  increase  the  grant 
for  the  Normal  schools. 

It  will  perhaps  be  thought  strange  that  in  the  present  state  of  the  finances  of 
thecountry,  I should  insist  so  strongly  on  the  i^ecessityof  measures  which  involve 
an  increased  expenditure.  T answer,  that  happily  Canada  has  advanced  too  far 
in  the  noble  career  of  public  education  to  be  able  to  draw  back.  The  question 
might  be  mooted  whether  a government  ought  or  ought  not  to  take  the  education 
of  the  people  into  its  own  hands,  but  having  once  undertaken  it,  there  is  but  o>ne  way 
of  performing  the  duty.  Every  day,  even  in  the  most  difficult  circumstances,  we 
undertake  the  most  stupendous  and  expensive  public  works,  with  a view  to  the 
profits  which  may  inure  to  the  Province,  as  a portion  of  the  great  human  so- 
ciety, without  caring  whether  the  treasury  will  ever  receive  any  equivalent  for 
the  amount  expended.  We  say  with  reason  that  channels  must  be  opened  for 
our  commerce  and  our  manufactures  ; will  any  one  dare  to  deny  that  it  is  equal- 
ly important,  even  in  view  of  our  material  interests,  to  open  a way  to  the  future 
to  the  intelligence  of  the  rising  generation  ? 

Persuaded  that  a government  and  a legislature  which  have  already  done 
such  great  things,  will  not  flinch  from  the  performance  of  a task  so  fair  in  promise, 
and  so  necessary  in  itself,  I have  unabated  confidence  in  submitting  to  you  the 
foregoing  reflexions  ; and  I can  assure  you,  that  whatever  increase  of  labor  or  res- 
ponsibility may  result  from  the  measures  of  reform  which  I recommend,  you  will 
always  find  me  ready  to  acquit  myself  of  my  part  therein,  to  the  best  of  my 
humble  abilities  and  of  the  strength  with  which  Providence  has  designed  to  bless 
me. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

PIERRE  J.  O.  CHAUVEAU. 
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Table  A.  Report  of  the  Census  made  by  the  School  Commissioners  and  the 


INSPECTORSHIP 

OF 

Number  of  heads  of  families. 

Number  of 
boys  from 
five  to  seven. 

No.  of  boys 
from  seven 
to  fourteen. 

No.  of  boys 
from  fourteen 
to  sixteen. 

Total  number 
of  boys  from 
five  to  sixteen. 

Number  of 
girls  from  five 
to  seven. 

In  the  municipality. 

1 

Attending  schools. 

In  the  municipality. 

Attending  schools. 

In  the  municipality. 

Attending  sehools. 

In  the  municipality. 

Attending  schools 

In  the  municipality. 

Attending  schools. 

J.  B.  F.  Painchaud. . 

294 

156 

28 

110 

16 

139 

12 

405 

56 

167 

26 

Jos.  Meagher 

2164 

749 

211 

1614 

725 

466 

70 

2829 

1006 

672 

169 

V.  Martin 

794 

278 

46 

627 

139 

133 

9 

1038 

194 

257 

39 

G.  Tangnay 

5206 

1573 

672 

4354 

2401 

701 

123 

6628 

3196 

1447 

688 

C.  Cimon 

1500 

374 

220 

1131 

533 

216 

34 

1721 

787 

303 

149 

John  Hume 

2035 

612 

147 

1487 

657 

325 

47 

2424 

851 

526 

129 

P.  F.  Boland 

7066 

2153 

ir- 

00 

5423 

2920 

1384 

216 

8960 

3923 

2187 

886 

J.  Cr^pault 

3590 

1044 

444 

3091 

2288 

570 

100 

4705 

2832 

908 

382 

P.  M.  Bardy 

9119 

2473 

1071 

7337 

4709 

1597 

222 

11407 

6002 

2481 

1038 

Rev.  R.  Plees 

1759 

479 

255 

1913 

1321 

361 

239 

2753 

1815 

431 

283 

P.  Hubert 

4247 

1222 

441 

3449 

2290 

605 

110 

5276 

2841 

1077 

356 

G.  A.  Bourgeois  .... 

1169 

376 

158 

962 

515 

208 

84 

1546 

757 

397 

146 

B.  Maurault 

3309 

931 

394 

2881 

1950 

524 

84 

4336 

2428 

902 

421 

M.  Child 

5048 

1231 

687 

3494 

2350 

686 

339 

5411 

3376 

1154 

689 

R.  Parmelee 

5901 

1423 

857 

4329 

2935 

874 

288 

6626 

4080 

1263 

809 

J.  N.  A.  Archambault 

5966 

1541 

410 

4709 

3308 

857 

127 

7107 

3845 

1341 

353 

A.  P.  L.  Consigny.. . 

5408 

1350 

430 

4128 

2887 

739 

127 

6217 

3444 

1217 

443 

M.  Lanctot 

4988 

1649 

609 

4417 

3230 

891 

211 

6957 

4050 

1507 

597 

J.  Bruce 

6012 

1622 

734 

4299 

2625 

983 

303 

6904 

3662 

1477 

646 

F.  X.  Valade 

9388 

2962 

1188 

6670 

4461 

1458 

389 

11090 

6038 

2865 

1119 

A.  D.  Dorval 

6173 

1703 

571 

5124 

3083 

1015 

195 

7842 

3849 

1603 

525 

C.  Germain 

5237 

1327 

588 

3644 

2335 

690 

108 

5661 

3031 

1264 

535 

J.  J.  Roney 

3182 

1038 

346 

2329 

1061 

585 

112 

3952 

1519 

970 

308 

Total 

99555 

28266 

11294 

77522 

48739 

16007 

3549 

121795 

63582 

26416 

10736 
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Trustees  of  Dissentient  Schools  in  the  Municipalities  of  L.  C.,  for  the  year  1857. 


No.  of  girls 
from  seven  to 
fourteen. 

No.  of  girls 
from  fourteen 
to  sixteen. 

Total  No.  of 
girls  from  five 
to  sixteen. 

No.  of  children 
from  five  to 
seven. 

No.  of  children 
from  seven 
to  fourteen. 

No.  of  children 
from  fourteen 
to  sixteen. 

Total  No.  of 
children  from 
five  to  sixteen. 

In  the  municipalitj. 

Attending  schools. 

In  the  municipality. 

Attending  schools. 

In  the  municipality. 

j Attending  schools. 

In  the  municipality. 

Attending  schools. 

In  the  municipality. 

Attending  schools. 

In  the  municipality. 

Attending  schools. 

In  the  municipality. 

Attending  schools. 

151 

14 

159 

10 

477 

50 

323 

54 

261 

30 

298 

22 

882 

106 

1478 

621 

482 

62 

2632 

852 

1421 

380 

3092 

1346 

948 

132 

5461 

1868 

' 559 

114 

91 

12 

907 

165 

535 

85 

1186 

253 

224 

21 

1945 

359 

4047 

2447 

756 

175 

6250 

3310 

3020 

1360 

8401 

4848 

1457 

298 

12878 

6506 

1083 

543 

293 

35 

1679 

727 

677 

369 

2214 

1076 

509 

69 

3400 

1514 

1437 

707 

311 

47 

2274 

883 

1138 

276 

2924 

1364 

636 

94 

4698 

1734 

A 

5442 

3057 

1525 

270 

9154 

4213 

434» 

1673 

10865 

5977 

2909 

486 

18114 

w 

8136 

3127 

2223 

586 

139 

4621 

2744 

1952 

826 

6218 

4511 

1156 

239 

9326 

5576 

6670 

4553 

1357 

210 

10508 

5801 

4954 

2109 

14007 

9262 

2954 

432 

21915 

11803 

1917 

1295 

203 

122 

2551 

1700 

910 

538 

3830 

2616 

564 

361 

5304 

3515 

3125 

2153 

588 

127 

4790 

2636 

2299 

797 

6574 

4443 

1193 

237 

10066 

5477 

920 

506 

170 

45 

1487 

697 

773 

304 

1882 

1021 

378 

129 

3033 

1454 

2707 

1981 

453 

83 

4062 

2485 

1833 

815 

5588 

3931 

977 

167 

8398 

4913 

3261 

2244 

627 

333 

5042 

3266 

2385 

1376 

6755 

4594 

1313 

672 

10453 

6642 

3821 

2839 

783 

299 

5867 

3947 

2686 

1666 

8150 

5774 

1657 

587 

12493 

8027 

4548 

3107 

813 

140 

6702 

3600 

2882 

763 

9257 

6415 

1670 

267 

13809 

7445 

4044 

2706 

737 

153 

5998 

3302 

2567 

873 

8172 

5593 

1476 

280 

12215 

6746 

4150 

3083 

867 

225 

6524 

3905 

3156 

1206 

8567 

6313 

1758 

436 

13481 

7955 

4084 

2523 

906 

294 

6467 

3463 

3099 

1380 

8383 

5148 

1889 

597 

13371 

7125 

6469 

4297 

1451 

240 

10785 

5656 

5827 

2307 

13139 

8758 

2909 

629 

21875 

11694 

4815 

2905 

867 

152 

7285 

3582 

3306 

1096 

9939 

5988 

1882 

347 

15127 

7431 

3415 

2278 

624 

124 

5303 

2937 

2591 

1123 

7059 

.4613 

1314 

232 

10964 

5968 

2135 

934 

590 

112 

3695 

1354 

2008 

654 

4464 

1995 

1175 

224 

7647 

2873 

73405 

47130 

15239 

3409 

115060 

61275  1 

54682 

22030 

150927' 

95869 

31246 

6958  ; 

236855 

124857 

36 


TABLE  B. 

STATEMENT  OF  AMOUNTS  LEVIED  FOR  PRIMARY  SCHOOLS  IN  THE  DIFFERENT  SCHOOL 
MUNICIPALITIES  OF  LOWER  CANADA. 


INSPECTORSHIP  OF 


Amount  of 
Annual 
grant. 


Assessment  Amount  of 
or  voluntary'assmt.  levied 
contribution,  over  & above 
to  equal  amt  jamt.  of  grant, 
of  grant,  also  spl.  asst. 


1 Assessment 
Monthly  I for  erection 
fees.  of  school- 
houses,  &c. 


Total  amount 
levied  by 
assmt.  or  by 
voluntary 
contribution. 


£ 

t6 

s. 

0 

d 

0 

; £ 

j 30 

3. 

0 

d. 

0 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

250 

s. 

0 

d. 

0 

£ 

3. 

d. 

£ 

280 

s. 

0 

d. 

0 

28 

15 

5 

i 

1 28 

15 

5 

16 

19 

3 

It 

4 

0 

62 

18 

8 

38 

10 

t 

38 

10 

t 

1 15 

15 

5 

4t 

10 

0 

101 

16 

0 

58 

It 

6 

58 

It 

6 

3t 

2 

6 

94 

16 

0 

50 

0 

0 

240 

16 

0 

35 

It 

10 

35 

It 

10 

25 

0 

0 

43 

4 

4 

40 

0 

0 

144 

2 

2 

44 

6 

t 

44 

6 

t 

8t 

2 

0 

32 

0 

0 

163 

8 

t 

29 

15 

t 

29 

15 

t 

3t 

10 

5 

44 

0 

0 

1 

111 

6 

0 

20 

6 

10 

20 

6 

10 

46 

3 

2 

9 

5 

0 

t5 

15 

0 

25 

4 

0 

25 

4 

0 

3t 

16 

0 

: to 

8 

0 

46 

0 

0 

lt9 

8 

0 

19 

It 

0 

1 

i 

28 

18 

11 

28 

18 

11 

35 

1 

1 

1 

82 

0 

0 

146 

0 

0 

24 

5 

2 

23 

10 

0 

i 6 

15 

0 

30 

g 

0 

2t 

t 

0 

2t 

t 

0 

10 

14 

9 

1 ^ 

19 

0 

45 

0 

0 

10 

0 

5 

10 

0 

51 

1 5 

0 

oi 

6 

0 

0 

21 

0 

5 

15 

9 

9 

15 

9 

9 

14 

0 

3’ 

29 

10 

0 

13 

5 

5 

13 

5 

5| 

10 

14 

t| 

15 

0 

0 

39 

0 

0 

19 

19 

1 

19 

19 

l| 

6 

1 

24 

0 

0 

50 

0 

6 

2t 

3 

6 

2t 

3 

61 

. . i 

12 

It 

6 

40 

1 

0 

62 

0 

4 

62 

0 

4.1 

29 

1 

6 

91 

1 

10 

24 

0 

4 

24 

0 

4 

50 

19 

8 

12 

10 

0 

8t 

10 

0 

32 

18 

1 

32 

18 

1 

t3 

1 

5 

105 

19 

6 

46 

18 

t 

46 

18 

t 

31 

0 

39 

13 

4 

80 

0 

0 

19t 

12 

2 

6 

5 

0 

6 

5 

0 

12 

10 

31 

5 

0 

50 

0 

0 

33 

12 

8 

33 

12 

8 

12 

9 

1| 

14 

0 

0 

40 

10 

4 

100 

12 

1 

5 

1 

6 

5 

1 

6 

19 

8 

6 

24 

10 

0 

6t8 

It 

1 

! 

658 

4 

11 

! 

613 

11 

3 

52t 

t 

2 

338 

10 

4 

213t 

13 

8 

J.  B.  F.  PAINCHAUD. 
Magdalen  Islands. ....... 


J.  MEAGHER. 


Port  Daniel 

Hope 

Cox 

Hamilton 

New  Richmond  & dissentients 

Carleton 

Nouvel 

Shoolbred 

Mann 

Metapediac 

Pox  & Griffin  Core 

Gap  Rosier 

Gasp6  Bay,  North 

“ “ South 

York  & Haldimand 

I^uglass 

Malbaie 

Perc6 

Grande  Riviere 

Newport  & Pabos 

Maria 

Ristigouche 

Cap  Chat 

He  Bonaventure 


Total. 


V.  MARTIN. 


Chicoutimi. 
St.  Joseph. 
Bagot  .... 
Bagotville. 
Laterriere. . 


Total. 


54  1 11 

20  3 3 

35  It  11 
48  19  5 

12  16  8 


lt2  5 2 


54  t 11 
20  3 3 

35  It  11 
48  19  5 

12  16  8 


8t  0 5 


13  0 0 


to  10  o! 


21  12  1 
28  16  0 
28  0 0 


lt2  5 2 100  0 5 


148  18  1 


211  18 
20  3 

5t  10 
90  15 
40  16 


421  3 8 


C.  CIMON. 


Escoumains 

St.  Fidele 

Malbaie 

Ste.  Agnes 

St.  Irende 

Eboulements 

Tie  aux  Coudrcs 

Bale  St.  Paul 

Petite  Riviere 

St.  Urbain 25 


Total, 


24 

It 

o| 

24 

It 

0 

1 

j 

24 

It 

0 

32 

10 

6 

32 

10 

6 

0 

0 

21 

5 

3 

45 

0 

0 

108 

15 

9 

92 

4 

2 

92 

4 

2 

It 

t 

6 

5t 

16 

0 

16t 

t 

8 

44 

9 

4 

44 

9 

4 

1 16 

10 

9 

25 

0 

0 

86 

0 

1 

38 

0 

2 

38 

0 

2 

11 

19 

10 

i 

4t 

0 

0 

9t 

0 

0 

t3 

5 

0 

t3 

5 

0 

45 

0 

0 

00 

10 

0 

166 

15 

0 

25 

1 

2 

25 

1 

2 

10 

19 

5 

46 

3 

4 

82 

2 

11 

110 

12 

11 

110 

12 

11 

44 

0 

0 

32 

6 

0 

186 

18 

11 

^20 

1 

2 

20 

1 

2 

11 

0 

0 

4 

16 

0 

6 

0 

0 

41 

It 

2 

25 

8 

1 

25 

8 

*1 

[ 23 

6 

11 

•’i 

48 

15 

0 

486 

9 

ei 

1 

486 

9 

6 

190 

4 

5 

164 

13 

3 

169. 

2 

4 

1010 

9 

6 

STATEMENT  OF  AMOUNTS  hYjYmj}.— Continued. 


mSPECTORSHIP  OP 

Amount  of 
Annual 
grant. 

Assessment 
or  voluntary 
contribution, 
to  equal  amt. 
of  grant. 

Amount  of 
assmt.  levied, 
over  & above 
amt.  of  grant, 
also  spl.  asst. 

Monthly 

fees. 

Assessment 
for  erection 
of  School- 
houses,  &c. 

Total  amount 
levied  by 
1 assmt,  or  by 
1 voluntary 
contribution. 

REV.  R.  G.  PLEES. 
Quebec,  (City,)  protestants. . 

£ s.  d. 
211  1 6 

£ s.  d. 

211  1 6 

£ s.  d. 
59  18  6 

\ £ s.  d. 

1180  0 0 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d 
1451  0 0 

G.  TANGUAY. 

Ste.  Anne 

Ixworth 

Riviere  Ouelle 

St,  Pacome 

St.  Denis 

Mont  Carmel 

Kamouraska 

St.  Paschal 

Ste.  Helene 

St.  Alexandre 

St.  Andre 

Riviere  du  Loup 

St,  Edouard 

St.  George  de  Cacouna.  . . 

St.  Arsene 

He  Verte 

St.  Eloi 

Trois  Pistoles 

St.  Modeste  de  Whitworth 
Notre  Dame  du  Portage.  . . 

Mdtis 

St.  Simon 

St.  Fabien 

Ste.  Cdcile  du  Bic 

Rimouski 

Ste.  Luce  de  Lessard 

Ste.  Flavie  de  Lepage  . . . . 

Matane 

St,  Octave 


Total. 


20 

8 

4 

20 

8 

4 

4 

4 

0 

24 

12 

4 

70 

5 

1 

70 

5 

1 

34 

14 

11 

105 

0 

0 

51 

10 

9 

51 

10 

9 

' 21 

14 

3 

20 

7 

6 

93 

12 

6 

61 

12 

10 

61 

12 

10 

108 

11 

2 

l70 

4 

0 

20 

17 

7 

20 

17 

7 

1 13 

6 

7 

8 

0 

0 

42 

4 

2 

80 

17 

2 

80 

17 

2 

I 

2 

7 

59 

0 

0 

151 

19 

9 

109 

8 

9 

109 

8 

9 

15 

11 

3 

39 

16 

3 

164 

16 

3 

37 

4 

2 

37 

4 

2 

j 12 

2 

6 

49 

Q 

8 

39 

17 

2 

39 

17 

2 

^ 20 

2 

10 

21 

16 

0 

81 

16 

0 

68 

7 

8 

68 

7 

8 

132 

17 

3 

1 40 

8 

0 

241 

12 

11 

71 

16 

3 

7l 

16 

3 

40 

5 

€ 

15 

4 

0 

127 

5 

9 

34 

12 

10 

34 

12 

10 

70 

6 

7 

56 

0 

0 

1 . . . . 

160 

19 

5 

51 

10 

3 

51 

10 

3 

12 

18 

0 

18 

0 

0 

1 

82 

8 

3 

67 

1 

5 

67 

1 

5 

27 

11 

10 

21 

6 

0 

115 

19 

3 

92 

11 

2 

92 

11 

2 

13 

6 

8 

38 

16 

0 

144 

13 

10 

40 

11 

7 

40 

11 

7 

23 

8 

5 

64 

0 

0 

98 

18 

1 

98 

18 

1 

65 

18 

7 

60 

0 

4 

224 

17 

0 

14 

10 

0 

14 

10 

0 

13 

10 

0 

6 

0 

0 

34 

0 

0 

32 

16 

1 

32 

16 

1 

9 

11 

7 

10 

18 

0 

53 

5 

8 

8 

2 

3 

8 

2 

3 

12 

8 

3 

3 

8 

0 

90 

1 

9 

35 

0 

3 

57 

15 

3 

57 

15 

3 

47 

10 

6 

27 

8 

0 

132 

13 

9 

34 

7 

11 

34 

7 

11 

27 

14 

1 

62 

2 

0 

48 

7 

10 

48 

7 

10 

7- 

5 

2 

10 

0 

0 

65 

13 

0 

126 

18 

8 

126 

18 

8 

50 

15 

3 

37 

4 

3 

1 

214 

18 

2 

65 

17 

10 

65 

17 

10 

26 

2 

2 

38 

0 

0 

130 

0 

0 

56 

16 

7 

56 

16 

7 

20 

3 

5 

i 10 

16 

6 

87 

16 

6 

41 

11 

0 

41 

11 

0 

12 

0 

1 20 

5 

0 

56 

12 

6 

130 

9 

0 

25 

6 

3 

25 

6 

3 

60 

8 

9| 

20 

16 

4 

106 

11 

4 

.636 

15 

3 

1636 

15 

3 

929 

14 

li 

i 

629 

13 

10 

207 

14 

7 

3403 

17 

9 

29 

7 

10 

29 

7 

10 

11 

12 

2 

10 

0 

0 

51 

0 

0 

11 

8 

7 

11 

8 

7 

6 

5 

5 

4 

0 

01 

45 

0 

0 

66 

14 

0 

13 

12 

8 

13 

12 

8 

0 

2 

4 

10 

0 

0 

23 

15 

0 

20 

17 

7 

20 

17 

7 

28 

8 

3 

10 

0 

0 

59 

5 

10 

9 

4 

3 

9 

4 

3 

39 

12 

7 

13 

12 

0 

62 

8 

10 

15 

9 

6 

15 

9 

6 

32 

10 

6 

48 

0 

0 

67 

11 

10 

67 

11 

10 

9 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

84 

11 

10 

16 

8 

11 

16 

8 

11 

61 

11 

1 

78 

0 

0 

67 

16 

8 

67 

16 

8 

36 

3 

4 

104 

0 

0 

51 

17 

0 

51 

17 

0 

74 

8 

0 

47 

4 

0 

31 

0 

0 

204 

9 

0 

29 

18 

2 

29 

18 

2 

18 

8 

2 

20 

18 

8 

69 

5 

0 

58 

7 

0 

58 

7 

0 

70 

6 

4 

72 

6 

0 

22 

0 

0 

222 

19 

4 

42 

5 

3 

27 

18 

0 

27 

18 

0 

23 

18 

6 

51 

16 

a 

69 

5 

10 

69 

5 

10 

27 

16 

0 

9 

14 

8 

106 

16 

o 

6 

9 

19 

1 

9 

19 

1 

7 

17 

0 

6 

13 

4 

24 

9 

5 

11 

17 

3 

11 

17 

3 

1 

6 

2 

1 

17 

19 

4 

JOHN  HUME. 


St.  Victor 

St.  Ephrem 

Forsyth 

Lambton 

Aylmer 

Broughton 

Leeds 

Nelson 

Inverness  and  dissentients 

St.  Calixte 

Ste.  Julie 

St.  Ferdinand 

Ste.  Sophie 

Ireland 

Frampton  and  dissentients. . . 

Cranbourne  

Standon 


Total . 


553  5 5 


511  0 2 


424  1 2 


210  10  9 


129  18  6 


1275  10  7 
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STATEMENT  OP  AMOUNTS  'LlYm'D.— Continued. 


INSPECTORSHIP  OP 


Amount 

Annua 

grant. 

of 

Assessment 
or  voluntary 
contribution, 
to  equal  amt. 
of  grant. 

Amount  of 
assmt.  levied 
over  & above 
amt.  of  grant, 
also  spl.  asst. 

1 Monthly 
j fees. 

Assessment 
for  erection 
of  School- 
houses,  &c. 

Total  amount 
levied  by 
assmt.  or  by 
voluntary 
contribution. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

8. 

d. 

94 

10 

0 

94 

10 

0 

33 

7 

9 

46 

15 

9 

174 

13 

6 

48 

4 

5 

48 

4 

5 

67 

5 

7 

88 

0 

0 

203 

10 

0 

51 

9 

10 

51 

9 

10 

23 

10 

2 

59 

3 

6 

134 

3 

6 

119 

11 

11 

119 

11 

11 

34 

1 

2 

180 

16 

,8 

334 

9 

9 

33 

15 

10 

33 

15 

10 

6 

4 

2 

52 

10 

0 

92 

10 

0 

68 

15 

4 

68 

15 

4 

42 

1 

8 

249 

8 

0 

1 

360 

5 

0 

106 

13 

1 

106 

13 

1 

75 

2 

11 

109 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

296 

16 

0 

105 

0 

5 

105 

0 

5 

77 

15 

0 

182 

15 

5 

83 

1 

4 

83 

1 

4 

52 

6 

6 

70 

17 

0 

206 

3 

10 

49 

19 

6 

49 

19 

6 

t 

49 

19 

6 

35 

15 

0 

35 

15 

0 

2 

0 

0 

37 

15 

0 

75 

3 

11 

75  , 

3 

11 

35 

16 

1 

23 

18 

0 

134 

18 

0 

31 

8 

3 

31 

8 

3 

5 

11 

9 

20 

0 

0 

57 

0 

0 

50 

7 

4 

50 

7 

4 

2 

13 

6 

87 

4 

0 

140 

4 

10 

40 

19 

10 

40 

19 

10 

17 

3 

9 

58 

3 

7 

113 

7 

10 

113 

7 

10 

138 

4 

2 

251 

12 

0 

82 

4 

2 

82 

4 

2 

5 

0 

0 

i 

87 

4 

2 

89 

3 

1 

89 

3 

1 

42 

1 

11 

107 

12 

4 

238 

17 

4 

15 

4 

0 

15 

4 

0 

10 

0 

o; 

25 

4 

0 

99 

17 

8 

99 

17 

8 

20 

2 

4 

1 -*■  ^ 
28 

16 

0 

148 

16 

0 

48 

9 

11 

48 

9 

11 

1 18 

0 

0 

16 

4 

0 

82 

13 

11 

61 

2 

0 

61 

2 

0 

7 

2 

6 

91 

1 

8 

159 

6 

2 

124 

6 

3 

124 

6 

3 

65 

10 

9 

83 

2 

2 

262 

19 

2 

76 

1 

3 

76 

1 

3 

53 

0 

0 

80 

16 

2 

209 

17 

5 

19 

16 

3 

19 

16 

3 

7 

5 

11 

6 

14 

0 

33 

16 

2 

69 

11 

11 

69 

11 

11 

76 

15 

0 

88 

0 

1 

69 

11 

9 

303 

18 

9 

129 

14 

2 

129 

14 

2 

63 

15 

0 

44 

10 

0 

237 

19 

2 

18 

4 

4 

18 

4 

4 

11 

3 

2 

29 

7 

6 

36 

17 

11 

24 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

54 

0 

0 

41 

5 

11 

41 

5 

11 

18 

14 

1 

24 

9 

6 

84 

9 

6 

2020 

2 

8 

2007 

4 

9 

991 

13 

10 

1522 

3 

1 

152 

7 

6 

4673 

9 

2 

P.  F.  BOLAND. 


St.  Nicholas 

St.  Romuald 

St.  Jean  Chrysostome 

Notre  Dame  de  la  Victoire. . . 

Aubigny 

St.  Joseph  de  Leri 

St.  Henri 

St.  Anselme . . . . 

Ste.  Claire 

Ste.  Marguerite 

Ste.  Hdnddine 

St.  Isidore 

St.  Lambert 

St.  Bernard 

St.  Frdderic 

Ste.  Marie 

St.  Elzdar 

St.  Joseph  de  Beauce 

Metschermet 

St.  Frangois 

St.  George 

St.  Jean  Deschaillons 

Lotbiniere 

Ste.  Croix 

St.  Flavien.  

St.  Antoine 

St.  Sylvestre  

Ste.  Agathe 

St.  Giles 

St.  Appollinaire 


Total. 


J.  CRfiPAULT. 


Beaumont 

St.  Charles 

St.  Lazarre 

St.  Gervais 

St.  Raphael 

St.  Michel,  No.  1 

“ No.  2.... 

St.  Valier 

Berthier 

St.  Pran(jois 

St.  Pierre 

St.  Thomas 

St.  Ignace 

He  aux  Grues 

LTslet 

St.  Roch  des  Aulnais. 
St.  Jean  Port  Joli. . . 
St.  Cyrille 


Total. 


59  9 

80  5 

59  1 

108  IT 
29  2 

53  17 
38  7 

66  11 
42  9 

59  19 
51  9 

146  8 11 

94  19  9 

21  13 
127  0 


59  9 

80  5 

59  1 

108  17 
29  2 

53  17 
38 
66 
42 


103  18  11 
121  9 7 
15  12  11 


7 

11 
9 

59  19 
51  9 7 

146  8 11 
94  19  9 

21  13  10 
127  0 9 
103  18  11 
121  9 7 

15  12  11 


1280  15  3 


1280  15  3 


21 

119 

18 

14 

1 

9 

95 

15 

10 

31 

13 

8 

20 

0 

0 

124 

16 

4 

84 

7 

0 

41 

l7 

7 

12 

0 

0 

60 

10 

0 

16 

6 

11 

121 

0 

0 

25 

4 

10 

25 

0 

0 

170 

8 

0 

5 

8 

4 

18 

12 

0 

25 

6 

9 

46 

5 

0 

5 

0 

11 

62 

0 

0 

79 

4 

0 

19 

11 

1 

66 

0 

0 

72 

3 

9 

28 

0 

2 

0 

0 

12 

7 

oj 

19 

1 

3 

155 

0 

0 

84 

13 

0 

21 

2 

0 

10 

0 

0 

28 

13 

5 

137 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

1 

1 658 

11 

^1 

963 

13 

4| 

250 

18 

0 

177  3 4 
200  0 0 
100  14  8 

318  1 10 

133  10  0 

191  4 

259  0 

90  12 
114  1 

127  0 
130  13 
232  0 

196  3 

36  1 

301  2 

219  13  11 
287  3 0 
30  12  11 


3153  18  3 
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STATEMENT  OF  AMOUNTS  Ij'EYIWD.— Continued. 


INSPECTORSHIP  OP 


P.  M.  BARDY. 

Quebec,  (catholic) 

Beauport 

Charlesbourg 

St.  Dunstan 

St.  Ambroise 

Val  car  tier 

Ancienne  Lorette 

Ste.  Foye  and  dissentients, 
St.  Columban  de  Sillery  . . 

St.  Roch 

Cap  Rouge 

Grondines 

St.  Casimir 

Deschambeault 

Cap  Sante 

St.  Basile 

St.  Raymond 

Ecureuils 

Ste.  Catherine 

St.  Augustin 

Pointe  aux  Trembles 

St.  Laurent 

St.  Jean 

St.  Francois 

Ste.  Famille 

St.  Pierre 

Chateau  Richer 

Ste.  Anne 

St.  Joachim 

L’Ange  Gardien 

St.  Ferdol 

Laval 

Stoneham 

St.  Tite  des  Caps 

Total 


B.  MAURAULT. 

Bale  du  Febvre 

St.  Z4phirin 

St.  Thomas  de  Pierreville  . 

St.  Francois,  parish 

“ village 

St.  David 

Yamaska 

Gentilly 

Blanford 

Becancour  

Ste.  Gertrude 

St.  Gr4goire 

St.  Celestin 

Nicolet 

Ste.  Monique,  No.  1 

“ No.  2 

St.  Pierre  les  Becquets. . . . 

Total 


Amount  of 
Annual 
grant. 

Assessment 
or  voluntary 
contribution, 
to  equal  amt. 
of  grant. 

Amount  of 
assmt.  levied 
over  & above 
amt.  of  grant, 
also  spl.  asst. 

Monthly 

fees. 

1 

Assessment 
for  erection 
of  School- 
houses,  &c. 

Total  amount 
levied  by 
assmt.  or  by 
1 voluntary 
contribution. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

3. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d.. 

162 

9 

1 

762 

9 

1 

100 

5 

9 

10920 

0 

0 

11782 

14 

10’ 

82 

12 

6 

82 

12 

6 

6 

15 

0 

144 

2 

6 

233 

10 

0 

71 

14 

7 

71 

14 

7 

108 

10 

0 

51 

18 

0 

232 

2 

7' 

13 

13 

4 

13 

13 

4 

12 

13 

2 

2 

0 

no 

0 

0 

138 

9 

0 

89 

10 

0 

89 

10 

0 

65 

2 

6 

33 

6 

4 

187 

18 

10 

48 

12 

0 

93 

4 

0 

93 

4 

0 

5 

16 

0 

48 

0 

0 

147 

0 

0 

25 

9 

8 

25 

9 

8 

74 

5 

5 

55 

16 

0 

155 

11 

1 

144 

14 

11 

144 

14 

11 

66 

3 

4 

210 

18 

3 

135 

1 

10 

135 

1 

10 

36 

8 

0 

l7l 

9 

10 

16 

3 

2 

16 

3 

2 

10 

17 

4 

49 

0 

0 

76 

0 

6 

51 

1 

3 

51 

1 

3 

79 

6 

6 

72 

14 

8 

203 

2 

5 

38 

0 

10 

38 

0 

10 

4 

12 

3 

7 

16 

0 

35 

0 

0 

85 

9 

1 

98 

6 

5 

98 

6 

5 

1 13 

4 

7 

60 

10 

0 

172 

1 

0 

120 

13 

8 

120 

13 

8 

97 

13 

4 

48 

8 

3 

i 

266 

15 

3 

24 

18 

4 

24 

18 

4 

11 

5 

0 

10 

0 

0 

46 

3 

4 

59 

3 

1 

59 

3 

1 

12 

0 

0 

1 

10 

0 

72 

13 

1 

19 

17 

0 

19 

17 

0 

25 

13 

0 

45 

10 

0 

62 

4 

2 

62 

4 

2 

7 

10 

0 

28 

11 

8 

98 

5 

10 

56 

8 

4 

56 

8 

4 

66 

11 

8 

15 

4 

9 

138 

4 

9 

72 

4 

2 

72 

4 

2 

24 

0 

0 

14 

15 

0 

110 

19 

2 

30 

10 

10 

30 

10 

10 

11 

19 

10 

72 

4 

0 

55 

0 

oi 

f 169 

14 

8 

44 

3 

1 

44 

3 

1 

88 

7 

6 

95 

13 

11 

228 

4 

6 

18 

3 

8 

18 

3 

8 

20 

8 

8 

11 

1 

4 

49 

13 

8 

29 

12 

1 

29 

12 

1 

3 

10 

0 

15 

0 

0 

48 

2 

1 

30 

17 

10 

30 

17 

10 

45 

9 

10 

31 

11 

0 

75 

0 

0 

182 

18 

8 

43 

9 

11 

43 

9 

11 

77 

10 

1 

38 

6 

8 

159 

6 

8 

33 

14 

9 

33 

14 

9 

11 

13 

11- 

20 

0 

5 

65 

9 

1 

28 

6 

4 

28 

6 

4 

16 

13 

8 

23 

0 

0 

68 

0 

0 

28 

17 

6 

28 

17 

6 

22 

18 

1 

64 

19 

0 

116 

14 

7 

23 

5 

0 

23 

5 

0 

4 

8 

0 

27 

13 

0 

13 

18 

'^1 

11! 

13 

18 

11 

13 

18 

11 

16 

15 

10 

16 

15 

10 

13 

4 

2 

30 

0 

0 

8 

17 

. 8 

17 

2 

14 

3 

0 

1 

11 

0 

24 

11 

2 

2436 

15 

3 

2388 

3 

3 

1040 

0 

9 

12054 

11 

10 

276 

10 

0 

15759 

5 

10 

107 

4 

10 

107 

4 

10 

100 

14 

3 

66 

12 

o| 

8 

0 

1 

282 

11 

1 

37 

9 

0 

37 

9 

0 

28 

2 

6j 

13 

12 

oi 

6 

8 

o' 

85 

11 

6 

89 

2 

6 

89 

2 

6 

33 

6 

6 

24 

16 

0 

147 

5 

0 

52 

16 

10 

52 

16 

10 

16 

0 

0 

68 

16 

10 

18 

13 

2 

18 

13 

2 

5 

5 

10 

23 

19 

0 

109 

15 

6 

109 

15 

6 

50 

5 

0 

72 

8 

0 

232 

8 

6 

89 

5 

8 

! 

1 

86 

16 

7 

86 

16 

7 

36 

12 

o; 

116 

0 

0 

239 

8 

7 

13 

14 

1 

13 

14 

1 

13 

10 

8 

7 

3 

0 

34 

7 

9 

118 

8 

6 

118 

8 

6 

18 

12 

1 

38 

15 

0 

175 

15 

7 

38 

9 

2 

38 

9 

2 

14 

1 

2 

27 

7 

10 

79 

18 

2 

119 

17 

11 

119 

17 

11 

61 

2 

3 

56 

0 

0 

237 

0 

2 

31 

8 

4 

31 

8 

4 

62 

5 

0 

37 

10 

0 

131 

3 

4 

107 

11 

0 

107 

11 

0 

29 

9 

0 

! 36 

10 

0 

166 

10 

0 

83 

7 

10 

83 

7 

10 

10 

0 

0 

93 

7 

10 

14 

1 

3 

14 

1 

3 

6 

1 

1 

20 

2 

6 

92 

19 

6 

j 92 

19 

6 

34 

4 

1 

28 

5 

4 

155 

8 

11 

1211 

1 

8 

jll21 

16 

0 

496 

11 

7 

387 

9 

2 

167 

18 

0 

2173 

14 

9 
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STATEMENT  OF  AMOUNTS  IjEYimi.— Continued. 


Amount  of 
Annual 
grant. 

Assessment  Amount  of  j 
or  voluntary  assmt.  levied 
contribution,  over  & above 
to  equal  amt.  | amt.  of  grant, 
of  grant,  also  spl.  asst. 

Monthly  | 
fees.  j 

Assessment 
for  erection 
of  School- 
houses,  &c. 

Total  amount 
levied  by 
assmt.  or  by 
voluntary 
contribution. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s.  d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

172 

5 

6 

172 

5 

6 

17 

14 

6 

40 

8 

0 

230 

8 

0 

28 

1 

3 

28 

1 

3 

73 

8 

9 

10 

16 

0 

112 

6 

0 

22 

0 

5 

22 

0 

5 

22 

0 

5 

52 

12 

5 

52 

12 

5 

7 

7 

7 

19 

8 

0 

79 

8 

0 

56 

10 

2 

56 

10 

2 

36 

19 

8 

10 

12 

6 

104 

2 

4 

110 

6 

7 

110 

6 

7 

65 

13 

5 

34 

13 

4 

210 

13 

4 

10 

2 

5 

10 

2 

5 

25 

0 

0 

35 

2 

5 

10 

17 

6 

10 

17 

6 

24 

7 

11 

3 

12 

0 

38 

17 

5 

34 

12 

1 

34 

12 

1 

8 

8 

0 

11 

4 

0 

54 

4 

1 

135 

14 

1 

135 

14 

1 

77 

13 

4 

46 

0 

0 

259 

7 

5 

94 

0 

3 

94 

0 

3 

29 

13 

9 

34 

16 

0 

158 

10 

0 

106 

14 

4 

106' 

14 

4 

83 

2 

3 

80 

0 

0 

33 

8 1 

303 

4 

8 

24 

15 

7 

24 

15 

7 

8 

4 

3 

35 

13 

0 

68 

12 

10 

27 

10 

4 

27 

10 

4 

14 

15 

0 

47 

0 

8 

10 

0 0 

99 

6 

0 

72 

0 

0 

72 

0 

0 

63 

10 

9 

135 

10 

9 

66 

17 

3 

1 66 

17 

3 

178 

6 

9 

102 

18 

0 

348 

2 

0 

86 

4 

9i 

1 86 

4 

1 

15 

3 

1 

6 

8! 

162 

6 

8 

33 

5 

0 

1 33 

5 

0 

8 

7 

10 

93 

13 

4 

49 

10  0 

184 

16 

2 

68 

9 

lOj 

j 68 

9 

10 

13 

13 

11 

37 

9 

0| 

119 

12 

9 

39 

1 

9 

i 39 

1 

9 

32 

18 

3 

72 

0 

0 

57 

6 

4 

' 57 

6 

4 

62 

13 

8 

63 

19 

6 

1 47 

16  9 

231 

16 

3 

30 

0 

5 

j 30 

0 

5 

8 

0 

0 

23 

6 

0 

61 

6 

5 

74 

1 

11 

74 

1 

11 

11 

17 

7 

18 

19 

6 

104 

19 

0 

27 

17 

6 

1 27 

17 

6 

i 8 

4 

7 

1 

12 

8 

i 

1 

79 

14 

9 

1441 

7 

8 

jl441 

7 

8 

1 917 

17 

0 

776 

8 

2 

140 

14  10 

3276 

7 

8 

INSPECTORSHIP  OF 


P.  HUBERT. 

Three  Rivers  (town) 

“ (Banlieue). 

Fief  St.  Maurice 

Gatineau 

Pointe  du  Lac 

Yamachiche 

St.  Maurice,  (forges) 

Shawenegan 

St.  Severe 

Maskinongd 

Dumontier 

Riviere  du  Loup 

St.  Didace 

St.  Paulin 

Ste.  Ursule 

Champlain 

Ste.  Anne  Laperade 

Batiscan ; 

Ste.  Genevieve 

Cap  de  la  Magdeleine. . . . , 

St.  Maurice 

St.  Prosper 

St.  Stanislas 

St.  Narcisse 

Total 


J.  N.  A.  ARCHAMBAULT. 

Longueuil,  parish 

92 

11 

10 

92 

11 

10 

116 

“ * village 

56 

19 

7 

56 

19 

7 

103 

Boucherville 

96 

1 

3 

96 

1 

3 

112 

St.  Bruno 

64 

1 

0 

64 

1 

0 

47 

Chambly 

136 

6 

10 

136 

6 

10 

76 

St.  Luc 

41 

2 

8 

41 

2 

8 

18 

St.  Jean  and  dissentients. . . . 

163 

11 

4 

i 163 

11 

4 

83 

Blairfindie  and  dissentients. . 

90 

17 

1 

90 

17 

1 

30 

Varennes,  parish 

65 

9 

3 

65 

9 

3 

41 

“ village 

49 

4 

2 

49 

4 

2 

114 

Contrecoeur 

74 

13 

0 

74 

13 

0 

62 

Vercheres 

106 

8 

10 

106 

8 

10 

93 

St.  Marc 

43 

4 

11 

43 

4 

11 

28 

Beloeil 

78 

4 

3 

78 

4 

3 

1 31 

Ste.  Julie 

44 

3 

9 

44 

3 

91 

1 37 

St.  Antoine 

62 

0 

8 

j 62 

0 

8 

i 58 

St.  Charles 

56 

9 

7, 

j 56 

9 

7 

1 

St.  Denis 

113 

5 

9 

113 

5 

9 

70 

St.  Ours 

116 

3 

9 

' 116 

3 

9| 

I 164 

Sorel 

119 

11 

119 

11 

9! 

' 75 

“ Town  and  dissentients. . 

118 

19 

7 

118 

19 

30 

Ste.  Victoire 

56 

15 

10 

56 

15 

lOi 

11 

St.  Aimd 

95 

11 

8| 

95 

11 

8 

89 

St.  Marcel 

32 

2 

9| 

32 

2 

9 

22 

St.  Barnabd 

49 

4 

49 

4 

6 

50 

St.  Jude 

57 

7 

57 

7 

8 

20 

St.  Robert 

50 

10 

61 

1 

50 

10 

6 

30 

Total 

2131 

3 

9' 

2131 

3 

9 

1639 

17 


98  5 0 

126  12  01 
60  4 

65  12 
165  10 
10  10 
82  8 
108  10 
30  0 

62  10 
39  16  8 

116  0 0 
27  0 
96  0 

16  15 
22  0 
64  16 
36  0 

47  4 

73  16  8 
47  12  5 


12  10  0 


307  12  9 

286  12  0 
268  8 8 
177  6 5 
378  2 11 

70  10  0 

329  11  10 
241  19  10 


115  4 1 


10  10  0 


23  11  0 


136  11 
225  16 
177  6 
316  0 

99  0 

206  0 
213  17 
143  0 

136  5 

219  10 
328 
269 
197 
68 


5 
7 
7 
0 
0 
0 
2 
0 
7 
9 

2 11 
1 7 
5 6 
7 3 


185  7 10 

65  10  0 

100  0 0 
101  11  0 
80  11  6 


1431  4 1 


127  14  l!  5329  10  1 
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STATEMENT  OF  AMOUNTS  LEVIED.— Cow^tnwed. 


INSPECTORSHIP  OP 

Amount  of 
Annual 
grant. 

Assessment 
or  voluntary 
contribution, 
to  equal  amt. 
of  grant. 

Amount  of 
assmt.  levied 
over  & above 
amt.  of  grant, 
also  spl.  asst. 

Monthly 

fees. 

Assessment 
for  erection 
of  School - 
houses,  &c. 

Total  amount 
levied  by 
assmt.  or  by 
voluntary 
contribution. 

M.  CHILD. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

Stanstead 

158 

13 

3 

158 

13 

3 

88 

16 

9 

344 

0 

0 

109 

3 

O' 

700 

13 

0 

86 

12 

4 

86 

12 

4 

264 

0 

0 

350 

12 

4 

70 

0 

4 

10 

0 

4 

27 

15 

0 

232 

16 

0 

330 

11 

4 

14 

19 

0 

14 

19 

0 

15 

1 

0 

96 

0 

0 

126 

0 

0 

26 

5 

4 

26 

5 

4 

8 

14 

8 

119 

4 

0 

1 154 

4 

0 

Compton 

94 

9 

4 

94 

9 

4 

75 

2 

0 

251 

16 

0 

38 

15 

0 

i 460 

2 

4 

Eaton 

52 

2 

10 

52 

2 

10 

27 

17 

2 

j 80 

0 

0 

28 

15 

0 

1 188 

15 

0 

Newport 

'll 

18 

2 

11 

18 

2 

17 

17 

6 

28 

4 

0 

125 

0 

0 

i 182 

19 

8 

12 

11 

10 

12 

11 

10 

28 

18 

2 

13 

14 

0 

55 

4 

0 

13 

5 

9 

13 

5 

9 

31 

14 

3 

9 

4 

0 

54 

4 

0 

Bury 

27 

4 

7 

27 

4 

7 

38 

7 

9 

31 

14 

8 

12 

10 

0 

109 

17 

0 

26 

1 

10 

26 

1 

10 

40 

16 

8 

95 

4 

0 

1 

162 

2 

6 

79 

15 

10 

79 

15 

10 

20 

4 

2 

60 

1 

0 

160 

1 

0 

Orford 

20 

4 

8 

20 

4 

8 

1 " 

: 26 

11 

8 

20 

0 

0 

1 

66 

16 

4 

Ascott 

68 

7 

4 

68 

7 

4 

1 46 

12 

8 

39 

15 

0 

154 

15 

0 

20 

11 

6 

20 

11 

6 

13 

18 

6 

39 

0 

0 

73 

10 

0 

Melbourne 

70 

1 

10 

70 

1 

10 

1 87 

0 

0 

34 

16 

0 

35 

0 

0 

226 

17 

10 

70 

3 

4 

70 

3 

4 

' 136 

16 

8 

192 

0 

0 

399 

0 

0 

Wotton 

23 

2 

3 

23 

2 

3 

5 

16 

5 

20 

0 

0 

48 

18 

8 

Cleveland 

43 

19 

8 

43 

19 

8 

34 

0 

4 

122 

8 

0 

32 

18 

0 

233 

6 

0 

Durham  No.  1 and  dissentients 

57 

5 

4 

57 

5 

4 

68 

0 

6 

64 

8 

0 

81 

0 

0 

270 

13 

10 

“ No.  2 

19 

9 

10 

19 

9 

10 

3 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

37 

9 

10 

Kingsey 

81 

13 

1 

81 

13 

1 

14 

4 

10 

1 43 

16 

0 

35 

16 

9 

175 

10 

8 

Tingwick 

34 

3 

1 

34 

3 

1 

71 

11 

8 

24 

18 

8 

58 

10 

0 

189 

3 

5 

Duddswell 

22 

7 

6 

22 

7 

6 

32 

2 

6 

! 31 

12 

0 

86 

2 

0 

Winslow 

25 

3 

2 

' 25 

3 

2 

22 

11 

7 

12 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

71 

14 

9 

Lingwick 

28 

2 

li 

i 28 

2 

1 

i 28 

11 

11 

4 

0 

0 

60 

14 

0 

Weedon 

14 

9 

4’ 

14 

9 

4; 

! 14 

9 

4 

24 

8 

9 

1 

53 

7 

5 

Wolfestnn 

12 

14 

11^ 

i 

Westbury 

14 

9 

4 

Total 

1300 

8 

8 

1273 

4 

5 

1026 

13 

8 

2254 

1 

5 

1 

629 

2 

9 

5183 

5 

11 

R.  PARMELEE. 

1 

1 

Shefford  and  dissentients .... 

87 

6 

4' 

87 

6 

1 

4 

75 

13 

8 

146 

0 

oi 

32 

0 

0 

341 

0 

0 

Brome 

72 

6 

9 

72 

6 

91 

1 7 

0 

0 

60 

11 

4! 

313 

15 

0 

453 

13 

1 

Granby  and  dissentients.. . . . 

79 

12 

9 

79 

12 

9 

24 

2 

3 

170 

10 

8| 

[ 60 

0 

0 

334 

5 

8 

Stukely  and  dissentients  .... 

76 

5 

4 

76 

5 

4' 

29 

16 

8 

: 81 

12 

! 39 

0 

0 

226 

14 

0 

Ste.  C^cile  de  Milton  & diss. 

51 

14 

1 

51 

14 

11 

I 69 

2 

9 

1 55 

0 

0* 

1 40 

0 

0 

215 

16 

10 

Roxton 

38 

11 

9 

38 

11 

9l 

58 

17 

5 

22 

0 

0 

132 

11 

7 

252 

0 

9 

Farnham 

43 

18 

10 

43 

18 

10' 

31 

19 

8 

44 

10 

0 

120 

8 

6 

St.  Romuald  and  dissentients 

70 

l7 

5 

70 

17 

61 

2 

7 

15 

0 

0 

147 

0 

0 

St.  Valerien 

16 

6 

6 

16 

6 

ej 

18 

9 

5' 

7 

12 

0 

42 

7 

11 

Dunham i 

121 

6 

2 

121 

6 

2' 

296 

0 

0 

80 

0 

0 

497 

6 

2 

Stanbridge 

141 

6 

2 

141' 

6 

2 

14 

13 

10 

92 

16 

0 

90 

19 

1 

339 

15 

1 

Freleighsburg 

54 

3 

1 

54 

3 

1 

70 

8 

0 

142 

10 

0 

267 

1 

1 

Phillipsburg 

66 

1 

8 

66 

1 

8 

10 

8 

4 

89 

14 

8 

166 

4 

8 

Sutton 1 

85 

15 

9 

85 

15 

9 

15 

5 

0 

50 

0 

0 

151 

0 

9 

Henriville  and  dissentients . . 

159 

0 

4 

159 

0 

4 

206 

9 

5' 

157 

5 

1 

522 

14 

10 

Clarenceville 

55 

10 

10 

55 

10 

lOi 

47 

19 

2 

' 68 

6 

0 

188 

0 

0 

359 

16 

0 

St.  Thomas  de  Foucault 

37 

16 

0 

37 

16 

0 

5 

0 

0 

78 

14 

4 

121 

10 

4 

St.  Alexandre 

76 

11 

8 

76 

11 

si 

47 

8 

5 

124 

0 

1 

Potton 

59 

7 

2 

59 

7 

2 

62 

5 

4 

20 

0 

0 

141 

12 

g 

Bolton  and  dissentients 

67 

6 

3 

67 

6 

3 

149 

15 

2 

284 

16 

0 

501 

17 

5 

Ely 

35 

7 

10 

Total 

1497 

2 

8 

1461 

14 

10 

1301 

7 

1 

1524 

8 

1 

1038 

15 

o'l 

1 

5326 

5 

8 

42 


STATEMENT  OF  AMOUNTS  LEVIED.— Corettnucrf. 


INSPECTORSHIP  OF 

Amount  of 
Annual 
grant. 

Assessment 
or  voluntary 
contribution, 
to  equal  amt. 
of  grant. 

Amount  of 
assmt.  levied 
over  & above 
amt.  of  grant, 
also  spl.  asst. 

Monthly 
fees.  j 

i 

A.  P.  L.  CONSIGNY. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

St.  C4saire  and  dissentients.. 

167 

9 

9 

167 

9 

9 

66 

10 

3 

90 

12 

0 

L’Ange  Gardien 

36 

16 

11 

36 

16 

11 

47 

0 

0 

27 

4 

0 

Abbotsford 

51 

1 

11 

51 

1 

11 

35 

5 

9 

44 

5 

0 

St.  Pie  and  dissentients 

123 

3 

1 

123 

3 

1 

89 

3 

1 

39 

1 

3 

St.  Hyacinthe  (town) 

132 

3 

7 

132 

3 

7 

302 

16 

5 

36 

0 

0 

“ (parish) 

93 

18 

10 

93 

18 

10 

141 

9 

2 

67 

6 

8 

La  Presentation 

61 

0 

7 

61 

0 

39 

14 

3 

19 

12 

0 

St.  Dominique.. 

69 

9 

4 

69 

9 

4 

77 

8 

10 

19 

15 

0! 

Ste.  Rosalie 

66 

0 

7 

66 

0 

7 

17 

10 

7 

37 

0 

o| 

St.  Simon 

62 

0 

8 

62 

0 

58 

0 

0 

32 

0 

0 

St.  Hugues 

77 

3 

7 

77 

3 

37 

13 

8 

98 

17 

3 

Soraba  and  dissentients 

17 

5 

7 

17 

5 

7i 

60 

1 

10 

27 

12 

4' 

St.  Damase 

96 

14 

6 

96 

14 

6 

37 

15 

6 

56 

0 

0 

St.  Jean-Bap tiste 

75 

17 

1 

75 

17 

1 

47 

19 

6 

67 

0 

0 

Rouville 

52 

17 

5 

52 

17 

5 

61 

14 

7 

13 'IS 

0 

St.  Mathias 

61 

2 

0 

61 

2 

0 

84 

5 

2 

9 

2 

0 

Ste.  Brigitte 

47 

2 

10 

47 

2 

10 

31 

0 

2 

38 

0 

0 

St.  Gregoire 

95 

11 

7 

95 

11 

7 

64 

8 

5 

33 

0 

0 

St.  Alexandre 

76 

11 

8 

76 

11 

8 

47 

8 

5' 

St.  Athanase 

93 

4 

4 

93 

4 

4 

28 

12 

6- 

76 

10 

3 

Christieville 

45 

0 

5j 

45 

0 

5 

45 

0 

0 

18 

0 

0 

Ste.  Marie. 

139 

139 

19 

1 

149 

18 

5 

55 

12 

0 

St.  Hdlene 

26 

26 

14 

$ 1 7 

0 

0 

Bona  venture 

10 

2 

2 

10 

2 

2! 

1 

r' 

0 

5 

14 

0 

Total 

1778 

12 

2 

1778 

12 

■! 

■1587 

19 

8 

911 

16 

9 

M.  LANCTOT. 

Laprairie 

149 

0 

4 

149 

0 

4 

104 

0 

11 

115 

2 

6 

St.  Constant  and  dissentients 

93 

14 

10 

93 

14 

10 

' 65 

6 

4 

42 

11 

2 

St.  Philippe 

84 

12 

9 

84 

12 

9 

49 

18 

6 

13 

18 

0 

St.  Jacques  le  Mineur 

73 

18 

5 

73 

18 

5 

25 

14 

7 

22 

4 

0 

St.  Cyprien 

151 

12 

2 

151 

12 

2 

80 

5 

2 

34 

5 

2 

St.  Valentin  and  dissentients 

112 

11 

2 

112 

11 

2 

57 

0 

0 

108 

8 

0 

Lacolle 

121 

0 

8 

121 

0 

8 

175 

19 

4 

79 

0 

0 

St.  Edouard 

73 

11 

3 

73 

11 

3 

33 

10 

0 

20 

0 

0 

Sherrington  and  dissentients. 

57 

4 

3 

57 

4 

3 

44 

10 

3 

75 

14 

8 

St.  R4mi  and  dissentients. . . 

104 

1 

0 

104 

1 

0 

38 

1 

5 

38 

0 

0 

St.  Michel 

79 

11 

0 

79 

11 

0 

14 

19 

0! 

' 42 

0 

0 

St.  Isidore 

74 

3 

1 

74 

3 

1 

19 

19 

0 

46 

8 

0 

Chateauguay  and  dissentients 

82 

0 

9 

82 

0 

9 

53 

1 

8 

97 

10 

0 

St.  Clement  and  dissentients. 

141 

19 

4 

141 

19 

4 

115 

15 

6 

136 

11 

2' 

Ste.  Martine  and  dissentients. 

132 

18 

0 

132 

18 

0 

38 

12 

11 

119 

15 

9 

Ste.  Philomene 

68 

10 

8 

68 

10 

8 

32 

7 

8 

53 

3 

4 

St.  Louis  de  Gonzague  & diss. 

130 

2 

6 

130 

2 

6 

71 

17 

6 

253 

16 

8 

vSt.  ThimotlnSe 

108 

15 

8 

108 

15 

8 

112 

4 

4 

88 

16 

11 

St.  Urbain  ler  & dissentients. 

70 

17 

5 

1 70 

17 

5 

87 

7 

9 

47 

4 

0 

Ste.  04cile 

41 

13 

10 

41 

13 

10 

41 

13 

10 

44 

8 

0 

Total 

1951 

19 

1 

1951 

19 

1 

1262 

5 

8jl47l 

17 

4 

for  erection 
of  Schoo- 
houses,  &c. 


Total  amount 
levied  by 
assmt.  or  by 
voluntary 
contribution,  ' 


£ s.  d. 


34  0 0 


155  0 0 


75  0 0 


5 2 0 


£ s.  d. 

324  12  0 

111  0 11 
164  12  8 

251  1 5 

626  0 0 
302  14  8 

120  6 10 
166  13  2 

120  11 
152  0 


2 
8 

213  14  6 


104  19 
190  10 
190  16 
203  6 
154  9 


116  3 

193  0 

124  0 

203  9 

108  0 


345  9 6 

59  14  0 


269 

2 

0 

4547 

10 

7 

368 

3 

9 

50 

0 

0 

251 

12 

4 

148 

9 

3 

121 

17 

0 

18 

0 

0 

284 

2 

6 

270 

19 

2 

18 

10 

0 

394 

10 

0 

127 

1 

3 

177 

9 

2 

180 

2 

5 

136 

10 

0 

140 

10 

1 

; • • • • • 

232 

12 

5 

1 

394 

6 

0 

28 

0 

0 

319 

6 

8 

154 

1 

8 

30 

0 

0 

485 

16 

8 

309 

16 

11 

107 

16 

8 

1 313 

6 

10 

-1 

1 127 

15 

8 

252 

6 

8 

1 4938 

8 

9 

43 


STATEMENT  OF  AMOUNTS  IjEYJ'E'D.— Continued. 


INSPECTORSHIP  OE 

Amount  of 
Annual 
grant. 

Assessment 
or  voluntary 
contribution, 
to  equal  amt. 
of  grant. 

Amount  of 
assmt.  levied 
, over  & above 
amt.  of  grant, 
also  spl.  asst. 

Monthly 

fees. 

Assessment 
for  erection 
of  School- 
houses,  &c. 

Total  amonnt 
levied  by 
assmt.  or  by 
voluntary 
contribution. 

JOHN  BRUCE. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ s. 

d. 

£ s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ s. 

d. 

Dundee 

34 

5 

2 

34  5 

2 

42  14 

10 

33 

15 

9 

no  15 

9 

St.  Anicet  and  dissentients.. . 

89 

3 

9 

89  3 

9 

45  8 

0 

142 

2 

8 

80 

0 

0 

356  14 

5 

Godmanchester  & dissentients 

69 

19 

5 

60  19 

5 

11  19 

8 

114 

0 

2 

54 

1 

1 

310  0 

4 

Elg^iri 

38 

12 

8 

33  12 

8 

51  13 

8 

51 

10 

8 

153  11 

6 

Hinchinbrooke 

8T 

1 

1 

' 81  1 

1 

60  4 

1 

no 

10 

0 

23 

14 

11 

281  10 

1 

Huntingdon  & diss.  (village). 

23 

13 

4 

23  13 

4 

16  15 

8 

54 

19 

5 

155  8 

5 

Hemmingford  and  dissentients 

133 

11 

0 

133  11 

0 

46  3 

0 

160 

0 

0 

340  0 

0 

St.  Jean  Chrysostome  No.  2.. 

90 

4 

5 

90  4 

5 

139  8 

1 

108 

4 

6 

331  11 

6 

Ormstown  and  dissentients. . 

113 

12 

9 

113  12 

9 

153  12 

1 

244 

0 

0 

123 

0 

0 

634  4 

10 

Montreal  (City)  protestant.  . . 

141 

3 

4 

141  3 

4 

6496 

0 

0 

6631  3 

4 

Argenteuil  and  dissentients  . 

80 

11 

2 

80  11 

2 

50  li 

10 

116 

1 

6 

308  2 

6 

Jerusalem 

13 

16 

10 

13  16 

10 

31  15 

5 

31 

16 

0 

149  8 

3 

Gore. 

52 

15 

3 

52  15 

3 

34  4 

9 

1 

0 

0 

94  0 

0 

Chatham 

110 

1 

2 

110  1 

2 

90  8 

1 

111 

8 

4 

311  18 

1 

Grenville  and  Harrington  . . . 

18 

11 

0 

St.  Jean  Chrysostome  No.  1.. 

9 

1 

4 

9 1 

4 

83  1 

8 

40 

12 

6 

133  1 

e 

Franklin 

41 

1 

3 

41  1 

3 

65  14 

6 

180 

10 

0 

29 

0 

8 

316  12 

5 

Total 

1268 

9 

5 

1189  12 

5 

1056  8 

4 

8200 

11 

6 

309 

16 

8 

10156  14 

11 

F.  X.  VALADE. 

1 £ 

s. 

d. 

£ s. 

d. 

£ s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 8, 

d. 

Ste.  Anne 

! 28 

Il 

6 

28  11 

6 

1 8 

5 

99 

10 

0 

135  15 

11 

Ste.  Genevieve 

58 

10 

1 

58  10 

1 

12  0 

0 

55 

4 

0 

4 

0 

0 

129  14 

1 

Pointe  Claire 

53 

14 

9 

53  14 

9 

15  5 

3 

136 

0 

0 

205  0 

0 

Lachine  and  dissentients. . . . 

15 

4 

?: 

: 15  4 

1 

96  15 

5 

92 

0 

0 

29 

0 

0 

293  0 

0 

St.  Laurent  and  dissentients. 

91 

3 

4 

91  3 

4 

144  16 

8 

105 

4 

0 

. 

341  4 

0 

Montreal  (City)  catholic.. . . 

360 

0 

5 

360  0 

5 

12555 

16 

2 

12915  16 

7 

Hochelaga  and  dissentients. . 

20 

2 

6 

20  2 

6 

14  6 

6 

21 

10 

0 

115  19 

0 

St.  Henri  and  dissentients. . . 

16 

12 

5 

16  12 

5 

205  9 

0 

1 

11 

6 

229  18 

11 

Coteau  St.  Pierre 

28 

11 

0 

28  11 

0 

111  9 

0 

8 

8 

0 

208  8 

0 

Cote  des  Neiges  & dissenti. . . 

51 

16 

8 

51  16 

8 

252  1 

8 

309  18 

4 

Coteau  St.  Louis  & diss 

34 

12 

10 

34  12 

10 

111  5 

1 

66 

18 

9 

212  11 

2 

Cote  Visitation  and  diss. . . . 

13 

1 

10 

13  1 

10 

46  10 

11 

48 

0 

0 

106  18 

9 

Sault  au  Rdcollet 

69 

12 

11 

69  12 

11 

10  11 

4 

89 

5 

0 

169  15 

3 

Haut  du  Sault 

8 

1 

10 

8 1 

10 

5 4 

9 

8 

11 

4 

22  9 

11 

Riviere  des  Prairies 

35 

15 

111 

35  15 

11 

4 16 

9 

46 

0 

0 

86  12 

8 

Pointe  aux  Trembles 

45 

3 

ll| 

45  3 

11 

21  9 

4 

51 

5 

2 

123  18 

5 

Longue  Pointe  and  diss 

35 

6 

0 

35  6 

0 

2l  9 

0 

18 

12 

0 

81  1 

0 

Isle  Perrot 

31 

0 

1 

31  0 

7 

1 12 

0 

21 

1 

8 

65  14 

3 

Soulanges 

81 

5 

4' 

81  5 

4| 

28  2 

8 

58 

15 

0 

168  3 

0 

Coteau  du  Lac 

14 

9 

11 

14  9 

60  13 

5 

34 

16 

0 

32 

1 

1 

202  0 

5 

St.  Zotique 

45 

9 

3 

45  9 

3! 

45  9 

11 

61 

5 

4 

152  4 

0 

Coteau  Landing  and  diss.  . . . 

16 

1 

0 

16  1 

0 

31  14 

0 

36 

0 

0 

83  15 

0 

Nouvelle  Longueuil  and  diss 

139 

2 

11 

139  2 

11 

21  1 

2 

192 

6 

0 

352  16 

1 

Newton 

11 

0 

8 

11  0 

8 

21  19 

4 

2l 

0 

0 

66  0 

0 

St.  Clet 

43 

14 

8 

43  14 

8 

8 6 

1 

80 

0 

0 

53 

5 

6 

185  6 

3 

Ste.  Marthe  and  dissentients. 

50 

19 

10 

50  19 

10 

66  1 

3 

12 

19 

9 

190  6 

10 

Rigaud  (parish) 

68 

9 

6 

68  9 

0 

34  14 

1 

41 

15 

9 

144  19 

4 

Vaudreuil 

132 

9 

0 

132  9 

0 

61  10 

1 

122 

2 

0 

11 

5 

0 

321  6 

1 

Rigaud  (village) 

44 

16 

2 

44  16 

2 

15  8 

0 

16 

3 

0 

136  12 

8 

Ste.  Genevieve,  No.  2 

10 

9 

9 

10  9 

9 

I 

5 0 

0 

3 

12 

0 

19  1 

9 

Total 

1188 

9 

1 

1188  9 

r 

1680  10 

1 

14184 

9 11 

129  . 

11 

1 : 

11183  1 

8 

44 


STATEMENT  OF  AMOUNTS  LEVIED.— Con^^n^^e^/. 


INSPECTORSHIP  OP 


A.  D.  DORVAL. 

L’Assomption  (village) 
“ (parish).. 

St.  Sulpice 

Repentigny  

Lachenaie 

Mascouche 

St.  Lin 

Epiphanie 

St.  Roch 

Berthier  (village) 

“ (parish) 

Isle  du  Pads 

Lanoraie 

Lavaltrie. 

St.  Norbert 

St.  Outhbert 

St.  Bartheldmi.  

St.  Gabriel  de  Brandon., 

Industrie • 

St.  Paul 

St.  P^lix  de  Valois 

St.  Thomas 

Ste.  Elizabeth 

Ste.  Melanie 

St.  Ambroise 

St.  Alphonse 

St.  Jean  de  Matha 

St.  Jacques 

St.  Alexis 

St.  Esprit 

Rawdon 

Ste.  Julienne 

Kilkenny 

St.  Liguori 

St.  Paul  I’Ermite 

L’lle  St.  Ignace 


Amount 

Annua 

grant. 

of 

Assessment 
or  voluntary 
contribution, 
to  equal  amt. 
of  grant. 

Amount  of 
jassmt.  levied 
jover  & above 
amt.  of  grant, 
also  spl.  asst. 

Monthly 

fees. 

Assessment 
for  erection 
of  School- 
houses,  &c. 

Total  amount 
levied  by 
assmt.  or  by 
voluntary 
contribution. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

4:1 

11 

1 

47 

11 

1 

16 

14 

2 

14 

8 

0 

78 

13 

3 

65 

7 

3 

65 

7 

3 

18 

1 

0 

32 

8 

8 

■ 115 

16 

11 

35 

4 

7 

35 

4 

7 

14 

17 

8 

24 

15 

0 

74 

17 

3 

24 

6 

11 

24 

6 

11 

30 

4 

11 

37 

13 

4 

92 

5 

2 

34 

8 

7 

34 

8 

7 

14 

9 

1 

25 

10 

0 

74 

7 

8 

99 

5 

8 

99 

5 

8 

68 

16 

5 

27 

12 

0 

195 

14 

1 

102 

16 

8 

102 

16 

8 

53 

13 

4 

88 

10 

0 

' 17 

0 

0 

262 

0 

0 

45 

16 

2 

45 

16 

2 

35 

13 

4 

34 

5 

0 

115 

14 

6 

95 

18 

1 

95 

18 

1 

68 

5 

11 

67 

18 

0 

232 

2 

0 

46 

4 

1 

46 

4 

1 

74 

3 

11 

28 

3 

0 

148 

11 

0 

85 

17 

1 

8? 

17 

1 

52 

2 

11 

11 

18 

0 

149 

18 

0 

20 

16 

0 

20 

16 

0 

10 

17 

2 

3 

2 

0 

34 

15 

2 

69 

18 

4 

69 

18 

4 

33 

2 

9 

13 

16 

0 

116 

17 

1 

4*7 

11 

2 

47 

11 

2 

37 

18 

10 

14 

2 

0 

99 

12 

0 

31 

0 

8 

37 

0 

8 

6 

7 

11 

42 

8 

6 

182 

0 

0 

267 

17 

1 

96 

3 

4^ 

96 

3 

4 

33 

16 

8 

53 

2 

0 

183 

2 

0 

79 

12 

10| 

79 

12 

10 

10 

16 

4 

73 

7 

0 

163 

16 

2 

67 

4 

2 

67 

4 

2 

76 

12 

6 

41 

4 

0 



185 

0 

8 

< 89 

6 

7, 

, 89 

6 

7 

26 

16 

8 

44 

0 

0 

160 

3 

3 

77 

4 

2 

77 

4 

2 

65 

1 

9 

34 

14 

0 

176 

19 

11 

70 

1 

2 

70 

1 

2 

25 

7 

2 

48 

11 

2 

143 

19 

6 

70 

3 

11 

70 

3 

Hi 

52 

15 

7 

122 

19 

6 

119 

5 

9 

119 

5 

72 

3 

5i 

58 

10 

2 

249 

19 

4 

60 

16 

5 

60 

16 

5| 

10 

2 

28 

0 

0 

98 

19 

1 

79 

0 

4 

79 

0 

4 

23 

17 

i| 

: 53 

4 

0 

156 

1 

5 

39 

4 

6 

39 

4 

6 

53 

11 

6! 

13 

0 

0 

! 

105 

16 

0 

23 

1 

9 

23 

1 

9 

17 

0 

0 

26 

0 

0 

66 

1 

9 

126 

17 

10 

126 

17 

10 

28 

7 

7 

34 

'8 

0 

189 

13 

5 

49 

17 

0 

49 

17 

0 

15 

5 

7 

7 

16 

0 

72 

18 

7 

68 

16 

10 

68 

16 

10 

48 

7 

6 

26 

0 

0 

143 

4 

4 

93 

5 

3 

93 

5 

3 

28 

14 

9 

49 

4 

0 

1 171 

4 

0 

26 

13 

1 

26 

13 

1 

^ 23 

6 

4 

24 

15 

0 

24 

7 

4 

99 

1 

9 

41 

11 

8 

41 

11 

8 

15 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

68 

11 

8 

38 

8 

11 

38 

8 

11 

17 

11 

1 

37 

15 

0 

93 

15 

0 

40 

19 

10 

40 

19 

10 

42 

2 

8 

20 

10 

0 

103 

12 

6 

19 

8 

11 

19 

8 

11 

2 

4 

4 

1 

21 

13 

3 

2235 

6 

'j'2235 

1 

6 

1 

1224 

10 

6 

1152 

9 

10 

223 

7 

•1 

4835 

14 

3 

Total 
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STATEMENT  OF  AMOUNTS  LEVIED.— Con^inwed. 


INSPECTORSHIP  OP 


J.  A.  BOURGEOIS. 

Upton 

Wickham 

Acton 

Aston 

Bulstrode  & Warwick  & diss. . 

St.  Christophe 

St.  Norbert 

Stanfold 

Grantham 

St.  Frdderic 

Total 


J.  J.  RONEY. 

Notre-Dame  de  Bonsecours  . . 
Ste.  Angdlique  & dissentients^^ 

St.  Andre  Arelin j 

Lochaber 

Buckingham  & dissentients. . 

Templeton ! 

Hull 

Aylmer  & dissentients 

Wakefield • • . 

Masham 

Low 

Onslow 

Bristol 

Clarendon 

Litchfield 

Calumet 

Mansfield  & Walsham 

Sheen 

Chichester 

Allumettes 

Maniwaki 

Portland 

Waterloo 

Eardley 

Total 


Amount  of 
Annual 
grant. 

1 Assessment 

or  voluntary 
contribution, 
to  equal  amt. 
of  grant. 

Amount  of 
assmt.  levied 
over  & above 
amt.  of  grant, 
also  spl.  asst. 

Monthly 

fees. 

1 

Assessment 
for  erection 
of  school- 
houses,  &c.  j 

Total  amount 
levied  by 
assmt.  or  by 
voluntary 
i contribution. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

48 

12 

7 

48 

12 

7 

27 

15 

11 

37 

18 

0 

114 

6 

6 

20 

0 

5 

20 

0 

5 

97 

0 

0 

19 

12 

0 

63 

10 

0 

200 

2 

5 

14 

17 

0 

14 

17 

0 

60 

3 

0 

i 

0 

0 

1 

86 

0 

0 

7 

9 

4 

7 

9 

4 

4 

15 

3 

8 

0 

0 

20 

4 

7 

32 

19 

6 

32 

19 

6 

50 

0 

0 

13 

12 

0 

100 

0 

0 

196 

11 

6 

31 

14 

10 

31 

14 

10 

72 

0 

2 

103 

15 

0 

41 

14 

4 

41 

14 

4 

14 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

4 

15 

0 

90 

9 

4 

49 

6 

7 

39 

6 

7 

96 

3 

5 

40 

5 

0 

185 

15 

0 

31 

17 

10 

31 

17 

10 

96 

1 

8 

25 

3 

2 

153 

2 

8 

27 

6 

4 

27 

6 

4 

14 

8 

0 

100 

0 

0 

1 141 

14 

4 

305 

18 

9 

305 

18 

9 

517 

19 

5 

191 

18 

2 

276 

5 

0 

1292 

1 

4 

23 

13 

1 

23 

13 

i 

1 

1 

ll 

i 48 

10 

4 

19 

14 

0 

91 

17 

5 

48 

10 

1‘ 

48 

10 

7, 

: 20 

0 

0 

63 

5 

0 

j 131 

15 

7 

44 

10 

9 

44 

10 

9 

17 

11 

3 

77 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

1 199 

2 

0 

37 

13 

3 

27 

13 

3 

57 

5 

6 

51 

14 

0 

21 

0 

0 

167 

12 

9 

76 

12 

4 

76 

12 

4 

82 

16 

8 

107 

16 

0 

267 

5 

0 

39 

7 

3 

39 

7 

3 

0 

12 

9 

I 60 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

97 

13 

11 

97 

13 

11 

j 40 

13 

8 

! 15t 

10 

0 

295 

17 

7 

40 

13 

8 

40 

13 

s: 

1 24 

1 

4 

' 41 

7 

8 

106 

2 

8 

20 

10 

2 

20 

!0 

2 

; 15 

9 

10 

: 8 

16 

0 

65 

0 

0 

109 

16 

0 

34 

14 

11 

34 

14 

11 

5 

9 

1 

62 

8 

0 

! 

102 

12 

0 

10 

10 

2 

i 

28 

0 

11 

28 

0 

11 

52 

19 

1 

59 

4 

0 

: 120 

0 

0 

260 

4' 

0 

51 

17 

3 

51 

17» 

3 

29 

4 

57 

10 

0 

* 

138 

8 

7 

61 

3 

4 

61 

3 

4' 

9 

16 

8 

30 

12 

0 

101 

12 

0 

26 

6 

10 

26 

6 

io| 

34 

15 

9 

42 

6 

0 

103 

8 

7 

27 

5 

7 

27 

5 

7, 

1 

2 

5 

20 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

108 

8 

0 

21 

6 

10 

21 

6 

10 

9 

17 

10 

56 

0 

0 

87 

4 

8 

8 

0 

7 

8 

0 

7, 

50 

0 

0| 

30 

0 

0 

88 

0 

7 

6 

0 

6 

6 

0 

6| 

35 

12 

4 

14 

10 

0 

56 

2 

10 

35 

13 

8| 

35 

13 

69 

6 

4, 

37 

12 

0 

142 

12 

0 

19 

4 

1 

19 

4 

ll 

28 

18 

ii; 

7 

6 

0 

20 

0 

0 

75 

9 

0 

3 

12 

8 

3 

12 

8 

13 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

11 

5 

4 

33 

18 

0 

20 

4 

7 

20 

4 

7 

25 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

55 

4 

7 

25 

4 

7 

25 

4 

7 

28 

10 

4 

. 32 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

145 

14 

11 

808 

11 

6 

798 

1 

4 

700 

11 

5 

1052 

10 

8 

417 

5 

2968 

8 

9 
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STATEMENT  OF  AMOUNTS  LEVIED.— C'on^mwe(^. 


INSPECTORSHIP  OF 


Amount  of 
Annual 
grant. 


Assessment  Amount  of 
or  voluntary  assmt.  levied 
contribution,  over  & above 
to  equal  amt.  amt.  of  grant, 
of  grant,  also  spl.  asst. 


Monthly 

fees. 


Assessment 
for  erection 
of  school- 
houses,  &c. 


C.  GERMAIN. 


£ s.  d. 


St.  Vincent  de  Paul 

82 

18 

0 

St.  Pran9ois  de  Sales 

34 

4 

5 

Ste.  Rose  parish 

58 

11 

10 

Ste.  Rose  Nos.  1 & 2 

44 

1 

1 

St.  Martin  village 

30 

11 

10, 

“ CoteSt.  Elz^ar.. . . 

14 

9 

2 

“ Bas 

10 

1 

10 

“ Haut 

lY 

3, 

9 

“ Cote  du  h.  b.  Teau. 

13 

9 

2 

“ Basduborddel’eau 

12 

11 

5 

“ Cote  St.  Antoine. . 

10 

9 

3 

“ Abord  a Plouffe. . . 

21 

13 

3 

Ste.  Th^rese  village  & diss. . 

4Y 

10 

10 

Terrebonne 

Y4 

0 

2 

Ste.  Anne  des  Plaines 

56 

8 

10 

Lacorne 

50 

15 

8 

St.  Jdrdm© 

192 

18 

1 

St.  Janvier  village 

18 

13 

5 

Ste.  Adele 

22 

3 

9 

Mille  Isles,  S.  Angelique  No.  1. 

6 

6 

4 

St.  Raphael  South 

21 

14 

10 

“ North 

11 

6 

9 

St.  Eustache 

141 

14 

5 

St.  Augustin 

19 

18 

4 

St.  Joseph  & dissentients. . . . 

41 

13 

5 

St.  Benoit 

15 

3 

11 

St.  Jdrome  No.  4 

16 

6 

4 

St.  Hermas 

, 60 

3 

11 

St.  Placide 

42 

16 

0 

Ste.  Scholastique  & dissent.. 

120 

It 

6 

St.  Joachim  & dissentients  . . 

18 

13 

10 

Cote  Ste.  Marie 

12 

5 

2 

St.  Columban 

30 

18 

6 

Ste.  Therese  parish,  North... 

10 

18 

4 

“ South 

9 

0 

1 

“ Haut 

11 

It 

1 

“ Bas,  No.  2 

14 

1 

6 

“ Riviere  Cachee. 

5 

16 

3 

St.  Janvier,  parish 

25 

8 

2 

“ Bas 

9 

12 

5 

St.  Canut 

21 

2 

9 

Ste.  Angdlique,  Mille  Isles,  2. 

5 

16 

1 

“ “ 3. 

5 

3 

5 

1612  9 1 

f 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

82 

18 

0 

41 

3 

10 

12t 

6 

8 

34 

4 

5 

49 

6 

8 

25 

12 

0 

58 

It 

10 

49 

2 

2 

93 

14 

0 

44 

t 

1 

12 

15 

1 

95 

0 

0 

30 

It 

10 

t 

4 

1 

22 

8 

0 

14 

9 

2 

15 

3 

0 

16 

0 

0 

10 

1 

10 

10 

0 

0 

t 

10 

0 

It 

3 

9 

2 

18 

3 

9 

0 

0 

13 

9 

2 

10 

12 

11 

1 

12 

0 

12 

11 

5 

20 

1 

1 

10 

9 

3 

2 

5 

3 

10 

13 

4 

21 

13 

3 

8 

1 

1 

11 

2 

6 

4t' 

10 

10 

3t 

18 

9 

69 

0 

0 

t4 

0 

2 

8 

2 

4 

20 

0 

0 

56 

8 

10 

28 

0 

0 

41 

0 

0 

50 

15 

8 

54 

4 

10 

31 

10 

0 

192 

18 

1 

5t 

1 

11 

18 

13 

5 

18 

5 

9 

3 

6 

4 

22 

3 

9 

6 

6 

11 

6 

6 

4 

16 

4 

9 

2 

18 

0 

16 

0 

0 

21 

14 

10 

11 

It 

1 

10 

0 

0 

11 

6 

9 

5 

0 

0 

6 

13 

4 

141 

14 

5 

158 

6 

4 

t8 

0 

0 

x09 

12 

0 

t9 

18 

4 

lOt 

t 

t 

43 

It 

2 

41 

13 

5 

34 

5 

t 

36 

4 

0 

15 

3 

11 

48 

4 

5 

16 

6 

4 

25 

5 

8 

40 

12 

0 

60 

3 

11 

32 

15 

9 

25 

6 

0 

42 

16 

0 

65 

4 

8 

12 

2 

0 

120 

It 

6 

136 

15 

4 

51 

8 

8 

18 

13 

10 

53 

3 

t 

16 

0 

0 

20 

10 

0 

12 

5 

2 

9 

0 

1 

30 

18 

6 

20 

0 

0 

t9 

0 

0 

10 

18 

4 

15 

14 

11 

5 

0 

0 

9 

0 

1 

9 

9 

11 

4 

18 

8 

11 

It 

1 

15 

12 

11 

6 

10 

0 

14 

1 

6 

13 

3 

6 

5 

16 

3 

10 

6 

0 

5 

0 

0 

25 

8 

2 

9 

9 

0 

9 

12 

5 

5 

2 

6 

21 

2 

9 

40 

6 

t 

5 

16 

1 

6 

t 

8 

4 

0 

0 

5 

3 

5 

10 

0 

0 

1 

1612 

9 

1 

12tt 

16 

8 

959 

5 

9 

225 

2 

0 

Total  amount 
levied  by 
assmt.  or  by 
voluntary 
contribution. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

251 

8 

6 

109 

3 

1 

201 

14 

0 

152 

2 

2 

60 

9 

11 

45 

12 

2 

2t 

11 

10 

29 

2 

0 

25 

14 

1 

32 

12 

6 

23 

t 

10 

40 

16 

10 

154 

9 

t 

.102 

2 

6 

125 

8 

10 

136 

10 

6 

250 

0 

0 

40 

5 

6 

28 

10 

8 

41 

9 

1 

43 

11 

11 

23 

0 

1 

48 1 

12 

9 

231 

3 

1 

112 

3 

0 

123 

8 

4 

82 

4 

0 

118 

5 

8 

120 

2 

8 

315 

1 

6 

108 

t 

5 

21 

5 

3 

129 

18 

6 

31 

13 

3 

23 

8 

8 

34 

0 

0 

2t 

5 

0 

21 

2 

3 

34 

It 

2 

14 

14 

11 

61 

9 

4 

16 

3 

9 

15 

3 

5 

Total 


40U  13  6 
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RECAPITULATION  OF  THE  STATEMENTS  OF  AMOUNTS  LEVIED  FOR  PRIMARY  EDUCA- 
TION IN  THE  MUNICIPALITIES  OF  LOWER  CANADA. 


INSPECTORSHIP  OP 

Amount  of 
Annual 
grant. 

Assessment 
or  voluntary 
contribution, 
to  equal  amt. 
of  grant. 

Amount  of 
assmt.  levied 
over  & above 
amt.  of  grant, 
also  spl.  asst. 

Monthly 
fees.  j 

1 ' 

1 Assessment 
for  erection 
of  school- 
houses,  &c. 

Total  amount 
levied  by 
assmt.  or  by 
voluntary 
contribution. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

T6 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

250 

0 

0 

280 

0 

0 

Jos.  Meagher 

el8 

17 

1 

658 

4 

11 

613 

11 

3 

527 

7 

2 

1 

338 

10 

4 

2137 

13 

8 

V 

172 

5 

2 

172 

5 

2 

100 

0 

5 

148 

18 

1 

421 

3 

8 

G.  Tanguay 

1636 

15 

3 

1636 

15 

3 

929 

14 

1 

629 

13 

10 

207 

14 

7 

3403 

17 

9 

C.  Cimon  

486 

9 

6 

486 

9 

6 

190 

4 

5 

164 

13 

3 

169 

2 

4 

1010 

9 

6 

J.  Hume 

553 

5 

5 

511 

0 

2 

424 

1 

2 

210 

10 

9 

129 

18 

6 

1275 

10 

7 

P.F.  Boland 

2020 

2 

8 

2007 

4 

9 

991 

13 

10 

1522 

3 

1 

152 

7 

6 

4673 

9 

2 

J.  Cr^pault .... 

1280 

15 

3 

1280 

15 

3 

658 

11 

8 

963 

13 

4 

250 

18 

0 

3153 

18 

3 

P.  M.  Bardy 

2436 

15 

3 

2388 

3 

3 

]040 

0 

9 

12064 

11 

10 

276 

10 

0 

15759 

5 

10 

Rey.  R.  Plees 

211 

1 

6 

211 

1 

6 

59 

18 

6 

1180 

0 

0 

1451 

0 

0 

P.  Hubert 

1441 

7 

8 

1441 

7 

8 

917 

17 

0 

776 

8 

2 

140 

14 

10 

3276 

7 

8 

G.  A.  Bourgeois 

305 

18 

9 

305 

18 

9 

517 

19 

5 

191 

18 

2 

276 

5 

0 

1292 

1 

4 

B.  Maurault 

1211 

1 

8 

1121 

16 

0 

496 

11 

7 

387 

9 

2 

167 

18 

0 

2173 

14 

9 

M.  Child 

1300 

8 

8 

1273 

4 

5 

1026 

13 

8 

2254 

5 

1 

629 

2 

9 

5183 

5 

11 

R.  Parmelee 

1497 

2 

8 

1461 

14 

10 

1301 

Y 

1 

1524 

3 

J 

1038 

Q 

o 

J.  N.  A.  Archambault. 

2131 

3 

9 

2131 

3 

9 

1639 

8 

2 

1431 

4 

1 

127 

1 O 

14 

0 

1 

OOuO 

5329 

0 

10 

5 

1 

A.  P.  L.  Consigny.. . . 

1778 

12 

2 

1778 

12 

2 

1587 

19 

8 

911 

16 

9 

269 

2 

0 

4547 

10 

7 

M.  Lanctot 

1951 

19 

1 

1951 

19 

1 

1262 

5 

8 

1471 

17 

4 

252 

6 

8 

4938 

8 

9 

J.  Bruce 

1268 

9 

5 

1189 

12 

5 

1056 

8 

4 

8200 

17 

6 

309 

16 

8 

10756 

14 

11 

F.  X.  Valade 

1788 

9 

7 

1788 

9 

7 

1680 

10 

7 

14184 

9 

11 

129 

11 

7 

17783 

1 

8 

A.  D.  Dorval 

2235 

6 

7 

2235 

6 

7 

1224 

10 

6 

1152 

9 

10 

223 

7 

4 

4835 

14 

3 

C.  Germain 

1612 

9 

1 

1612 

9 

1 

1277 

16 

8 

959 

5 

9 

225 

2 

0 

4074 

13 

6 

J.  J.  Roney  . ! 

808 

11 

6 

798 

1 

4 

700 

11 

5 

1052 

10 

8 

417 

5 

4 

2968 

8 

9 

Grand  total 

28883 

7 

8 

28471 

15 

5 

19697 

15 

10 

52150 

11 

10 

5732 

3 

2 

106052 

6 

3 

48 


K-:i 

rt 


•saipti'^s  JO 
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THIRD  DIVISION.— NORMAL  SCHOOLS. 


GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 


o 

i 

Name  of  the  Institu- 
tion & where  situated- 

Date  of  foundation. 

By  whom  founded. 

Composition  of  Board 
of  direction. 

Staff  of  teachers. 

1 

Jacques  Cartier, Normal 
1 School,  Montreal. 

1851 

Hon.  P.  J.  0.  Chauveau, 
Sup.  of  Education  and 
under  the  act  19  Viet., 
cap.  54. 

Sup.  of  Education. 

I priest,  (the  prin- 
pal)  & laymen. 

2 

McGill,  Normal  School 
Montreal. 

185T 

((  U li 

Sup.  of  Education  and 
Coun.  of  Univ.  of  McG. 
College. 

Laymen. 

3 

Laval,  Normal  School, 
Quebec. 
Pupil-teachers, 

Female  pupils-teachers 

185Y 

n u u 

Sup.  of  Education. 

1 priest,  (the  prin- 
cipal) laymen  & 
Ursuline  Ladies. 

NORMAL  SCHOOLS— 


FINANCES. 


d 

Annual  expenses  of  institu- 
tion. 

Annual  revenue  of  institu- 
tion from  all  sources. 

Cost  of  tuition. 

Cost  or  board. 

Number  of  pupils  receiving 
instruction  gratis. 

Number  of  pupils  receiving 
board  gratis. 

Number  of  pupils  receiving 
part  of  board  gratis. 

Sources  of  revenue,  from 
whence  derived. 

Value  of  buildings  occupied 
for  educational  purposes. 

Dimensions  and 
gi'iieral  descrip- 
tion of  buildings 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

1 

3355 

3355 

gratis 

16 

46 

24 

Government  Grant,  Fees 

6000 

Brick,  4 stories. 

and  Fines,  from  jmiuls 

2849 

2849 

gratis 

To 

48 

for  inattention  and  the 

8000 

180  X 70,  2 sto- 

2 

income  from  Model 

ries,  stone. 

3 

( 16 

36 

1 

24 

Schools. 

} 

The  Chateau  St. 

> 3055 

2100 

gratis 

> 8000 

Louis. 

4 

) 

02 

40 

24 

) 

9259 

8934 

192 

1 

120 

22000 
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NORMAL  SCHOOLS.— Continued . 


COURSE  OF  STUDIES. 


d 

}2; 

Number  of  years  required  to 
complete  course  of  studies. 

Nature  of  the  Religious  teach- 
ing. 

Number  of  volumes  in  the 
pupils’  library. 

Total  number  of  volumes. 

Number  of  globes  and  orre- 
ries. 

Number  of  geographical  or 
other  maps  belonging  to 
the  institution. 

Value  of  the  museum  of  na- 
tural history. 

Value  of  apparatus  for  study 
of  natural  philosophy. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
arithmetic. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
mental  calculation. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
book-keeping. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
algebra. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
geometry. 

— 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
trigonometry. 

£ 

£ 

1 

2 

Catho. 

3050 

3050 

5 

25 

20 

150 

34 

34 

24 

1 

6 

6 

2 

2 

Pro  tea 

200 

200 

6 

30 

300 

10 

10 

20 

3 

) 

( 4 

150 

28 

28 

28 

16 

16 

16 

(2 

Catho. 

200 

200 

4 

) 

/ 2 

35 

35 

i 

3450 

3450 

11 

55 

20 

600 

161 

161 

52 

f 

23 

22 

42 

NORMAL  SCHOOLS.— 


COURSE  STUDIES. 
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NORMAL  SCHOOLS.— Continued. 


COURSE  OP  STUDIRS. 


Professions 
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by  pupils. 
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NORMAL  SCHOOLS.— 


PROFESSORS. 


PUPILS. 
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RECAPITULATION  of  StMteraent  C,  containing  tlie  ^^tatistics  of  all  the  Institutions  for 
Education,  more  particulasly  those  comprised  in  the  superior  and  secondaiy  da:?ses. 


No. 

INSTITUTIONS. 

FINANCES. 

Annual  expenses  of  institution. 

Annual  revenue  of  institution, 
from  all  sources. 

Number  of  pupils  receiving 
instruction  gratis. 

Number  of  pupils  receiving 
board  gratis. 

Number  of  pupils  receiving 
part  of  board  gratis. 

Value  of  real  property  belong- 
ing to  institution 

Total  amount  of  debts  due  by 
institution. 

Value  of  buildings  occupied 
for  educational  purposes. 

£ 

£ 

j . 

£ 

£ ' 

£ 

1 

PTirst.  l~)ivisirvTi  Snpprinr  Sn/hnntc!  . 

] 5646 

8409 

*41490 

2 

Second  Division,  Classical  Colleges.. 

36053 

12800 

270 

1 42 

119 

185457 

30114 131350 

3 

“ “ Industrial  Colleges. . 

8255 

7199 

240  1 

7 

22 

17460 

7942 

23025 

4 

“ Academies  for  Boys  or  Mixed.. 

12232 

10946 

861 

I 13 

36 

8573 

7358 

29757 

6 

“ “ Academies  for  Girls.. 

47061 

42576j 

2604 

205 

232 

19436 

17345  163019 

6 

Third  “ Normal  Schools 

9259 

8934| 

192  1 

1 

120 

i 

22000 

Grand  total 

128506 

90864’ 

4167 

268 

592 

272416 

67021  463651 

1 

* This  amount  represents  the  value  of  the  real  estate  of  the  University  of  McGill  College  and  of 
Bishops  College. 


RECAPITULATION. — Continued. 


COURSE  OF  STUDIES. 


No. 

Number  of  volumes  in  the 
pupils’  library. 

Number  of  volumes  in  the 
professors’  library. 

Total  number  of  volumes. 

Number  of  globes  and  orre- 
ries. 

Number  of  geographical  or 
other  maps  belonging  to 
the  institution. 

Value  of  the  museum  of  natural 
history. 

Value  of  apparatus  for  study 
of  natural  philosophy. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
arithmetic. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
mental  calculation. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
book-keeping. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
algebra. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
geometry. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
trigonometry. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
conic  section. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
differential  and  integral 
calculus. 

£ 

£ 

1 

15200 

15200 

5650 

2 

14443 

52091 

66534 

48 

386 

3140 

5925 

1857 

624 

264 

274 

251 

165 

91 

17 

3 

5428 

1280 

6708 

21 

142 

50 

773! 

1509 

815 

261 

156 

185 

81 

4 

3000 

3573 

6573 

74 

419 

319 

3757 

1785 

491 

510 

295 

82 

24 

134 

5 

6091 

8586 

14677 

58 

686 

5485 

2410 

340 

8 

6 

20 

6 

3450 

3450 

17 

80 

10 

600 

167 

167 

104 

93 

92 

42 

20 

47612 

65530 

113142 

218 

1688 

'8850 

7617 

12775 

5801 

1478 

1041 

827 

370, 

i 

115 

191 

\ 


7 
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RECAPITULATION.— 


COURSE  OF  STUDIES.— CoTi^mwed. 


6 

Number  of  students  learning 
natural  philosophy. 

Number  of  pupils  studying 
meteorology. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
astronomy. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
chemistry. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
natural  history. 

Number  of  French  pupils 
learning  English. 

Number  of  English  pupils 
learning  French. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
French  grammar. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
French  parsing. 

Number  of  pupils  writing 
French  orthographical  ex- 
ercises from  dictation. 

Number  of  pupils  composing 
French  verse. 

Number  of  pupils  practising 
French  composition. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
English  grammatical  pars- 
ing. 

1 Number  of  pupils  writing 
j English  orthographical  exer-| 
cises  from  dictation.  1 

Number  of  pupils  composing 
English  verse. 

1 

2 

295 

240 

317 

110 

173 

1618 

621 

1669 

1275 

1201 

65 

675 

1368 

998 

3 

65 

22 

54 

108 

166 

1315 

81 

1164 

1005 

1081 

11 

319 

732 

723 

1 

4 

161 

75 

230 

69 

222 

1288 

449 

1724 

1224 

1239 

17 

378 

1469 

1530 

116 

5 

11 

77 

7 

352 

3025 

338 

5220 

4420 

3930 

72 

1948 

1105 

1193 

9 

6 

10 

26 

104 

109 

79 

179 

179 

179 

35 

132 

74 

643 

337 

678 

320jl0l7 

7346 

1568 

9956 

8103 

7630 

165 

3355 

4806 

4518 

126 

RECAPITULATION.—  Continued. 


COURSE  OF  STUDIES. — Continued. 


6 

52; 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
English  composition. 

Number  of  pupils  learning  the 
Latin  grammar. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
Latin  versification. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
Latin  composition. 

Number  of  pupils  learning  the 
Greek  grammar. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
Greek  composition. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
the  Hebrew  grammar. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
German. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
geography. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
sacred  history. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
ancient  history. 

Number  of  pupils  learning  the 
history  of  England. 

Number  of  pupils  learning  the 
history  of  France. 

Number  of  pupils  learning  the 
history  of  Canada. 

Number  of  pupils  learning  the 
history  of  the  United  States. 

1 

2 

826 

1043 

290 

336 

548 

80 

14 

23 

1444 

891 

339 

754 

457 

1032 

373 

3 

175 

68 

14 

35 

768 

506 

200 

61 

207 

401 

37 

4 

1226 

255 

18 

77 

63 

10 

7 

1979 

862 

321 

251 

230 

811 

78 

5 

562 

3761 

2994 

387 

210 

1072 

1938 

30 

g 

70 

167 

147 

50 

26 

28 

121 

' 

j 2869 

1366 

322 

448 

611 

90 

14 

30 

8119 
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REC  APITUL  ATION. — Continued. 


COURSE  OF  STUDIES.— 


d 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
arithmetic. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
belles-lettres. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
rhetoric. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
declamation. 

Number  of  pupils  studying 
intellectual  and  moral  phi- 
losophy. 

Number  of  students  in  the- 
ology. 

Number  of  pupils  studying 
elements  of  jurisprudence. 

Number  of  pupils  studying 
elements  of  constitutional 
law. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
theoretical  agriculture. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
practical  agriculture. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
horticulture. 

Number  of  pupils  pursuing  a 
special  commercial  course. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
linear  drawing. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
^ architecture. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

2 

636 

; 160 

123 

343 

137 

102 

35 

35 

59 

25 

299 

273 

1 162 

121 

3 

52 

121 

53 

138 

9 

21 

19 

180 

146 

245 

258 

137 

118 

4 

215 

28 

76 

798 

22 

15 

15 

143 

33 

10 

229 

201 

51 

5 

‘ 59 

133  ' 

' 146 

336 

j 

38 

35 

97 

g 

36 

98 

70 

28 

142 

962 

1 478 

i 

i 398 

1713 

169 

123 

50 

69 

452 

204 

1 

620 

1 795 

739 

290  4 

RECAPITULATION.— Continued. 


COURSE  OF  STUDIES.— 


Continued. 


PROFESSIONS  CHOSEN  BY 
STUDENTS. 


d^ 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
sewing. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
embroidery. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
drawing. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
painting. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
instrumental  music. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
vocal  music. 

Number  of  pupils  practising 
gymnastics. 

Number  of  pupils  learning 
fencing. 

Number  of  pupils  learning  to 
dance. 

Number  of  pupils  left,  who 
have  completed  their  course 
of  studies. 

Number  of  pupils,  left,  who 
have  completed  more  than 

half  of  the  course. 

- 

Numb^er  pupils  wnfe  still  pro- 
secute their  studies  in  other 
Institutions. 

Number  of  students  who  have 
embraced  or  prepared  for 
the  clergy. 

1 Number  of  pupils  who  have 
> become  teachers. 

1 

2 

70 

3 

200 

626 

30 

58 

40 

97 

136 

37 

66 

9H 

3 

68 

4 

135 

396 

202 

23 

84 

26 

2 

^\j 

\ IQ 

4 

25 

17 

147 

59 

228 

380 

50 
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72 
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5645 

2220 

335 
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2375 
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40 

5670 

2237 
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135 
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3956 

328 

58 
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417 

165 

87 

258 
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RECAPITULATION.— Core^vracd. 


PROFESSIONS  CHOSEN  BY  STUDENTS.— ConWTOcd. 


PROFESSORS. 
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RECAPITULATION.—  Continued, 


PUPILS. 


6 

!z; 

Number  of  Boys. 

Number  of  Girls. 

Number  of  day  scholars. 

Number  of  half  boarders. 

Number  of  boarders. 

Number  of  Catholic  pupils. 

Number  of  protestant  pupils. 

No.  of  pupils,  whose  parents 
reside  within  the  county  in 
which  the  ins.  is  situated. 

Number  of  pupils  whose  parents 
reside  within  some  other  dis- 
trics  in  Lower  Canada. 

No.  of  pupils,  whose  parents 
reside  in  New  Brunswick. 

No.  of  pupils,  whose  parents 
reside  in  Upper  Canada. 

No.  of  pupils,  whose  parents 
reside  in  the  United  States. 

Number  of  pupils  under  16 
years  of  age. 

Number  of  pupils  above  16 
years  of  age. 

Total  number  of  pupila. 

1 

436 

259 

1 77 

348 

88 

321 

86 

21 

8 

436 

436 

2 

1 2655 

1249 

358 1048 

1904 

751 

1553 

1013 

8 

34 

47 

1461 

1194 

2655 

3 

t 1897 

40 

1392 

308 

1 237 

1832 

105 

1703 

215 

5 

14 

1762 

175 

1937 

4 

1 4725 

1414 

5702 

246 

1 191 

3984 

2155 

5746 

320 

21 

52 

5071 

1068 

6139 

j 

) 36 

13318 

; 9433 

1,1414  2507 

13241 

113 

12869 

431 

14 

40 

12243 

nil 

13354 

( 

) 89 

t 103 

1 73 

1 ' 

1 118 

1 123 

; 69 

1 102 

88 

1 

1 

192 

192 

9836 

! 1487C 

. 18108'2327  4278 

1 1 

1 21432 

3281 

22294 

2153 

8 

96 

162 

20537 

4176 

24713 
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FOURTH  DIVISION.— SPECIALS  SCHOOLS. 


¥o. 


Name  of  Institution. 


By  whom  founded. 


Composition  of 
board  of  direction. 


Composition  of 
board  of  teachers. 


Deaf  and  dumb  Insti- 
tution, Coteau  St. 

Louis 

Institution  forfemale 
deaf  mutes  at  Long 
Point 


1849  Rev.  Mr.  Lagorce. 
1853  Bishop  Bourget.. . 


The  directing  pro- 
fessors   


The  Directing  Nuns 


Priests  and  clerks  of 

St.  Viateur 

Nuns  of  the  Cana- 
dian order  of  La- 
providence 


3 ! 15 


5 30 


8 I 45 


FIFTH  DIVISION.— PRIMARY  SCHOOLS. 


No. 

SECTIONS. 

Number  of  schools. 

Number  of  teachers. 

Number  of  Pupils, 

3 

First  Section. 

Model  Schools  of  the  Normal 
Schools 

6 

10 

589 

4 

Second  Section. 

Primary  superior  model  schools, 
comprising  the  superior  schools 
for  girls  which  are  not  men- 
tioned in  the  fourth  section  of 
secondary  schools 

237 

258 

13010 

6 

Third  Section. 

Elementary  schools 

2518 

2662 

110441 

Total 

2760 

2930 

124040 

RECAPITULATION  OF  THE  FIVE  GREAT  DIVISIONS. 


No. 

DIVISIONS. 

Number  of  schools. 

Number  of  teachers. 

Number  of  Pupils. 

6 

Superiors  schools 

10 

70 

436 

7 

Secondary  “ 

170 

879 

24085 

8 

Normal  “ 

3 

15 

192 

9 

1 Special  “ 

2 

8 

45 

10 

Primary  “ 

2765 

2930 

124040 

1 - Total 

2945 

3902 

148798 
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STATEMENT  D. 

CONTAINING  THE  STATISTICS  OF  THE  CATHOLIC  SCHOOLS  IN 
THE  CITIES  OF  QUEBEC  AND  MONTREAL.^ 

No.  1. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  SCHOLARS  IN  THE  SEVERAL  CATHOLIC  SCHOOLS 
IN  THE  CITY  OF  QUEBEC  DURING  THE  YEAR  185L 
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No.  2. 

STATEMENT  OF  THE  NUMBER  OF  SCHOLARS  ATTENDING  CATHOLIC  SCHOOLS  IN 
MONTREAL  DURING  THE  YEAR  185L 
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Statement  of  the  number  of  scholars  attending  the  schools  conducted  by  the  Brethren  of  the  Christian  Doctrine  at  Montreal,  185Y. 
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1 Recapitulation. 

Number 
of  Pupils. 

00  !>►  CO  ir: 

00  JO  CM  CQ  CN  M 
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CO 

<M 

Ward.  I 

St.  Lawrence  Sub 

St,  Mary  “ 

Recollets 

St.  James 

College  Street 

St.  Joseph  Sub 

1 Total 
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Statement  E showing  the  Circuit  of  each  Inspector,  the  Names  of  Counties  or 
part  of  Counties  included  in  it,  the  Number  of  Municipalities,  the  Popula- 
tion, Extent  of  territory  the  Number  of  Schools  in  operation,  and  the  Resi- 
dence and  Salary  of  the  inspectors. 


Residence. 

Number  of 
Municipalities. 

Population. 

Acres  of  land 
owned. 

No.  of  schools 
under  control. 

Salary 
of  Ins- 
pectors. 

> 

t 

s. 

0 

Magdalen  Islands. 

1 

2220 

3 

31 

5 

0 

( Carleton, 

22 

20772 

233340 

39 

250 

0 

0 

} Ste.  Anne 

1 

966 

8000 

3 

Chicoutimi 

5 

4951 

69669 

7 

125 

0 

0 

St.  Gerv.iis 

29 

34088 

584092 

152 

218 

15 

0 

Malbaie 

10 

13012 

209007 

36 

125 

0 

0 

Leeds, 

17 

16085 

214121 

48 

187 

10 

0 

St.  Antoine 

30 

58135 

685437 

220 

218 

15 

0 

St.  Valier 

19 

36729 

386134 

128 

00 

10 

0 

Quebec 

33 

80673 

544571 

149 

250 

0 

0 

Quebec 

1 

9118 

11 

62 

10 

0 

Three-Rivers 

24 

41181 

443909 

102 

187 

10 

0 

St.  Gr^goire 

9 

9305 

175000 

34 

156 

5 

0 

Gentilly 

17 

34650 

333482 

99 

187 

10 

0 

Coaticook 

35 

35848 

484143 

241 

218 

15 

0 

Waterloo 

22 

43632 

380704 

235 

218 

15 

0 

Varennes 

28 

60889 

473296 

129 

218 

15 

0 

St.  Cdsaire 

23 

50889 

457923 

131 

156 

5 

0 

Laprairie 

21 

55785 

470523 

141 

218 

15 

0 

Huntingdon, 

16 

48530 

881139 

142 

250 

0 

0 

Longueuil 

43 

82559 

424175 

119 

260 

0 

L’Assomption 

36 

64558 

630008 

148 

218 

15 

0 1 

St.  Vinct.  de  Paul 

42 

46210 

393584 

119 

187 

10 

0 

Aylmer 

25 

23164 

826227 

85 

218 

15 

0 1 

No. 


Name  of  Inspector,  and  description 
of  his  District  of  Inspection. 


10 


11 


12 


15 


16 


11 


18 


19 


20 


21 


22 


23 


1 J.  B.  F.  Painchaud,  Magdalen  Islands,  Gaspe. 

2 J.  Meagher,  counties  of  Bonaventure  & Gaspe. 

V.  Martin,  county  of  Chicoutimi, 

G.  Tanguay,  counties  of  Kamouraska,  Rimous 

ki,  and  T6miscouata, 

C.  Cimon,  county  of  Charlevoix  and  part  of 

Saguenay, 

John  Hume,  county  of  M^gantic  and  part  of 
Dorchester  and  of  Beauce, 

F.  X.  Boland,  counties  of  Beauce,  Levi,  Dor 

Chester,  and  of  Lotbiniere, 

J.  Cr^pault,  counties  of  Bellechasse,  Montmag 

ny,  and  Islet, 

P.  M.  Bardy,  counties  of  Quebec,  MontmO' 
rency  and  Portneuf ; Catholic  Population 

of  the  City  of  Quebec, 

Rev.  R.  Plees ; protestant  Population  of  the 

City  of  Quebec, 

P.  Hubert,  counties  of  St.  Maurice,  Maskinon- 
ge  and  Champlain, 

G.  A.  Bourgeois,  part  of  the  Counties  Drum- 
mond, Bagot,  and  Arthabaska, 

B.  Maurault,  counties  of  Nicoletand  Yamaska, 
M.  Child,  counties  of  Stanstead,  Richmond, 

Compton,  Wolfe,  part  of  Drummond  and 

Arthabaska, 

R.  Parmelee,  counties  of  Missisquoi,  Brome 

Shefiford,  and  part  of  Iberville, 

J.  N.  A.  Archambault,  counties  of  Richelieu. 
Vercheres,  Charably,  and  part  of  St.  Jean 

and  St.  Hyacinthe, 

A.  P.  L.  Consigny,  counties  of  Bagot,  Ron 
ville,  part  of  St.  Hyacinthe  and  Iberville,. . . 
M.  Lanctot,  counties  of  Laprairie,  Napierville, 
Beauharnois,  and  part  of  Chateauguay  and 

of  St.  Jean, 

John  Bruce,  county  of  Huntingdon,  part  of 
Chateaugnay  and  of  Argenteuil,  and  the 
Prolestant  Popula.  of  the  City  of  Montreal, 
F.  X.  Valade,  counties  of  Jacques  Cartier,  Ho- 
chelaga,  Vaudreuil  and  Soulanges,  and  Ca- 
tholic Population  of  the  City  of  Montreal.. . 
A.  D.  Dorval,  counties  of  Berthier,  Joliette  and 
Montcalm, 

C.  Germain,  counties  of  Laval,  Terrebonne, 
Two-Mountains,  and  part  of  Argenteuil,.. . . 

J.  J.  Roney,  couties  of  Ottawa  and  Pontiac,.. . 


Statement  F. — General  Synoptical  Table,  giving  a Summary  of  p11  the  Statistics  collected  by  the  insjiectoi's  of  schools,  for  the  ye^.r  1857 
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DISTRICT  OF  MONTREAL.  | 
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Statement  G. — General  synoptical  table  giving  a summary  of  all  the  statistics,  &c. — Continued. 
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Report  of  the  Distribution  of  the  Grant  for  Superior  Education, 

TO  THE  HONORABLE  THE  PROVINCIAL  SECRETARY. 

Montreal,  28lh  Nov.  1858. 

Sir, — I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  the  lists  of  the  distribu- 
tion, which  I recommend  to  be  made  under  the  Superior  Education  Act,  to  the 
Universities,  Colleges,  Academies,  and  Model  Schools  of  Lower  Canada. 

The  state  of  the  Fund  for  Superior  Education  does  not  permit  me  to  recom- 
mend this  year  any  grant  of  money  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  buildings  or  in  the 
liquidation  of  the  debts  of  any  institution. 

I therefore  deem  it  necessary  to  increase  by  £200  the  annual  aid  to  the  Uni= 
versity  of  McGill  College,  on  account  of  the  progress  made  by  this  institution,  and 
of  the  great  expenses  incurred  by  the  Directors. 

In  consequence  of  the  number  of  Classical  Colleges  in  the  District  of  Mon- 
treal, I have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  recommend  a grant  in  favor  of  Lower 
Canada  College,  the  application  and  report  of  which  I nevertheless  transmit 
with  this  report. 

I have  recommended  an  additional  grant  of  £50  to  the  High  School  of  Que- 
bec, and  £100  to  the  Model  Schools  of  the  Catholic  Commissioners  of  Quebec. 
The  High  School  is  the  only  institution  for  Superior  Education  for  the  Proiestantg 
of  the  District  of  Quebec,  and  the  Catholic  Commissioners  of  Quebec  are  obliged, 
from  a want  of  sufficient  means,  to  refuse  every  day  numbers  of  children  who 
present  themselves  to  attend  the  Elementary  and  Model  Schools. 

These  reasons,  together  with  the  liberality  with  which  the  Corporation  of 
Quebec  has  increased  by  one  half  its  contribution  for  the  maintenance  of  Common 
Schools,  have  induced  me  to  make  these  recommendations. 

I have  not  given  a summary  of  the  reports  ; but  I have  added  to  the  list  the 
number  of  pupils  in  each  institution.  I will  transmit  the  reports  themselves  if 
necessary.  My  aim  is  to  avoid  any  delay  in  the  distribution  of  the  grant.  Never- 
theless, as  the  slight  changes  which  I have  recommended  in  the  lists  of  Schools 
for  boys  and  girls,  are  founded  principally  on  the  number  of  pupils,  and  as  the 
relative  condition  of  the  institutions  is  generally,  in  all  other  respects,  the  same 
as  last  year,  I have  considered  that  these  statements  would  be  sufficient. 

The  total  amount  distributed  last  year  was  £18777  15s.  lOd.,  and  exceeded 
by  £1777  15s.  lOd.  the  £17,000  which  remained  after  the  deduction  was  made 
of  several  sums  which  it  was  lawful  to  appropriate  to  other  objects  from  the 
£22,000  annually  granted  for  Superior  Education. 

But  as  the  Normal  Schools  were  not  in  operation  in  1856,  we  were  able  to 
take  the  sum  from  their  quota  of  the  £5000,  the  rest  having  been  appropriated  to 
the  expenses  of  installing  the  three  Schools.  This  year  the  total  amount  of  the 
sum  which  I recommend  to  be  appropriated,  amounts  to  £17,1 14,  still  exceeding 
the  sum  of  £17,000.  But  1 have  still  left  in  hand  £263  of  the  apportionment  made 
last  year,  which  has  not  been  claimed,  or  has  been  claimed  by  institnlions  which 
have  not  complied  with  the  conditions  of  the  order  in  Council.  I submit  a list  of 
these  institutions  and  of  the  sums  to  be  emplo3’’ed. 

The  auditor  of  accounts  having  reported  that  there  is  still  a probable  deficit 
in  consequence  of  the  smallness  of  the  revenue  of  the  Jesuits’  estates,  I recommend 
that  a distribution  of  the  funds  for  Superior  Education,  and  of  the  Common 
School,  ordinary  as  well  as  supplementary,  be  made  on  the  same  scale  as  last 
year,  and  that  the  necessary  sums  be  advanced,  subject  to  be  re-imbursed  from 
the  income  of  the  Jesuits’  estates,  which  the  Government  is  at  present  engaged 
in  collecting,  I am  happy  to  hear,  in  a more  efficacious  manner  than  formerly. 

The  whole  respectfully  submitted, 

P.  J.  O.  CHAUFEAU. 
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Institutions  to  which  an  aid  has  been  granted  out  of  the  balance  not  j^aid  to  certain  Insti- 
tutions in  1856,  in  virtue  of  a subsequent  order  in  Council. 


NAME  OF  INSTITUTION. 

Aid  granted. 

Grand  total. 

Free  School  in  connection  with  the  American  Presbyterian 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

School  Society,  Montreal 

50  0 0 

Ste.  Foye,  Protestant  Academy 

45  0 0 

Church  & School  Society,  Sherbrooke 

50  0 0 

Varennes,  Academy  for  girls 

10  0 0 

155  0 0 

EECAPITULATION. 


Number 
of  pupils. 

NAME  OF  INSTITUTION. 

Aid  granted. 

List  No.  1 

181 

Universities 

1367  15  4 

“ 2 

1T94 

Classical  Colleges 

3714  0 0 

“ 3 

1937 

Commercial  Colleges 

2325  0 0 

u 4 

5999 

Academies  for  boys,  or  mixed 

4095  0 0 

“ 5 

7528 

Academies  for  girls 

2817  0 0 

“ 6 

5917 

Model  Schools 

2795  5 6 

17114  0 10 

23356 

£17269  0 10 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  SUM  GRANTED  FOR  SUPPLEMENTARY  AID  TO  POOR  MUNICIPALITIES  FOR  1857. 
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Statement  of  the  expense  of  Journals  published  by  the  department,  in  the  year  1857. 

The  “ Journal  db  lTnstruction  Publique  ” and  “ Journal  of  Education  ” in  account 
Dr.  with  the  “ Education  Office,”  Lower  Canada.  Or. 


DATE. 


1856. 

December.. 

185’7. 

February 


(( 

u 

u 

March. 


April. 

u 

May  . 

u 

u 

June 

u 

July . 

II 


August 
September 
u 
u 

October 

u 

IC 


November 


December. 

{£ 

u 

u 


18 


Warrant  No.  9652.. 


Sdn^cal  and  Daniel. 


James  Walker 

B.  Dawson 

J.  G.  Bennett 

S^n^cal  and  Daniel. 

P.  L.  Morin 

James  Duncan 

Sendcal  and  Daniel 

James  Walker 

W.  A.  Leggo 

P.  L.  Morin 

Dynes  and  Babin  . . . 
S4necal  and  Daniel 

W.  A.  Leggo 

Sen^cal  and  Daniel 


TO  WHOM  PAID. 


W.  A.  Leggo 

S4necal  and  Daniel 

B.  Dawson 

W.  A.  Leggo 

Sen4cal  and  Daniel 

U (( 

Senecal  and  Daniel 


J.  Walker 

Senecal  and  Daniel 

U (I 

Various  persons 


S^n^cal  and  Daniel. 
S^n^cal  and  Daniel. 

J.  G.  Hodgins 

Salter  and  Ross. . . . 
S4n4cal  and  Daniel. 
P.  L.  Morin 


FOR  WHAT  PURPOSE. 


Grant  for  the  year  1856. 


Printing,  &c 

Agency 

Engravings 

Subscription  to  Periodicals. . 
Subscription  to  N.  Y.  Herald 

Printing,  &c 

Engravings  and  plans 

A design  for.  the  journal  .... 

Printing,  &c 

Engravings  


Plans  and  engravings. 


Printing  &rc 

Engravings 

Printing,  &e 

Commission  on  collections 

Engravings 

Printing,  &c *. . . 

Sundries 

Engravings 

Printing,  &c 


Engravings 

Printing,  &c 

u 

Commissions,  &c 

Included  in  the  deposits  and  yet 
charged,  20  Feb.,  185T. . . . 

Printing,  &c 

u 


Electrotypes 

Engravings 

Printing,  &c 

Engravings,  plans. 


&c 


Total  amount  of  subscriptions. 
Government  grant  for  1851 . . . 
Balance  in  hand 


Dr. 


£ s.  d. 


50  0 0 

1 14 

15  0 

2 0 

2 5 

50  0 
8 10 

5 0 

51  0 

15  2 

13  15 
15  0 

3 0 

30  0 

6 5 
11  10 

0 14  10 
6 10  0 
50  0 0 

5 14  9 
33  0 0 

15  0 
32  10 
*76  It 
11  8 

5 0 

16  4 
43  16 


0 16  2h 

1 15  0 


16  4 
52  16 
2 0 
1 10 
41  0 
24  12 


296  9 9 


Cr. 


£ 

450 


s.  d. 
0 0 


lt9  19  9 


450  0 0 


10t9  19  9 10t9  19  9 
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Circular  addressed  to  the  Cures  and  Ministers  of  the  Gospel,  in  whose  parish 
reside  teachers  who  are  pensioners  on  the  sinking  fund. 

Montreal,  185  . 

Sir, 

I have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  sum  of  £ has 

been  awarded  to 

your  parishioner,  being  the  amount  of  his  pension  as  a superannuated  teacher, 
for  the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven. 

It  being  wisely  provided  by  the  Order  in  Council  awarding  these  pensions, 
that  they  shall  not  be  made  a subject  of  dishonest  speculation,  and  that  advantage 
shall  not  be  taken  of  the  poverty  of  the  teachers,  or  of  the  distance  at  which  they 
reside,  to  exact  from  them  an  exorbitant  commission  or  even  a portion  of  their 
pensions  for  drawing  them  at  this  office,  I have  been  authorised  to  pay  them  to 
none  but  the  teachers  themselves,  or  to  agents  whom  I shall  myself  nominate. 

It  is  my  opinion,  that  in  the  interest  of  education,  and  in  that  of  humanity, 
Ministers  of  the  Gospel  of  different  denominations,  will  not  refuse  me  their  gra- 
tuitous assistance  for  such  an  object,  and,  for  this  reason,  I take  the  liberty  of 
addressing  you  to  request  you  to  act  as  an  intermediary  between  this  department 
and  your  parishioner.  If  you  consent  thereto,  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  cause 
him  to  sign  the  receipts  in  duplicate,  which  accompany  this  letter,  in  the  presence 
of  two  witnesses,  and  return  them  to  this  office  at  your  earliest  convenience,  at 
the  same  time  handing  him  the  enclosed  sum. 

You  will  be  kind  enough  to  explain  to  the  pensioner,  that  by  the  Order  in 
Council  of  the  16th  September,  1857,  he  is  formally  forbidden  to  transfer  to  any 
person  whatsoever  his  pension,  either  partially  or  entirely,  and  that  in  any  case 
where  such  shall  be  done,  the  pension  will  be  forfeited  and  returned  to  the  sinking 
fund. 

You  will  also  be  kind  enough  to  inform  him  that  the  reason  his  pension  for 
this  year  is  so  small,  is  that  it  was  necessary  to  deduct  therefrom  a premium  of  one 
pound  for  each  year  passed  in  teaching,  which  will  not  occur  in  the  case  of  your  pen- 
sioner in  succeeding  years.  It  is,  therefore,  to  be  hoped,  that  his  pension  will  next 
year  be  larger,  which  will,  however,  depend  upon  the  number  of  pensioners,  and 
the  amount  of  premiums  which  shall  have  been  paid  by  teachers  from  the  present 
time  until  then..  I will  not  lose  this  opportunity  of  suggesting  to  you  the  great 
importance  of  inducing  teachers  in  your  parish,  who  have  not  already  done  so, 
to  inscribe  their  names  on  the  register  of  the  Savings’  fund. 

The  pension  awarded  to  your  pensioner  is  calculated  from  the  following 
statistics  : — Years  passed  in  teaching  since  1848  (previous  years  not  counting), 
at  £1  10s.  a year,  £ . Deduction  this  year  of  a premium  of  one  pound 

for  each  year  of  teaching,  £ 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

Sir, 

Your  very  obedient  servant'. 


List  of  pensions  granted  for  1857  from  the  Poor  Teachers’  Savings’  Fund. 
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List  of  Teachers  inscribed  on  the  Register  of  the  Savings’  Fund,  to  31st  December,  1857. 
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A TABLE  SHEWING  THE  BOOKS  SENT  TO  SCHOOL 


NAMES  OF  INSPECTORS. 


o 

<D  00 
m d 

0>  1—4 

§.2 
O)  ^ 
H-3  ND 

OQ 

oT 

- a 


^ oT 

o S 

T3  o3 
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Q TO 
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^gj  cj 
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bo 

<1 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 
.5 
16 
,17 
18 

19 

20 
21 
22 


J.  N.  A.  Archambeault, 

John  Bruce, 

P.  M.  Bardy, 

F.  X.  Bdland, 

G.  A.  Bourgeois, 

J.  Cr^pault, 

O.  Cimon, 

M.  Childs, 

A.  D.  Dorval, 

C.  Germain, 

P.  Hubert, 

John  Hume, 

M.  Lanctot, 

B.  Maurault, 

V.  Martin, 

Jos.  Meagher, 

J.  B.  F.  Painchaud, . . . . 

R,  Parmelee, 

R.  G.  Plees, 

G.  Tanguay, 

F.  X.  Valade, 

J.  J.  Roney, 

Total, 


225 

229 

250 

275 

75 

250 

75 

320 

250 

249 
200 

75 

265 

192 

50 

75 

25 

300 

75 

250 
286 
142 


200 

24 

180 

150 

80 

150 

80 

36 

200 

200 

162 

50 

150 

126 

12 

36 

12 

80 


30i 


12 


18 


150 

90 


6' 


24 


6 

60 

e 


7S 


16 

6 


12 

2 

90 

18 

6 

6 


4358 


132  194 


316 


2268 


10 


14 


824 


64 


214 


67 


318 
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INSPECTORS  TO  BE  DISTRIBUTED  AS  PRIZES  IN  1856  AND  1851- 


Sadlier’s  Popular  Librarj.  I 

Canon  Schmidt’s  Tales. 

Boyhood  of  Great  Painters. 

Popular  and  Moral  Tales  by  Madame 
Guizot. 

Stories  for  Children  by  Miss  Edge- 
worth. 

Canadian  Settler’s  Guide,  by  Mrs. 
Trail. 

The  Child’s  Book  of  Nature,  by 
Hooker. 

Salmon  Fisheries  of  Canada,  by 
Nettle. 

Canada  and  Paris  Exhibition,  by  J. 
C.  Tachd. 

Pretty  little  Poems  for  Pretty  little 
People. 

Hodgin’s  Geography  and  History  of 
British  North  America. 

Esop’s  Fables. 

Gems  of  Fables. 

Book  of  Birds.* 

Book  of  Animals. 

Robinson  Crusoe. 

Hind’s  Essay  on  the  Wheatfly. 

French 



English 

Grand  Total  for  1857. 

3 

12 

1 

6 

330 

30 

360 

3 

12 

48 

24 

2 

20 

1 

6 

12 

90 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

36 

48 

350 

398 

6 

24 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

306 

46 

354 

6 

18 

6 

1 

1 

2 

291 

34 

325 

6 

18 

2 

2 

2 

2 

8 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

168 

59 

227 

10 

10 

4 

1 

2 

2 

320 

29 

349 

157 

157 

3 

12 

36 

24 

2 

12 

1 

12 

6 

75 

6 

6 

6 

6 

12 

36 

78 

354 

432 

4 

16 

3 

1 

1 

6 

2 

330 

33 

363 

6 

12 

2 

3 

.... 

1 

2 

1 

1 

.... 

18 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

331 

59 

390 

6 

18 

3 

1 

3 

246 

31 

277 

3 

16 

. . . . 

6 

2 

2 

.... 

2 

.... 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

• • « . 

96 

60 

156 

10 

36 

6 

3 

3 

1 

2 

50 

2 

3 

3 

3 

258 

127 

385 

3 

12 

252 

15 

267 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

44 

7 

61 

6 

16 

16 

12 

2 

6 

2 

2 

4 

12 

6 

6 

6 

6 

6 

77 

122 

199 

6 

1 

2 

2 

23 

13 

36 

10 

36 

6 

36 

24 

2 

20 

1 

12 

6 

125 

10 

6 

6 

6 

12 

36 

148 

464 

612 

6 

6 

2 

2 

4 

42 

42 

10 

20 

1 

8 

1 

2 

2 

2 

4 

297 

66 

353 

8 

30 

2 

3 

1 

1 

24 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

.... 

260 

82 

342 

103 

326 

19 

181 

92 

20 

81 

13 

39 

30 

434 

34 

32 

33 

35 

50 

110 

4060 

2015 

6075 
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Statement  of  sums  disbursed  by  the  Department  of  Fuhlic  Instruction  from  Isf 
January  to  Z\st  December^  1857. 


Grant  to  Common  Schools  for  the  last  six  months  of  1866  and  the 


first  six  months  of  1857, £28,550  18  0 

“ To  Colleges,  Academies,  &c., 18,552  0 0 

“ To  poor  Municipalities, 673  0 0 

» “ Normal  Schools, 8,712  2 1 

“ “ Salaries  of  School  Inspectors, 4,352  3 3 

“ “ Salaries  of  Officers  of  the  Department, 2,190  0 11 

“ “ Library  of  the  Department. 464  18  4 

“ “ Books  for  prkes, 517  11  3 

‘‘  “ Journal  of  Public  Instruction  and  Journal  of  Education,  783  10  5 

“ “ Contingent  expenses  of  Department, 971  2 9 

“ “ Parochial  libraries, 48  10  6 

“ “ Pensions  to  retired  Teachers, 226  15  2 

“ “ Aid  towards  the  building  of  School  Houses,. 27  7 10 


£66,471  10  10 


Statement  (f  the  Normal  School  Fund  for  1858. 

Jacqzies- Cartier  Normal  School.  Cr. 


Dr. 


Received  for  board  of  pupils  of  the  Normal  School  and  from 

pupils  of  Model  School, 

Quota  of  fund  for  expenses  of  installation, 

Disbursed  for  “ “ — 

Quota  of  the  £5000  for  salary  of  professors  and  contingent  ex- 
penses,  

Salaries  of  professors  and  contingent  expenses, 

Quota  of  fund  of  £1000  for  exhibitions, 

Balance  on  hand, 


Laval  Normal  School. 

Quota  of  installation  fund, 

Disbursed  for  expenses  of  installation, 

Quota  of  the  £5000  for  salaries  of  professors  and  contingent  ex- 
penses,   

Salaries  of  professors  and  contingent  expenses, 

Quota  of  £1000  for  exhibitions, 

Received  from  pupils  in  Normal  School  for  board  and  fees  from 

pupils  of  Model  School, 

Balance  carried  to  Dr.  aoct.  of  1858, 


Me  Gill  Normal  School. 

Quota  of  installation  fund, 

Revenue  of  Model  Schools, 

Disbursed  for  expenses  of  installation, 

Quota  of  the  £5000  for  salaries  of  professors  and  contingent  ex- 
penses,   

Salaries  of  professors  and  contingent  expenses, 

Quota  of  the  £1000  for  exhibitions, 

Balance  on  hand, 


Total  amount  of  expenses  of  Normal  Schools,, 

“ Received, 

Balance  in  hand, 


£181 

0 

10 

1074 

1 

4 

1168 

3 

1| 

1766 

13 

4 

1581 

12 

U 

334 

0 

0 

606 

0 

3 

£3355 

15 

6 

3355 

15 

6 

£1074 

1 

4 

688 

5 

6 

1616 

13 

4 

2583 

9 

5 

333 

0 

0 

198 

0 

3 

50 

0 

0 

£3271 

14 

11 

3271 

14 

11 

1074 

1 

4 

216 

16 

9 

963 

5 

8 

1616 

13 

4 

2103 

5 

7 

333 

0 

0 

174 

0 

2 

£3240 

11 

6 

3240 

11 

5 

9088 

1 

5 

9867 

11 

10 

780 

0 

5 

Total, 


£9868  1 10 


9868  1 10 
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Report  of  the  Pr  incipal  of  the  Jacques- Cartier  Normal  School. 

To  THE  Superintendent  : — 

I have  the  honor  to  present  to  you  the  report  of  the  Jacques-Cartier  Normal 
School,  for  the  scholastic  year  1857-58. 

Notwithstanding  the  short  duration  of  the  session  of  last  year,  it  suiSiced  to 
show  a part  of  the  advantages  offered  to  teachers  by  this  school,  and  the  happy 
reforms  which  it  will  introduce  into  the  elementary  instruction  in  this  part  of  the 
Province. 

Notwithstanding  the  number  of  applicants  for  admission  up  to  the  month  of 
September  last,  from  different  parts  of  our  district,  the  limited  extent  of  our  halls, 
especially  of  the  dormitory,  did  not  permit  of  receiving  more  than  forty-six  candi- 
dates. Of  these,  twenly-lwo  were  free  pupils.  The  remainder  obtained  the 
twenty-four  half  scholarships,  which  the  Government,  with  wise  foresight,  has 
established  to  aid  pupils  who  have  not  the  means  of  paying  for  all  their  board. 
Forty-four  pupils  belonged  to  the  District  of  Montreal,  one  to  that  of  Ottawa,  and 
one  to  that  of  Three  Rivers,  and  four  were  formerly  teachers  and  had  received 
the  certificate  of  qualification  from  the  board  of  examiners. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  we  were  grieved  to  see  this  number  reduced  to 
thirty,  a number,  however,  still  very  great  for  an  institution  of  this  kind.  There 
are  several  Normal  Schools  in  Europe  where  only  forty,  and  even  in  some  cases 
only  twenty-four  pupils  are  admitted,  in  order  that  the  progress  of  each  may  be 
observed  closely,  and  good  order  more  easily  maintained. 

The  principle  causes  of  this  diminution  are  : — 1st.  Unfitness.  2nd.  Poverty. 
3rd.  Illness. 

The  first  cause  should  not  surprise  any  one.  It  is  natural  that  young  per- 
sons, deceived  by  what  they  have  seen,  should  think  that  to  teach  school  well,  it  is 
sufficient  to  know  what  it  is  necessary  to  teach.  Sometimes  distance  lends 
enchantment  to  the  view,  and  they  see  in  the  most  attractive  colors  a profession, 
the  charm  of  which  lies  in  the  ideas,  which  induce  them  to  enter  it.  They  forget 
that  in  order  to  fill  it  worthily,  they  need  more  powerful  motives  than  the  hope  of 
an  easy  life,  and  a livelihood  gained  without  much  trouble.  It  follows  then,  that, 
as  soon  as  they  perceive  the  real  state  of  the  case,  they  change  their  minds. 
Then  they  no  longer  work  with  the  ardor  of  those  who  know  that  each  instant 
of  study  will  affect  their  future  life  for  good  or  ill,  according  as  it  is  well  or  ill 
employed.  They  can  no  longer  endure  a discipline  unsuited  to  them,  and  at  last 
become  really  an  obstacle  to  the  advancement  of  their  fellow-pupils.  For  this 
reason,  whenever  we  have  met  with  such  pupils,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the 
corps  of  professors,  we  have  advised  them  to  retire.  We  have  compelled  two  or 
three  so  to  do,  and  we  have  sincerely  approved  of  the  conduct  of  those  who,  of 
their  own  accord,  withdrew  from  a career  for  which  they  were  unfit.  Had  we 
acted  otherwise,  we  should  have  considered  ourselves  responsible  for  the  nume- 
rous sacrifices  made  for  them  by  the  state  and  by  their  families. 

Secondly.  Poverty.  A talented  young  man,  who  loved  instruction,  was 
compelled  to  give  it  up  on  account  of  his  extreme  poverty.  Three,  who  had  been 
formerly  teachers,  after  making  many  sacrifices,  were  obliged  to  return  to  their 
families,  who  could  no  longer  do  without  them. 

Thirdly.  Sickness  compelled  four  or  five  pupils  to  interrupt,  for  this  year  at 
least,  their  course  of  study.  I should  add  that  their  diseases  bad  been  contracted 
without  the  establishment.  They  were  chiefly  organic  affections,  the  intensity  of 
which  was  increased  by  a studious  and  sedentary  life.  One  of  our  pupils,  Mr. 
Joseph  Dalcour,  succumbed  to  a pulmonary  affection,  and  his  death  was  the 
more  regretted  from  his  being  endowed  with  remarkable  talents,  and  from  his 
excellent  character. 
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It  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  teach  everything  laid  down  in  our  programme, 
owing  to  its  having  been  necessary  to  devote  much  time  to  the  inculcation  of 
arithmetic  and  the  English  and  French  languages.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  the 
study  of  these  two  languages  doubles  the  work  of  our  pupils,  who  have,  however, 
but  two  years  to  complete  their  course. 

Another  cause  which  prevented  us  from  carrying  out  our  course  fully,  was, 
that  we  were  unable  to  commence  the  teaching  of  natural  history  until  this  spring, 
and  we  very  much  regret  that  we  have  not  even  the  smallest  piece  of  ground  in 
which  to  exercise  our  pupils  in  horticulture,  until  we  shall  be  able  to  give  them 
lessons  in  agriculture. 

Some  persons  here  have  raised  doubts  concerning  the  utility  of  inculcating 
the  principles  of  these  two  branches  in  Normal  Schools  ; but  they  forget  that  good 
principles  will  always  bespread  thereby,  insensibly  if  not  rapidly,  that  the  teacher 
finds  a means  of  making  his  living  more  agreeable  and  at  the  same  time  more 
certain,  and  that  this  knowledge  will  obtain  for  him  the  esteem  of  that  class  of 
people  among  whom  he  is  destined  to  live,  and  that  in  consequence  he  will  be 
less  likely  to  be  disgusted  with  his  position. 

We  have,  however,  besides  the  branches  above-mentioned,  caused  to  be 
taught,  geography,  sacred  history,  the  history  of  Canada,  France  and  England,  the 
principles  of  literature  and  composition,  vocal  and  instrumental  music,  geometry, 
and  the  elements  of  natural  philosophy,  mechanics  and  linear  drawing.  When 
knowledge  becomes  more  extended,  and  the  pupils  admitted  into  our  establish- 
ment are  better  instructed,  we  shall  no  longer  be  compelled  to  take  up  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  first  year  in  teaching  the  elements  of  these  branches,  with  which  a 
pupil  will  be  acquainted  after  attending  a model  school  or  even  a good  elementary 
school,  and  we  shall  thus  in  reality  lengthen  our  curriculum  without  causing 
additional  expense  to  the  gouvernment  or  to  families. 

It  is  my  opinion  that  we  may  anticipate  this  happy  result,  by  becoming  gra- 
dually more  strict  as  to  the  conditions  of  qualification  for  the  admission  of  can- 
didates. For  this  purpose,  I beg  leave  to  proceed  in  this  examination  on  a new 
plan,  which  will  doubtless  obtain  your  approbation. 

For  the  scholastic  year,  which  will  commence  on  the  fifteenth  of  September, 
1859,  the  examination  for  admission  shall  take  place  in  the  beginning  of  May 
of  the  same  year.  All  who  wish  to  follow  the  course  of  the  Jacques  Cartier 
Normal  School  must  present  themselves  with  their  certificate  of  baptism  and  the 
recommendation  of  their  cure  or  minister  as  the  regulations  provide.  They  shall 
then  undergo  a written  examination. 

1st.  On  the  principal  rules  of  the  elementary  French  grammar,  as  for  instance 
that  of  I’Homond,  which  is  generally  studied — the  exercise  to  be  about  a page,  in 
order  to  leave  less  to  chance. 

2nd.  On  the  first  rules  of  arithmetic,  the  problem  given  to  be  resolved  only 
in  figures.  To  judge  of  and  classify  these  different  exercises,  a system  of 
figures  expressing  their  intrinsic  value  might  be  adopted,  as  from  10  to  0 in  the 
following  order : — 

I Very  well  f | Medium. 

® I Well  ^ I 111. 

gj- Passable  o|-Null. 

The  pupils  who  have  not  in  the  two  written  examinations  obtained  a total 
of  10  shall  not  be  admitted  to  oral  examination. 

Oral  examination  shall  consist  of : 1st.  Reading;  2nd.  The  Catechism  ; 3rd. 
Grammar ; and  4th.  Arithmetic;  which  subjects  are  required  by  the  regulations. 
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To  show  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  oral  examination,  the  above-mentioned 
system  might  be  followed,  and  as  a young  man  may  probably  be  nervous,  the  total 
of  16  only  for  the  four  subjects  would  be  required.  Those  who  did  not  obtain  this 
number,  would  be  put  back  for  another  year,  or  for  another  examination,  according 
to  circumstances. 

This  plan  will  not  diminish  the  number  of  our  pupils,  since  we  are  obliged 
to  refuse  many  applications  for  local  reasons;  ancj,  we  think  besides,  that  the 
knowledge  and  talents  of  our  pupils,  much  more  than  their  number,  will  add  to 
the  reputation  of  our  establishment. 

For  the  year  which  has  just  drawn  to  a close,  such  an  examination  would 
perhaps  have  been  very  difficult,  and  in  order  to  meet  all  requirements,  and  to  be 
as  useful  as  possible  to  several  young  men,  the  professors  have  consented  to 
undertake  a supplementary  course,  though  rearly  all  their  time  was  already  taken 
up  with  the  ordinary  course.  Thanks  to  this  devotion,  which  I cannot  sufficiently 
praise,  we  have  been  able  to  present  to  you  several  candidates  for  .the  Elementary 
School  diploma,  who  would  not  otherwise  have  obtained  it. 

If  we  confined  our  efforts  merely  to  imparting  to  our  pupils  the  greatest 
amount  of  knowledge  possible,  we  should  have  obtained  but  one  of  the  ends 
which  ought  to  actuate  the  Directors  of  a Normal  School.  Discipline  is  the  basis 
upon  which  every  institution  of  the  kind  should  be  conducted.  In  a Normal 
School  it  should  at  once  be  a probation  and  a subject  taught,  so  that  pupil-teachers 
who  shall  have  seen  its  advantages,  and  known  likewise  the  difficulty  of  enforc- 
ing it,  may  be  able  to  cause  it  to  be  observed  subsequently  in  their  schools  by 
exercising  an  inflence  combining  mildness  with  decision. 

At  all  times  we  have  endeavored  to  inculcate  those  ideas  of  cleanliness  order 
and  deconier  and  especially  that  Christian  dignity  so  necessary  to  command 
the  respect  of  children. 

I have  to  acknowledge  that  we  have  generally  met  with  good  will  and  ardour 
among  our  pupils.  Sometimes,  however,  especially  at  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
we  have  had  to  contend  with  that  negligence  and  indifierence  which  has  become 
accustomed  to  look  upon  reprimand  and  summary  punishment  as  matters  of 
course.  One  year’s  experience  has  shown  how  much  reason  there  was  to  adhere 
strictly  to  the  line  of  discipline  which  you  had  laid  down.  The  pupil  who 
behaves  in  a disorderly  manner,  receives  a private  admonition  for  the  first, 
second,  and  third  transgressions.  For  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  offence,  he  is 
reproved  before  his  conapanions.  At  the  seventh  he  is  considered  incorrigible, 
and  cannot  hope  to  be  allowed  to  remain  with  us  any  longer. 

We  have  caused  our  pupils  to  undergo  two  examinations  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  one  in  the  beginning  of  February,  and  another  in  the  month  of  June,  and 
each  was  of  three  week’s  duration.  We  examined  our  pupils  separately  on 
each  of  the  subjects  which  they  had  studied,  and  on  most  of  the  subjects  they 
underwent  two  examinations,  one  written  at  which  a whole  class  were  examined 
at  the  same  time,  and  the  other  oral.  The  latter  lasteff  generally  from  twenty 
minutes  to  half  an  hour  for  each  pupil  on  each  subject.  It  was  at  the  termination 
of  our  February  examination  that  we  gave  a supplementary  course  to  part  of  our 
second  division. 

At  this  time,  when  we  have  just  concluded  the  second  of  these  examina- 
tions, I shall  have  the  honor  of  presenting  to  you  a certain  number  of  pupils, 
are  who  are  candidates  for  a certificate  of  fitness  for  the  office  of  teacher.  Five 
entitled  to  the  Model  School  certificate,  and  ten  to  that  of  the  Elementary  School. 
If  we  add  to  these,  eight  certificates  of  the  Model  School  and  one  of  the  Element 
tary  School  awarded  at  the  end  of  the  scholastic  half  year  of  1857,  we  find  tha- 
twenty-three  teachers  have,  up  to  the  present  time,  gone  forth  from  our  school. 
All,  without  exception,  are  engaged  in,  or  purpose  to  be  engaged  in,  instruction. 
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I shall  be  compelled  at  the  same  time  to  hand  you  the  names  of  several 
pupils  who  did  not  seem  to  deserve  the  certificate.  Part  of  them  have  followed 
the  ordinary  and  supplementary  course,  and  a longer  continuance  at  the  school 
would  only  uselessly  increase  the  expenses  incurred  for  them  by  their  families 
and  the  Government.  The  remainder,  to  the  number  of  eight,  by  their  conduct 
and  application,  and  by  the  manner  in  which  they  underwent  their  examination, 
seem  to  me  to  deserve  to  be  admitted  to  a second  examination  next  year. 

Such,  Sir,  has  been  the  progress  and  the  advancement  of  the  Jacques-Cartier 
School,  during  the  past  year.  The  number  of  applications  for  admission,  which 
are  addressed  to  us  from  all  parts,  and  which  already  greatly  exceed  the  number 
of  vacancies  at  our  disposal,  are  a warrant  of  the  public  confidence  reposed  in 
us. 

My  warmest  thanks  are  due  to  those  gentlemen  who  have  united  with  us  in 
giving  a public  course,  by  which  the  youth  of  this  city  have  greatly  profited. 
Twelve  lessons  on  literature,  by  yourself ; twelve  on  general  history,  by  Mr. 
Desmazures,  of  the  Seminary  of  St.  Sulpice  ; six  on  the  art  of  instruction,  by  Mr. 
Regnaud,  assistant  professor  at  the  school ; and  six  by  myself,  on  the  history  of 
Canada,  collected  in  our  halls  numerous  audiences,  before  whom  our  pupils  were 
enabled  to  practice  public  speaking  by  reading  them. 

If  this  establishment  was  not  under  your  worthy  direction, — if  you  had  not 
watched  its  progress  with  particular  care, — I would  take  the  liberty  of  reminding 
you  of  the  zeal  and  devotion  of  the  professors.  You  have  yourself  witnessed  it. 
They  are  justly  worthy  of  the  proofs  of  good  will  and  confidence  which  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city  have  given  them,  and  the  marks  of  submission  and  respect  showm 
them  by  their  pupils,  foretel  the  gratitude  with  which  the  latter  will  always 
regard  them. 

I have  the  honor  to  6e, 

Sir, 

Your  very  obedient  servant, 

HOSPICE  VEREAU,  Ptre. 

Principal  of  the  Jdcques  Cart  ier  Normal  School . 
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To  the  Hon.  P.  J.  O.  Chauveau^  LL.D.^  Superintendent  of  Education,  SfC.  SfC.  SfC. 
Sir, — 

I have  much  satisfaction  in  reporting  the  successful  close  of  the  Session  of 
this  School  for  1857-8  on  the  15th  July  last.  The  total  number  of  teachers  in 
training  during  the  Session  has  been  70.  Of  these  32  were  resident  in  Montreal, 

37  from  various  parts  of  Lower  Canada,  and  1 from  Upper  Canada.  Six  were 
young  men,  34  young  women.  Nearly  all  devoted  themselves  with  great  assiduity 
and  success  to  the  studies  of  the  Normal  School  and  the  practice  of  teaching  in 
the  Model  School.  At  the  close  of  the  Session,  fourteen  were  found  to  be  entitled 
to  Model  School  diplomas  and  26  to  diplomas  for  Elementary  Schools,  which 
were  conferred  upon  them  by  yourself  at  the  closing  meeting  of  the  Session.  Of 
the  others,  eight  have  been  promoted  to  the  Senior  Class  as  fitted  to  enter  upon 
the  studies  for  the  Model  School  diploma  in  next  Session.  Nine  Jeft  the  School  ' 
d uring  the  Session,  owing  to  illness,  the  removal  of  their  families  from  the  province 
or  unfitness  for  the  work  of  the  School ; three  or  four  of  those  who  remained  till  1 
the  close  of  the  Session,  have  been  advised  by  me  to  abandon  the  intention  of  || 
being  teachers,  and  the  remainder,  we  hope,  will  return  to  renew  their  studies  a 
next  Session  for  the  elementary  diploma.  i 

The  large  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at  the  Model  Schools  has  rendered  t 
it  necessary  to  devote  the  balance  of  the  building  fund  and  of  the  Model  School  i 
fees  to  the  erection  of  an  additional  School  building  for  the  accommodation  of  the  i 
junior  pupils.  This  will  also  enable  us  to  exhibit  in  connection  with  the  School  fi 
the  best  methods  of  primary  School  instruction.  ; 

In  connection  with  this  subject  I may  mention  that  we  labor  under  a great  tj 
deficiency  of  books  in  our  library,  and  that  the  means  by  which  I had  hoped  to  c 
increase  the  library,  will  be  absorbed  in  the  new  Primary  department.  Any  j 
further  aid  therefore,  which  would  enable  us  to  improve  this  part  of  our  means  of  I 
education  would  be  very  acceptable.  [ 

In  arranging  the  course  of  studies  for  next  Session,  I have,  with  the  aid  of  the 
Professors  and  Model  School  teachers,  endeavoured  to  bring  the  experience  of  the 
two  last  Sessions  to  bear  on  the  improvement,  as  far  as  possible,  of  the  course  of  i 
instruction,  and  we  trust  that  it  is  now  of  such  a character  as  to  compare  favorably  j 
with  that  of  any  similar  institution.  j 

In  conclusion,  I regard  the  School  as  eminently  successful  in  its  attendance  j 
and  the  character  and  qualifications  of  the  teachers  it  has  sent  forth.  It  now  only  1 
remains  to  be  ascertained  if  the  public  will  give  to  these  trained  and  competent  3 
teachers  adequate  support  and  encouragement.  I trust  that  by  the  divine  blessing 
on  our  efforts,  this  end  also  may  be  obtained  and  that  a great  and  healthful 
impulse  will  be  given  by  this  and  the  other  Normal  Schools  to  the  cause  of  Edu- 
cation in  this  Province. 

I have  the  honor  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  W.  DAWSON, 

Principal. 


u 
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BBPORT  OF  THE  PRINCIPAL  OF  THE  LAVAL  NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

To  the  Hon.  P.  J.  O.  Chcmveau.^  Superintendent  of  Schools, 

Quebec^  16  July^  1858. 

Sir  : 

I have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  herewith,  my  report  on  the  working 
of  the  Laval  Normal  School,  the  direction  of  which  is  confided  to  me  asPrincipal, 
since  the  1st  May  last. 

I remain.  Sir,  with  most  distinguished  consideration. 

Your  very  humble  and  obedient  servant, 

JEAN  LANGEVIN,  Ptre, 

Principal  of  Laval  Normal  School. 

The  Laval  Normal  School,  established  by  the  Act  14  and  15  Viet,  ch.  97, 
was  inaugurated  on  the  12lh  May,  1857.  It  is  divided  into  two  principal  depart- 
ments, that  of  the  male  and  that  of  the  female  pupil  teachers.  The  first  was 
opened  on  the  15th  May,  the  second  on  the  15th  September  of  the  same  year. 
One,  therefore,  has  been  in  action  but  twelve  months  and  the  other  ten.  However, 
I have  to  say  in  praise  of  the  professors,  and  particularly  of  ray  predecessor,  Mr. 
Horan,  now  Bishop  of  Kingston,  that  the  establishment  has  had  very  notable  suc- 
cess, even  in  so  short  a time,  in  respect  of  the  number  of  pupils  and  their  pro- 
gress in  study,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  following  details  : — 

I.  Department  of  the  Male  Pupil  Teachers. 

On  the  15th  May,  1857,  the  day  of  the  opening  of  the  classes,  seventeen 
pupils,  all  boarders,  began  their  normal  course  ; two  more  shortly  after  joined 
them,  so  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  vacation,  the  school  contained  nineteen 
pupils.  At  that  date,  four  left;  but  to  make  up  for  this,  sixteen  new  pupils,  one 
of  them  a day  scholar,  came  when  the  class  again  met,  on  the  15th  of  September, 
and,  with  the  fifteen  who  remained,  gave  a total  of  thirty-one.  During  the  year, 
four  left,  and  one  entered.  We  thus  end  the  year  with  twenty-eight  pupil  masters. 

They  are  in  two  divisions  : the  most  forward,  or  the  first,  contains  sixteen 
pupils  ; the  least  advanced,  or  the  second,  twelve.  The  former  includes  more 
pupils  of  superior  talent  than  the  latter ; but  theirapplication  has  been  equal,  and 
great  efforts  have  been  made  by  both.  Most  of  them  were  not  in  very  good  circum- 
stances ; several  had  previously  been  teachers  ; and  some  were  fathers  of  families, 
who  must  have  made  considerable  sacrifices  to  come  and  pass  a year  at  the  Nor- 
mal School. 

The  pupils  are  subjected  in  the  house  to  rules  which  have  been  generally 
well  observed.  My  predecessor,  as  well  as  the  schoolmaster,  Mr.  Damase  Matte, 
ecclesiastic,  and  myself,  have  found  nearly  all  of  them  constantly  docile,  while 
the  professors  have  remarked  among  them  much  good  will  and  attention.  I felt 
bound  to  bear  witness  of  this  publicly  at  the  examination  which  they  have  just 
undergone. 


\st.  First  Division. 

The  pupils  of  the  divisions  have  studied,  under  Professor  de  Fenouillet,  the 
whole  of  the  French  Grammar,  including  even  the  most  difficult  parts,  and  gram- 
matical and  logical  analysis.  The  comments  and  explanations  given  by  the 
professor  were  applied  and  made  more  clear  by  frequent  dictation  and  nume- 
rous exercises,  taken  nearly  always  from  the  best  authors,  which,  at  the  same 
time,  improved  the  orthography  and  the  style  of  the  pupils. 
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The  same  professor  also  gave  them  some  elementary  lessons  in  literature,  to 
which  was  added  some  short  account  of  mythology.  He  exercised  them  a little 
in  some  easy  compositions,  and  took  pains  to  inculcate  good  literary  unste,  by 
pointing  out  to  them  the  beauties  which  were  to  be  met  with  in  well  chosen 


reading. 


What  they  have  been  able  to  learn  of  history,  was,  of  necessity,  this  year, 
confined  to  Sacred  History  and  the  History  of  Canada  to  the  conquest. 

Professor  Toussaint  taught  the  them  geography  of  America  and  Europe  more 
especially,  arithmetic  very  fully,  bookkeeping  by  double  entry,  algebra,  and  the 
elements  of  geometry  and  trigometry.  He  also  taught  them  the  use  of  the  terres- 
trial globe. 


2nd.  Second  Division. 


Several  pupils  of  this  division  having  been  admitted  without  having  previ- 
ously received  much  instruction,  inevitably  retarded  the  progress  of  their  fellow 
students.  Nevertheless,  Mr.  de  Fenouillet  succeeded  in  imparting  to  them  the 
greater  part  of  the  French  History,  and  Mr.  Toussaint  taught  them  the  whole  of 
arithmetic,  bookkeeping  by  single  entry,  and  the  geography  of  America  and 
Europe. 

3rd.  Both  Divisions  united. 


All  the  pupils,  united  into  one  class,  have  received  lessons  in  botany,  from 
Rev.  Mr.  Ferland,  Professor  of  Laval  University  ; lessons  in  linear  and  perspec- 
tive drawing,  from  Mr.  Lecourt,  architect  and  civil  engineer ; and  the  principles 
of  the  art  of  teaching,  from  Mr.  Toussaint.  Together,  they  studied  vocal  and 
instrumental  music,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Tuoie,  a young  Irish  musician, 
during  the  absence  of  Mr.  Ernest  Gagnon,  who  has  gone  to  complete  his  musical 
studies  at  Paris. 

For  my  part,  following  the  example  of  Mgr.  Horan,  I have  commenced  a 
course  of  religious  instruction  twice  a week,  using  Guillois’  excellent  summary 
of  the  catechism.  I also  taught  them  English  every  day,  and  a tolerabiy  nume- 
rous first  division  have  been  through  the  whole  of  Murray’s  small  grammar,  and 
are  capable  of  translating  English  into  French  with  tolerable  correctness,  and  even 
vice  versd^  whilst  a second  division  was  taught  English  reading  and  the  vocabu- 
lary. To  both  divisions  I imparted  the  elementary  principles  of  natural  philo- 
sophy ; some  of  the  answers  in  which  subjects,  given  at  the  examination  and 
exemplified  byexperiments,  seemed  to  afford  much  pleasure  to  the  spectators. 

These  exercises  were  intermixed  with  recitations  in  prose  and  poetry,  and  in 
French  and  English,  by  several  of  the  pupils,  with  great  success 

A numerous  and  enlightened  audience  assisted  at  the  examination,  which 
lasted  all  yesterday,  15th  July.  Mgr.  Baillargeon,  administrator  of  the  diocese, 
who  had  arrived  only  the  previous  evening  from  a long  and  fatiguing  pastoral 
visit  to  the  Lower  St.  Lawrence  and  the  Bay  of  Chaleurs,  was  good  enough  to 
preside  at  it  himself,  and  his  condescension  was  warmly  felt  by  the  pupils  and 
their  teachers.  He  expressed  himself  satisfied  with  the  progress,  addressed  words 
of  encouragement  to  all,  and  gave  paternal  advice  to  those  pupils  to  whom  he  had 
just  distributed  the  diplomas,  which  you  had  been  pleased  to  award  them. 
Nine  received  certificates  for  Model  Schools,  and  three  for  Elementary  Schools. 
They  had  undergone  some  days  previous  a private  and  very  severe  examination. 

I must  not  forget  to  mention  a speech  made  by  Mr.  de  Fenouillet.  This 
erudite  and  talented  professor  described,  in  a few  well  chosen  words,  the  labours 
undertaken  and  executed  at  the  Laval  Normal  School  from  its  foundation.  He 
rendered  a just  tribute  to  the  merit  of  the  former  Principal,  alluded  to  the  difficul- 
ties which  have  been  overcome,  and  concluded  by  enumerating  what  hopes  we 
may  legitimately  cherish  for  the  future. 


K 
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II.  Department  of  the  Female  Pupil  Teachers. 

It  was  not  in  our  power  to  open  this  department  until  the  15th  September 
last.  The  boarders  are  under  the  wise  and  intelligent  direction  of  the  ladies  of 
the  Ursuline  Convent.  There  were  about  40  pupils.  These  were  reduced  to  35 
at  the  end  of  the  scholastic  year.  These  pupils  were  also  divided  into  two  divi- 
sions ; the  first  consisted  of  12,  the  second  of  23  pupils. 

1st.  First  Division. 

This  division  was  certainly  composed  of  the  most  talented  and  intelligent 
pupils  in  the  whole  of  our  institution.  They  have  made  perfectly  astonishing 
progress,  especially  in  grammar  and  arithmetic.  Under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Fenouillet,  they  have  studied  the  whole  of  the  French  grammar,  with  gram- 
matical and  logical  analysis,  the  History  of  Canada  to  the  conquest, 
and  the  elements  of  literature.  Under  Mr.  Toussaint,  they  have  sturl’ed 
European  and  American  geography  and  arithmetic.  Several  have  also  succeeded 
very  well  in  drawing  geographical  maps.  With  their  excellent  directresses,  they 
have  applied  themselves  to  the  study  of  English  and  penmanship,  drawing,  and 
music,  and  particularly  of  religion.  I myself  gave  them  some  lessons  on  religi- 
ous instruction  and  the  art  of  teaching. 

2nd.  Second  Division. 

Although  hardly  so  talented  or  so  advanced  in  proportion,  this  second  divi- 
sion has,  nevertheless,  made  considerable  progress.  They  have,  with  the  same 
professors,  studied  French  grammar,  and  grammatical  analysis  ; the  geography  of 
America  and  arithmetic.  Under  the  direction  of  the  Ursuline  ladies,  they  have 
learned  the  same  subjects  of  the  first  division,  but  with  various  success. 

3rd.  Both  Divisions  Re-united. 

Besides  the  strict  examination  to  which  the  eight  pupils  who  received  certi- 
ficates for  Elementary  schools  were  subjected,  all  underwent  a public  exami- 
nation, the  day  before  yesterday,  with  great  success.  A considerable  number  of 
members  of  the  clergy  and  other  friends  of  education  were  present.  The  ordinary 
dullness  of  the  proceedings  was  relieved  by  the  execution  of  pieces  of  music  and 
singing,  recitation  of  several  F-rench  and  English  pieces,  and,  above  all,  by  the 
representation  of  an  interesting  and  Christian  drama, — “ The  Martyrdom  of  St. 
Catherine?''  As  president,  I addressed  some  words  of  advice  and  encouragement 
to  the  pupils  to  whom  I had  just  distributed  certificates  and  prizes  ; and  I thought  it 
my  duty  to  acknowledge  publicly  the  generous  devotion  with  which  the  Ursuline 
ladies  have  accepted  the  important  and  delicate  mission  of  assisting  to  educate 
good  secular  female  teachers  for  our  cities  and  country  districts. 

The  female  class  have  throughout  the  year,  rivalled  the  male  pupil  teachers 
in  zeal,  application  and  docility,  as  they  will  I hope  hereafter  rival  them  in 
assiduity  and  success,  when  imparting  to  the  youth  of  the  country  a solid  and 
religious  education. 

I now  pass  to  the  two  schools  annexed  to  our  Normal  School. 

III.  Model  School  for  Boys. 

One  hundred  and  eleven  children  have  attended  this  school  in  the  course  of  the 
year.  Several  causes  have  retarded  their  progress,  especially  in  the  French  lan- 
guage ; but  I have  every  reason  to  hope  that  more  satisfactory  results  will  follow 
our  efforts  with  regard  to  this  school  after  another  year.  Nevertheless  these  chil- 
dren made  a very  creditable  figure  at  the  examination  which  took  place  on  the 
10th  of  this  month.  It  consisted  in  the  French  portion,  of  reading,  grammar,  arith- 
metic, and  sacred  history ; in  the  English,  of  writing,  grammar,  translation,  arith- 


metic,  algebra,  mensuration,  geography,  use  of  the  globes,  and  history.  Some  of 
the  pupils  recited  French  fables,  and  some  pieces  of  poetry  in  English.  They 
also  represented  with  success  an  English  drama, — “ The  Juvenile  TriaV^ 

I have  great  reason  to  praise  the  good  will  of  the  two  teachers,  Messrs.  Juneau 
and  Doyle.  They  were  assisted  for  two  hours  every  day  by  the  pupil-teachers, 
who  were  thus  exercised  in  the  manageriient  of  a school. 


IV.  Model  School  for  Girls. 

This  school  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Ursuline  ladies.  It  contained  this 
year  61  children  in  the  French  class  and  104  in  the  English.  I caused  them  to 
undergo  an  examination  this  day  in  the  presence  of  the  ladies  of  the  convent  and 
their  chaplain,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Lemoine,  and  distributed  prizes  to  them.  They  were 
examined  in  reading,  grammar,  sacred  history,  arithmetic  and  geography  in  both 
languages. 

It  is  my  intention  to  strive  to  improve  this  division  of  our  school  in  a similar 
manner  this  year. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 


At  the  end  of  the  year 
tution  was  as  follows  : 


the  number  of  pupils  in  each  division  of  the  insti 


Normal  School 


Model  School 


From  the  beginning. 
Normal  School 


Model  School 


( Male  pupil  teachers *. 

^ Female  pupil  teachers  . . . . 

63 

5 Boys 

1 Girls 

. ..159 

252 

Grand 

total 

that  is  to  say,  from  15th  May, 

1857. 

{ Male  pupil  teachers 

1 Female  pupil  teachers  . , . . 

76 

y Boys 

1 Girls 

...165 

' 

276 

Grand 

total 

Out  of  this  large  number  of  pupils,  there  has  been  but  one  death  to  deplore, 
that  of  Miss  Eliza  Letourneau,  a female  pupil  teaeher  and  an  excellent  subject, 
who  died  at  her  own  home. 

With  regard  to  the  professors,  I feel  bound  to  testify  to  the  zeal  and  devoted- 
ness with  which  Messrs.  Touissaint  and  Fenouillet  have  applied  themselves  to 
leaching  their  respective  branches.  I am  happy  to  follow  Mgr.  Horan  in  giving 
this  testimony  in  their  behalf. 

1 make  no  remarks  as  to  the  malerial  of  the  house  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  class-rooms  are  furnished.  The  whole  of  the  arrangements  were  made  by 
that  worthy  prelate,  which  is  a sufficient  guarantee  for  their  fitness  in  every  res- 
pect. The  site  of  the  Normal  School  building,  formerly  the  residence  of  the 
Governor  General,  is  one  of  the  finest  of  the  many  magnificent  sites  in  Quebec. 
It  is  therefore  exceedingly  well  adapted  as  an  agreeable  and  healthy  residence  lor 
the  young  persons  this  establishment. 


145 


In  concluding  this  report,  I take  the  liberty  of  offering  a few  brief  sugges- 
tions, perfectly  in  keeping  with  your  views. 

1st.  Would  it  not  be  advisable  to  grant  some  special  privilege  to  holders  of 
Normal  School  certificates,  in  order  to  protect  them  against  competition  on  the 
part  of  utterly  incompetent  male  and  female  teachers  who  are  not  holders  of 
plomas,  and  who  seek  engagements  at  lower  rates  of  remuneration  ? 

2nd.  Would  it  not  have  been  advantageous,  in  order  to  promote  the  interest 
of  the  said  pupils,  to  fix  a minimvm  rate  of  salary  for  male  or  female  teachers,  a 
least  as  regards  the  Model  Schools  and  Academies? 

3rd.  Is  not  the  Laval  Normal  School  justly  entitled  to  a larger  share  of  the 
allotment  granted  to  the  Normal  Schools  of  Lower  Canada,  in  consideration  of 
its  double  boarding-house  and  double  Model  School,  and  would  it  not  be  just  that 
this  more  ecpiitable  distributions  of  the  public  monies  should  take  effect  at  least 
from  the  dale  of  the  opening  of  the  classes,  15th  May,  1857  ? This  would  not  be 
a favour;  it  would  be  an  act  of  simple  justice. 

In  conclusion.  Sir,  I rejoice  cordially  with  you  upon  the  result  of  your  gene- 
rous and  persevering  efforts  for  the  establishment  of  Normal  Schools  in  Lower 
Canada.  Their  success  is  now  a matter  of  certainty.  The  fears  entertained  by 
loo  many  in  this  respect  must  be  completely  dissipated.  Now  that  this  attempt 
has  been  brought  to  a successful  issue,  the  necessity  which  existed  for  such  an 
institution  is  generally  felt  and  understood,  as  well  as  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  these  nurseries  for  male  and  female  teachers. 

A time  of  trial,  a clerkship  was  necessary  in  order  to  become  an  advocate,  a 
notary,  a doctor,  or  a surveyor ; stranger  still,  serving  an  apprenticeship,  was 
considered  indispensible  for  masons,  joiners,  blacksmiths,  or  workmen  of  any 
kind.  And,  strange  to  say,  it  was  thought  to  be  quite  natural,  as  regards  the  im- 
portant and  difficult  avocation  of  teaching,  that  young  men  and  young  women 
should  enter  upon  it  without  previous  study  or  preparation  and  without  any  rule 
or  the  knowledge  of  any  method  whatsoever!  But  thanks  to  the  wisdom  of  the 
Legislature,  and  thanks  especially  to  your  intelligence  and  perseverance  in  lead- 
ing the  way,  this  state  of  things  no  longer  exists.  Henceforward  our  Normal 
Schools  will  send  out  every  year  male  and  female  teachers,  trained  by  a continu- 
ous course  of  serious,  and  more  important  still,  of  special  studies  for  the  laborious 
duties  of  teaching ; and  the  abundant  and  precious  fruits  which  the  country  is 
destined  soon  to  reap,  will  cause  you  to  be  ever  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  sin- 
cere and  enlightened  friends  of  sound  and  solid  education. 

JEAN  LANGEVIN, 

Priest,  Principal  of  the  Laval  Normal  School. 

Quebec,  26th  July,  1858. 
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APPENDIX  D. 


EXTRACTS  EROM  THE  REPORTS 

OB'  THl 

SCHOOL  IHSPEOTORS. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  REPORTS 


OF  THE 

SCHOOL  INSPECTORS,' 

FOR  THE  YE^R  1857. 


Extract  from  a Report  of  Mr.  Inspector  Martin. 


Several  Boavils  have  at  last  taken  proper  steps  to  insure  the  success  of  the 
schools.  The  commissioners  for  the  municipalities  of  Chicoutimi,  and  Laterriere 
as  well  as  the  majority  of  the  rate-payers,  became  convinced  that  the  only  means  of 
obtaining  the  funds  necessary  fori  he  maintenance  of  the  schools  was  by  levying  the 
rates  as  imposed  by  law  upon  the  assessed  value  of  real  property  ; and  in  pursu- 
ance of  this  conviction  they  took  the  necessary  steps  in  order  to  attain  the  end  in 
view.  As  a consequence  of  this  new  mode  of  proceeding,  I am  now  enabled  to 
inform  you  that  in  the  couniy  of  Chicoutimi,  where  we  had  but  one  very  middling 
school,  we  have  managed  to  make  sure  of  four  good  schools,  two  of  which  have 
been  open  for  some  days,  one  ofihern  being  a Model  School.  We  are  in  hopes  of 
being  able  to  establish  one  in  every  section,  provided  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
procuring  competent  teachers  can  be  surmounted. 

Although  matters  have  not  progressed  so  far  as  to  enable  me  to  submit  a 
much  more  satisfactory  table  than  that  which  accompanied  my  first  report,  I can 
at  least  announce  a real  and  satisfactory  change  as  regards  the  future,  at  least 
with  reference  to  some  of  the  parishes  confided  to  my  care,  in  which  the  means  of 
attracting  the  attention  of  the  people  seems  to  be  better  understood. 

The  municipality  of  St.  Joseph  is  poor,  and  there  is  but  little  zeal.  The 
election  of  new  commissioners  has  been  neglected,  and  up  to  the  present  time, 
apparently,  there  have  been  no  steps  taken  for  the  establishment  of  a single  school, 
although  1 have  urged  the  matter  upon  the  fathers  of  families.  However,  I enter- 
tain the  hope  of  being  enabled  to  revive  the  zeal  of  this  locality  with  the  assistance 
of  a new  board  of  commissioners. 

In  Hebertville  application  has  been  made  to  the  Board  of  Education  for  an 
alteration  of  the  limits  of  the  municipality,  and  for  the  appointment  by  His  Excel- 
lency of  five  commissioners. 

In  pursuance  of  the  order  emanating  from  your  board,  concerning  the  Ta- 
dousac  Schools,  I communicated  with  the  commissioners  in  that  locality  ; but  I 
regret  to  state  that  the  reply  was  only  calculated  to  confirm  the  existence  of  a 
determination  to  do  nothing  in  behalf  of  the  schools. 

I have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  the  existence  of  a free  school  at  Grand 
Bale.  It  has  been  established,  at  his  own  expense,  by  Mr.  Blair,  the  agent  of  the 
house  of  Price.  I visited  the  establishment,  at  Mr.  Blair’s  invitation,  ana  was  much 
gratified  at  the  sight  of  some  twenty  children,  one  half  of  whom  were  competent 
to  figure  with  credit  in  an  academy. 

I acknowledge  with  regret,  that  from  the  time  when  I entered  upon  my  duties 
up  to  a still  recent  period,  the  schools  remained  in  a deplorable  state  of  neglect, 
owing  to  the  apathy  of  parents  in  some  places  and  to  the  prevalence  of  sickness 


among  chihlren  during  the  winter.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  latter  obstacle  will 


not  be  a permanent  one,  and,  as  regards  the  former,  I can  slate  that  a favorable 
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change  is  being  operated  in  the  minds  of  the  people.  I consider  this  a fitting 
opportunity  to  acknowledge  the  zeal  of  the  worthy  parish  priests,  the  authors  of 
all  the  good  that  is  being  accomplished,  and  without  whom  nothing  would  be 
done. 

There  has  been  more  zeal  displayed  in  Chicoutimi  than  in  any  of  the  other 
school  municipalities  under  my  control.  Tne  municipality  of  Laterriere  is  also 
moving  on  in  the  right  direction,  with  the  encouragement  of  the  zealous  and 
intelligent  priest,  Mr.  Casgrain 

These  two  municipalities  adopted  without  hesitation  the  compulsory  assess- 
ment system,  and  this  circumstance  leads  us  to  hope  that  the  clause  relating  to 
poor  municipalities  will  soon  cease  to  be  taken  advalftage  of. 

The  municipality  of  Bagot  is  not  prepared  as  yet  for  the  adoption  of  this 
system.  The  people  have  decided  to  continue  the  uncertain  system  of  voluntary 
contributions.  I am,  therefore,  far  from  sanguine  as  regards  this  locality,  as  the 
commissioners  will  be  unprovided  with  the  funds  necessary  to  secure  compe- 
competent  teachers. 

In  the  municipality  of  Bagotville,  although  it  has  been  decided  that  the  sys- 
tem of  voluntary  contributions  shall  be  continued  for  the  present  year,  there  is  much 
more  reason  to  hope  for  success,  as  they  have  been  enabled  to  retain  an  excellent 
teacher  holding  a model  school  diploma. 

In  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  several  young  persons  in  Bagotville,  who 
are  very  anxious  to  be  instructed,  the  teacher  has  just  opened  a special  class  for 
the  benefit  of  those  who  cannot  attend  during  the  regular  class  hours. 

You,  Sir,  will  appreciate  the  very  great  difficulties  to  be  met  with  in  this 
extensive  district,  the  population  being  scattered  over  a vast  extent  of  territory, 
and  being  also  poor  and  exposed  to  all  kinds  of  accidents.  There  is,  however, 
one  consoling  fact,  which  is  the  great  increase  in  the  number  of  children  attending 
our  schools.  Last  year  there  were  only  two  hundred  an J thirty-four ; this  year 
the  numbers  reach  five  hundred  and  fifteen. 

The  very  unusual  circumstances  attending  the  performance  of  my  duties, 
obliged  me  to  acquire,  by  close  study,  an  acquaintance  with  the  real  feelings  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Chicoutimi,  as  regards  the  education  of  their  children,  which  it 
was  absolutely  necessary  that  I should  possess  before  proceeding  to  devise  a sys- 
tem calculated  for  practical  application  ; and  I am  convinced  that  they  are,  gene- 
rally speaking,  sufficiently  well  disposed  to  justify  the  hope  of  success  ; but  there 
were  obstacles  of  more  than  one  kind  to  overcome,  and  of  these  an  aFmost  universal 
poverty  was  the  chief.  If  to  this  be  added  the  indifference  which  with  a great 
many  had  become  a matter  of  habit,  together  with  the  prejudices  entertained  by 
a few  ill-advised  persons,  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  magnitude  of  the  difficul- 
ties to  be  overcome. 

In  order  to  remove  these  impediments  and  to  create  a taste  for  sound  educa- 
tion, and  to  awaken  an  interest  among  parents,  I made  it  my  duty  to  resort  to 
-every  possible  expedient,  making  use  of  persuasion  or  remonstrance,  as  the  cir- 
cumstances required,  even  at  the  risk  in  some  cases  of  giving  offence.  I 
am  happy  to  inform  you  that,  generally  speaking,  there  is  no  longer  any  obstacle 
as  regards  the  ffelings  of  the  people;  poverty  is  now  the  great  difficulty,  and 
many  sections  have  been  prevented  thereby  from  obtaining  Schools.  It  must  be 
admitted,  however,  that  the  increase  in  the  number  of  children  attending  the 
schools,  is,  at  least,  an  indication  of  success. 

Extract  from  another  Report  of  Mr.  Inspector  Martin. 

It  was  by  urging  the  matter  upon  families  and  especially  upon  the  School 
Commissioners,  who  in  general  gave  me  a prompt  concurrence,  that  1 was  en. 
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abled  to  labour  with  any  success.  The  difficulties  of  communication  in  some 
localities  called  for  a great  display  of  energy  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants. 

Amongst  all  the  School  municipalities  under  my  control,  Chicoutimi  has 
been  the  most  faithful  to  its  obligations.  Great  success  has  resulted  from  the 
zeal  there  displayed,  and  I am  happy  to  recommend  this  municipality, being  con- 
vinced that  any  assistance  which  may  be  granted  it  will,  undoubtedly,  conduce 
to  the  advancement  of  the  children  attending  its  schools. 

The  municipality  of  Bagot  rejects  the  assessment  system,  and  has  only  two 
middling  elementary  schools.  I think  this  municipality  does  not  furnish  a sum 
equal  to  the  share  of  the  Legislative  grant  which  it  receives. 

In  Bagotville,  notwithstanding  the  system  of  voluntary  contributions  is  still 
adhered  to,  some  progress  has  been  made  and  an  excellent  model  school  is  sup- 
ported, at  a cost  of  sixty  pounds,  together  with  two  elementary  schools. 

In  Laterriere  steps  have  been  taken  to  establish  taxation,  and  ihree  element- 
ary schools  are  supported,  but  the  small  sum  of  twelve  pounds  sixteen  shillings 
and  five  pence,  which  this  locality  receives  as  its  share  of  the  grant,  is  scarcely 
sufficient  to  enable  it  to  make  any  progress.  The  population,  which  is  the  poor- 
est of  all,  would  require  five  or  six  schools. 

The  municipality  of  St.  Joseph  having  but  lately  obtained  a Board  of  Com- 
missioners, has  been  unable  to  secure  teachers,  and  on  this  account  matters  have 
remained  in  a state  of  inactivity. 

I wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  powers  granted  to  the  inspectors.  . Per- 
suasion being  the  only  weapon  with  which  these  officers  are  armed,  they  must 
submit  in  many  cases  to  see  their  recommendations  neglected  if  not  despised, 
and,  under  such  circumstances,  the  success  of  the  most  competent  and  the  most 
zealous  will  be  found  only  on  a par  with  that  of  the  least  competent  inspectors. 
The  office  of  inspector,  if  w^ell  filled,  is  certainly  calculated  to  do  much  good  ; he 
would  only  require,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  power  to  do  good,  unfettered 
by  the  caprices  and  unwillingness  displayed  occasionally  by  Commissioners  who 
are  not  sufficiently  enlightened  to  understand  the  whole  extent  of  their  obliga- 
tions. 

Extract  from  the  Report  of  Mr.  Inspector  Crepault. 

It  is  admitted  by  all,  that  since  the  establishment  of  the  compulsory  system 
^ in  Canada,  education  has,  relatively  speaking,  made  a great  step  in  advance  ; 
under  the  mere  voluntary  system,  the  light  would  never  have  penetrated  amongst 
the  masses  ; the  inestimable  benefits  of  education  would  have  remained  forever 
unknown  except  to  a small  number  of  privileged  persons. 

There  has  been  a great  outcry,  perhaps  it  is  still  to  be  heard  in  some  places  ; 
but  it  is  certain  that  all  murmurs  and  complaints  will  vanish  with  the  growing 
up  of  the  generation  now  on  the  benches  of  our  schools,  and  which  will  soon  be 
old  enough  to  reap  the  precious  fruits  of  the  knowledge  now  being  acquired.  It 
is  destined  to  give  the  death  blow  to  apathy  and  to  the  still  existing  prejudices 
against  education.  Indeed,  I am  happy  to  inform  you  that  in  many  localities 
these  prejudices  are  by  no  means  deeply  rooted.  In  some  places  where  the  tax 
or  assessment  was  a bugbear  to  the  people,  they  have  become  so  much  accustomed 
to  it  that  they  now  pay  it  without  a murmur  ; they  no  longer  dread  its  approach  ; 
it  is  in  fact  a sort  of  pleasure  to  some  persons  to  pay  it,  and  I should  not  be 
surprised  if,  with  the  help  of  God,  the  system  were  soon  to  meet  on  all  sides  none 
but  devoted  friends.  This  happy  change  has  been  brought  about  solely  by 
persuasion  and  experience  ; the  people  were  soon  convinced  that  the  sacrifices  to 
be  made  under  taxation  were  nothing  in  comparison  with  the  benefits  to  be 
derived  therefrom  ; that  ihe  profit  was  infinitely  greater  in  this  than  in  any  of  the 
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other  transactions  of  life,  in  which  a far  greater  outlay  generally  produces  a much 
smaller  return.  This  argument  will  have  more  weight  as  education  progresses, 
and  discontent  will  gradually  disappear. 

It  was  then  by  the  cornpulsary  system  alone,  as  all  will  admit,  that  education 
could  be,  as  it  were,  enthroned  in  our  midst. 

I am  not  the  first  to  remark,  that  the  course  of  studies  followed  in  the  rural 
districts  does  not  meet  the  wants  of  the  masses.  I consider  that  those  persons 
who  entertain  a contrary  opinion  are  either  enthusiasts  who  are  too  easily  pleased, 
or  persons  who  have  not  the  advantage  of  knowing  what  takes  place  in  a great 
many  of  the  school  municipalities.  It  is  true,  as  I said  before,  that  education 
has  made  a comparatively  satisfactory  progress  ; but  it  would  be  a great  mistake 
to  fancy  that  under  the  present  method  of  instruction  children  acquire  a sufficient 
fund  of  real  knowledge  to  enable  them  at  a later  period  to  rank  as  citizens  useful 
to  their  families  and  to  the  country.  We  must  not  be  deceived  by  the  books 
piled  on  the  teacher’s  table  or  carried  under  the  arms  of  the  children.  It  often 
happens  that  they  do  not  carry  one  of  them  in  their  head.  Here  as  elsewhere, 
quackery  may  be  playing  its  mischievous  part  to  which  it  would  be  time  to  put 
a stop. 

The  course  of  studies  in  the  country  is  very  limited,  especially  for  boys  ; as 
soon  as  a child  has  required  a little  bodily  strength,  there  is  no  dearth  of  work 
requiring  his  presence  at  home  and  compelling  his  parents  to  interrupt,  and  in 
many  cases  to  break  off  for  ever,  all  his  connection  with  the  schools.  The  child 
can  therefore  devote  but  a very  short  period  to  study.  The  most  essential  and 
the  most  strictly  useful  acquirements  on  the  teacher’s  list  should  therefore  be  im- 
parted to  him  without  delay.  This  is  not  always  the  case.  The  child’s  memory 
is  overloaded  with  matters  of  very  secondary  importance,  which,  besides,  are 
quickly  forgotten  for  want  of  constant  and  uninterrupted  study  ; so  that  a new 
beginning  is  almost  continually  required. 

Parents  are  also  strongly  deterred  by  the  increased  expenditure  for  an  unne- 
cessarily large  number  of  books.  It  would  be  better  to  have  a smaller  number  of 
books  adapted  to  the  more  pressing  wants  of  the  pupils,  as  a classical  course  is 
not  required  in  the  rural  districts,  but  a practical  education.  Writing,  French, 
English  and  Arithmetic,  are  essential  and  indispensable  acquirements,  whatever 
career  the  child  may  select  hereafter  ; and  yet  I have  remarked  that  many  of  the 
teachers  neglect  these  branches  in  order  to  devote  a portion  of  their  time  to  teach- 
ing sciences  of  very  secondary  necessity. 

Is  it  not  to  be  deplored  that  amongst  the  school  books  there  is  not  a single 
pamphlet,  a single  page,  on  the  subject  of  agriculture  ? And  this  for  children 
who  are  nearly  all,  destrined  to  become  farmers  *;  I cite  this  want  merely  that  it 
may  be  borne  in  mind  ; others  have  remarked  upon  it  long  before  me.  A small 
catechism  on  agriculture  would  certainly  be  one  of  the  most  valuable  books  which 
it  would  be  possible  to  place  in  the  hands  of  the  pupils. 

There  exists  another  and  a no  less  grievous  want,  the  evil  effects  of  which 
are  with  us  a matter  of  every  day  experience  : it  consists  in  a total  want  of  in- 
struction in  matters  civil,  political,  rural,  &c.  Does  the  child  attending  school 
receive  the  slightest  insight  into  these  matters  ? No  : he  will  grow  up  in  com- 
plete, profound  ignorance  of  his  rights,  privileges  and  obligations  as  a citizen  ; 
in  transacting  the  most  ordinary  public  business  he  will  be  embarrassed,  will  grope 
in  the  dark  and  go  astray,  becoming  almost  inevitably  the  dupe  of  a crowd  of 
speculators  of  all  ranks  and  kinds. 

The  course  of  studies  pursued  in  the  country  will  remain  insufficient  so  long 
as  these  two  gaps  are  not  filled  up  ; until  then  the  children  will  acquire  but  one 
half  the  knowledge  requisite  for  a good  citizen;  until  then  there  will  be  no 
marked  improvement,  morally,  or  materially  speaking,  in  the  heart  of  families,  of 
society,  of  the  country. 
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A word  now  as  1o  the  causes  which  retard  the  progress  of  education. 

One  of  the  principal,  in  many  localities,  is  the  ignorance  of  the  commission- 
ers, united  as  it  is  in  many  cases  to  a profound  antipathy  lor  every  thing  relating 
to  education  ; an  antipathy  which  is  continually  nourished  and  fostered  by  the 
extinguishers  {eteignoirs)  ; for  we  should  greatly  deceive  ourselves  if  we  fancied 
that  the  country  is  entirely  rid  of  the  extinguishers.  We  are  perhaps  indebted  to 
their  influence  for  the  still  existing  prejudices  against  public  instruction.  Th:^y 
;may  differ  as  to  the  means  ; but  their  object  is  always  the  same  : to  keep  the 
light  under  the  bushel. 

The  result  is  that  some  commissioners  either  do  their  work  badly,  through 
lack  of  knowledge,  or  do  it  by  halves,  unwillingly,  and  solely  because  they  are 
'Compelled.  How  can  it  be  expected  that  men  without  the  smallest  measure  of 
•education,  and  in  many  cases  imbued  with  an  instinctive  hatred  of  it,  should  labour 
with  the  same  ardour  for  its  diffusion  as  persons  capable  of  estimating  it  at  its 
proper  value.  Commissioners  of  this  stamp  never  do  any  thing  until  the  last 
moment,  until  they  are  as  it  were  driven  to  the  last  extremity,  and  even  then  they 
act  with  contemptible  stinginess.  'Thus,  to  cite  but  one  instance,  the  school 
houses  in  many  localities  are  in  a sadly  defective  condition,  and  unprovided  not 
to  say  with  the  greatest  comforts,  for  these  are  entirely  unknown,  but  with  the 
most  indispensable  requisites,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  teachers  and  children. 

This  apathy  and  this  neglect  on  the  partof  the  commissioners  exert  a most  fatal 
influence  on  the  rate-payers  who  themselves  suffer  through  their  children,  and 
who  generally  throw  the  blame  on  the  education  law  in  place  of  going  to  the  real 
root  of  the  evil. 

But  those  who  suffer  most  under  the  control  of  such  commissioners  are 
undoubtedly,  the  teachers.  In  the  first  place,  whatever  their  salary  may  be,  they 
receive  it  only  at  very  irregular  intervals.  This  of  itself  is  a great  inconvenience, 
which  is  owing  to  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  commissioners  who  take  but  little 
pains  to  collect  the  assessment  in  time.  The  salaiy  is  besides  insufficient.  In 
many  cases,  through  parsimony,  the  preference  is  given  lo  very  young  girls  of 
small  capacity,  too  weak  to  inspire  respect  and  fear,  so  that  the  children  soon  fall 
into  insubordination. 

This  stinginess  is  at  times  pushed  to  incredible  lengths.  I have  known 
poor  teachers  who  were  in  want  of  the  merest  necessaries  of  lile  and  who  dragged 
out  a most  miserable  existence.  And  yet  they  had  rendered  immense  service  to 
the  country  during  their  long  and  laborious  career. 

This  is  not  all,  besides  the  fact  that  he  is  not  paid  in  proportion  to  his  labour, 
there  is  something  yet  more  painful  which  helps  to  discourage  the  teacher;  the 
want  of  respect  and  consideration  displayed  towards  him  by  the  Commissioners 
and  as  a consequence  by  the  children,  who  are  of  course  naturally  inclined  to 
follow  their  parents’  example.  Some  Commissioners  are  not  ashamed  to  com 
pare  the  teachers  to  the  lowest  class  of  servants  and  lo  treat  them  as  such. 

It  is  unnecessary,  worthy  sir,  that  I should  tell  you  the  result  of  all  these 
mort'fications  suffered  by  teachers,  and  of  the  egoiisrn  and  harshness  of  which 
they  aiethe  constant  buit.  They  become  completely  disgusted  ; what<.-ver  energy 
or  skill  they  may  possess  is  lost  in  discouragement.  Besides,  having  no  interest 
whateve  r to  induce  them  to  do  better,  they  confine  themselves  lo  performing 
solely  what  is  matter  of  rigorous  obligation:  they  do  an  amount  of  work  propor- 
tioned to  the  amount  of  money  paid  them,  in  many  cases  unwillingly. 

Within  the  limits  subject  to  my  inspection,  I have  been  enabled  to  verify  the 
striking  contrast  which  exists  between  such  municipalities  as  St.  Michel,  St. 
Thomas,  St.  Pierre,  L’Islet,  and  St.  Charles,  in  which  the  Commissioners  are 
men  of  education,  and  others  in  which  they  are  men  devoid  of  any  education 
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whatever.  In  the  latter,  education  is,  if  not  on  the  decline,  at  all  events  at  a 
standstill.  But  in  the  former,  it  is  making  most  satisfactory  progress. 

It  is  then  absolutely  necessary  that  a certain  measure  of  education  should  be 
considered  a necessary  qualification  for  the  office  of  School  Commissioner  ; with- 
out this,  it  will  be  impossible  to  improve  the  moral  and  material  position  of  the 
teachers.  Without  this,  there  can  be  no  good  Schools  and  but  little  education. 

Complaints  have  with  some  justice  been  made  as  to  the  small  number  of 
teachers  possessed  of  the  requisite  acquirements  and  skill.  It  has  been  said  that 
the  Normal  School  will  supply  this  want.  It  will  do  so,  but  not  of  itself  alone  ; 
the  teacher’s  labour  must  be  more  justly  remunerated  and  his  merits  better  ap- 
preciated. Is  it  to  be  expected  that  after  going  through  an  expensive  course  of 
studies  at  the  Normal  School,  a young  man  should  embrace  a career  beset  with 
obstacles,  privations  and  bitter  mortifications?  Whatever  the  Normal  School 
may  do,  there  will  be  no  increase  in  the  number  of  good  teachers  in  our  rural 
dislricts,  unless,  by  some  means  or  other,  the  salaries  are  increased.  The  mis- 
sion of  the  Normal  School  is  to  instruct  pupils  and  grant  them  diplomas.  The 
next  step  will  be  to  provide  them  with  a respectable  means  of  support. 

Extracts  from  the  Reports  of  Mr,  Inspector  Hume, 

COUNTY  OF  BEAUCE. 

St.  Victor  de  Tring.—  K more  prosperous  state  of  affairs  exists  in  this  Muni- 
cipality than  was  the  case  last  year.  Other  teachers,  some  of  them  better 
qualified,  have  been  engaged.  The  attendance  of  pupils  has  been  more  regular 
and  numerous  and  more  progress  has  been  made.  There  are  three  schools  in 
operation  with  female  teachers,  who  appear  to  devote  much  attention  to  their 
duties.  The  school  commissioners  complain  of  the  difficulty  they  experience  in 
collecting  the  arrears  of  assessment  due,  and  in  many  cases  they  fear,  that  they 
will  have  to  bring  actions  for  their  recovery. 

St.  Ephrem  de  Tring. — In  this  municipality  which  has  been  but  lately 
erected.  No  very  great  progress  has  been  made,  many  of  the  inhabitants  are 
poor,  and  the  assessments  have  not  been  regularly  paid  up.  Two  schools  have 
been  in  operation  during  a part  of  the  year.  But  as  there  had  been  no  schools 
previously  in  operation,  in  the  localities  in  which  they  were  opened,  none  of  the 
pupils  are  much  advanced.  The  School  Commissioners  have,  within  the  last 
year,  built  another  school-house.  There  was  one  school  house  previously  in 
that  portion  of  the  Township  of  Tring  which  now  forms  this  municipality,  but 
as  it  is  placed  nearly  on  the  line  of  division  between  the  two  municipalities  it 
has  not  been  used. 

Forsyth. — I regret  that  I am  unable  to  speak  in  favorable  terms  of  this 
municipality  notwithstanding  the  zealous  exertions  of  the  cure,  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Begin,  many  of  the  inhabitants  exhibit  the  utmost  indifference  to  the  cause  of 
education.  The  municipality  has  been  assessed  and  although  the  school  rates 
amount  to  but  a small  sum  for  each  individual,  the  majority  of  the  rate-payers 
refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  (hem.  There  have  been  two  schools  in  operation  but 
they  have  not  been  regularly  attended  and  but  comparatively  Utile  progress  has 
been  made. 

Lambton. — It  affords  me  much  pleasure  to  be  enabled  to  state,  that  this 
municipality  still  continues  in  a prosperous  condition,  the  School  Commissioners 
and  Secretary-Treasurer  devote  themselves  with  commendable  zeal  to  the  per- 
formance of  their  respective  duties.  Two  schools  are  in  operation  with  the 
same  teachers,  who  taught  last  year.  Both  schools  have  been  numerously 
attended  and  very  satisfactory  progress  has  been  made. 
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Aylmrr. — Much  credit  is  due  to  the  school  Commissioners  of  this  munici- 
pality for  the  zeal  which  they  have  shewn  in  the  cause  of  education.  Although 
the  share  of  the  Government  grant  is  but  very  small  there  are  two  good  schools 
in  operation  with  well  qualified  teachers,  both  are  female,  one  has  a salaiy  of 
£24,  and  the  other  £20,  the  latter  has  a diploma. 

COUNTY  OF  MEGANTIC. 

Broughton. — Two  schools  have  been  in  operation  in  this  Township  during 
the  last  year,  one  attended  by  pupils  of  French  origin,  and  the  others  by  those  of 
British.  The  latter  school  is  numerously  attended  and  the  progress  of  the 
scholars  has  been  satisfactory. 

Leeds. — Four  schbols  have  been  in  operation  in  this  municipality  during  the 
last  year,  one  of  them  however  only  for  the  half  of  the  year.  At  the  other  three 
which  have  been  under  the  care  of  well  qualified  and  competent  teachers  very 
great  progress  has  been  made.  At  the  visits  which  1 have  made  to  those  schools, 
the  proficiency  shewn  by  many  of  the  pupils  was  highly  gratifying  and  credit- 
able alike  to  the  teachers  and  scholars. 

Nelson. — There  has  only  been  one  school  in  this  municipality  during  the 
greatest  part  of  the  year,  attended  by  children  of  French  origin  at  which  the 
pupils  have  made  considerable  progress. 

Inverness. — In  this  Township  there  have  been  six  schools  under  the  Com- 
missioners, and  one  dissentient.  The  schools  under  the  Commissioners  had 
generally  male  teachers  in  the  winter  months,  and  female  teachers  in  the 
summer.  The  attendance  has  not  been  so  numerous  as  in  some  former  years 
but  in  several  of  the  schools  good  progress  has  been  made. 

St.  Calixte  de  Somerset. — The  school  affairs  of  this  municipality  are  in  a 
very  flourishing  condition.  The  schools  are  regularly  and  numerously  attended, 
and  generally  satisfactory  progress  has  been  made.  There  are  four  elementary 
schools  and  one  model  school.  For  the  model  school  the  services  of  a well 
qualified  teacher  (having  a model  school  diploma)  have  been  secured.  The 
school  is  attended  by  upwards  of  60  scholars,  many  of  whom  have  attained 
considerable  proficiency  in  the  various  branches  taught. 

Ste.  Julie  de  Somerset, — There  are  now  two  schools  in  this  municipality, 
one  additional  having  been  established  during  the  last  year.  The  school  first 
established  continues  in  a flourishing  condition  having  a good  teacher  and  being 
well  attended.  The  pupils  generally  have  made  much  progress  in  the  various 
branches  taught.  In  the  other  school  the  progress  made  is  less  satisfactory.  This 
municipality  would  require  at  least  two  more  schools,  and  like  some  others 
municipalities  more  alacrity  in  paying  the  school  contributions  would  also  be 
desirable,  as  a year  ago  they  were  unable  to  send  the  half  yearly  report,  not 
having  received  a sufficient  sum  in  contributions  to  equal  the  Government  grant. 

St.  Ferdinand  de  Halifax. — In  this  municipality  during  the  last  year  great 
exertions  have  been  made.  Seven  schools  under  the  Commissioners  and  one 
dissentient  school  were  in  operation.  As  there  had  been  no  schools  under  the 
Commissioners  for  some  years  previously,  nearly  all  the  pupils  wdio  attended 
were  mere  beginners  : very  few  in  the  schools  being  able  to  read.  For  the 
time  they  have  been  in  operation,  sufficient  progress  has  been  generally  made. 

Sle.  Sophie  de  Halifax. — Nothing  has,  as  yet  been  done  in  this  munici- 
pality towards  the  establishing  of  schools. 

Ireland. — In  this  Township  also,  no  schools  are  in  existence,  and  this  is  the 
more  surprising,  as  its  municipal  council  is  in  active  operation.  I have 
frequently  urged  some  attention  to  schools  upon  the  Commissioners  and  others 
of  the  inhabitants  . 
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COUNTY  OF  DORCHESTER. 

Frampton. — In  this  Township  there  has  been  but  litlie  change  since  my 
Report  of  last  year  was  transmitted.  Of  the  schools  under  the  Commissioners, 
two  have  been  attended,  and  the  pupils  generally  have  made  very  satisfactory 
progress.  Of  the  others,  I cannot  speak  in  such  favorable  terms.  The  dissen- 
tient school  has  been  closed  since  the  month  of  June  last. 

Standon. — In  this  Township  there  is  still  one  school  in  operation  as  hereto- 
fare,  but  no  school  house  has  yet  been  built.  The  Commissioners  were  desirous 
of  tetaining  the  services  of  the  former  teacher  for  another  year,  as  the  school  w^as 
kept  in  his  house,  until  the  got  a school  house  erected,  the  attendance  at  the 
school  has  not  been  numerous.  Some  progress  has  been  made  by  those  who 
attended. 

Cranbovrne. — In  this  township  three  schools  have  lately  been  established : two 
during  last  winter,  but  one  only  in  the  summer.  The  teachers  are  not  very  well 
qualified  and  but  little  progress  has  been  made.  The  inhabitants  are  however 
very  desirous  to  have  good  schools  establisheds  and  to  engage  teachers  of  higher 
qualifications. 

In  reviewing  the  state  of  education  in  my  District  during  the  past  year  I am 
of  opinion  that  there  is  some  room  for  congratulation.  A reference  to  the  statis- 
tical tables  which  accompany  this  Report  will  shew,  that  there  has  been  a 
large  increase  in  the  number  of  pupils  attendii  g the  schools,  and  this  increase 
has  been  much  larger  than  what  had  taken  place  in  any  of  the  preceding  years, 
since  my  appointment  as  inspector.  During  the  last  year  also  the  services  of 
several  teachers  possessing  diplomas  have  been  secured.  One  of  them  with  a 
diploma  for  a model  school.  The  Commissioners  are  generally  anxious  to  pro- 
cure as  soon  as  possible  the  services  of  teachers  possessing  diplomas,  and  thereby 
comply  with  the  law. 

Extracts  for  the  Reports  of  Inspector  Meagher. 

Carleton,  Wi  Dec.  1857. 

Sir  : 

I have  the  honor  to  transmit  you  my  sixth  Report  on  the  state  of  education,, 
throughout  the  Counties  of  Gaspe  and  Bonaventure  under  my  inspection, 
during  my  visits  to  the  different  municipa’ities  in  the  months  of  July,  August 
and  September  last,  of  which  the  following  is  a detail  commencing  as 
follows,  viz  : 

Fox  and  Griffin  Cove. — Found  no  schools  in  operation,  the  Commissioners 
informed  me  that  two  female  teachers  were  expected  from  Quebec,  one  for  the 
school  at  Fox  River,  and  the  other  for  the  school  at  Griffin’s  Cove. 

Cap  des  Rosters. — One  school  in  operation,  but  very  inferior.  The  Commis- 
sioners had  however  concluded  an  agreement  with  a male  teacher,  who  was  to 
begin  in  a few  days. 

Gaspe  Bay  [North)  and  Sydenhatn. — One  school  had  been  in  operation,  but 
was  closed  at  the  time  of  my  visit. 

Gaspe  Bay  [South). — One  private  school  in  operation  up  the  South  West 
which  I visited  in  company  with  the  Rev  Mr.  Delemar  and  John  Eden,  Esquire. 
Found  it  kept  by  the  old  teacher  from  York  and  Haldimand.  It  was  only  opened 
lately,  the  teacher  very  competent.  This  school  has  since  been  put  under  control 
of  the  Commissioners. 

York  and  Haldimand. — Found  no  schools  in  operation. 

Douglas. — One  good  school  in  operation,  kept  by  Mr.  Redmond  Lee,  a very 
competent  teacher  at  a salary  of  £40  per  annum.  I proceeded  to  visit  this  school, 
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accompanied  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Faffard,  Mr.  Viet  and  other  gentlemen ; the  exami- 
nation proved  very  satisfactory. 

Malbaie. — No  school  in  operation  : the  Commissioners  informed  me  that  they 
had  engaged  a teac-.her,  who  would  commence  the  following  week. 

Perce. — Only  one  school  in  operation  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  in  Irish  town, 
kept  by  Mr.  Wrn.  Furlong,  which  I visited,  the  examination  very  satisfactory. 

Bonavenlure  Island. — The  school  here  at  the  time  of  my  visit  was  closed. 

Grand  River. — Only  one  school  in  operation,  kept  by  Mr.  RenoulT.  The 
Teacher’s  time  being  completed  he  intended  to  leave  for  Quebec  ; examined  the 
school  affairs  of  this  Municipality  with  the  Rev.  Mr.  Desjardins,  and  found  them 
in  good  order. 

New  Port  and  Pabos. — Visited  the  school  kept  by  Mr.  Donald  McTavish  at 
petite  Pabos,  37  pupils  in  attendance,  examination  satisfactory,  teacher’s  salary 
£50.  The  Commissioners  had  engaged  a teacher  for  their  other  school,  who 
had  just  commenced. 

Porl~Daniel  schools  in  operation.  No.  1,  kept  by  Mr.  James  Ryan 

and  No.  2 kept  by  Mr,  Brotherton,  both  of  which  schools  I visited  and  examin- 
ed. At  the  former  67,  and  at  the  latter  '45,  children  were  in  attendance.  The  exami- 
nations satisfactory. 

Hope — Two  schools  in  operation,  the  one  kept  by  Mr.  Leek  is  still  making 
progress.  52  children,  all  English,  were  in  attendance  ; the  examination  excellent. 
The  other  kept  by  Mr.  St.  Croix,  not  so  progressive  as  formerly,  owing  to  com- 
plaints by  the  Rate  Payers  against  the  teacher.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Milne,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Commissioners,  being  at  the  time  of  my  visit  absent,  a meeting  could 
not  be  called  until  his  return. 

Cox — Four  schools  in  operation.  No.  1,  kept  by  Mr.  Decan  is  an  excellent 
school,  69  pupils  were  in  attendance,  examination  very  satisfactory.  The 
teacher  deserves  much  praise  for  the  attention  he  pays  to  his  pupils.  A 
superior  or  model  school  is  very  much  required  in  this  municipality,  and  Mr. 
Decan  is  perfectly  qualified  to  be  teacher  thereof.  No.  2,  kept  by  Mr.  George 
Anney,  34  children  in  attendance,  examination  good.  No.  3,  kept  by  Mr.  Me 
Coubray  46  children  in  attendance.  This  school  it  appears  by  the  journal  kept  by 
the  teacher  had  been  very  irregularly  attended  for  some  time.  The  children, 
however,  in  attendance  shewed  a considerable  degree  of  improvement.  No.  4 
kept  by  Miss  Clarke,  23  children  in  attendance,  this  school  having  only  been 
opened  a few  days  previous  to  my  visit,  I could  not  judge  of  the  progress  of  the 
children. 

Hatmllon — Only  one  school  in  operation  kept  by  Mr.  Alfred  Beaubran,  48 
pupils,  all  French,  in  attendance.  Found  this  school  very  inferior. 

New  Richmond. — No  school  under  control  of  the  Commissioners  in  opera- 
tion. Two  dissentient  schools  under  the  Trustees.  No.  1 kept  oy  Mr.  Moir;  69 
children  in  attendance.  No.  2 kept  by  Mr.  Fallow,  60  children  in  attendance. 
The  examination  of  both  schools  very  satisfactory,  the  children  making  great 
progress. 

Maria. — Three  schools  in  operation.  No.  1 kept  by  Miss  Gauvreau,  38 
children,  all  French,  in  attendance.  No.  2 kept  by  Mr.  P.  Dugas,  54  children, 
all  French,  in  attenclnnce.  No.  3,  kept  by  Miss  Pritchard,  44  children,  French 
and  English,  in  attendance  : the  examinations  very  satisfactory. 

Carlelon. — One  school  kept  by  Miss  Delphine  Allard:  34  children  in  atten- 
dance, all  p'’reneh  : examination  very  satisfactory. 

NouveJle. — One  school  in  operation,  all  French,  kept  by  an  aged  female  : 38 
children  in  attendance,  and  beginning  to  make  improvement. 

Shoolbred. — Two  schools  in  operation.  No.  1,  kept  by  Mr.  Thomas  Verge, 
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35  pupils,  French  and  English,  in  attendance.  No.  5 kept  by  Mr.  Ed.  Russel: 
33  children,  English,  in  aliendauce.  examinations  good. 

The  municipalities  of  Mann,  Matapedia,  and  Ristigouche,  have  no  schools  in 
operations. 

Subjoined  is  a general  statement  of  statistics  of  that  part  of  the  District  of 
Gaspe  under  my  inspection  with  remarks  thereon. 
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By  the  above  table  you  will  perceive  that  although  69  school  districts  are 
formed  throughout,  there  were  only  27  schools  in  operation  at  the  time  of  my 
visit,  with  1211  children  in  attendance.  This  want  I found  to  be  owing  partly 
to  the  sickness  of  last  winter,  still  prevailing  in  different  municipalities,  and 
partly  to  the  immediate  want  of  competent  teachers;  the  Rate  Payers,  however, 
being  in  general  so  very  poor,  the  Government  allowance  so  very  small  such 
teachers  cannot  be  procured,  without  a sufficient  salary  to  support  them  in  the 
honorable  occupation  of  school  teaching.  I still  continue  in  the  expectation 
that  the  Government  will  see  the  necessity  and  importance  of  increa.^ing  or 
granting  a special  sum  to  poor  municipalities,  thereby  securing  to  the  poorer 
classes,  the  education  their  children  stand  so  much  in  need  of. 

Of  the  1211  scholars  who  were  attending  the  27  schools  in  operation,  349 
are  able  to  read  correctly,  309  to  read  without  spelling,  262  can  spell,  and  291  are 
learning  their  letters,  257  learning  to  write,  305  writing  well,  258  are  learning 
the  simple  rules  of  arithmetic,  196  the  compound  rules,  87  the  rule  of  ihree,  62 
other  branches  of  arithmetic  including  mensuration,  28  learning  book  keeping,  19 
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orthography,  28  French  grammar,  32  English  grammar,  16  geography,  21  epis- 
tolary writing. 

With  respect  to  monetary  affairs,  1 have  to  state  that  they  appear  throughout 
to  stand  in  a more  satisfactory  condition  than  when  I last  reported  on  them.  The 
rates  for  the  year  which  ended  1st  July  last  amounted  to  £933  6s.  8d.,  the  annual 
Legislative  grant  to  £646  19s.  8d.  Sums  are  due  by  the  rate  payers,  including 
arrears  of  former  years,  to  the  amount  of  £196  14s.  Vd.  Sums  due  by  the  school 
^Commissioners  £89  17s.  4d.  and  lastly  the  amount  of  money  in  the  hands  of  the 
Secretary-Treasurers  £245  13s.  7d. 

Extract  from  a Report  of  Mr,  Inspector  Tanguat. 

I have  the  honor  to  transmit  my  second  report  on  the  working  of  the  educa- 
tion law  within  the  districts  under  my  inspection,  during  the  year  1857. 

I regret  to  sec  that  this  report  does  not  evidence  an  amount  of  progress  as 
generally  satisfactory  asthe  reports  of  preceding  years.  This  state  of  things  may 
be  attributed  to  many  causes  which  were  beyond  our  control.  One  of  the  first  of 
these  is,  beyond  doubt,  the  state  of  distress  which  has  prevailed  so  extensively  in 
the  district  of  Kamouraska  for  some  years  back.  It  is  well  known  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  district  are  almost  exclusively  devoted  to  agriculture  and  that  a 
pretty  large  proportion  of  the  farmers  have  been  placed  in  a comparatively  pre- 
carious position  by  the  bad  harvests  of  the  last  two  years.  The  scarcity  of  money 
has  awakened  a spirit  of  opposition  to  the  law  of  education  which  was  consi- 
dered to  have  been  set  at  rest  forever.  Besides  the  distress  there  is  another  cause 
to  be  considered,  but  for  which  this  opposition  would  probably  never  have 
broken  forth,  I refer  to  the  going  into  operation  of  the  Municipal  Act,  which  has 
been  every  where,  and  particularly  in  this  district,  an  object  of  execration.  In 
presence  of  this  Act,  the  people  began  to  regret  having  assumed  so  easily  the 
yoke  of  the  education  law  ; they  fancied  that  the  new  law  was  the  fruit  of  their 
former  pliability.  They  saw  nothing  in  either  of  them  but  an  odious  machinery 
’ for  taxation,  likely  to  be  followed  by  others  of  the  same  kind,  unless  a prompt  and 
energetic  opposition  were  made  to  their  introduction. 

It  was  for  this  purpose  that  the  municipal  Counci. s in  many  families  were 
assailed.  They  succumbed  without  resistance  ; the  higher  authority  did  not 
interfere,  and  the  people  again  lifted  up  their  heads.  “We  must  also  get  rid  of 
4hese  School  Assessments”  then  became  the  cry,  in  many  places. 

Seven  or  eight  parishes  within  my  district,  after  getting  rid  of  the  municipal 
Councils,  gave  vent  to  this  outcry.  But  strange  to  say,  no  further  steps  were 
taken.  The  education  law  has  now  taken  such  deep  root  in  the  habits  of  the 
people,  that  they  consider  the  education  of  their  children  a duty  equally  sacred 
with  that  of  giving  them  food  and  clothing.  And  besides,  any  efforts  against 
the  law  would  have  met  an  unflinching  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  pastors  and 
principal  inhabitants  of  the  different  parishes,  who  are  all  zealous  advocates  of 
popular  education. 

A short  review  of  the  working  of  the  law  in  each  municipality  will  give  a 
more  exact  idea  than  any  general  statement,  which  would  of  necessity  be  vague 
and  to  some  extent  incorrect. 

Matane. — In  this  municipality  there  are  four  Schools,  two  of  them  under 
male,  and  two  of  them  under  female,  teachers,  and  attended,  on  an  average,  by 
142  pupils.  They  have  been  in  operation  nearly  the  whole  year.  One  of  these 
Schools  has  been  conducted  with  some  skill  and  ability;  two  of  them  may  be 
classed  as  middling  and  the  fourth  as  defective.  Instruction  has  been  entirely 
confined  to  the  elementary  branches,  in  this  municipality.  The  two  male  teach- 
ers are  holders  of  diplomas.  These  schools  are  generally  in  want  of  books  and 
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of  the  apparatus  so  essential  to  the  progress  of  the  pupils  and  the  maintenance  of 
good  order.  The  female  teachers  receive  a salary  of  £20 ; one  of  the  male 
teachers  receives  £33,  and  the  other  £25. 

The  School  tax  has  been  paid  with  sufficient  punctuality, and  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer  appears  to  me  to  be  well  qualified  for  the  duties  of  his  office. 

The  isolation  of  this  municipality  from  the  neighbouring  municipalities  ren- 
ders it  a matter  of  serious  difficulty  for  ihe  School  Corporation  to  procure  good 
teachers  The  latter  are  very  unwilling  to  abandon  the  large  and  beautiful 
parishes,  in  the  upper  portion  of  the  country,  in  favor  of  Matane.  The  expectatioti 
of  a higher  salary  could  alone  induce  them.  To  sum  up  : — 

Duration  of  school  year  10|  months. — Average  attendance  95  pupils. — Pro- 
portion of  pupils  attending  school  to  the  whole  population,  according  to  census  of 
1851-52,  1 to  9. — Cost  of  instruction  for  each  pupil  attending  school  18s.  6d. 

Metis. — The  municipality  of  Metis,  under  the  present  limits^  is  divided  into 
three  sections.  A single  teacher  has  been  appointed  to  teach  alteriiately  for  a 
week,  in  each  of  the  Sections.  The  municipality  is  too  extensive  for  a single 
section,  and  the  School  Corporation  adopted  this  course,  which  is  not  free  from 
serious  inconvenience.  To  obviate  this  as  far  as  possible,  the  children  have  been 
permitted  to  follow  the  teacher  to  the  different  sections.  During  the  summer 
the  three  sections  are  united  in  one. 

A school-house  is  being  built  on  the  spot  where  the  school  was  held  during 
the  latter  part  of  the  year.  There  is  a second  school-house  in  one  of  the  other 
sections,  but  it  is  in  a state  of  utter  neglect. 

The  allotment  for  Metis,  from  the  Government  grant,  is  only  £8  2s.  fid.  The 
amount  raised  by  assessment  was  £20  10s.  lOJd.,  besides  the  minimum  of  the 
monthly  fees.  These  different  sums  united  are  scarcely  sufficient  to  support  one 
school. 

As  this  school  was  not  in  operation  at  the  time  of  my  Fall  and  Spring  visits, 
I can  merely  state  that  the  parents  seemed  satisfied  with  it.  The  teacher  holds  a 
model  school  diploma : 

Duration  of  School  year,  8 months.  Average  attendance  at  School,  42.  Pro- 
portion on  the  total  of  population,  1 to  7.  Cost  of  instruction  for  each  pupil  at- 
tending school,  17s.  fid. 

St.  Octave — In  this  new  municipality,  which  hitherto  formed  a part  of  MetiSj 
I was  pleased  to  find  5 schools  in  operation,  two  of  which  I found  in  a perfectly 
satisfactory  condition.  In  the  other  three,  the  children  have,  however,  learned 
reading,  writing  and  some  idea  of  arithmetic,  and  have  received  religious  instruc- 
tion. These  schools  were  attended  by  Ififi  children  during  nearly  8 months. 
Nearly  all  the  children  began  with  the  alphabet,  and  at  the  time  of  my  last  visit, 
in  June,  47  read  well;  51  read  passably  well  and  the  remainder  were  able  to 
spell ; 57  were  able  to  write  and  in  fine,  13  were  fit  to  study  French  Grammar. 

All  these  schools  are  conducted  by  young  female  teachers,  some  of  whom 
have  not  even  reached  the  age  required  by  law.  Their  salary  is  only  from  £16 
to  £17.  This  was  all  that  could  be  afforded  from  the  small  fund  at  the  disposal 
of  the  School  Corporation. 

This  small  beginning,  however  feeble  it  may  be,  is  however  a great  benefit 
to  these  poor  children,  who  are  far  removed  from  all  other  opportunities  of  in- 
struction. 

The  school  corporation  is  animated  with  a good  spirit,  and  the  rate  payers 
are  glad  to  have  schools  at  last.  The  Secretary-Treasurer  is  well  fitted  lor  the 
duties  of  his  office  : 

Duration  of  school  year,  8J  months. — Average  attendance  at  school  111 
children. — Proportion  to  the  whote  population  1 to  8. — Cost  of  instruction  for 
each  child  attending  school  13s. 
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Lepage. — In  the  municipality  of  Lepage  6 schools  have  been  in  operation 
during  the  school  year.  These  six  schools  have  been  attended,  on  an  average, 
by  125  children  during  the  first  period  of  the  year,  and  by  1S4  during  the  second 
period.  In  3 of  these  schools,  the  result  has  been  middling,  but  comparatively 
satisfactory;  the  remaining  three  are  inferior,  the  utility  of  such  schools  is  cer- 
tainly a matter  of  doubt.  Notwithstanding  the  existence  of  this  state  of  things, 
it  would  be  unjust  to  ignore  the  zeal  and  efforts  of  the  venerable  President  of  the 
School  Corporation  and  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer.  Unfortunately  they  arc  not 
seconded  and  they  meet  nothing  but  ill  will  on  all  sides.  In  fact,  with  some 
few  excej;tions,  the  rate  payers  are  either  indifferent  or  opposed  to  everything 
calculated  to  promote  the  education  of  their  children.  The  school  rates  are  un- 
willingly paid  and  the  children  are  not  assiduous  in  attending  school.  If  to  this 
be  added  the  incompetency  and  lack  of  zeal  displayed  by  some  of  the  teachers; 
the  want  of  books  and  furnitnre  for  the  School ; it  will  be  easily  seen  that  there 
has  been  of  necessity  but  little,  if  any,  progress  in  many  of  the  Sections. 

1’he  male  teachers  of  Schools  No.  2 and  3 are  sufficiently  well  instructed  ; 
what  they  require,  is  to  know  how  to  preserve  discipline,  so  necessary  in  a large 
school  with  but  one  teacher  who  is  obliged  to  instruct  several  classes  at  one 
time  in  different. branches. 

Two  of  the  male  teachers  are  holders  of  diplomas  and  receive  a salary  of 
£oo  and  £25  respectively.  The  salary  of  the  female  teachers  does  not  exceed 
£18  : 

Duration  of  school  year,  10|  months. — Average  attendance  at  school  124. — 
Proportion  to  the  whole  population  I to  10. — Cost  of  instruction  to  each  child 
attending  school  18s,  6d. — Premiums  distributed  7. 

Lessard. — 1 found  in  this  municipality  six  schools,  4 of  which,  under  the 
direction  of  able  and  devoted  male  teachers,  gave  proof  of  extraordinary  progress  ; 
the  other  two,  though  inferior,  are  also  not  devoid  of  merit.  These  schools  are 
attended  by  212  children.  I would  refer  in  a special  manner  to  the  satisfaction 
afforded  me  by  Nos.  1 and  2.  It  was  a source  of  real  pleasure  to  me  to  see  these 
young  minds  shining  with  increased  brilliancy  at  each  of  my  visits.  Three  of  the 
male  teachers  hold  diplomas,  the  three  others  are  awaiting  the  formation  of  a 
Board  of  Examiners  at  Rimouski,  in  order  to  undergo  the  necessary  examination. 

It  is  evident  that  all  would  go  on  perfectly  well  in  this  municipality,  were  it 
not  for  the  culpable  indifference  of  the  School  Corporation,  and  their  unpardon- 
able neglect  in  not  collecting  the  school  rates.  It  is  a painful  reflection  that  these 
good  teachers  who  receive,  but  £l8,  £20,  £30  or  £40  as  salary,  are  obliged  to 
wait  whole  years  for  the  miserable  pittance. 

The  finances  of  the  Corporation  are  in  a greatly  involved  state  ; this  has  pre- 
vented the  opening  of  a 7th  school  which  is  necessary,  from  the  extent  of  the  muni- 
cipality. 

Duration  of  school  year  10^  months. — Attendance  at  shool  180  children. — 
Proportion  to  the  whole  population  1 to  8|. — Cost  of  instruction  to  each  child 
attending  school  15s.  3d. — Rewards  distributed  23 

Rimouski. — The  Rimouski  Academy  for  girls  is  conducted  in  an  unexcep- 
tionable manner  by  the  good  ladies  of  the  Congregation,  and  I cannot  too  earnest- 
ly congratulate  the  parish  on  the  zeal  displayed  in  encouraging  this  institution, 
which,  notwithstanding  it  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  has  been  placed  on  an  equality 
with  the  best  houses  of  the  order,  in  order  to  meet  the  ever  increasing  wants  of 
this  flourishing  locality.  103  pupils,  of  whom  53  are  boarders,  attend  this  house 
and  there  imbibe  science,  order,  discipline  and  piety.  The  progress  made  this 
year  has  been  greater  than  usual. 

I wish  I could  make  the  same  statement  as  regards  the  Industrial  College  ^ 
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but  this  institution,  in  spite  of  the  zeal  and  good  will  of  its  founders  and  of  the 
professors,  has  been  beset  with  difficulties  of  various  kinds  which  have  greatly 
impeded  its  developement.  The  want  of  proper  premises,  the  absence  of  strict 
discipline  which  must  be  maintained  among  of  youths,  ready  at  any  mo- 
ment to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  obedience,  misunderstandings  between  the  profes- 
sors, such  were,  I believe,  the  chief  obstacles  to  be  contended  with  during  the 
year  just  ended. 

I do  all  in  my  power  to  encourage  the  founders  of  this  useful  institution  to 
continue  the  laudable  efforts  already  made  by  them  to  endow  the  county  of 
Rimouski  with  these  two  establishments,  the  want  of  which  has  long  been  felt 
by  all  true  friends  of  education.  73  pupils  have  attended  this  institution. 

Nine  other  schools,  3 of  which  are  good  and  6 middling,  have  assisted  the 
Academies  in  diffusing  education  throughout  this  extensive  and  important  parish. 
Two  of  the  Sections  had  no  teachers  on  account  of  their  lack  of  zeal  in  profiting 
by  those  whom  they  had  heretofore. 

Here  the  school  municipality  has  not  had  the  energy  to  collect  the  rates. 
The  teachers  suffer  from  this  neglect  and  were  this  state  of  things  to  continue  any 
longer,  the  result  would  be  that  good  teachers  would  go  elsewhere.  Most  of  the 
schools  lack  supervision  and  encouragement.  From  this  arises  indifference  on 
the  part  of  parents,  want  of  assiduity  on  the  part  of  the  children  in  attending 
school,  want  of  books  and  other  indispensable  requisites  : 

Duration  of  School  year,  10  months. — Average  attendance  at  school  375. — 
Proportion  to  the  whole  population  1 to  8. — Cost  of  instruction  to  each  child 
attending  school,  17s.  3d. — Premiums  granted  16. 

Bic. — There  were  3 schools  in  operation  in  this  municipality  at  the  time  of 
my  last  visit ; two  of  them  gave  very  satisfactory  proof  of  progress.  All  these 
schools  are  under  the  direction  of  female  teachers.  The  schools  are  passably 
w^ell  provided  with  the  necessary  apparatus,  they  were  attended  by  144  children; 
50  read  well ; 60  pretty  well  ; 70  write.  Geography,  Sacred  his- 

tory, the  history  of  Canada,  epistolary  composition  and  French  grammar  are  also 
taught.  In  addition  to  the  3 schools  already  existing,  two  more  would  be  requir- 
ed in  order  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  whole  municipality.  The  smallness  of  the 
fund  at  the  disposal  of  the  Comrqissioners  renders  the  accomplishment  of  this  im- 
possible. 

I may  state  with  reference  to  this  municipality  what  I have  said  of  several 
others,  that  the  collection  of  the  rates  is  neglected,  that  the  duties  are  performed 
with  but  little  zeal,  and  that  thereby  a real  injury  is  done  to  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. The  female  teachers  receive  a salary  of  from  £26  to  £27. 

Duration  of  school  year,  lOJ  months. — Average  attendance  at  school  101. — 
Proportion  to  the  whole  population  1 to  9. — Cost  of  instruction  for  each  child 
attending  school  17s.  5d. — Premiums  distributed  10. 

St.  Fabien. — This  municipality  had  four  small  schools  in  operation,  at  the 
time  of  my  visits.  The  branches  taught  were  reading,  writing,  spelling  and 
some  idea  of  arithmetic.  The  attendance  was  not  good,  and  the  schools  were 
badly  provided  with  books,  benches,  tables,  &c.  They  are  all  under  the  direc- 
tion of  young  female  teachers,  but  little  skilled  in  teaching.  145  children  attend- 
ed them,  on  an  average,  during  the  whole  year.  The  teachers  receive  a salary  of 
£14  to  £20.  None  of  them  are  holders  of  diplomas.  The  progress  has  therefore 
been  very  small,  but  it  would  be  difficult  to  do  better  with  the  means  at  hand. 
The  accounts,  though  not  kept  with  much  system,  are  yet  intelligible'and  correct. 
The  arrears  of  rates  are  not  great. 

Duration  of  school  year,  lOJ  months. — Average  attendance  of  children  at 
school  103,  Proportion  to  the  whole  population  1 to  8. — Cost  of  instruction  to 
each  child  attending  school,  12s.  6d. 
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Simon. — There  were  6 schools  in  operation  at  the  time  of  my  first  visit, 
but  a female  teacher  having  been  displaced,  for  lack  of  capacity,  her  place  has 
not  as  yet  been  filled  up.  Three  of  these  schools  may  be  set  down  as  good,  the 
other  two  are  middling.  The  actual  state  ot  things  evinces  great  progress  in 
comparison  with  former  years.  200  children  attended  these  6 schools.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  matter  prescribed  for  elementary  schools,  some  of  the  pupils  were 
taught  epistolary  style  and  parsing.  I am  gratified  to  remark  the  pre- 
valence of  a better  spirit  amongst  the  rate-payers.  Three  of  the  schools  are 
well  enough  provided  with  books,  benches,  black  boards,  &c.  The  accounts  and 
records  of  the  School  Corporation  are  kept  with  regularity ; the  finances  are  in  a 
satisfactory  state.  Two  of  the  teachers  hold  diplomas,  the  one  for  a model  school, 
the  other  for  an  elementary  school. 

Duration  of  school  year,  lOJ  months. — Average  attendance  of  children  at 
school  165. — Proportion  to  the  whole  population  1 to  9.  Cost  of  instruction  to 
each  child  attending  school,  I2s.  lOd.  Premiums  distributed  8 volumes. 

Trois- Pistoles. — I found  ten  schools  in  operation  in  this  municipality  at  the 
period  of  my  visits.  These  schools  were  attended  by  355  children  during  the 
first  part  of  the  year,  and  by  461  during  the  latter  part.  Of  these  ten  schools  five 
may  be  classed  as  good  and  efficient ; one  as  excellent  and  four  middling. 
Nearly  all  the  female  teachers  in  this  parish  have  passed  the  necessary  examin- 
ation and  hold  proper  diplomas.  I must  state  here,  that  these  diplomas  are  not 
always  a proof  of  capacity,  much  less  of  skill  in  teaching,  owing  to  the  unfortunate 
facility  with  which  they  are  granted.  In  this  parish,  education,  though  not  in  a 
very  flourishing  state,  is  making  satisfactory  progress,  and  goes  on  improving  from 
year  to  year.  The  fact  that  this  parish,  with  nothing  to  rely  upon  but  its  own 
zeal,  has  succeeded  in  erecting  an  educational  building,  such  as  the  one  which  is 
soon  to  be  opened  therein,  renders  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  enter  into  any  further 
details.  The  finances  of  the  Corporation  are  in  a most  satisfactory  condition. 
The  schools  are  well  enough  provided  with  books  and  other  necessary  matters. 
Duration  of  school  year,  11  months.  Average  attendance  at  school,  298  children. 
Proportion  to  the  whole  population  1 to  6|.  Cost  of  instruction  to  each  child 
attending  school  11s.  4d.  Premiums  distributed  38  volumes. 

St.  Eloi. — In  this  municipality  there  have  been  four  schools  in  operation, 
three  of  them  have  given  very  satisfactory  evidence  of  progress,  the  fourth,  in 
consequence  of  the  prejudice  existing,  has  been  attended  by  only  a small  num- 
ber of  children.  Madam  Perrault  deserves  an  entirely  special  notice  at  my  hands. 
The  number  of  her  pupils  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  I am  always  struck  with 
their  improvement;  she  holds  a model  school  diploma.  I am  enabled  to  report 
favorably  of  the  3 schools  in  St.  Eloi.  The  Corporation  rates  are  somewhat  in 
arrears.  The  accounts  are  kept  regularly.  In  consideration  of  the  efibrts  made 
by  this  parish,  and  of  the  comparatively  large  number  of  children  who  attend  the 
schools,  it  is  entitled  to  a continuation  of  the  supplementary  aid  which  it  received 
for  the  past  year.  Duration  of  school  year,  lOJ  months.  Average  attendance  at 
School  195  children.  Cost  of  instruction  to  each  child  attending  school,  9s.  IJd. 
Premiums  distributed  6 volumes. 

Isle  Verte. — We  had  only  eight  schools  in  operation  in  this  municipality 
during  the  year  just  passed.  Owing  to  the  indifference  of  the  parties  interested, 
two  sections  remained  without  schools.  I am  sorry  to  say  that  only  one  of  the 
schools,  that  of  Mile.  AdMe  Richard,  has  given  evidence  of  real  progress.  All 
the  others  have  given  but  meagre  results,  owing  to  several  causes.  Want  of 
assiduity  in  altending  school  on  the  part  of  the  children,  want  of  books,  apathy 
amongst  parent.s,  incapacity  and  neglect  on  the  part  of  several  teachers,  and,  I 
may  add  above  all,  want  of  superintendance  and  encouragement  on  the  part  of 
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the  School  Commissioners.  Here  as  in  many  other  municipalities  it  is  consider- 
ed sufficient  to  comply  with  the  mere  letter  of  the  law,  without  reference  to  its 
spirit.  Teachers  have  been  engaged,  the  assessment  and  monthly  fees  levied, 
the  schools  visited  twice  a year,  and  no  further  interest  manifested  as  to  the  re- 
sult. 

As  a compensation  for  this  sad  state  of  affairs,  I am  happy  to  state  that  it  is 
proposed  to  entrust  the  direction  of  the  two  principal  schools,  next  year,  to  par- 
ties whose  very  names  are  a guarantee  of  success.  To  attain  this  end  very  laud- 
able sacrifices  have  been  made  which  it  would  be  unjust  to  pass  over  in  silence. 
In  most  of  the  sections  the  salaries  of  the  female  teachers  have  been 
from  £13  10s.  to  £18,  that  of  the  model  school  male'  teacher,  £45,  and  of  the  fe- 
male teacher  £35. 

Notwithstanding  the  large  outlay  in  this  parish  during  the  last  few  years 
for  building  a church,  a convent,  a priest’s  house,  bridges,  &c.,  the  school  rates 
are  not  greatly  in  arrears.  Duration  of  school  year,  lOJ  months.  Average  at- 
tendance at  school  298  children.  Proportion  to  the  whole  population  1 to  7|. — 
Cost  of  instruction  to  each  child  attending  school  12s.  6d.  Premiums  distri- 
buted  4 volumes. 

Kakouna. — Five  schools  were  kept  in  operation  during  the  first  part  of  the 
year,  and  four  only  during  the  latter  part.  Two  of  them  are  good,  one  tolerably 
good,  and  the  remaining  two  entirely  useless.  The  teachers  (female)  of  t two 
last  were  dismissed  at  my  first  visit;  for  one  of  them  a successor  has  not  been  found. 
The  model  school  is  everything  that  could  be  desired.  The  order,  regularity  and 
zeal  on  which  I congratulated  this  parish  in  years  past,  have  given  way  to 
apathy  and  indifference.  I regret  to  state  that  education  advances  more  slowly 
and  with  less  success  than  formerly,  and  also  that  this  state  of  things  is  owing 
for  the  most  part  to  lack  of  zeal  on  the  part  of  the  School  Commissioners  in  per- 
forming their  important  duties.  I hope  for  good  results  from  an  institution  just 
opened  in  this  parish,  under  the  auspices  of  the  good  Sisters  of  Charity,  I must 
not  include  in  my  censure  Sections  No.  1,2  and  5.  The  finances  of  the  Cor- 
poration are  in  an  unsatisfactory  state.  The  children  are  negligent  in 
at:ending  school,  particularly  during  the  Summer,  when  the  influx  of  strangers  to 
this  parish  takes  up  the  time  even  of  our  school  population. 

To  sum  up,  there  has  been  but  little  progress  for  the  last  two  or  three  years 
in  many  of  the  sections  ; the  schools  are  but  ill  provided  with  necessaries. 
Duration  of  school  year,  10 J months.  Average  attendance  at  school,  121  children. 
Proportion  to  the  whole  population  1 to  8.  Cost  of  instruction  to  each  child 
attending  school  11s.  l|d.  Premiums  distributed  9 volumes. 

St,  Arsine. — Six  schools  under  the  law  and  one  independent  school  have 
been  in  operation  during  the  school  year  just  ended,  I class  them  as  follows  : — 
highly  progressive  two,  passably  good  three,  unproductive  of  any  appreciable 
result  two.  These  seven  schools  were  attended  by  291  pupils  only  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  school  year,  and  by  381  during  the  first  part.  This  enormous 
difference  is  owing  to  the  discontent  which  has  arisen  in  one  of  the  principal 
sections,  resulting  in  the  removal  of  a large  number  of  pupils.  In  this  munici- 
pality the  people  are,  generally  speaking,  zealous  in  behalf  of  education,  punctual 
in  meeting  the  School  assessment,  and  strongly  interested  in  every  thing  relating 
to  the  instruction  of  youth,  A large  numbers  of  families  make  great  sacrifices  in 
order  to  give  their  children  a classical  education.  Pupils  from  this  parish  take 
high  rank  in  our  large  educational  establishments.  To  sum  up,  there  is  reason 
to  be  satisfied  as  regards  the  spirit  which  animates  this  municipality.  The  ac- 
counts and  records  are  regularly  kept,  and  the  finances  are  in  a prosperous  state. 
Duration  of  School  year,  lOJ  months.  Average  number  of  children  attending 
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school  251.  Proportion  to  the  whole  population  1 to  7.  Cost  of  instruction  to 
each  child  attending  school  12s.  6d.  Premiums  distributed  16  volumes. 

St.  Modeste  of  Whitworth. — There  has  been  but  one  school  in  operation.  It 
was  attended  by  56  children,  and  the  progress  made  has  been  sufficiently  satis- 
factory. The  poverty  of  the  rate  payers,  the  insufficiency  of  the  Government 
grant  and  debts  previoudy  contracted,  have  prevented  the  Corporation  from 
establishing  a second  school,  the  want  of  which  was  severely  felt.  Were  it  not 
for  the  unfortunate  difficulties  just  mentioned  the  inhabitants  of  this  locality 
would  be  well  disposed.  Next  year  two  schools  will  be  maintained,  and  by  this 
means  the  greater  part  of  the  children  will  be  enabled  to  reap  the  benefit.  There 
is  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  what  has  been  done  in  behalf  of  education  in  this 
small  municipality.  Duration  of  school  year,  lOJ  months.  Attendance  at  school 
40  children.  Proportion  to  the  whole  population  1 to  8.  Cost  of  instruction  to 
each  child  attending  school  10s.  Premiums  distributed  4 volumes. 

St.  Edouard. — There  have  been  two  schools  in  operation  in  this  mu- 
nicipality, which  have  been  very  well  conducted.  They  are  primary 
superior  schools,  the  one  for  boys,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  M.  T.  Traver,  and 
the  other  for  girls,  directed  by  Dlle.  Ph.  Vallee,  a young  teacher  whose  talents 
and  zeal  deserve  my  highest  meed  of  praise.  The  English  and  French 
languages  have  been  taught  with  equal  care  in  these  two  schools.  The  course 
of  instruction  also  comprised  penmanship,  geography,  history  and  arithmetic, 
together  with  needlework  for  the  young  girls.  A praiseworthy  spirit  of  emula- 
tion between  the  two  schools  contributed  to  accelerate  the  progress  of  the  pupils, 
and  especially  to  exhibit  in  a brilliant  light  the  talent,  for  instruction, 
possessed  by  the  female  teacher.  These  schools  have  been  attended  pretty 
regularly  by  153  children.  I am  sorry  to  say  that  the  tardiness  with  which  the 
school  rates  are  paid,  and,  as  an  inevitable  result,  the  delay  in  paying  the  salaries 
of  the  teachers,  have  been  for  the  latter  a ground  of  complaint  and  discourage- 
ment. The  male  teacher  receives  a salary  of  £75,  and  the  female  teacher  £40, 
in  addition  to  fuel  and  lodging.  The  majority  of  the  rate  payers  being  persons 
in  a small  way  of  business  who  are  entirely  unable  to  contribute  anything  be- 
yond the  real  property  assessment,  the  maintenance  of  those  two  schools  weighs 
heavily  on  a small  number  of  persons,  so  that  there  is  some  excuse  for  their  de- 
lay in  acquitting  themselves  of  this  duty.  The  accounts,  though  somewhat  in 
arrear,  are  regularly  kept.  Duration  of  school  year,  10^  months.  Average  num- 
ber of  pupils  attending  school  125.  Proportion  to  the  whole  population  1 to  6 j. 
Cost  of  instruction  for  each  child  attending  school  15s.  Premiums  distributed 
11  volumes. 

Riviere  du  Loup. — There  have  been  seven  schools  in  operation  in  Riviere 
du  Loup.  The  result  of  the  examinations  was  sufficiently  satisfactory  as  regards 
five  of  them  ; the  two  others  were  found  below  mediocrity,  and  the  money  ex- 
pended for  these  two  schools  is  so  much  lost.  Education  progresses  slowly  in 
this  municipality,  the  schools  are  ill  furnished  with  necessaries,  the  parents  of  the 
pupils  display  but  little  zeal  for  their  improvement,  and  the  supervision  of  the 
Commissioners  is  insufficient.  Here  again  there  are  more  pains  taken  to  com- 
ply with  the  letter  of  the  law  than  to  carry  out  its  spirit.  340  children  attend 
these  schools  with  some  regularity  during  the  greater  part  of  the  school 
year.  The  following  have  been  taught  with  more  or  less  success  in  all  the 
schools  : reading,  writing,  spelling,  grammar,  some  notions  of  arithmetic,  re- 
ligious instruction  has  also  been  given. 

The  new  parish  of  N.  D.  du  Portage  will  be  erected  into  a separate  munici- 
pality, to  date  from  the  beginning  of  next  year.  The  school  rates  and  monthly 
fees  are  in  arrears.  Duration  of  school  year,  lOJ  months.  Average  attendance 
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of  pupils  280.  Proportion  to  tli3  whole  population  1 to  8.  Cost  of  instruction 
for  each  child  attending  school  15s.  4d.  Premiums  distributed  4 volumes. 

St.  Andre. — In  St.  Andre  there  were  9 schools  in  operation  during  the  greater 
part  of  the  school  year ; one  section  only  was  without  a school.  The  examina- 
tion of  the  model  school,  under  the  skilful  and  enlightened  direction  of  Mile,  de 
Beaumont,  produced  an  entirely  satisfactory  result.  Some  of  the  books  of  literary 
composition  and  penmanship  which  were  shewn  me  could  not  be  surpassed  74 
pupils  have  received  the  benefit  of  instruction  from  this  v.  or  thy  teacher. 
Five  other  schools  have  contributed,  in  conjunction  with  the  first,  to  give  the 
youth  of  this  parish  an  education  suited  to  the  wants  of  the  country,  and  to  entitle 
the  parish  itself  to  rank  with  the  first  amongst  those  which  are  really  in  earnest 
in  the  work  of  educating  the  rising  generation.  The  last  three  schools  are  very 
inferior.  The  account.s  and  records  of  the  Corporation  are  kept  with  regularity. 
With  the  assistance  of  the  Board  of  Education  and  the  cooperation  of  the  pro- 
perty holders  in  Section  No.  2,  a large  and  commodious  school-house  has  been 
erected.  It  is  to  be  a model  school,  and  the  classes  are  to  be  opened  in  it  during 
the  course  of  the  Autumn.  Duration  of  school  year  11  months.  School  attend- 
ance 309  pupils.  Proportion  to  the  whole  population  1 to  6J.  Cost  of  instruct- 
ing each  child  attending  school  13s  lid.  Premiums  distributed  15  volumes. 

St.  Alexandre. — In  St.  Alexandre  there  were  4 schools  in  operation  during 
the  first  part  of  the  year,  and  3 only  during  the  latter  part.  The  result  of  the  ex- 
amination has  been  very  satisfactory  as  regards  3 of  them.  The  school  kept  by 
Mile.  Dumais  deserves  a most  favourable  notice  on  my  part.  The  pupils  under 
this  teacher  have  progressed  in  a really  astonishing  degree  within  the  space  of  a 
few  months.  Except  that  the  school  rates  are  in  arrears,  every  thing  goes  on 
well  in  this  municipality.  In  consequence  of  the  slender  means  at  its  disposal 
the  Corporation  has  found  it  necessary  to  reduce  the  number  of  schools  to  4,  thus 
leaving  2 sections  deprived  of  schools.  143  children  attended  these  four  schools, 
or  rather  three  of  them,  the  fourth  having  been  all  but  deserted.  Duration  of 
school  year,  lOJ  months.  Average  daily  attendance  at  school  111  children.  Pro- 
portion to  the  whole  population  1 to  7.  Cost  of  instructing  each  child  attending 
school  17s.  Premiums  distributed  4 volumes. 

St  Helene. — In  St.  Helene  I found  six  schools  in  operation  at  the  time  of 
my  visits.  The  examinations  of  two  of  them  gave  very  satisfactory  results;  the 
other  four  gave  no  proof  whatever  of  progress.  In  the  latter  the  course  has  been 
confined  to  teaching  very  imperfectly  reading,  writing,  the  first  ideas  of  arith- 
metic, spelling  and  the  Catechism.  In  consequence  of  the  smallness  of  the  salary 
paid  by  the  Corporation,  the  office  of  teaching  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  young 
females  possessed  of  little  knowledge  and  without  experience,  except  in  the  case 
of  the  two  schools  before  mentioned.  These  schools  have  been  attended  by  137 
pupils  only,  and  the  greater  number  of  them  are  no  further  advanced  than  the 
class  above  described.  The  accounts  and  records  of  the  Corporation  are  regular- 
ly kept  by  a competent  person  The  arrears  of  rates  due  are  comparatively  small. 
Duration  of  school  year,  lOJ  months.  Average  daily  attendance  at  school,  98. 
Proportion  to  the  whole  population  1 to  8.  Cost  of  instructing  each  child  at- 
tending school  13s.  Id.  Premiums  distributed  2 volumes. 

St.  Paschal. — I found  10  schools  in  operation  in  St.  Paschal  at  the  time  of 
my  visits  during  the  past  year ; there  remained  but  one  section  unprovided  with  a 
school.  343  pupils  are  entered  on  the  records;  4 of  the  schools  are  in  a prosper- 
ous condition:  Nos.  2,  3,  4 and  8.  The  Misses  Ainsbrow  display  the  same  zeal 
as  heretofore  in  performing  their  painful  task,  and  their  efforts  are  crowned  with 
the  same  success.  It  is,  however,  a matter  of  regret  that  many  of  the  pupils  ab- 
sent themselves  too  frequently,  particularly  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  by  which 
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their  progress  is  retarded,  a portion  of  the  fruit  of  their  labour  is  lost,  and  the  classi- 
fication of  the  pupils  is  impeded.  6 of  the  schools  have  made  but  little  progress 
owing  in  some  instances  to  lack  of  capacity  on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  in  others 
to  want  of  punctuality  on  the  part  of  the  pupils,  and  in  others  again  to  an  absence 
of  good  will  and  encouragement  from  the  Commissioners. 

Several  of  the  schools  are  ill  furnished  with  books.  Something  more  might 
undoubtedly  have  been  done  in  these  six  sections.  French  grammar,  geography, 
history  and  composition,  ought  to  have  been  taught.  The  accounts  and  records 
of  the  Corporation  are  kept  in  an  unsatisfactory  manner.  The  rates  and  fees  are 
also  largely  in  arrears.  Duration  of  school  year  10|  months.  Average  daily 
school  attendance  295.  Proportion  to  the  whole  population  1 to  8|.  Cost  of  in- 
structing each  child  attending  school  14s.  2d.  Premiums  distributed  11  volumes. 

Kamouraska. — In  this  important  municipality  I found  eight  schools  under 
control,  and  2 independent  schools,  attended  by  a total  of  395  children.  All 
these  schools,  except  3,  gave  but  a middling  result.  The  Academy  for  girls  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  “Sisters  of  the  C.  de  N.  D.,”  is  conducted  in  a most 
satisfactory  manner.  79  pupils  are  entered  on  the  records.  The  course  of  in- 
struction is  the  same  as  in  dl  the  houses  of  the  order,  including  the  English 
language  and  instrumental  music.  The  academy  for  boys  did  not  produce  re- 
sults equally  satisfactory.  The  schools  under  Miss  E.  Vezinaand  M.  L.  Hudon, 
also  gave  proofs  of  progress.  I regret  that  the  other  schools  have  not  been  pro- 
vided with  more  competent  teachers,  and  that  they  have  not  been  better  overlooked 
and  encouraged.  They  are  in  general  badly  furnished  with  school  requisites. 
All  that  is  required  in  order  to  insure  their  success  is  an  active  surveillance  and 
proofs  of  interest  on  the  part  of  the  authorities.  The  rate  payers  are  friendly  to 
education,  and  would  willingly  make  the  necessary  sacrifices  to  place  their 
schools  in  a flourishing  condition.  The  state  of  things  which  I have  just  described 
has  been  brought  on  by  a large  reduction  in  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  and  the 
multiplications  of  the  schools.  The  school  rates  are  in  arrears.  The  accounts 
and  records  are  regularly  kept.  Duration  of  school  year  lOJ  months.  Average 
daily  school  attendance  325  children.  Proportion  to  the  whole  population  1 to 
6.  Cost  of  instructing  each  child  attending  school  13s.  9d.  Premiums  distri- 
buted 2 volumes. 

St.  Denis. — There  have  been  seven  schools  in  operation  here  during  the  first, 
and  only  6 during  the  second,  part  of  the  year.  Sections  No.  1,  3 and  4 having 
been  united.  Of  this  number  five  are  under  the  control  of  the  Corporation  and 
the  sixth  is  independent.  I am  happy  to  report  favourably  as  regards  the  exami- 
nation of  four  of  them.  The  results  as  regards  school  No.  6,  were  middling,  but 
they  were  satisfactory  as  regards  school  No.  1.  340  pupils  attended  these  6 

schools  during  a portion  of  the  year.  The  bad  financial  management  of  previous 
years  has  left  the  Corporation  to  struggle  with  a comparatively  heavy  debt.  On 
this  account  it  was  found  necessary  to  increase  the  rate  of  assessment  and  to 
diminish  the  number  of  schools,  to  reduce  the  salaries  of  the  teachers  and  exact  the 
monthly  fees.  These  measures  have  not  been  carried  out  without  creating  some 
temporary  discontent.  In  spite  of  those  little  difficulties  and  the  mediocrity  of 
some  of  the  schools,  the  parish  of  St.  Denis  retains,  nevertheless,  the  title  of  “the 
cradle  of  school  teachers,”  and  is  looked  upon  as  taking  the  lead  amongst  the 
parishes  friendly  to  education.  The  schools  under  the  direction  of  Miss  A.  Begin, 
of  M.  C.  Petitgrew  and  M.  A.  Cote  have  been  carried  on  with  much  success. 

The  Secretary-Treasurer  is  possessed  of  all  the  zeal  and  energy  which  were 
required  to  re-establish  order  in  the  finances;  his  willingness  made  up  for  every 
thing.  Duration  of  school  year,  10.^  months.  Average  daily  school  attendance 
296  children.  Proportion  to  the  whole  population  1 to  6.  Cost  of  instruction 
to  each  child  attending  school  12s.  6d.  Premiums  distributed  10  volumes 
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Notre  Dame  duMont  Carmel, — This  small  municipality  has  now  two  schools 
in  operation,  and  the  result  of  their  examination  was  satisfactory;  102  children 
have  been  instructed  in  these  schools.  Two  more  schools  would  have  been  re- 
quired to  meet  the  wants  of  the  municipality,  which  is  pretty  extensive  ; but  the 
means  at  the  disposal  of  the  school  Corporation  did  not  admit  of  establishing 
them  for  the  past  year.  The  municipality  of  Mont  Carmel  includes  a locality 
hitherto  forming  a part  of  St.  Denis,  from  which  it  is  isolated  by  a high  range  of 
mountains  which  render  it  extremely  difficult  of  access.  These  two  schools  which, 
besides  teaching  the  matters  prescribed  for  elementary  schools,  give  religious  in- 
struction, arc  therefore,  a great  blessing  for  these  poor  children,  who  are,  during 
a part  of  the  year,  deprived  of  all  other  means  of  instruction. 

Notwithstanding  the  poverty  which  renders  some  of  the  parents  unable  to 
clothe  their  children  so  as  to  send  them  at  all  seasons  to  school,  and  notwith- 
standing the  great  distance  which  the  poor  children  have  to  travel,  these  two 
schools  have  been  carried  on  with  a satisfactory  result.  The  accounts  and  re- 
cords of  the  Corporation  are  kept  with  little  regularity.  Duration  of  school  year,  lOJ- 
months.  Average  daily  attendance  during  the  year  69.  Proportion  to  the  whole 
population  1 to  7.  Cost  of  instructing  each  child  attending  school  9s.  9d. 

Riviere  Quelle. — There  have  been  four  schools  in  operation  during  the  past 
year,  all  under  the  care  of  very  competent  teachers.  The  principal  school,  which 
is  under  the  skilful  and  talented  direction  of  M.  C.  Ouellet,  has  been  carried  on 
in  a manner  to  leave  no  room  for  complaint.  Mr.  Ouellet  is  a man  of  education, 
laborious  and  punctual  in  the  fulfilment  of  his  duty,  and  never  misses  an  oppor- 
tunity of  instructing  the  pupils  and  increasing  their  stock  of  knowledge.  The 
other  teachers  in  this  parish  seemed  also  to  be  successful  in  their  teaching,  and 
their  methods  appear  to  be  such  as  are  approved.  The  convent  of  the  ladies  of 
the  congregation  gives  an  excellent  education  to  60  young  girls.  One  section 
remained  without  a school.  The  schools  are  still  maintained  by  voluntary  con- 
tributions; but  it  needed  all  the  zeal  and  devoted  ness  of  a few  of  the  rate-payers 
to  make  up  the  deficiency  under  this  system.  Next  year,  it  will  probably  be 
necessary  to  have  recourse  to  legal  or  compulsory  assessment.  The  accounts 
and  records  are  kept  in  an  unexceptionable  manner.  Duration  of  school  year, 
IQi  months.  Average  daily  school  attendance  180.  Proportion  to  the  whole 
population  1 to  6.  Cost  of  instructing  each  child  attending  school  20s.  Pre- 
miums distributed  9 volumes. 

Saint  Pacome. — There  were  six  schools  in  operation  at  the  time  of  my  last 
visit.  One  of  them  is  independent  and  is  supported  by  benevolent  friends  of  edu- 
cation; 5 are  under  our  control.  All  of  them  were  conducted  by  teachers  of 
some  talent,  and  the  fact  that  some  of  them  have  not  been  as  successful  as  hereto- 
fore must  be  attributed  to  circumstances  apart  from  the  question  of  educations 
which  do  not  detract  from  the  zeal,  the  efforts,  and,  in  fact,  the  sacrifices  made  by 
the  venerable  president  of  the  Corporation,  to  whom  we  are  indebted  for  all  the 
good  which  has  been  done  during  the  last  few  years.  157  children  attended  the 
schools,  which  are  pretty  well  provided  with  books,  &c.  The  Secretary-Trea- 
surer is  active,  and  performs  the  duties  of  this  office  with  punctuality  : the  ac- 
counts are  not  by  any  means  so  much  in  arrears  as  they  are  in  richer  parishes,  a 
proof  that  the  good  or  bad  state  of  the  finances  may,  in  almost  all  cases,  be 
attributed  to  a corresponding  carefulness  or  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer. 

Duration  of  school  year,  10^  months,  or  208  school  days.  Average  daily 
school  attendance  125.  Proportion  to  the  whole  population  1 to  9.  Cost  of  in- 
structing each  child  attending  school. 

Ixworth. — In  this  small  municipality  which  is  rather  poor,  the  scho^^ls  have 
been  kept  open  during  5 months  only,  with  a view  of  paying  off  some  old  debts. 
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These  two  schools  were  attended  by  72  pupils,  and,  considering  the  short  time 
they  were  in  operation,  the  result  was  satisfactory.  A very  small  portion  of  the 
rates  had  been  paid  at  the  time  of  my  visit.  The  rate  payers  have  claimed  the 
benefit  of  the  5th  clause  of  the  Act  12  Viet.  cap.  50,  relating  to  poor  municipali- 
ties. No  municipality  could  be  more  justly  eijitiiled  to  it.  Duration  of  school- 
year,  5 months.  Average  attendance  at  school  45.  Proportion  to  the  whole 
population  1 to  10.  Cost  of  instructing  each  child  attending  school  10s. 

St.  Anne  de  la  PoQatiere  — 11  schools:  10  under  control  and  one  independent, 
have  been  in  operation  during  the  year  just  ended.  435  pupils  were  entered  on 
the  records.  The  school  (independent)  directed  by  Mile.  A.  Gagnon  gave  strong 
evidence  of  progress.  I can  say  the  same  of  the  schools  under  the  Misses  A. 
Richer,  M.  Gagnon,  and  L.  Hudon.  The  teachers  (female)  in  sections  2,  6,  7, 
have  had  but  very  poor  success.  Schools  of  the  kind  should  not  be  tolerated. 
Besides  435  pupils  taught  in  these  11  schools,  more  than  50  followed  the  College 
course  ; so  that  there  are  585  children  receiving  instruction  in  this  parish.  I am 
pleased  to  see  that  the  number  of  pupils  attend  ing  the  classes  of  the  fine  College  of  St 
Anne,  goes  on  increasing  from  year  to  year.  The  greater  number  of  the  Schools 
are  pretty  well  provided  with  requisites.  Better  results  would  have  been  obtain- 
ed, if  all  the  School  Commissioners  were  men  of  enlightened  minds  and  suffi- 
ciently devoted  to  the  cause  of  education,  of  which  they  are  the  natural  protec- 
tors, to  second  the  good  dispositions  of  the  parishioners,  to  sacrifice  paltry  feelings 
of  party  spite  to  the  duties  of  their  position,  to  look  to  nothing  but  the  true  interests 
of  education,  in  fine,  if  they  were  capable  of  realizing  the  greatness  of  the  res- 
ponsibility which  weighs  upon  them. 

I regret  to  state  that  this  has  not  been  the  case  during  the  year  just  ended, 
and  that  the  progress  made  is  not  the  work  of  the  Commissioners,  but  the  result  of 
deep  conviction  of  the  advantages  of  a good  education,  and  of  the  necessity  of 
following  up  the  intelleclual  movement  of  which  the  College  is  so  active  an  agent. 

The  rates  are  considerably  in  arrears,  and  to  such  an  extent  as  to  evidence  a 
degree  of  neglect  not  very  excusable.  The  proceedings  of  the  Corporation  are  regu- 
larly recorded.  Duration  of  school  year,  lOi  months.  Average  daily  attendance 
at  school  380  pupils.  Proportion  to  the  whole  population  1 to  6|.  Cost  of  in- 
structing each  child  attending  school  11s.  9d.  Premiums  distributed  28 
volumes. 


The  preceding  summary  statement  shews  that  the  principal  obstacles  to  the 
working  of  the  law  have  been  : 

1st.  Incompetency  on  the  part  of  the  School  Commissioners,  of  whom  nearly 
two  thirds  have  but  little  education  and  make  their  chief  almost  their  sole  object, 
not  to  promote  the  interests  of  education  and  compel  the  rate  pa}^ers  to  make  the  sa- 
crifices necessary  in  order  to  obtain  it,  but  to  spare  their  own  purses.  With  these 
men  the  whole  system  as  regards  the  administration  of  the  law,  consists  in  estab- 
lishing a certain  number  of  schools  at  the  least  possible  expense  ; to  do  just 
enough  to  screen  themselves  from  the  penalties  imposed,  without  going  any  fur- 
ther. The  iew  enlightened  men  and  real  friends  of  the  pc'ople  and  of  education 
sitting  as  School  Commissioners,  find  it  impossible  to  do  all  the  good  they 
would  wish,  being  obliged  to  struggle  continually  against  a majority  of  their  col- 
leagues, and  to  avoid  collision  with  them.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  therefore,  that  we 
shall  soon  see  the  day  when  none  but  educated  men,  or  at  all  events,  men  friendly 
to  education,  will  be  appointed  Commissioners.  And,  furthermore,  the  discre- 
tionary powers  vested  in  school  corporations  are  still  too  great. 

2nd.  The  smallness  of  the  salaries  paid  to  teachers.  This  drives  away,  year 
after  year,  the  most  competent  subjects,  and  leaves  the  task  of  teaching  entirely 
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in  the  hands  of  young  females,  who  are  generally  sufficiently  instructed,  but  de- 
void of  experience,  which  is  more  important  still  than  knowledge.  After  teach- 
ing for  three  or  four  years,  those  young  girls  get  married  and  abandon  the  avoca- 
tion of  teaching,  which  they  do  not  embrace  as  a permanent  calling.  They  must 
be  replaced  by  other  young  girls  who,  in  the  same  manner  as  their  predecessors, 
give  up  teaching,  just  at  the  time  when  their  experience  would  render  them  com- 
petent for  the  duties.  A female  teacher  is,  no  doubt,  preferable  to  a male  teacher 
where  the  school  is  made  up  of  quite  young  children,  but  she  should  nevertheless 
be  possessed  of  sufficient  experience  and  weight  to  go  through  her  part  in  a pro- 
per manner.  Out  of  153  schools  in  operation  within  my  district,  there  are  126  in 
the  hands  of  female  teachers. 

3rd.  The  extreme  poverty  which  weighs  heavily  on  the  country  within  my 
district,  is  an  obstacle  of  a more  serious  nature  than  the  two  first,  because  it  ex- 
cuses a want  of  liberality  towards  the  teachers  on  the  part  of  the  school  corpora- 
tions, and  is  also  an  excuse  for  the  parents  to  keep  their  children  at  home,  during 
a good  part  of  the  school  year  to  assist  them  in  their  farm  work.  A great  deal 
of  time  is  lost,  and  the  progress  of  education  is  greatly  retarded  by  frequent  non- 
attendance  at  school,  owdng  to  many  causes  such  as  the  badness  of  the  weather, 
the  great  extent  of  the  school  sections,  the  want  of  warm  or  suitable  clothing,  or 
some  slight  dissatisfaction.  Sometimes,  also,  it  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  chil- 
dren are  kept  at  work  on  the  farm,  particularly  in  the  new  settlements,  or  from 
the  delay,  in  many  cases  three  or  four  months,  attending  the  opening  of  the 
schools.  A pupil  whose  name  appears  on  the  books  for  7 or  8 years  back,  and 
who  tells  you  that  he  has  attended  school  during  that  period,  could  not  shew  proof 
of  a consecutive  yearly  attendance  of  more  than  two  or  three  years,  except,  per- 
haps, 3 or  4 months  in  the  year.  Allowing  in  addition,  for  the  want  of 
books,  paper,  ink,  pens,  &c.,  which  is  most  severely  felt  in  the  sections  distant 
from  towns,  and  for  lack  of  competency  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  teachers,  it 
will  be  easy  to  account  for  our  slow  progress. 

In  order  to  do  all  in  my  power  to  combat  this  evil,  I made  it  a condition  in 
granting  the  prizes  which  the  departments  of  public  instruction  generously  placed 
in  our  hands  for  distribution,  that  none  should  receive  them  except  those  who 
were  punctual  in  attending  school,  and  displayed  good  conduct  and  application  ; 
no  prizes  have  been  granted  except  on  these  conditions,  even  in  cases  where  suc- 
cess and  marked  progress  were  attained.  I remarked  at  my  second  visit,  that  all 
or  nearly  all  those  who  were  likely  to  compete  for  the  prizes  had  been  more  punc- 
tual, better  behaved  in  school,  and  more  studious.  These  prize  distributions  are 
more  gratifying  to  the  feelings  of  the  parents  than  of  the  children  themselves,  and 
I am  in  hopes  that  they  will  produce  the  happiest  results.  If  they  be  granted 
with  discernment  and  impartiality  they  will  have  more  effect  with  the  former  than 
the  thunders  of  the  law,  and  with  the  latter  than  the  punishments  usually  inflicted 
upon  them. 

In  order  to  give  a better  idea  of  the  class  of  instruction  imparted  to  youth  in 
the  different  kinds  of  educational  institutions  within  the  district  under  my  inspec- 
tion, I submit  the  following  abstract  from  my  statistical  tables,  shewing  the  num- 
ber of  children  receiving  instruction  in  the  different  branches  referred  to,  as  com- 
pared with  the  population  and  with  the  number  of  children  attend  ng  school. 
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Statistical  Tables  of  children  attending  School. 


Subjects  Taught. 

Number  of 
pupils. 

Proportion  to  the  total 
number  attending 
the  schools. 

Proportion  to  the  total 
population  under  the 
census  of  1852. 

Pupils  reading  from  A B C,  to 

• 

fluent  reading 

2038 

31^  per  cent. 

4f  per 

cent. 

Reading  well  in  French  & Latin. 

2458 

37| 

u 

Reading  fluently 

2037 

u 

43 

8 

u 

Writing 

3268 

50|h 

u 

7 

Learning  four  first  simple  rules 

of  Arithmetic 

1213 

18f 

u 

ii 

“ compound  rules  of  “ 

1209 

LSf 

u 

2| 

li 

Arithmetic  in  general 

375 

(( 

3 

4 

u 

Learning  book-keeping 

60 

1 

(( 

1 

7 7 

u 

Orthography  (spelling  book)  . . 

3548 

541 

(( 

(i 

Learning  Geography 

681 

(( 

H 

u 

“ History 

989 

u 

m 

u 

“ French  Grammar. . . . 

2025 

s\± 

u 

“ Parsing 

1403 

(( 

43 

u 

Epistolary  style  and  composi- 

3 

il’ 

tion  

662 

101 

u 

n 

English  Grammar 

266 

4 

(1 

Dead  Languages 

75 

H 

u 

Primary  and  superior  schools  for  boys. . 12 

“ “ for  girls....  3 

Colleges 2 

Academies  for  girls 3 

Male  Teachers 

Female  “ 


Attended  by  744  pupils. 
“ 186 

« 259  “ 

“ 238  “ 


28 


125 


Notwithstanding  the  few  drawbacks  which  I have  mentioned,  the  progress 
made  as  shown  in  the  above  table,  is  satisfactory.  The  opening  of  the  Normal 
schools  and  the  eagerness  of  the  teachers  to  take  advantage  of  them  ; the  publi- 
cation of  a Journal  of  Public  Instruction,  and  the  cordiality  with  which  it  has 
been  every  where  greeted  would  seem  to  indicate  the  opening  of  a new  era  for 
the  cause  of  public  instruction.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  our  Normal  schools  will 
be  followed  by  the  introduction  into  our  schools  of  class  books,  less  expensive 
and  better  adapted  to  our  social  wants,  so  that  a.i  energetic  and  lasting  impulse 
may  be  given  to  the  intellectual  movement  now  in  progress  in  this  country. 


Extract  from  a Report  of  Mr.  Inspector  Dorval. 

Although  I am  aware,  that  in  estimating  the  progress  of  public 
instruction  it  is  not  sufficient,  “ to  count  the  number  of  schools  and  pupils,  or 
the  number  of  teachers  and  the  amount  of  salary  paid  them  ; but  that  the  results 
must  also  be  looked  into,  that  the  mode  of  teaching  adopted  must  be  mentioned, 
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as  well  as  the  extent  to  which  with  the  cultivation  of  the  mind,  is  combined  the 
vastly  more  important  task  ofcultivatinglhe  morals  with  a view  to  the  improvement 
of  the  people;”  I am  obliged  to  omit  herein  a portion  of  these  details.  It  is 
no  doubt  the  Inspectors’  duty  to  examine  and  watch  overall  these,  but  they  could 
not  be  recorded  in  his  report  without  the  inconvenience  for  himself,  and  especi- 
ally for  his  readers,  (I  refer  merely  to  ray  own  case)  of  filling  up  a large  volume 
on  each  occasion. 

I shall  therefore  make  no  reference  to  the  special  duties  with  which  you 
have  entrusted  me,  or  their  result.  As  to  the  method  of  teaching,  I have  nothing 
to  S'ly  which  is  not  already  known  to  every  body,  as,  with  some  four  or  five 
exceptions,  it  is  nothing  but  the  old  routine  which  the  Inspector  does  his  best  to 
correct  and  improve.  The  inhabitants  of  my  district  are  animated  with  a good 
and  exceedingly  well  affected  spirit  and  if  it  be  true  that  whatever  is  earnestly 
wished  for  can  always  be  attained,  the  anxiety  or  rather  the  impatience  which 
they  manifest  for  more  sensible  progress  shews  the  degree  of  success  which  may 
be  expected. 

If  I may  be  allowed  to  say  a word  with  reference  to  myself,  I repeat  what  I 
have  already  had  the  honor  to  tell  you,  that  notwithstanding  my  earnest  desire  to 
visit  my  schools  with  more  regularity,  I have  to  my  regret  been  prevented  from 
doing  so  by  unforeseen  and  unavoidable  domestic  cares,  in  addition  to  the  various 
inquiries  with  which  you  have  intrusted  me  and  the  time  consumed’in  travelling 
over  four  of  the  most  extensive  and  popuioos  counties  in  the  country. 

The  last  may  be  looked  upon  as  a complaint  with  regard  to  the  extent  of 
my  district ; it  is  not,  however,  prompted  by  an  desire  on  my  part  to  exaggerate 
the  value  of  my  time  and  trouble  in  visiting  it  and  travelling  it  over,  but  solely 
by  my  devotion  to  the  cause  of  public  instruction. 

I believe,  as  it  is  believed  in  all  countries  in  which  the  school,  receive 
government  aid,  that  it  is  necessary  that  they  should  be  inspected  ; but  in  order 
that  this  inspection  may  be  efficacious,  in  order  that  it  may  be  what  the  law  un- 
doubtedly intended  it  should  be,  I think  that  the  inspectors’  time  and  the  whole 
of  it  should  be  devoted  to  the  school  and  the  boards  of  Commissioners,  and  that 
he  should  be  free  from  all  occupations  foreign  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  be 
enabled  to  devote  himself  exclusively  to  them. 

Having  prefaced  my  remarks  on  the  management  of  the  school  in  the  diffe- 
rent school  municipalities  with  a few  general  observations  bearing  upon  them 
all,  I beg  to  draw  your  attention  to  those  which  follow. 

GENERAL  OBSERYATIONS. 

School  regulations. 

The  law  vests  in  the  school  Commissioners  the  right  of  framing  regulations 
for  the  internal  government  of  their  schools  ; and  yet  I can  scarcely  count,  out  of 
my  forty  school  municipalities,  ten  in  which  they  have  been  established.  How 
is  this  to  be  accounted  for?  The  reason  is  evident:  who  is  to  make  them?  The 
law  vests  the  right  in  the  Commissioners,  taking  it  for  granted  that  they  are  com- 
petent for  the  task,  whereas  the  contrary  is  generally  the  case  ; and  unfortunately 
even  if  it  were  otherwise,  it  would  be  worse  for  the  interests  of  the  teachers,  as 
most  of  the  Commissioners  look  upon  them  as  earning  their  money  too  easily.  I 
cannot  therefore  too  earnestly  suggest,  that  if  we  wish  to  retain  the  few  good 
teachers  we  have;  if  we  wish  to  induce  competent  and  devoted  men  to  become 
teachers,  we  must,  while  defining  their  important  duties,  protect  them  at  the 
same  lime  from  the  possible  abuse  of  the  all  but  unlimited  powers  conferred  by 
the  law  on  the  Commissioners  and  frequently  usurped  and  exercised  jointly  by 
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the  parents  of  the  pupils.  An  effort  is  being  made  to  unite  the  teachers  as  a 
body,  but  without  uniform  rules  defining  the  duties  of  the  teachers,  appointing 
class  hours  and  a system  of  punishments  and  rewards  ; and  in  fine,  directing  the 
teachers  in  their  choice  of  subjects  and  school  books,  there  will  always  be  a 
lack  of  the  harmony  and  union  necessary  for  every  organization.  Their  confe- 
rences which  are  being  every  where  established,  and  which  ought  to  enable  them 
to  combine  their  resources  and  exchange  useful  suggestions,  will  be  a mere 
scene  of  confusion  where  every  one  will  preach  up  the  books  of  his  choice  and 
his  plan  for  conducting  his  school,  of  which  he  is  now  the  sole  manager. 

If  the  formation  of  the  council  of  public  instruction  is  to  be  delayed  for  any 
length  of  time,  I think  it  would  be  advisable,  in  order  to  expedite  this  matter, 
that  the  different  district  inspectors  should  be  authorised  to  draw  up  regulations, 
and  as  uniformity  is  the  characteristic  of  whatever  is  lasting,  and  in  order  that 
this,  in  my  opinion,  desii able  uniformity  may  be  attained  throughout  the  whole 
country,  these  different  drafts  of  regulations  should  be  submitted  to  the  depart- 
ment of  education  with  a view  to  the  selection  of  the  best  provisions  they  may 
contain,  to  be  condensed  and  established  as  final  by  the  Department.  The 
regulations  might  allow  a certain  degree  of  liberty  on  some  points,  in  order  to 
enable  the  different  school  municipalities  to  modify  as  circumstances  may  require, 
particular  provisions,  such  for  instance,  as  the  period  for  opening  and  terminat- 
ing the  class  sessions,  with  reference  to  the  season  for  field  work,  as  our  young- 
est children,  in  consequence  of  emigration,  are  obliged  to  devote  thereto  a portion 
of  their  time  which  ought  to  be  spent  at  school. 

Model  schools, 

I am  about  opening  a correspondence  immediately  with  the  commissioners 
of  my  two  finest  municipalities,  St.  Cuthbert  and  St.  Barthelemy,  in  order  to 
consult  with  them  as  to  the  feasibility  of  establishing  a model  school.  I avail 
myself  of  the  occasion  to  state,  if  I may  be  permitted  to  offer  an  opinion,  that 
the  majority  of  our  rural  districts  are  not  sufficiently  advanced  in  elementary 
instruction  to  justify  as  yet  the  establishment  of  model  schools  in  all  of  them. 
Under  the  present  circumstances,  1 fear  that  superior  schools  would  only 
languish,  and  to  languish  is  to  recede,  as  our  elementary  schools  would 
be  unable  to  furnish  a sufficient  number  of  competent  pupils.  I should  be 
inclined  to  recommend  that  they  be  established  only  in  parishes  where  the 
elementary  schools  have  attained  a certain  degree  of  progress  owing  to  the  efforts 
of  the  commissioners  and  the  zeal  of  parents.  Besides,  there  is  still  a lack  of 
teachers  for  such  schools,  as  well  as  for  the  others  ; we  want  teachers,  not 
merely  men  who,  because  they  hold  diplomas,  consider  themselves  justified  in 
remaining  in  ignorance,  but  men  trained  by  experience  and  study  (until  we 
begin  to  reap  the  fruits  of  the  Normal  School)  and  capable  of  delivering  the 
country  from  ignorance,  the  greatest  if  not  the  only  evil  with  which  it  is  afflicted. 
Happily,  sir,  the  establishment  of  our  Normal  schools,  so  opportunely  inaugu- 
rated under  your  auspices,  will  fill  up  this  great  gap  in  our  system  of  public 
instruction  ; but  it  is  necessary  to  have  the  inspector’s  close  scrutiny  of  all  that 
passes  in  order  to  appreciate  the  amount  of  work  before  them.  The  people  look 
for  incredible  good  results  from  this  noble  institution,  which  is  absolutely  essen- 
tial to  our  progress  if,  as  Guizot  says,  “ The  master  makes  the  school.^^ 

School  attendance. 

I think  I have  proved  in  my  last  report,  how  much  evil  has  resulted,  and 
still  continues  to  result,  on  this  point,  from  the  emigration  of  our  young  men  to 
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he  United  States.  Our  young  laborers  leave  the  farms  without  hands,  and  our 
farmers  are  of  necessity  compelled  to  replace  them  with  their  younger  children. 
When  will  a cure  be  found  for  this  gnawing  cancer  ? Unfortunately,  the  time 
for  field  labour  is  not  the  only  period  during  which  the  children  do  not  attend 
school  with  regularity,  and  very  often,  the  apathy  of  parents  is  the  sole  cause. 
But  the  people  of  Lower  Canada  are  so  much  attached  to  the  religion  of  their 
fathers,  that  the  ministers  of  their  church  exercise  a degree  of  influence  over 
them  very  rarely  possessed  by  clergymen  in  other  countries.  Apart  from  doctrine 
or  discipline,  with  which  I do  not  pretend  to  meddle,  1 think  I may  assert  that  it 
would  be  easy  for  the  clergy,  without  teaching  the  one  or  the  other,  to  assist 
greatly  in  removing  the  apathy  which  is  so  prejudicial  to  our  progress. 

Education  and  instruction  are  too  intimately  connected  with  religion  to  admit 
of  the  ministers  of  the  latter  belying  their  past  history,  and  remaining  indifferent 
to  the  progress  of  the  former. 

If,  therefore,  to  the  instructions  in  catechism  given  by  the  parish  priest,  every 
year,  and  in  fact,  in  many  cases,  during  several  months  of  the  school  year,  to 
the  young  children,  were  joined  certain  conditions  binding  upon  parents,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  whatever  but  the  latter  would  submit  to  them  with  a good  grace. 
For  instance,  if  the  priest  were  to  announce  from  the  pulpit  that  none  but  children 
reading  fluently  would  be  admitted  to  catechism  (reserving  to  himself  the  right 
of  making  exceptions) ; I feel  convinced  that  of  the  four  or  five  frivolous  reasons 
put  forward  by  parents  when  reproached  for  the  irregular  attendance  of  their 
children  at  school,  at  least  threef-ourths  would  disappear.  They  would  feel 
ashamed  that  a child  of  12  years  of  age  should  not  know  how  to  read,  because 
they  would  feel  ashamed  that  at  that  age,  he  had  not  made  his  first  communion, 
and  therefore,  they  would  send  him  to  school.  Enough  would  be  economised 
from  the  expenditure  for  fine  shawls  for  the  daughter,  and  for  the  eldest  son’s 
“ cutter,”  to  provide  the  younger  children  with  clothes,  and  to  buy  them  the 
necessary  books,  and  they  would  be  sent  to  school,  even  though  they  might  not 
be  so  well  dressed  as  the  children  of  a wealthy  neighbour,  and  all  this  in  order 
that  they  might  make  their  first  communion.  Add  to  this  the  present  system  of 
teaching  the  letter  of  the  catechism  at  school ; now  in  place  of  the  priest  spend- 
ing three  or  four  months,  I will  not  say  explaining,  but  hammering  the  words  of 
the  catechism  into  the  pupil’s  heads,  he  will  take  but  one  month,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  time  the  children  can,  without  loss  to  him,  spend  at  school  ; 
the  children  would  learn  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic  more  rapidly,  and  would 
be  enabled  to  leave  school  at  an  earlier  age,  but  better  instructed,  to  take  part  in 
the  labor  of  their  parents  and  fill  up  the  places  of  their  elders  who  may  have 
emigrated. 

No  doubt  the  distribution  of  prizes,  which  the  inspector  is  authorised  to 
make,  incites  the  pupils  to  a more  regular  attendance  at  school  in  order  to  meri; 
them  : but  this  lack  of  punctuality  arises  very  often,  as  I said  before,  from  the 
parents  themselves  ; no  prizes  can  be  given  to  the  latter,  and  I really  believe  that 
nothing  but  arguments  based  on  religious  motives  can  rouse  them  from  their 
apathy  and  compel  them  to  send  their  young  children,  who  can  be  of  very  little 
real  service  at  home,  to  school. 

Distribution  of  books.  System  of  prizes. 

What  I have  just  said  about  the  books  which  the  inspector  is  authorised  to 
distribute  in  the  schools,  leads  me  to  say  a few  words  with  reference  to  the 
system  of  giving  prizes.  I am  not  one  of  those  who  think  that  they  ‘‘  merely 
serve  to  excite  an  inordinate  degree  of  ambition  and  vanity  amongst  a small 
number  of  the  children  and  to  discourage  and  dissatisfy  the  rest.” 
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Were  these  prizes  to  be  awarded  for  that  progress  which  a long  supervision 
over  the  scholar  could  alone  enable  one  to  judge  of,  1 do  not  say  that  the  error  which 
the  Inspector  might  in  that  case  fall  into  would  not  be  productive  of  the  unhappy 
results  so  deprecated  by  the  American  school  system.  But  to  ascertain  at  once 
who  is  the  best  reader  in  each  class,  who  is  the  most  proficient  in  grammar, 
arithmetic,  geography  and  writing, — In  this  I see  no  great  difficulty.  I think  that 
even  a rapid  examination  will  suffice  to  prove  who  is  most  deserving.  Now  where 
there  is  jusi  ice  there  seldom  is  discontent,  or  discontent  of  but  short  duration,  for 
a child  not  as  yet  prejudiced  as  we  are,  often  reasons  with  surprising  clearness 
and  justice. 

But  supposing  this  discontent  to  exist  in  a few  cases,  if  it  is  only  an 
exception,  it  cannot  counterbalance  the  real  and  general  advantages  which 
this  system  of  distribution  gives  rise  to.  A school  is  a regiment  on  a 
small  scale,  like  a regiment  it  has  an  esprit  de  corps^  if  then  more  particularly  in 
the  present  day,  we  oppose  so  few  difficulties  to  the  decoration  of  brave  soldiers, 
without  on  that  account  for  a moment  supposing  that  their  comrades  would  fight 
less  bravely,  may  we  not  take  this  illustration  as  an  authority? 

In  conclusion,  I think  that  my  system  of  awarding  prizes,  causes  less  dis- 
content, if  any  at  all.  When  my  examination  is  concluded,  after  having  noted 
the  most  proficient  in  each  class  to  which  I intend  to  give  a prize,  after  having 
also  consulted  the  teacher,  to  make  doubly  sure  that  I have  not  been  deceived,  I 
then  generally  cause  the  class  to  elect  the  prizeman  and  I have  seldom  to  complain 
of  their  choice,  I do  all  in  my  power  to  prevent  injustice  being  done,  and  the 
class  do  their  utmost  to  shew  themselves  just  and  even  generous. 

Remarks  on  the  administration  of  affairs  in  each  municipality* 

Lachenaie. — I visited  this  municipality  on  the  25th  June  and  on  the  29lh  Septem* 
ber  last,  nothing  extraordinary  has  occurred  since  my  lak  Report.  The  school 
houses  are  in  good  repair,  and  well  furnished  with  tables,  &c.,  and  black  boardsj 
I have  for  some  time  past  been  applying  for  geographical  maps,  and  was  promis- 
ed some  in  September  last,  I am  counting  upon  them.  The  slow  progress  I 
remarked  at  Lachenaie  is  attributable  in  my  opinion  to  the  want  of  diligence  on 
the  part  of  the  scholars.  Matters  appear  to  be  managed  if  not  with  all  the  skill 
at  least  with  all  ihe  honesty  and  good  will  that  can  be  desired. 

St.  Henri  de  Mascouche. — I visited  the  seven  schools,  the  college  and  the 
convent  in  this  municipality  on  the  23rd,  24th  and  25th  of  June,  and  again  on 
the  30th  September  and  1st  October  last.  Notwithstanding  the  number  of  insti- 
tutions and  of  generally  speaking  well  qualified  teachers,  I cannot  say  that  the 
parish  has  progressed  satisfactorily  ; in  all  the  schools  excepting  one  or  two,  (I 
am  only  speaking  now  of  the  schools  under  the  control  of  the  Commissioners) 
very  little  progress  is  made.  The  children  only  go  to  school  when  they  have 
nothing  better  to  do.  The  Commissioners  had  placed  the  funds  for  the  payment 
of  the  teachers  and  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  schools  in  the  hands  of  a 
merchant  in  the  place,  the  chairman  of  the  Commissioners.  I put  a stop  to  this 
practice,  which  might  result  in  peculation,  and  which  several  of  the  teachers 
complain  of.  Not  one  of  these  schools  had  a register  in  October  last,  several  had 
no  maps.  The  commissioners’  books  and  registers  are  well  kept. 

St.  Lin. — I visited  this  municipality  in  December  last.  The  schools  are 
very  good  on  the  whole.  That  kept  by  M.  F.  X.  David  is  excellent,  that  at  the 
convent  ranks  next.  The  Commissioners  do  not  visit  the  schools  often  enough. 
They  are  deficient  in  maps,  and  the  most  urgent  repairs  to  the  buildings 
are  not  attended  to.  The  children  manifest  increased  assiduity,  and  this  point 
gained,  if  it  only  last,  leads  me  to  augur  well  for  their  future  progress. 
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Despile  repeated  remonstrances,  the  Commissioners  do  not  exert  themselves 
to  collect  old  arrears  of  school  taxes  which  are  still  due,  the  sum  due  is  worth 
the  trouble.  I made  an  estimate  of  these  arrears,  they  amounted  in  the  month  July 
1856  to  £387  9s.  7|d.  It  is  true  the  Commissioners  owe  nothing,  but  ^ihey 
might  improve  their  buildings,  which  all  need  repair. 

Dissentient  school  in  Wesleyville. — 1 went  to  visit  this  school  on  the  8th  Dec., 
and  to  my  regret  I found  it  closed  ; Mr.  Kerr,  the  secretary-treasurer  was  absent. 

St.  Callixte  de  Kilkenny. — T am  unable  to  reach  this  municipality  unless 
in  winter;  and  even  then  with  difficulty,  and  with  a guide  I proceeded  thither  on 
9th  December  1856.  The  Commisssoners  have  erected,  near  the  Chapel,  a pretty 
house,  32  feet  by  22,  which  they  were  finishing.  It  is  the  only  one  they  have, 
and  is  the  best  building  in  th6  place.  The  Misses  Fournier  had  succeeded  tolerably 
well;  their  school  is  pretty  well  provided  with  furniture,  maps,  &c.  The  other 
two  are  poor  schools  ; and  the  best  we  can  say  of  them  is  that  they  will  I hope 
awaken  parents  from  the  apathy  in  which  they  are  at  present  plunged.  This 
apathy  is  not  surprising,  when  all  the  misery  which  reigns  here  is  taken  into 
consideration.  The  commissioners  books  are  pretty  well  kept.  They  still  owed 
on  their  new  building  a sum  of  £33  2s.  6d.  To  the  teachers  they  owed  merely 
the  current  quarter.  Their  share  of  the  supplementary  assistance  had  been 
of  great  service  to  them.  When  the  accounts  were  balanced,  it  was  found  that 
the  secretary  had  in  hand  at  my  last  visit  a sum  of  £4  Os.  2d. 

St.  Koch. — I visited  this  parish  on  the  22d  and  23d  June  1857.  Very  great 
changes  are  projected  in  this  municipality.  The  model  school  is  to  be  put  under 
the  direction  of  the  clerks  of  St.  Viateur,  and  the  girls,  school  (village)  is  to  be 
replaced  by  a convent  for  instruction,  the  building  for  which  is  already  erected.  > 
I shall  be  able  to  give  a more  detailed  account  of  these  two  institutions  in  my 
next  report.  Generally  speaking,  things  are  going  on  well  at  St.  Roch ; the 
salaries  of  the  teachers  are  reasonable  enough  ; but  here  as  elsewhere  the  neglect 
of  application  among  the  children  is  the  great  evil.  The  Commissioners  are 
very  well  disposed,  and  their  accounts  are  well  kept. 

Repentigny. — I visited  this  place  on  the  26lh  and  27th  February,  the  28th 
September,  and  the  22nd  December,  1857.  The  municipality  was  divided  into 
two,  last  summer.  Mr.  Gaudry  keeps  a very  good  school  there,  the  only  one  in 
the  parish,  since  the  separation  of  that  of  St.  Paul  L’Hermite. 

St.  Paul  L*Hermite. — This  division  of  the  parish  of  R(  pentigny  has  three 
districts  ; the  school  formerly  No.  4 (Presqu’ile)  is  very  indifferent.  The  Coiu- 
missioners  should  change  the  teacher  immediately.  The  other  schools  nearly 
opposite  the  site  of  the  projected  church  (little  village)  are  good,  as  the  master 
and  mistress  exert  themselves  and  succeed  in  proportion  to  their  efforts. 
They  are  in  need  of  geographical  maps. 

KEpiphanie.  — Notwithstanding  frequent  changes  of  teachers,  in  four 
out  of  the  five  districts  of  the  parish,  the  schools  are  very  far  from  being 
what  they  should,  and  what  they  might,  be.  However,  I hope  for  a change 
shortly.  The  Commissioners  begin  to  see  that  the  necessary  change  is  in  the 
salaries;  and  their  school  No.  1,  from  the  knowledge  I have  of  the  talents  of 
the  new  teacher  who  is  tolerably  well  paid,  will,  I hope,  convince  them  of  the 
truth  of  the  adage,  applicable  to  instruction  as  well  as  to  commerce,  that  “ for 
money  you  can  but  have  money’s  worth.” 

St.  Felix  de  Valois. — It  is  not  in  my  power  to  give  any  recent  details  con- 
cerning this  municipality.  My  last  visit  was  on  the  17th  March  last.  Only 
two  of  the  four  districts  in  the  parish  were  at  that  time  in  working  order, 
viz:  No.  1 and  No.  4.  In  each  of  these  there  were  about  80  children  attend- 
ing the  school ; lliis  is  far  loo  many  ; and  it  is  surprising  that  Mr.  Du- 
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charme  succeeds  so  well  in  these  two  districts  united  as  he  has  done.  No.  2 I 
and  No.  3 also  united  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Donaire  Bondy,  are  subject'  to  H 
the  same  inconvenience,  which  always  results  from  the  union  of  districts  formed  -II 
for  the  purpose  of  relieving  a poorer  by  a junction  with  a richer  one ; this  II 
last  school  has  over  80  pupils,  a number  much  too  great  for  the  powers  of  II 
Mr.  D.  B.  who  would  have  quite  enough  to  do  with  half  the  number.  It  re-  I 
quires  a good  deal  of  courage  to  undertake  to  teach  80  pupils,  and  to  clothe’  I 
and  provide  for  a family  of  eight  or  ten  children,  on  a salary  of  £35  a year.  I 
The  accounts  kept  by  Mr.  Crepeau  the  Secretary-Treasurer,  are  in  good  order. 

The  independent  school  of  the  range  of  Ramezay,  under  the  direction  of  Mr. 
Israel  Mathieu,  aud  which  takes  the  place  of  the  dissentient  school,  was  closed 
at  the  time  of  my  visit. 

St.  Jean  de  Matha. — Has  been  divided  into  two  districts  since  the  1st  De- 
cember 1856,  and  has  two  schools  in  operation,  one  near  the  chapel  and  the  other 
in  the  range  of  St.  Guillaume.  The  school  No.  1,  kept  by  Mr.  S.  Beaudoin,  at  a 
salary  of  £40  a year,  is  tolerable,  especially  when  compared  with  No.  2.  The 
account  books,  registers,  &c.,  of  the  Commissioners  are  small  books  composed  of 
loose  leaves,  for  which  they  have  promised  to  substitute  good  books  ; however, 
the  entries  seem  to  have  been  made  more  regulrrly  than  they  used  to  be.  Only 
the  school  house  No.  1,  belongs  to  the  Commissioners  ; No.  2,  is  rented.  The 
Commissioners  ought  to  sell,  (by  permission,)  the  old  school  house  which  used 
to  serve  for  the  whole  parish.  The  municipality  contains  130  children  of  ' 
an  age  to  attend  school.  Its  share  of  the  government  grant  is  £23  Is.  lOd.,  and 
notwithstanding  the  poverty  of  this  mountainous  region,  but  lately  clearly  by  the 
French  Canadians,  the  amount  paid  by  those  liable  to  be  taxed  is  £53  10s.  6Jd., 
which  is  in  proportion  to  their  means  much  more  than  many  a richer  community 
pays. 

St.  Gabriel  de  Brandon. — 1 visited  this  place  on  the  19th  March  1857.  Of 
the  five  districts  in  this  parish,  but  three  are  provided  with  schools.  District  No 
4,  had  not  yet  collected  its  funds  which  had  been  lent  for  four  years.  No.  2,  had 
as  yet  no  school;  the  teacher  Mr.  Morrison  had  sent  in  his  resignation  and  his 
successor  had  not  at  the  time  of  my  last  writ,  been  engaged.  The  schools  of  St. 
Gabriel  are  generally  inferior  ; I did  not  observe  any  remarkable  progress.  The 
account  books,  registers,  &c.,  have  not  been  kept  in  so  clear  and  intelligible  a 
manner  as  they  should  have  been,  and  this  has  caused  serious  difficulties  bet- 
ween the  Commissioners  and  their  Secretary,  Mr.  Giraudin,  at  the  auditing  of 
the  accounts.  The  Commissioners  will  have  trouble  in  overcoming  these  diffi- 
culties : but  zealous  as  I know  them  to  be,  they  must  succeed.  Mr.  C.  Piche 
has  succeeded  Mr.  Giraudin  as  Secretary.  The  amount  of  the  monthly  collection 
is  at  present  £32.  The  dissentient  school  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Maskinonge 
was  no  longer  in  operation. 

St.  Norbert. — I visited  this  place  on  the  19th  March  and  the  9th  October 
1857.  This  municipality  is  divided  into  three  districts.  District  No.  2,  on  the 
route  d’* Alfred  has  been  without  a school  since  last  March.  School  No.  1,  near 
the  chapel  is  kept  by  Mr.  Renaud  who  has  succeeded  Mile.  Chenevert : with  the 
exception  of  reading  which  is  tolerable,  no  progress  has  been  made.  The  school 
of  district  No.  3,  conducted  by  Mile  Philomene  Jacques  was  one  of  the  best. 

The  Commissioners  for  the  sake  of  a difference  of  £3  in  the  salary  have  sub- 
stituted Miss  Sophie  Lafond,  for  Miss  Jacques  ; I was  satisfied  at  the  last  exami- 
nation I held  there  in  October,  but  the  effect  of  the  previous  teacher’s  work  was 
still  apparent. 

St.  Culhhert.—  l visited  this  place  in  May  and  October  last.  During  two 
years,  of  seven  schools  included  in  this  municipality,  there  is  but  one  in  which  * 
there  has  been  no  change  of  teacher.  District  No.  2 has  had  five  masters  or 
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mistresses  within  the  year.  It  is  strange  to  see  how  party  spirit  interferes  with 
school  affairs  at  St.  Cuthbert;  I cannot,  however,  say  that,  as  a general  rule, 
affairs  are  badly  managed,  at  least  at  present.  School  No.  1,  conducted  by  Mr. 
Barret,  is  a good  one,  and  considering  the  importance  of  the  parish,  the  number 
of  pupils  and  the  good  state  of  the  school,  I purpose  shortly  to  consult  with  the 
Commissioners  as  to  establishing  a model  school,  a thing  greatly  desired  by  the 
principal  inhabitants.  District  No.  3 (Cote  St.  Therese)  is  unfortunate  ; I know 
no  district  where  there  is  a worse  school.  Mde.  Paquet’s  school  in  district  No. 
5,  is  pretty  good.  Nos.  6 and  7 have  very  ordinary  schools.  The  Commission- 
er’s accounts  are  very  well  kept.  They  are  not  in  debt,  but  there  are  arrears  due 
for  last  year  to  the  amount  of  £31  13s.  2Jd.  I wrote  to  the  Commissioners  to  pro- 
vide their  schools  better  with  benches,  tables,  and  maps;  some  require  repairs. 

Berl/iier,  (Parish) — I visited  this  parish  in  May,  and  a part  of  it  only  in 
October  last.  District  No.  1 possesses  a very  good  school.  The  four  other 
schools  are  tolerably  good ; there  is  general  progress,  but  not  to  the  same  extent 
by  any  means  as  might  be  expected,  in  so  intelligent  and  so  old  a parish  as  that 
of  Berthier.  Two  of  the  houses  have  been  repaired  ; but  most  of  them,  in  spite 
of  my  reiterated  recommendation,  are  in  want  of  geographical  maps.  Mde. 
Guerout’s  seminary  or  young  ladies’  boarding  school,  at  Fief  d’Autray,  still 
flourishes,  and  has  this  year  20  pupils. 

The  affairs  of  the  Commissioners  are  neither  clear  nor  prosperous.  They 
have  been  compelled,  to  borrow,  and  are  still  in  the  debt  of  several  of  their 
teachers  ; on  the  1st  July  last,  the  Dr.  exceeded  the  Cr.  £34  17s.  Id. 

Berthier^  (village)  —I  visited  the  village  in  May  and  October  last.  Th 
academy  has  been  closed  since  July  last.  Professor  Lavallee  had  in  May  three 
pupils  in  Latin  syntax,  seven  in  French  syntax,  six  in  English  syntax,  and  sixteen 
or  eighteen  in  the  elements  of  French.  The  total  and  usual  number  of  pupils  is 
thirty-two.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  authorities  of  the  academy,  have 
allowed  it  to  subside  into  desuetude,  for  it  would  have  been  most  useful  in  this 
part  of  the  country  which  is  so  far  removed  from  colleges.  I have  since  my  visit 
been  informed  that  influential  citizens  of  Berthier  were  energetically  striving  to 
set  it  again  in  operation. 

The  library  association  and  Institute  of  Berthier  are  in  a flourishing  condi- 
tion. The  directors  have  this  year  succeeded  in  raising  the  sum  of  $50 
towards  the  purchase  of  books. 

There  are  150  pupils  at  the  convent  of  Berthier.  I refer  to  my  report  of 
August  1856,  for  details  of  the  system  of  teaching  followed  in  this  institution, 
which  is  conducted  by  five  sisters  of  the  Congregation  of  Our  Lady. 

M . Heseltine,  at  a salary  of  £50,  is  the  teacher  of  the  dissentient  school. 
He  has  usually  thirty  two  pupils,  nine  of  whom  are  French  Canadians  and 
catholics  ; it  is  a good  school.  The  funds  raised  by  the  dissentients,  are  obtain- 
ed by  subscription. 

District  No.  1,  boy’s  school.  Mr.  L.  Derosiers  was  teacher  of  this  school  in 
March  last;  since  July  he  has  been  succeeded  by  Mr.  Paquet.  Notwithstanding 
all  the  trouble  which  Mr.  Paquet  gives  himself,  the  school  does  not  progress,  the 
pupils  will  not  listen  to,  nor  to  respect  their  teacher.  Three  of  the  commissioners 
who  accompanied  me  in  my  last  visit,  came  to  the  same  conclusion  with  me. 

In  school  district  No.  2,  Miss  M.  Bayeur  keeps  an  elementary  school  for 
young  children  of  both  sexes.  She  teaches  reading,  writing,  a little  grammar 
and  arithmetic,  but  chiefly  prayers  and  catechism. 

The  affairs  of  the  commissioners  for  the  village  of  Berthier  are  not  in  a 
much  better  state  than  those  of  the  parish  commissioners  : in  July  last  the 
liabilities  exceeded  the  assets  by  <£6  3s.  7Jd. 
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Isle  du  Fads — I visited  this  municipality  in  July  and  October  last.  L'lsU 
Su  Ignace  was  detached  from  this  municipality  in  July  1856,  and  forms  a separate 
municipality,  though  it  belongs  to  the  same  parish.  There  is  only  one  school 
in  the  municipality  ; Miss  Grinsell,  the  former  teacher  has  been  succeeded  by- 
Mr.  George  Marchessault.  There  is  no  progress  to  record,  except  perhaps  some 
little  as  regards  punctuality  in  the  school  attendance.  Mr.  Marchessault 
receives  a salary  of  ^50.  The  affairs  of  the  commissioners  are  kept  in  the 
most  regular  manner.  They  are  kept  by  Mr.  Filiatrault,  the  parish  priest,  who 
fills  gratuitously  the  office  of  secretary-treasurer.  He  has  on  hand  an  unappro- 
priated balance  of  ^33  11s.  2Jd.  No  debts. 

Isle  St.  Ignace — I visited  this  municipality  in  July  and  October  last.  Miss 
H.  Carrier,  the  teacher,  receives  a salary  of  ^£40.  With  the  exception  of 
writing,  in  which  a certain  degree  of  neatness  and  regularity  was  evident,  the 
school  offers  nothing  worthy  of  comment,  unless  it  be  the  lack  of  geographical 
maps  which  exists,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  I w^as  promised  them  a year 
ago.  The  Rev.  M.  Filiatrault  acts  as  secretary-treasurer  here  also,  and  gratui- 
tously ; he  had  a balance  in  hand'  of  ^35  9s.  5Jd. ; no  debts.  The  accounts 
are  kept  in  an  exemplary  manner. 

St.  Alehouse  de  Rodriguez — I visited  their  municipality  on  the  12th  March  last. 
Serious  complaints  were  lately  made  to  me  concerning  the  conduct  of  the  teacher 
belonging  to  district  No,  1,1  wrote  to  the  commissioners  on  the  subject.  I am  in- 
formed in  a letter  from  the  chairman  that  the  matter  has  been  arranged.  School 
No.  1 was  still  unprovided  with  a black-board  and  geographical  maps,  and  I saw  no 
evidence  of  real  progress.  M.  Rogan  is  too  much  occupied  with  matters  uncon- 
nected with  the  school  to  succeed,  as  might  be  hoped  from  his  talents.  The 
English  language  is  in  reality  the  only  one  taught,  notwithstanding  the  attempt 
to  teach  French  in  conjunction  with  it;  the  school  is  attended  by  twelve  French 
Canadians.  School  No.  2,  under  Mr.  Brault  and  an  assistant  teacher,  is  carried 
on  with  some  success.  In  school  No.  3,  under  Mrs.  McPhee,  both  languages  are 
taught.  Neither  of  them  with  success. 

The  secretary-treasurer,  Mr.  Luke  Corcoran,  furnished  his  accounts  in  July 
1855,  he  shewed  a balance  on  hand  of  ^£1  17s.  5^d. ; the  commissioners  and 
rate  payers  approved  of  them.  St.  Alphonse  is  a very  unfortunate  parish  ; the 
internal  dissensions  with  which  it  was  agitated  are  revived  at  every  election  of 
commissioners.  Election  contests  have  been  known  to  last  there  during  a 
whole  year.  At  the  present  time,  (December  1857)  every  thing  is  quiet 
enough,  as  I am  told  by  the  chairman  and  secretary-treasurer  of  the  board  of 
commissioners,  owing  to  the  zeal  of  Mr.  Pich^,  the  parish  priest,  and  the  gene- 
rosity of  different  individuals,  a public  library  of  130  volumes  lias  been  esta- 
blished at  St.  Alphonse. 

St.  Ambroise  de  Kildare. — I visited  this  parish  in  June  last.  In  seven  schools 
belonging  to  the  parish,  I remarked  scarcely  any  progress.  The  branches  taught 
are  only  those  required  for  mere  elementary  schools.  Mr.  St.  Andre,  of  school 
No.  4,  succeeds  exceedingly  well,  I noticed  some  progress  in  reading  and  writing 
at  the  convent  des  Dames  de  St.  Anne.  The  commissioners’  books  are  well 
kept  by  the  secretary-treasurer. 

The  dissentient  school  in  Kildare,  visited  in  March  and  J une  last.  My  visit 
in  March  occurred  at  the  time  of  vacation,  and  I was  unable  to  see  the  teacher 
in  June.  Since  my  appointment  as  inspector,  I have  as  yet  been  unable  to 
meet  the  pupils  of  this  school.  However,  I saw  the  chairman  of  the  board  of 
trustees  and  the  teacher,  Mr.  Stinson,  in  June  last ; the  average  number  of 
pupils  is  twenty.  No  register  or  book  of  accounts.  I have  been  promised 


179 


them.  No  debts  and  no  assessment.  The  equivalent  of  the  amount  here  re- 
ceived from  the  government  grant  is  made  up  by  voluntary  contributions. 

St.  Melanie  d^Aillehout. — Visited  on  15th  and  16th  March.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  the  school  under  Mr.  J.  Kobillard,  which  is  pretty  good,  the  schools  in 
Ste.  Melanie  are  very  inferior  and  unprogressive  ; they  are,  in  fact,  below  medio- 
crity in  some  instances.  The  slender  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  commissioners, 
which  they  must  distribute  amongst  five  schools,  would  not  enable  them  to 
offer  adequate  salaries  to  more  competent  teachers.  A more  competent  secretary- 
treasurer  might  no  doubt  be  found,  but  the  commissioners’  affairs  seem  to  me  to 
be  faithfully  managed. 

Ste.  Elizabeth. — I visited  this  locality  in  May  last.  Mr.  Geoffroy  who  holds 
a model-school  diploma,  keeps  one  of  the  best  schools  in  my  district,  in  section 
No.  1 ; besides  the  ordinary  branches  of  elementary  instruction,  he  also  teaches 
history  and  something  of  geometry.  The  school  in  range  No.  3,  (Ste.  Emilie) 
under  Mr.  Cadot  ranks  next ; he  teaches,  with  some  slight  difference,  the  same 
branches  as  Mr.  Geoffroy.  The  convent,  which  is  a house  of  education  and  an 
hospital  combined,  succeeds  well.  I saw  the  five  commissioners,  and  they  pro- 
mised me  to  visit  their  schools  more  frequently,  to  provide  them  with  black- 
boards and  geographical  maps,  and  to  make  some  pressing  repairs  which  I 
suggested  to  them.  The  other  schools  in  Ste.  Elizabeth  are  merely  elementary, 
and  are  tolerably  good. 

The  dissentients  were  not  to  be  found ; complaint  was  made  to  me,  that  they 
had  not  the  requisite  number  of  children  to  form  a separate  corporation.  The 
secretary-treasurer,  Mr.  McNichols,  had  lately  left  Ste.  Elizabeth^  to  reside  at  St. 
Hyacinthe.  He  has  been  succeeded  by  Mr.  Lacasse,  notary.  The  money  matters 
of  the  municipality  were  during  Mr.  McNichols  time,  in  a good  condition  and 
well  managed  ; I look  for  an  equally  satisfactory  result,  under  Mr.  Lacasse. 

Rawdon. — I visited  this  locality  in  December  1856,  and  March  1857.  I 
known  but  few  municipalities  where  everything  is  so  backward  as  here.  Party 
spirit  pervades  everything,  and  is  felt  even  in  the  administration  of  the  schools, 
that  is  to  say,  in  the  matter  from  which,  above  all  others,  it  should  be  excluded. 
The  schools  are  left  to  themselves,  and  generally  speaking  they  are  inferior ; not 
a single  one  of  them  can  be  classed  amongst  good  schools,  even  of  the  mere 
elementary  kind.  The  large  number  of  schools  required  for  this  mountainous 
country,  with  its  widely  scattered  population,  render  it  impossible  to  give  the 
teachers  more  than  a small  salary,  and  this  may  be  considered  a reasonable 
excuse.  I noticed  with  pleasure  that  most  of  the  schools  were  proficient  in 
reading. 

The  school -houses  are  far  from  being  in  a good  state,  particularly  Nos.  3,  4 
and  5 ; some  of  them  are  mere  cabins,  and  the  greater  number  are  unprovided 
with  necessary  furniture  and  geographical  maps. 

Mr.  Luke  Daly,  secretary-treasurer  to  the  school  commissioners,  keeps  their 
accounts  in  an  unexceptionable  manner. 

St.  Julienne  de  Rawdon. — I visited  this  locality  in  December  1856.  School 
No.  1 (heretofore  No.  1 of  St.  Elizabeth)  under  Mr.  De  Caussin,  is  an  exceedingly 
good  school : unfortunately  he  is  about  to  give  up  teaching,  with  the  consent  of 
the  commissioners.  In  section  No.  2 Mme.  Dupuis,  assisted  by  Mile. 
Teuker,  keeps  a school  for  both  languages  : the  attendance  is  small.  There 
is  a great  deal  of  poverty  in  this  section,  and  the  children  are  so  much 
wanted  at  home,  that  there  is  very  little  punctuality  in  attending  school.  School 
No.  3,  under  Mile.  Landreville,  holds  a middle  rank  between  the  other  two. 

Mr.  J.  E.  Beaupr6,  secretary-treasurer  to  the  school-commissioners,  manages 
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their  money  matters  exceedingly  well.  At  the  time  of  my  last  visit,  the  com- 
missioners owed  a sum  of  <£80  on  their  school  buildings,  which,  particularly 
Nos.  1 and  3,  are  a credit  to  them. 

St,  Esprit.— Y [sited  in  December  1856.  With  the  exception  of  the  excellent 
school  (No.  1)  under  Mr.  Lamarche,  the  schools  in  St  Esprit  are  very  poor.  School 
No.  3,  in  particular,  had  been  neglected,  and  I refused  to  grant  premiums  in 
No.  2,  for  lack  of  improvement.  The  commissioners  have  been  notified.  The 
majority  of  the  schools  lack  the  most  indispensable  requisites,  such  as  black- 
boards and  geographical  maps.  The  secretary-treasurer  keeps  the  commissioners 
accounts  in  an  orderly  manner,  but  their  affairs  are  far  from  prosperous.  They 
still  owe  £108,  for  teacher’s  salary,  and  borrowed  money. 

St.  Jacques — I visited  this  municipality  in  February  last.  In  St.  Jacques 
there  are  8 sections  and  one  convent.  The  schools  are  not  all  good,  in  fact,  with 
th  e exception  of  school  No  1,  the  convent,  and  schools  No.  5 and  6,  they  are  very 
inferior.  The  school  in  section  No.  8 (lake  Ouareau)  was  suspended  for  some  time, 
after  my  last  visit,  by  order  of  the  commissioners  ; I also  received  complaints 
concerning  the  negligence  of  the  teacher.  I know  of  no  schools  in  which  the 
children  are  less  punctual  in  their  attendance  than  those  in  school  section, 

No.  3.  The  accounts  of  the  secretary-treasurer  are  well  kept ; but  at  the  time  of 
my  visit,  the  commissioners  were  still  greatly  in  arrears  in  collecting  the  rates. 

St.  Charles  Borromee. — I visited  this  municipality  in  January  last ; the  parish 
was  divided,  by  a resolution  of  the  20th  of  August,  1856,  into  new  sections ; 
there  are  two  additional  sections,  which  are  as  yet  unprovided  with  schools.  In 
January  last,  the  school  belonging  to  section  No.  2,  was  removed  from  la  cote  | 

Petite  Chaloupe,  to  la  cote  Julie  ; this  was  exchanging  a very  good  school-house  I 

for  a very  miserable  cabin.  Mr.  Rousseau  of  this  school  has  84  names  entered  I 

on  his  journal ; out  of  this  number  he  has  never  had  more  than  40  in  attendance, 
and  this  may  be  all  the  better,  for  the  school-room  is  so  small,  that  I really  do 
not  know  where  he  could  put  the  others.  G-enerally  speaking,  only  five  children 
from  Petite  Chaloupe  attend  ; the  school  is  only  a primary  one,  and  is  unprovided 
with  geographical  maps.  The  convent  and  the  English  school  attached  to  it  are 
in  a prosperous  state.  There  are  in  all  139  pupils,  of  whom  only  100  are  under 
the  control  of  the  commissioners,  there  are  24  at  the  boarding  school ; 15  attend 
the  English  school.  I have  no  new  details  regarding  Joliette  college,  the  number 
of  pupils  is  the  same  as  last  year  ; this  establishment  is  in  a flourishing  condition.  j 

The  school,  conducted  by  two  clerks  of  St.  Viateur^  and  under  the  control  of  I 

the  commissioners,  is  entirely  elementary,  and  is  rather  inferior  ; but  I find  that 
the  lack  of  progress  which  I remarked  arises  chiefly  from  frequent  absences  on  the 
part  of  the  children.  This  school  is  also  in  want  of  geographical  maps.  The  | 
accounts  of  the  commissioners  seem  to  me  to  be  kept  carefully  enough.  They 
owe  nothing.  By  a resolution  of  the  27th  September,  1856,  the  monthly  fees 
have  been  fixed  at  the  lowest  sum  allowed  by  law. 

Lavaltrie — I visited  this  locality  in  May  last.  There  are  four  elementary 
schools,  in  which  the  children  make  no  progress.  The  affairs  of  the  commission- 
ers had  been  neglected,  but  they  are  now  on  a good  footing,  at  least  as  far  as  I I 
can  judge.  The  secretary-treasurer  is  zealous,  and  the  schools  have  been  well 
provided  with  furniture  and  geographical  maps.  The  commissioners,  provide  the 
pupils  with  all  necessary  books.  Nothing  is  wanting  but  more  competent  male  or 
female  teachers,  to  make  everything  go  on  well  in  this  municipality;  for  I think  the  | 
parents  would  then  remark  some  improvement  in  their  children  and  would  send 
them  to  school  with  more  regularity.  The  school-houses  are  fine  buildings,  and 
with,  one  exception  (la  Petite  Riviiire),  belong  to  the  commissioners. 
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St,  Alexis, — I visited  a portion  of  this  municipality  in  February,  and  the 
remainder  in  March  last.  There  are  four  sections,  and  only  two  out  of  the  four 
schools  are  passably  good,  namely : those  in  sections  No.  1 and  2,  the  others  are 
in  a pitiable  state,  and  especially  No.  3,  the  mistress  of  which  is  but  little  better 
informed  than  her  pupils ; and  I ca,nnot  understand  how  she  came  to  get  a 
diploma.  The  rate-payers  in  this  section  are  poor ; so  much  so,  that,  in  some 
cases,  the  children,  being  stinted  for  time  and  clothes,  attend  school  only 
in  fine  weather,  and  when  there  is  nothing  to  be  done  at  home.  I have  been 
asking  for  geographical  maps  for  the  last  two  years,  and  the  commissioners  do  not 
grant  them.  The  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  commissioners  are  in  a satisfactory 
condition ; they  owe  nothing.  The  fee  has  been  fixed  at  3s.  for  every  child,  of 
age  to  attend  school. 

St,  Barthelemy. — The  schools  in  St.  Barthelemy  have  been  greatly  improved 
this  year.  Out  of  the  six  schools  in  operation,  belonging  to  this  municipality,  I 
know  but  one  in  which  the  teacher  is  a person  of  little  capacity,  that  is  the 
school  in  section  6.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  they  have  not  all  as  yet  been 
furnished  with  black-boards  and  geographical  maps  ; I have  been  promised  them. 
Sections  1,  3 and  4,  have  elementary  schools  which  I consider  worthy  of  the  first 
rank  amongst  those  in  my  district;  the  children,  especially  in  school  No.  1,  have 
made  remarkable  progress.  No,  3 has  done  but  little  during  the  past  year,  but 
the  mistress  at  present  in  charge  is  usually  very  successful.  The  commissioners 
have  rebuilt  the  school  in  section  No.  6,  (north) ; the  other  buildings  are  good 
houses.  They  have  increased  the  salaries  of  most  of  the  (male  and  female) 
teachers.  Serious  illness  on  the  part  of  the  secretary-treasurer,  prevented  me 
from  ascertaining  the  condition  of  the  monetary  affairs  of  the  commissioners. 

St.  Liguori, — This  locality  is  now  divided  into  four  sections,  in  place  of  2 
as  hitherto.  Section  No.  1,  in  which  there  was  but  one  school  for  both  sexes,  is 
now  provided  with  a separate  school  for  girls.  The  village  of  Montcalm  also 
forms  a new  section.  1 fund  a great  deal  of  difficulty  in  St.  Liguori,  from  the 
continual  struggle  going  on  between  the  two  parties  in  the  municipality.  Matters 
have  improved  at  present,  but  all  is  not  right  as  yet ; for  the  4 schools  in  the 
parish  are  very  inferior,  particularly  the  girls’  school  (No.  2) ; the  teacher  was  to 
be  changed.  Mr.  Eenaud,  notary,  has  taken  the  place  of  an  incompetent  secre- 
tary, and  I trust  all  will  be  right  for  the  future. 

St,  Paul  de  Lavaltrie. — There  is  a great  deal  of  trouble  at  St.  Paul,  regard- 
ing the  management  of  the  commissioners’  affairs.  The  pupils  attending  the 
school  in  section  No.  1,  in  the  parish  still  make  but  little  progress  ; the  school 
in  section  No.  4 (Lake  Ouareau)  is  better  managed ; the  commissioners  have 
changed  the  teacher  (female),  and  I think  they  will  have  no  cause  to  regret  hav- 
ing done  so.  The  business  of  selecting  a teacher  prevented  the  parents  from  sending 
their  children  to  the  school,  during  the  whole  of  last  winter ; in  place  of  17 
pupils,  the  maximum  attendance  last  winter,  there  were  as  many  as  43  in 
December  last.  There  is  far  less  punctuality  in  the  school  attendance  than  there 
might  be ; but  if,  as  I hope,  the  teacher  continues  to  merit  the  confidence  of  the 
parents,  she  will  succeed. 

The  clcrcs  de  St.  Viateur  (section  No.  1,  near  the  church)  have  been  replaced 
by  a lay  teacher,  Mr.  Eenaud.  The  model  school  for  girls,  conducted  by  <he 
nuns,  has  a good  number  of  pupils. 

In  St.  Paul  the  people  are  zeidous  in  behalf  of  education. 

St.  Sidpice. — I visited  this  locality  in  February  and  June,  1857.  At  the 
time  of  my  visit  in  February,  the  schools  were  in  vacation.  In  June  last,  I found 
a new  teacher  in  school  No.  1,  in  place  of  Mr.  T.  Michon,  who  has  gis^en  up 
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teaching.  I was  not  pleased  with  the  result  of  my  examination  in  June ; I found 
no  improvenient,  and  the  teacher  must  be  very  active  in  order  to  succeed,  as  the 
number  of  his  pupils  is  large,  amounting  at  times  to  83.  The  school  in  section 
No.  2 (Mr.  St.  Jean  teacher),  is  a proof  of  what  labour  and  perseverance  can 
accomplish. 

St.  Thomas. — I visited  this  locality  in  February  and  April.  There  is  not  a 
single  school  worthy  notice  of  in  St.  Thomas.  They  are  very  inferior,  and  the  reason 
is  evident : lack  of  diligence  and  capacity  on  the  part  of  the  teachers.  I drew  the 
attention  of  the  commissioners  to  the  fact,  and  urged  them  also  to  visit  their 
schools  frequently.  When  the  teachers  and  pupils  feel  that  they  are  closely 
watched,  they  will  no  doubt  do  better. 

Lanoraie. — There  are  5 schools  in  this  municipality.  In  school  No.  1,  I 
found  no  improvement.  School  No.  2,  for  girls,  but  little  evidence  of  progress, 
except  in  writing.  School  No.  4 (Bois  d’Autray),  a little  school  in  which  I 
never  found  any  but  small  children  whom  their  parents  send  there  when  they 
oan  be  of  no  service  at  home.  School  No.  3,  no  progress,  except  in  writing,  and 
even  that  but  slight.  In  school  No.  5,  Mile.  R.  Dugas  has  succeeded  Mile.  A.  ^ 
Hervieux.  ' ^ 

There  is  also  a Mechanic’s  Institute  and  reading  room  in  Lanoraie.  ‘The 
secretary-treasarer  has  procured  new  books,  and  keeps  them  in  pretty  good 
order ; the  commissioners  owe  nothing. 

IJAssomption  (parish). — Visited  in  March,  May,  and  December  1857.  The 
parish  is  divided  into  6 sections,  with  six  elementary  schools,  none  of  which 
offer  any  thing  worthy  of  remark,  in  the  way  of  progress.  The  houses  are  well 
kept  and  provided  with  furniture,  tables  and  geographical  maps  ; the  average  of 
the  salaries  is  only  <£25.  It  is  not  a very  tempting  sum  for  first  class  teachers, 
consequently  there  are  some  rather  inferior  ones  in  the  parish.  The  secretary- 
treasurer,  Mr.  Martel,  keeps  the  accounts  of  the  municipality  in  a manner  which 
cannot  be  surpassed. 

There  is  a public  library  in  the  parish,  containing  about  800  volumes,  and 
an' Institute  with  21  active,  and  18  honorary,  members,  a library  of  100  volumes, 
receiving  seven  journals. 

UAssomption  (village). — In  this  municipality,  there  is  one  school ; the  course 
of  instruction  consists  merely  of  the  branches  given  in  ordinary  elementary 
schools.  Mr.  Contant  works  and  succeeds  well.  The  elementary  school  for  boys, 
under  the  same  roof  as  the  model  school,  is  conducted  by  Mr.  Lippe  who  is  very 
successful.  There  is  also  an  elementary  school  for  the  younger  children,  con- 
ducted by  Mile.  Fr.  Gruyon  Lemoine,  who  has  13  pupils. 

The  college  of  V Assomption  continues  to  flourish.  I am  informed  that  this 
institution  has  about  170  pupils. 

The  Convent  is  in  a prosperous  state.  The  religious  ladies  by  whom  it  is 
conducted  have  this  autumn  laid  the  foundation  of  a new  wing  to  their  build- 
ing, on  ground  given  them  by  the  parish  priest,  Mr.  Dorval.  There  are  80 
pupils ; my  last  report  contains  very  full  details,  regarding  the  branches  there 
taught : 
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Comparative  statement  of  progress,  from  July  1856,  to  July  1857. 


In 

1856. 

In 

1857. 

Increase 

In 

1857. 

Number  of  pupils  attending  colleges 

315 

341 

26 

Number  of  pupils  attending  institutions  of  all  kinds. . 

mo 

8179 

469 

Number  of  pupils  reading  from  ABO,  to  fluent 
reading 

1708 

1818 

110 

Number  of  pupils  reading  fluently 

1780 

1867 

87 

Number  of  pupils  reading  well 

2056 

2264 

208 

Number  of  pupils  learning  writing 

2546 

2748 

202 

Number  of  pupils  learning  the  compound  rules 

719 

879 

160 

Number  of  pupils  learning  geography. 

840 

858 

18 

Number  of  pupils  learning  French  grammar 

1406 

1650 

244 

Number  of  pupils  learning  English  G-rammar 

93 

136 

43 

Number  of  pupils  learning  methodical  grammar 

206 

272 

66 

Amount  paid  by  rate-payers 

£3185  18  5i 

£3465  12  llij  £279  14  6i 

Extracts  from  a rejport  of  Mr.  Inspector  Bardy. 


Generally  speaking,  the  schools  work  well ; the  system  of  distributing 
prizes  seems  to  have  excited  a great  spirit  of  emulation  among  the  pupils.  In 
a great  many  schools  I was  obliged  to  draw  lots  amongst  6,  10,  12,  or  even  20 
children  , in  order  to  decide  which  of  them  should  have  the  prize  ; sometimes  I 
sold  a book  by  auction  and  knocked  it  down  to  the  highest  bidder,  the  price  being 
several  thousand  good  marks  ; how  many  times  have  I been  a gratified  witness 
of  their  evident  joy  or  regret,  when  distributing  these  prizes,  especially  when 
chance  was  to  point  out  the  victors. 

I am  happy  to  state  that  almost  all  the  teachers  have  taken  pains  to  exer- 
cise their  pupils  in  orthography  and  parsing,  Greater  progress  has  also  been 
exhibited  in  arithmetic  ; reading  and  writing  have  been  much  better  attended  to  ; 
I have  also  remarked  a much  greater  punctuality  in  school  attendance. 

But  while  the  greater  part  of  the  teachers  do  everything  in  their  power  to 
improve  their  pupils  in  knowledge  and  in  virtue,  the  same  cannot  be  said  of  all 
the  commissioners  ; for,  in  some  of  the  school  municipalities,  they  want  to  give  out 
their  schools  to  the  lowest  bidder,  preferring  elementary  schools  of  the  mos 
inferior  description  to  well-managed  academies,  and  intending  forsooth,  to  appro- 
priate among  the  different  sections  the  ^£50  granted  by  the  Legislature  for  their 
superior  school,  diminishing,  by  so  much,  the  tax  imposed  upon  the  rate- 
payers. 

I do  everything  in  my  power  to  rectify  errors  of  this  kind,  by  urging  on 
every  occasion  that  the  school  law  must  be  carried  out  liberally  and 
faithfully,  inasmuch  as  the  improvement  and  welfare  of  the  children  are  at  stake  ; 
and  I take  advantage  of  every  opportunity  to  set  forth  the  solid  and  invaluable 
benefits  certain  to  result  from  the  proner  working  and  prudent  administration  of 
the  schools. 

However,  I have  generally  found  it  impossible  to  meet  those  commis- 
sioners, who,  taking  no  manner  of  interest  in,  and  attaching  no  importance  or  value 
whatever  to,  the  education  of  the  children  in  their  municipality,  join  themselves 
to  the  perpetual  malcontents,  in  order  to  impede  the  course  which  has  been 
adopted,  and  to  prevent  the  good  intended  to  be  done,  in  their  respective  school 
sections. 


I use  every  possible  opportunity  to  impress  upon  them  how  necessary  it 
is,  that  their  proceedings  should  be  marked  with  unanimity  ; that  they  should  take 
pn  interest  in  visiting  the  schools  and  dispensing  judicious  advice,  in  order  to 
aromote  their  proper  management  and  the  continued  improvement  of  the  children; 
that  they  should  seek,  rather  than  avoid,  a meeting  with  the  inspector,  at  tha 
time  of  his  visits,  in  order  to  obtain  useful  and  indispensable  information. 

Having  learned  from  experience  how  to  judge  of  men  and  things,  I cannot 
hesitate,  in  view  of  my  responsibility,  to  apply  a remedy  to  the  abuses  which 
ignorance  and  stinginess  are  continually  endeavoring  to  introduce  into  the  school 
municipalities,  to  the  injury  of  sound  education,  especially  in  relation  to  money 
contributions  ; and  I have  frequently  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  my  advice  prevail, 
and  produce  happy  fruits,  and  in  many  cases  re-establish  order  and  harmony. 

A word  now,  as  to  each  of  the  school  municipalities,  following  the  order  of 
my  tour  of  inspection. 

COUNTY  OF  MONTMORENCY. 

8t.  Laurent — Some  of  the  children  here  are  pretty  far  advanced,  especially  at 
the  central  school,  in  which  instruction  is  given  not  only  in  arithmetic,  grammar 
and  parsing,  but  also  in  book  keeping.  The  commissioners  have  merited  and 
roceived  my  thanks  and  praise,  as  also  the  rate-payers  in  section  No.  3,  for  the 
erection  of  a pretty  school-house,  built  at  my  suggestion. 

St.  Jean — The  schools  work  well,  and  that  in  No.  1,  under  M.  Mignault, 
has  formed  pupils  who  give  proofs  of  knowledge  and  progress  in  bookkeeping, 
the  use  of  the  globes,  the  higher  rules  of  arithmetic,  etc.,  and  I had  the  plea- 
sure of  crowning  several  of  the  pupils,  as  a reward  for  epistolary  composition 
made  by  them  in  my  presence,  on  subjects  which  I had  suggested. 

St.  Frangois — The  two  schools  in  operation  here,  do  not  make  as  much 
progress  as  might  be  desired,  in  consequence  of  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
parents  in  not  sending  the  children  with  regularity. 

Ste.  Famille — Les  Smirs  de  la  Congregation^  at  la  Sainte  Famille,  teach  their 
pupils  with  success,  grammar,  parsing,  rhetoric  and  epistolary  composition ; also, 
domestic  economy,  embroidery,  sewing  and  knitting.  The  boys’  school  in  this 
municipality  has  made  progress,  in  all  the  branches  of  elementary  instruction, 
since  my  last  visit. 

St.  Pierre — The  three  schools  here  in  operation  are  very  well  kept,  and  I 
have  pleasure  in  stating  that  two  female  teachers  belonging  to  this  parish 
were  found  to  have  merited  their  diplomas,  at  their  examination  in  March  last. 

Chateau- Richer — The  three  teachers,  one  male  and  two  female,  in  Chdteau- 
Richer  evince  great  activity  in  instructing  their  pupils,  who  are  also  indebted 
for  their  improvement  to  the  enlightened  solicitude  of  their  commissioners, 
headed  by  the  zealous  parish  priest,  the  Rev.  E.  Parent. 

Ste.  Anne — At  St.  Anne,  one  of  the  female  teachers.  Mile.  Yallde,  is  exceed- 
ingly competent,  and  continues,  as  heretofore,  to  make  her  pupils  advance  as 
rapidly  as  possible. 

Si.  Joachim. — The  two  schools  in  St.  Joachim  are  conducted  on  a good  foot- 
ing, and  particularly  that  in  section  No.  1,  in  which  the  teacher  has  too  many 
pupils. 

St.  Fer^ol, — The  single  school  in  St.  Fdreol,  works  well  enough,  notwith- 
standing the  poverty  of  the  locality,  and  taking  into  account  the  short  time  it 
has  been  in  operation. 

Ange-Gardien. — The  commissioners  are  exceedingly  zealous  and  watch  over 
their  three  schools  with  all  possible  care.  The  schools  work  well,  especially  the 
centre  one,  which  is  under  a very  competent  teacher 
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COUNTY  OF  PORTNEUF. 

Ste.  Catherine. — Has  four  schools  in  operation  ; they  would  work  properly, 
if  it  were  possible  to  persuade  the  people  that  the  only  means  of  removing  the 
obstacles  retarding  the  education  of  their  children,  is  to  establish  the  assess- 
ment as  the  law  requires. 

St.  Raymond. — In  St.  Raymond,  notwithstanding  the  poverty  of  the  rate 
payers,  they  have  at  heart  the  edncation  of  their  children  ; and,  generally  speak- 
ing, their  three  schools  work  well. 

St.  Bazile. — There  are  two  Schools  in  St.  Bazile,  one  of  which  is  attended 
by  Irish  children,  and  the  other  by  Canadian  children ; notwithstanding  the 
poverty  of  the  people,  these  two  schools  are  passably  good. 

Cajp  Sante. — There  are  seven  schools  in  Cap  Sante,  and  most  of  them  are 
well  managed ; the  school  in  No.  7,  under  Mr.  and  Mme.  Lesroches,  is  an  honor 
to  them  ; the  children  answer  well  in  parsing  and  geography,  are  acquainted 
with  book-keeping,  and  translate  from  English.  Some  of  the  pupils  in  school 
No.  1,  under  Mr.  Gaudry  translate  English  well,  and  have  a good  knowledge  of 
arithmetic. 

Grondines. — There  are  here  five  schools  in  operation,  three  of  which  work 
pretty  well.  The  commissioners  had  a great  many  difficulties  to  overcome,  in 
the  matter  of  engaging  teachers,  owing  to  the  rate-payers  interfering  too  much 
in  the  management  of  the  Schools. 

Deschambault. — I found  all  the  schools  in  Deschambault  on  a good  footing. 
The  male  and  female  teachers  seem  to  rival  one  another  in  zeal.  In  Mr.  Rouleau’s 
school,  in  particular,  are  to  be  seen  children  remarkable  for  good  conduct,  profi- 
ciency in  arithmetic  and  parsing,  and  for  their  beautiful  writing. 

The  superior  school  under  Mr.  Belleau  has  progressed  as  heretofore,  and 
his  pupils  gave  me  evidence  of  their  proficiency  in  arithmetic  and  wrote  some 
capital  epistolary  compositions  in  my  presence. 

St.  Casimir. — The  schools  in  St.  Casimir  go  on  improving,  and  I remarked 
a degree  of  progress  since  my  last  visit. 

Ecureuils. — In  the  only  school  belonging  to  this  locality,  I was  sorry  to  find 

the  children  were  in  want  of  books  and  other  necessaries  ; nevertheless  the 
her  performs  his  duty  faithfully. 

St.  Augustin. — Here  there  are  4 schools  on  a good  footing.  The  children  in 
Nos.  2,  3,  and  4 are  progressing  in  grammar  and  arithmetic.  But  the  attend- 
ance at  School  No.  1,  is  so  small  that  I consider  as  lost  the  time  and  money 
spent  upon  it.  ' 

Pointe-aux-Tremhles. — The  four  schools  Pointe-aux-TremUes  are  well  orga- 

nized. In  that  of  Mr.  Labranche,  No.  3,  besides  the  branches  required  for  ele- 
mentary schools,  mensuration  is  taught  with  success.  In  school  No.  1,  Mr. 
Blumhart  teaches  English  as  well  as  French  to  several  of  his  pupils  ; writing  is 
attended  to. 

Cap  Rouge. — A large  number  of  children  attend  the  school,  and  receive  in- 
ction  in  both  languages. 

COUNTY  OF  QUEBEC. 

Beauport. — Here  are  five  schools  under  control.  I found  them  in  gene- 
ral well  conducted,  and  I am  happy  to  say  that  the  progress  of  the  pupils  is 
owing  in  a great  degree  to  the  active  and  enlightened  zeal  of  the  Rev.  parish 
priest  of  the  place. 
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Ancienhe  Lorette,' — The  six  schools  here  in  operation,  are  conducted  in  a 
satisfactory  manner.  In  schools  Nos.  1,2  and  S,  the  children  shew  great  willing- 
ness, and  are  improving  rapidly  in  parsing,  grammar,  arithmetic  and  writing. 

St.  Dunstan. — Here  is  one  school  under  control  which  has  made  some  pro- 
gress. The  other,  a Protestant  school,  has  been  independent  since  last  summer, 
not  having  the  number  of  students  which  the  law  requires. 

Charleshourg. — The  five  schools  in  Charlesbourg  are  well  managed,  and  es- 
pecially those  under  Messrs.  Vallieres  and  Blais,  and  Mile.  Paradis.  The  pupils 
of  the  first  mentioned  answer  well  in  grammar,  English  and  arithmetic.  Those 
of  the  last  do  exceedingly  well  in  parsing  and  arithmetic. 

Ste.  Foye. — The  school  under  Mr.  Lionnais,  at  Ste.  Foye,  is  kept  on  an  ex- 
cellent footing.  In  addition  to  French,  the  pupils  are  instructed  in  English 
translation,  and  apply  themselves  with  emulation  to  learn  well.  The 
dissentient  school  has  made  some  progress,  and  at  my  last  visit  the  pupils 
underwent  with  credit  a severe  examination  in  reading,  arithmetic  and  parsing. 
The  course  of  instruction  is  altogether  English. 

St.  Columhan. — I examined  the  , pupils  of  the  academy,  and  found  them 
proficient  in  mathematics,  arithmetic,  composition  and  the  use  of  the  globes. 
The  pupils  of  the  schools,  under  the  Misses  Miller  and  Wickstead,  gave  proof 
of  progress  in  French  and  English,  and  the  writing  was  in  general  good  in  these 
schools. 

St.  Amhroise. — The  schools  are  well  managed  ; but  the  progress  made  in  the 
centre  school,  under  the  Misses  Dubuc  is  astonishing;  the  children  answer  cor- 
rectly in  history,  geography  and  grammar  ; they  also  read,  write  and  compose  well. 

La  Banlieue  de  St.  Roch. — There  are  two  schools,  one  of  which  under  the 
Soeurs  de  la  Congregation^  is  for  girls  ,and  is  divided  into  three  classes ; the  pupils 
are  making  daily  progress.  The  other  is  a boys’  school  held  in  the  village  of 
St.'Angele. 

Stoneham. — There  is  a Protestant  school  in  this  locality  which  is  beginning 
to  make  shme  progress. 

CITY  OF  QUEBEC. 

Cap  Blanc. — The  Christian  Brothers  have  four  classes,  three  in  English  and 
one  in  French.  In  the  first  English  class,  the  pupils  learn  arithmetic,  geography 
and  the  use  of  the  globes.  The  other  two  English  classes  and  the  French  class 
are  in  a fair  way  of  progress.  In  the  same  place,  the  sisters  of  Charity  keep  an 
English  class  and  a French  class  ; the  pupils,  especially  in  the  English  class, 
excel  in  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  geography  and  vocal  music. 

Faubourg  St.  Jean. — The  Soeurs  de  la  Charite  hold  six  classes  in  their  fine 
convent  on  the  glacis,  four  for  French  and  two  for  English.  Their  pupils,  as 
you  remarked  on  the  occassion  when  I had  the  honor  to  accompany  you  in  your 
visit  to  that  institution,  with  Mr.  Cremazie  and  the  Keverend  Mr.  Horan,  have 
given  proof  of  progress  in  reading,  writing,  recitation  of  history,  arithmetic, 
parsing,  geography,  &c. 

Your  yourself,  sir,  were  enabled  during  your  visit  to  the  establishment  of 
the  Christian  Brothers,  on  the  glacis,  to  judge  of  the  progress  of  the  pupils,  by 
their  satisfactory  replies  on  th^e  different  branches  taught  in  this  institution: 
mathematics,  geometry,  trigonometry,  mensuration,  algebra,  the  use  of  the 
globes,  linear  drawing,  book  keeping,  &c. 

Faubourg  St.  Louis. — The  six  classes  in  the  establishment  du  Bon  Pasteur 
are  well  managed,  and  the  pupils  make  wonderful  progress  in  grammar,  history, 
geography,  arithmetic,  reading  and  writing,  the  latter  of  which  is  very  well 
attended  to. 
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Faubom'g  St.  Roch. — Here  the  Brothers  have  nine  classes,  in  which  the 
pupils  receive,  in  addition  to  elementary  instruction,  lessons  in  the  art  of  letter- 
writing,  book  keeping,  algebra,  geometry,  linear  drawing,  parsing,  astronomy, 
chemistry,  mensuration,  the  use  of  the  globes,  &c.  At  my  last  visit,  in  company 
with  the  Rev.  parish  priest,  Mr.  Vallee,  one  of  the  Commissioners,  Mr.  Juneau, 
a professor  in  the  Normal  school,  and  Mr.  Dion  a teacher  in  St.  Roch,  I was 
delighted,  as  were  also  these  gentlemen,  to  hear  the  pupils  answer,  with  great 
precision  and  ability,  our  different  questions,  on  French  and  English  grammar, 
arithmetic  and  geography,  and  solve,  in  an  instant,  problems  of  some  difficulty. 

Mr.  Dugal,  in  faubourg  St.  J ean,  and  Mr.  Dion,  in  St.  Roch’s,  conduct  their 
elementally  schools,  which  are  also  under  the  control  of  the  Commissioners, 
with  great  success,  and  teach  all  the  branches  required  by  law. 

In  the  Lower  Town,  Miss  Brophy  keeps  a school  which  is  attended  by  only 
a small  number  of  children,  most  of  whom  are  in  want  of  books  and  other  necessary 
matters. 


Extracts  Jrom  the  Report  of  Mr.  Inspecteur  CiMON. 

Escoumains. — There  is  a school  divided  into  six  classes  in  this  municipality. 
This  remote  municipality  is  poor,  the  school  is  ill  furnished  with  books  and 
stationery,  the  pupils  display,  but  little  assiduity ; several  of  the  children,  how- 
ever, in  the  first  class  read  and  write  passably  well,  and  are  acquainted  with 
arithmetic,  as  far  as  compound  subtraction. 

St.  Fidele. — This  municipality  is  divided  into  two  sections.  There  is  a 
school  in  each.  The  teacher  in  school  section  No.  1,  holds  a diploma.  He 
divides  the  school  into  three  classes ; and  teaches  grammar,  writing,  reading  and 
arithmetic.  I gave  two  prizes  in  this  school.  The  other  school  has  a teacher 
who  holds  a diploma  ; he  divides  his  school  into  four  classes  ; in  the  first,  the 
children  read  well  enough.  Here,  also,  I gave  two  prizes. 

Malhaie. — In  this  municipality,  there  are  only  three  sections  in  active  oper- 
ation ; in  the  first  there  is  a school  for  boys  and  one  for  the  girls.  The' boys’  school 
is  intrusted  to  a teacher  holding  a model  school  diploma.  In  the  first  class,  the 
children  read  very  well  in  French,  and  pretty  well  in  English  ; they  parse  well 
and  almost  all  of  them  have  learned  arithmetic  in  all  its  parts,  and  are  beginning 
to  learn  book  keeping.  They  have  also  commenced  geography ; but  unfortu 
nately  the  Commissioners  have  not  as  yet  thought  proper  to  provide  them  with 
maps.  The  girls’  school  is.  under  a female  teacher,  who  is  competent  enough, 
but  has  no  diploma  as  yet.  The  children  of  the  first  class  read  very  well,  parse 
well,  write  pretty  well,  have  learned  something  of  geography,  arithmetic  as  far 
as  the  rule  of  interest  inclusively,  the  history  of  Canada,  and  sacred  and  Roman 
history.  I gave  four  prizes  in  the  first,  and  three  in  the  second,  of  these  classes. 
There  is  also  in  this  section  an  independent  school,  in  which  the  English  lan- 
guage is  the  only  one  taught.  In  section  No.  2,  there  is  only  an  independent 
school,  which  is  under  a tolerably  competent  female  teacher.  The  teacher  in 
section  No.  4,  holds  a diploma  and  keeps  a good  school.  In  the  highest  class, 
the  pupils  read  and  parse  exceedingly  well,  and  have  learned  the  geography  of 
America  ^ and  arithmetic.  I gave  two  prizes.  There  were  only  five  or  six 
children  in  school  No.  5,  at  the  time  of  my  visit,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of 
scarlatina. 

Ste.  Agnh. — There  are  three  schools  in  this  municipality.  I was  enabled 
to  visit  but  two  of  them,  the  other  was  in  vacation.  The  teacher  in  section  No. 
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2,  is  a young  girl  who  holds  no  diploma ; she  has  succeeded  in  keeping  a pretty 
good  school.  The  pupils  in  the  first  class  read  pretty  well,  and  have  learned 
something  of  grammar,  sacred  history,  geography,  and  arithmetic.  The  teacher 
in  section  No.  4,  is  also  unprovided  with  a diploma.  The  same  branches  are 
taught ; some  of  the  childi’en  write  pretty  well,  but  their  copy  books  are  badly 
kept.  I gave  three  premiums. 

tSf.  Irenee, — At  the  time  of  my  visit  to  this  municipality,  the  schools  were 
not  as  yet  in  operation,  but  the  Commissioners  had  taken  steps  towards  opening 
two. 

Ehoulements. — There  are  four  sections  and  four  schools  in  operation.  The 
children  in  the  first  class,  in  section  No.  1,  read  well,  have  gone  through  the 
whole  grammar,  understand  the  “ Rule  of  Three,”  parse  well,  have  gone 
through  the  geography  of  Europe,  and  write.  I can  say  as  much  for  schools 
Nos.  2 and  3.  I gave  two  prizes  in  each  of  these  schools.  In  the  last  of  the 
four  schools,  the  children  can  do  little  more  than  read.  Many  of  them  have 
forgotten  every  thing  through  long  and  frequent  absences.  However,  some  of 
them  write,  work  some  of  the  rules',  and  know  a little  geography. 

Isle-aux-Coudres. — Here  are  three  schools,  under  female  teachers.  In  school 
No.  1,  the  children  read  pretty  well  in  French  and  Latin;  a good  many  of  them 
are  beginning  to  parse,  and  are  learning  aliquot  parts  and  the  geography  of  Asia. 
I can  say  the  same,  as  regards  school  No.  3.  In  school  No.  2,  the  more  advanced 
children  read  very  well,  parse  pretty  well,  work  the  rule  of  three,  write  well, 
and  are  learning  geography ; the  copy  books  are  well  kept.  There  is  also  an 
independent  school  in  the  municipality. 

Baie  St.  Paul. — In  this  municipality,  there  is  an  academy  for  girls,  under 
the  SoeuTs  de  la  Congregation  de  Notre-Dame,  and  ten  elementary  schools  which,  with 
one  exception,  are  directed  by  teachers  who  were  educated  at  the  academy,  and 
are  well  qualified  to  teach.  The  boys’  school  in  section  No.  1,  is  intrusted  to  a 
teacher  who  holds  a diploma.  He  divides  his  school  into  four  classes;  in  the 
highest,  the  pupils  read  and  parse  very  well  and  learn  sacred  history,  the  history 
of  France,  and  of  Canada,  geogi'aphy,  arithmetic,  as  far  as  the  rule  of  interest 
inclusively,  and  writing.  In  these  ten  schools,  all  the  branches  required  far 
elementary  schools  are  taught  with  tolerable  success,  and  even  some  of  those 
required  for  primary  superior  schools.  The  schools  in  this  municipality  are  the 
best  in  my  district,  but  it  is  still  to  be  desired  that  they  should  be  better  furnish- 
ed with  books,  maps,  &c.,  and  that  the  pupils  should  be  more  punctual  in  their 
attendance.  However,  the  Commissioners  have  exerted  themselves  in  a praise- 
worthy manner.  I gave  ten  premiums,  and  more  in  some  cases,  in  each  of 
these  schools. 

St.  Urhain. — I found  only  two  schools,  one  for  boys  and  the  other  for  girls, 
in  operation  in  section  No.  1.  However,  there  are  two  others  (independent,)  in 
sections  where  the  Commissioners  were  unable,  for  want  of  money,  to  secure 
teachers.  The  boy’s  school  is  under  a teacher  who  holds  a diploma ; both  seem- 
ed to  be  pretty  well  managed ; I gave  two  prizes  in  each  of  them. 

Petite  lliviere  St.  Frangois. — There  is  only  one  school  in  this  municipality,  it 
is  under  a female  teacher.  In  the  first  class,  the  pupils  read  and  parse  exceed- 
ingly well,  and  are  learning  something  of  geography  and  arithmetic  ; they  are  well 
acquainted  with  sacred  history,  the  history  ot  France  and  of  Canada,  and  are  able 
to  write. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  discontent  exists  in  several  of  the  municipalities  ; 
in  some  of  them,  the  dilficulties  originate  in  the  bad  management  ot  the  Secre- 
tary-Treasurer ; in  others  they  arise  troin  the  manner  in  which  the  sections  are 
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divided.  The  county  of  Charlevoix  is  indeed  an  exceptional  county.  In  conse 
quence  of  the  large  nunober  of  streams,  hills,  mountains,  rocks  and  precipices,  the 
settlements  are  so  widely  scattered,  that  convenient  centres  for  school  sites  are 
rare  and  difficult  of  selection  ; and  on  this  account,  more  than  one-third  of  the 
children  are  unable  to  attend  school,  though  their  parents  are  obliged  to  pay 
the  school  tax  and  monthly  fees.  There  are  in  fact  some  municipalities  in  which 
the  large  majority  of  the  children  are  unable  to  attend  the  schools.  You  may 
infer  how  these  people  oppose  the  carrying  out  of  the  law,  and  put  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  its  ditferent  functionaries.  This  county  would  need  special  legislation. 

In  distributing  the  books  which  you  sent  me,  I endeavoured  to  reward  the 
children  for  punctuality  and  willingness,  rather  than  for  success  ; by  so  doing,  I 
trust  I have  acted  in  accordance  with  your  views. 


Extract  from  the  Report  of  Mr.  Inspector  Beland. 


I have  the  honor  i;o  send  herewith,  my  report  of  the  visits  made  by  me, 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  district  under  my  insp^ection,  during  the  course  of 
the  year  1857.  I feel  convinced  that  you  will  be  gratified  to  remark  the  im- 
provement, in  every  respect,  which  has  taken  place  in  nearly  every  one  of  the 
80  municipalities  under  my  control. 

Last  year,  there  were  197  common  schools  under  my  control.  This  year 
they  number  220,  attended  by  9888  pupils.  Without  exaggeration,  I can  say  that, 
out  of  these  220  common  schools,  at  least  75  might  be  classed  as  model  schools, 
as  nearly  all  the  subjects  required  for  such  schools  are  taught  in  them. 

In  order  to  place  the  matter  in  a clearer  light,  I oflTer  a statement  of  the  num- 
ber of  pupils  attending  the  different  classes  of  schools. 

Common  elementary  schools 220  9888  pupils. 


Model  schools,  boys 

3 

205 

“ “ girls 

3 

140 

“ “ dissentient 

2 

100 

“ “ Independent  

1 

25 

Academies 

1 

25 

Convents 

3 

445 

Colleges 

2 

270 

Total  number  of  Institutions 

235 

“ “ “ Pupils 

11118 

Institutions  in  1857 

“ “ 1856 

235 

206 


Increase. 29 

Increase  of  pupils 2855 

The  number  of  pupils  reading  well  in  all  the  above  institu- 
tions amounts  this  year  to : 5035 

Last  year,  1856,  it  was 2882 

Increase 2173 

Reading  fluently,  in  1857 3995 

‘‘  “ ISfifi 2023 

Increase 1877 


The  number  of  pupils  able  to  write  shews,  this  year,  the 

respectable  figure. 

Last  year  the  number  was 


4514 

3422 
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Increase 1092 

Pupils  learning  grammar 5570 

The  increase  is  very  considerable,  as  it  shows  a figure 

amounting  to 2000 

For  sake  of  brevity,  I shall  merely  give  the  figures  of  this  year,  in  the  othe 
branches. 

Pupils  learning  simple  arithmetic 4334 

‘‘  “ Compound  “ 2398 

“ “ Book-keeping 225 

“ “ Orthography 4505 

“ English  grammar 666 

“ “ Parsing  and  methodical  grammar 3610 

“ “ Epistolary  style 823 

“ “ Agriculture  and  horticulture 20 

“ “ Mathematics 32 

“ “ Mensuration 16 

“ “ Linear  drawing 34 

“ “ Vocal  music 165 

“ “ Instrumental  music 75 

Teachers  ho] ding  diplomas 12 

Teachers  not  holding  diplomas 12 — 24 

Teachers  (female)  holding  diplomas i . . 160 

“ “ not  holding  diplomas 40 — 200 

Total  of  teachers 224 


Not  including  the  teachers  (male  and  female)  belonging  to  houses  of  su- 
perior education,  the  average  of  the  salaries  paid  to  female  teachers  varies  from 
i£25  to  <£35  and  the  salaries  of  male  teachers  from  £45  to  £75.  The  total  expen- 
diture for  the  support  of  primary  schools  was  £5535.  I am  informed  that  the 
expenditure  in  the  convents  and  colleges  amounted  to  at  least  £1800,  which 
would  give  a total  of  £7345.  The  want  of  houses  solely  devot  ed  to  school  purpo- 
ses is  so  universally  felt,  that  the  rate  payers, generally  speaking, c ontribute  liberally 
for  that  purpose.  I have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that  there  are  now  86  houses 
built,  and  6 or  7 in  course  of  construction.  I trust  that,  before  long,  every  section  will 
have  its  school-house.  It  is  desirable  that  the  rate  payers  should  understand  the 
importance  of  having  a small  garden  near  the  school  house.  I distributed  with 
pleasure  in  several  of  the  schools  the  short  treatise  on  agriculture,  which  the 
government  was  pleased  to  furnish  gratis.  I gave  strict  injunctions  to  the 
teachers  to  instruct  their  pupils  in  the  matter  of  these  books,  and  I trust  that 
little  by  little  parents  will  see  the  necessity  of  giving  their  children  a course  of 
special  studies,  if  they  wish  to  make  them  good  farmers. 

With  regard  to  our  schools,  they  are  generally  kept  on  a good  footing ; if 
the  progress  is  not  as  great  as  might  be  hoped,  the  parents  are  certainly  to  blame, 
for  the  majority  of  them  make  no  scruple  of  keeping  their  children  away,  under 
pretext  of  requiring  their  services. 

Since  July  last,  almost  all  the  parishes  have  made  it  a point  of  honor  and  of 
duty,  to  provide  themselves  with  teachers  holding  diplomas.  I have  also  the 
pleasure  to  state  that  the  latter  are  somewhat  better  paid.  Something  more 
remains  to  be  done  in  this  respect,  but  we  must  wait  a little  yet ; after  good 
harvests,  the  rate  payers  will  make  less  difficulty  about  paying  something  more 
for  monthly  fees.  This  tax  is  still  a great  bugbear  to  many  of  the  parishes. 
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According  as  education  spreads,  people  will  understand  that  every  thing  must  be 
paid  for.  Every  where,  or  nearly  so,  the  monetary  alFairs  are  in  a satisfactory 
condition,  and  the  necessary  provision  for  expenditure  is  made  with  liberality. 

' The  compulsory  system  has  not  been  everywhere  adopted,  which  is  un- 
doubtedly a blemish ; but  notwithstanding  this,  a sum  equal  to  the  government 
grant  is  everywhere,  or  nearly  everywhere,  made  up. 


Extracts  of  the  Reports  of  Mr,  Inspector  Plees. 

During  the  past  six  months,  sickness  and  still  more  the  monetary  pressure  which 
has  been  so  extensively  felt  have  retarded  the  progress  of  education  in  this  city.  Many 
persons  of  the  poorer  classes,  accustomed  to  send  their  children  to  school,  hav- 
ing, for  the  reasons  above  mentioned,  either  sent  them  irregularly,  or  altogether 
kept  them  at  home. 

Although,  however,  the  advantages  of  the  schools  have  been  shared  by  a 
somewhat  smaller  number,  yet  frequent  visits  to  those  under  my  inspection,  and  a 
careful  and  minute  examination  of  them,  held  just  before  the  Christmas  vacation, 
have  convinced  me  that  the  cause  of  public  instruction  has  not,  in  other  respects, 
declined  in  them.  An  encouraging  progress  has,  on  the  contrary,  been  made ; 
and  when  the  return  of  prosperity  shall  enable  parents  so  to  do,  it  is  hoped  that 
they  will  more  generally  cause  their  offspring  to  avail  themselves  of  the  schools, 
provided  for  their  instruction. 

The  want  of  the  school-house  in  the  Champlain  District,  remains  as  yet, 
unsupplied — the  commissioners  not  having  been  able  to  raise  a sufficient  build- 
ing fund.  This  is  to  be  regretted,  inasmuch  as  the  rooms  now  held  by  them  on 
lease  for  the  purposes  of  the  school,  although  the  best  which  the  neighborhood 
affords,  are  deficient  in  light  and  ventilation,  and  less  suitable  than  might  be 
desired. 

Of  the  commissioners’  school-house  in  the  St.  Louis  District  (embracing  the 
two  departments  of  boys  and  girls),  I have  before  spoken  as  commodious,  and  as 
reflecting  credit  on  the  public  spirit  of  those  under  whose  auspices  and  direction 
it  was  built.  In  the  entrances  some  improvements  have  recently  been  made ; and 
the  commissioners  have  in  contemplation  a plan  for  the  better  ventilation  of  the 
•chool  rooms. 
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Sehool  Districts  and  Teachers. 

Upper  Town  school,  conducted  by  Mrs.  C.  Brown’ 

St.  Louis  district  school.  No.  1,  conducted  by  Mr. 

R.  C.  Gegg-ie, 

St.  Roch  district  school  No.  1,  conducted  by  Mrs. 

McLean, 

St.  Louis  district  school  No.  2,  conducted  by  Miss 

Geggie, 

St.  Roch  district  school  No.  2,  conducted  by  Miss 

Parker, 

Champlain  district  school,  conducted  by  Mr.  J. 

T.invfl 

r 

■> 

) 

i 

d 

rH  cq  OQ  »0  C£) 

•About  4-5ths  of  Mr.  Geggie’s  pupils  learn  to  spell,  but  without  the  definitions ; but  explanations  of  manj  words  are  given  by  the  Teacher. 
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Extract  from  the  Report  of  Inspector  Maueault. 

The  present  year,  remarkable  for  the  adoption  of  general  measures  calculat- 
ed to  give  an  additional  impulse  to  our  system  of  public  education,  has  also  wit- 
nessed much  good  eifected,  and  numerous  signs  of  intellectual  progress,  in  new 
inspection  districts,  happily  coinciding  with  the  efforts  of  government  and  the 
legislature,  in  the  noble  cause  of  the  diffusion  of  knowledge. 

The  establishment  of  several  new  academies  and  model  schools,  the  increase 
in  the  number  of  children  attending  the  various  educational  institutions  in  this 
district,  and  the  well  sustained  improvement  in  a great  number  of  schools,  are 
the  leading  manifestations  of  this  gratifying  progress. 

The  formation  of  two  literary  institutes,  one  at  Baie-du-Febvre  and  the 
other  at  Becancour,  also  deserves  mention.  Each  of  these  institutions  possessed 
a convenient  library  and  reading  room,  in  which  are  to  be  found  many  of  the 
newspapers  and  periodicals  ; public  lectures  have  been  given,  from  time  to  time, 
by  members  of  the  institute.  The  taste  for  parish  libraries  is  also  extending, 
and  soon  no  important  parish  will  have  neglected  to  form  such  an  abundant 
source  of  instruction  and  intellectual  enjoyment.  The  number  of  teachers  who 
subscribe  to  the  Journal  of  Education  in  my  district  is  very  considerable,  and 
several  even  of  the  pupils  in  our  colleges,  academies  a'nd  model  schools,  have 
obtained  from  their  friends  the  means  of  subscribing  to  that  excellent  publication. 
I shall  not  fail  to  make  every  effort  to  extend  the  circulation  of  this  review  of 
education,  which  is  destined  to  effect  so  much  good  in  a moral  scientific  and 
literary  point  of  view. 

The  establishment  of  a library  at  Three  Rivers  by  our  enterprising  compa- 
triot Mr.  Larue,  and  the  success  which  appears  to  crown  this  laudable  under- 
taking, are  eloquent  proofs  of  the  progress  of  public  instruction  in  our  district. 

I must  not  omit  to  mention  that  all  the  officers,  appointed  to  see  to  the  exe- 
cution of  the  law, have  generally  performed  their  duties,  in  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the 
appointment  of  teachers,  and  the  administration  of  the  finances,  in  a satisfactory 
manner.  They  have  not,  however,  paid  sufficient  attention  to  the  internal  manage- 
ment, and  school  visiting  duties  they  abandon  in  almost  every  case  to  the  inspector. 
This  want  of  attention  on  the  part  of  the  Commissioners  gives  rise  to  negligence, 
on  the  part  of  the  teachers,  which  is  prejudicial  to  the  progress  of  the  pupils,  and 
produces  just  complaints  from  their  relations.  I may  remark  that  many  of  the 
school-houses  are  unsuitable,  and  do  not  present  all  the  evidences  of  cleanliness 
and  progress.  All  the  municipalities  do  not  deserve  this  censure,  but  were 
there  but  two  or  three,  the  number  of  children  who  suffer  from  the  negligence  of 
the  Commissioners  and  of  their  relations,  make  it  sufficiently  important  to  justify 
my  speaking  in  their  behalf. 

One  fact  however  to  which  I ask  the  liberty  of  drawing  your  attention  in 
my  report  of  1856,  and  which  seriously  impedes  the  advancement  of  the  scholar 
is  the  want  of  books,  paper,  etc,,  and  I am  of  opinion  that  it  will  continue  to 
be  so,  so  long  as  all  these  things  are  not  purchased  by  the  corporations  and 
furnished  to  the  children,  they  paying  the  price  within  a given  time. 

By  buying  all  the  books  required  for  the  schools,  the  corporations  would 
obviate  another  serious  difficulty : very  often  parents  buy  books  of  an  edition 
which  is  not  used  in  the  school. 

I shall  proceed  after  the  above  general  remarks,  to  make  a few  special 
observations  with  respect  to  each  school  municipality,  in  which  I shall  confine 
myself  to  noticing  the  progress,  in  whatever  form,  which  has  taken  place. 
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Kemarks. 

Gentillij — The  mmiber  of  schools  is  the  same  as  in  1856, hut  there  is  an  increase 
of  33  in  the  number  of  scholars,  that  is  to  say  that  instead  of  497  children  attend- 
ing the  schools  in  1856,  there  are  520  in  1857.  There  is  also  a considerable  in- 
crease in  the  amount  of  the  contributions.  In  1856, the  amount  received  was  ^151 
8s.  7-|d.  In  1857,  ^£319  was  collected,  balance  in  favor  of  this  year^l67  11s.  4|d. 

The  house  destined  for  the  academy  which  has  been  completed,  affords  a 
vast  and  comfortable  shelter  for  the  pupils,  a Mr.  Laplante,  assisted  by  one  \vis 
daughters,  has  charge  of  the  boys’  school,  and  Madame  Laplante  with  the  aid  of 
another  Mile.  Laplante,  superintends  the  girls’  school.  The  master’s  salary  is 
^125.  The  list  of  subjects,  in  which  instruction  is  given  in  the  academy,  has 
been  extended  since  1856,  as  you  may  judge  by  the  report  of  this  institution, 
made  to  you  in  July  last.  Gentilly  has  two  pupils  at  the  Normal  School  in 
Quebec,  and  many  others  in  our  colleges  and  convents. 

Becancour. — The  number  of  scholars  attending  the  school  in  1857,  was  almost 
the  same  as  during  the  previous  year,  but  there  has  been  an  increase  of  .£67  6s. 
4d.  in  the  contributions.  In  1856,  the  contributions  were  .£157  3s.  8d.,  and  in 
1857  they  reached  £225.  The  schools  in  charge  of  the  Dlles.  Rheault,  Levas- 
seur  and  Kevar,  deserve  to  be  classed  with  the  model  schools.  Attempts  have 
been  made  to  establish  a school  of  the  Brothers  of  the  Christian  Doctrine  in  this 
parish,  but  obstacles  have  presented  themselves  which  have  caused  this  project 
to  be  given  up  for  the  present. 

St.  Gertrude. — In  1856,  the  schools  were  attended  by  218  children,  and  in 
1857  by  227  ; increase,  11.  The  independent  academy  for  girls,  opened  and  sup- 
ported at  the  cost  of  the  Kev.  Mr.  de  Villers,  cure  of  this  parish,  does  him  great 
honor.  You  would  be  surprised,  in  visiting  this  little  parish,  so  little  to  be  admired 
as  regards  its  geographical  position,  situated  as  it  is  in  rear  of  Becancour,  and  on 
one  side  adjoining  the  forest,  to  find  a house  of  large  dimensions,  with  abasement, 
constructed  with  elegance,  and  capable  of  containing  a large  number  of  boarding 
pupils,  and  you  would  be  still  more  surprised  at  meeting  there  a very  consi- 
derable number  of  young  persons  who  receive  an  excellent  education  in  the  two 
languages,  whilst  at  the  same  time  they  learn  everything  that  is  desirable  in 
domestic  economy.  The  contributions,  in  1857,  were  £52  10s.  4d.,  and  in  1856, 
£41  10s.  an  increase  gf  £11  8s.  6d.  in  favor  of  1857. 

St.  Gregoire. — In  this  parish,  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
pupils  over  the  preceding  year  of  49.  The  number  of  children  (704)  attending 
the  schools,  does  honor  to  this  parish.  The  convent  has  163  pupils,  including 
boarders  and  day  scholars,  and  the  academy  for  girls,  63.  This  convent  which 
increases  visibly,  and  in  which  young  persons  receive  a careful  education,  has  in- 
flamed the  ardor  of  Nicolet,  where  they  also  desire  the  honor  of  possessing  a 
similar  institution.  It  appears  that  arrangements  for  that  purpose  have  already 
been  made,  and  that  one  of  these  houses  must  speedily  become  a branch  of  the 
other.  It  would  be  useless  for  me  to  refer  at  any  length  to  the  Convent  of  St. 
Gregoire,  and  the  course  of  study  pursued  there,  inasmuch  as  the  report  which 
reaches  you  each  from  that  house  acquaints  you  with  all  that  relates  to  it,  and  the 
progress  made  there.  The  local  contributions  which  at  St.  Gregoire,  in  1856, 
amounted  to  £128  17s.,  have  increased  £68  19s.  8d.,  being  £197  16s.  8d.  for 
1857.  The  master  of  the  academy  receives  a salary  of  £75.  The  furniture  of 
the  village  school,  which  had  been  in  bad  order  for  several  years,  has  been 
renewed,  and  the  arrears  of  assessments,  which  were  very  considerable,  have  been 
partially  collected. 


195 


St,  Monique.— -Kitherto  I have  had  but  little  to  say  as  regards  this  locality, 
which  has  seemed  to  be  willing  to  remain  behind  the  others  as  regards  progress  ; 
but  new  energy  has  suddenly  taken  possession  of  the  friends  of  education,  and 
appears  to  animate  the  rate-payers.  A model  school  has  been  opened  at  great 
expense,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Rochon,  a young  gentleman  who  was 
educated  at  the  Seminary  of  Nicolet,  and  who  seems  to  have  all  the  qualities 
requisite  in  a teacher  of  youth.  Mr.  Rochon’s  salary,  which  is  conside- 
rable, is  due  in  a great  measure  to  the  generosity  of  the  rate-payers  of  the  village. 
The  School  Muncipality  No.  2,  called  the  “ Irish  Municipality,”  has  also  opened 
a new  school,  and  seems  determined  not  to  give  way  to  its  rival,  in  the  improve- 
ment of  its  schools.  Generally  speaking,  the  schools  are  on  a good  footing,  and 
the  Commissioners  have  acquired  a well  deserved  confidence  by  the  prudent 
administration  of  the  school  affairs,  under  the  difficult  circumstances  in  which  this 
parish  has  been  placed  for  some  years  past.  One  want  makes  itself  felt,  how- 
ever, and  that  is,  the  necessity  of  a school-house  in  the  village ; but  the  zealous 
rate-payers  whom  I saw  are  disposed  to  erect  one  very  soon  ; and  I trust  that  the 
present  year  will  not  pass  without  this  project  having  been  carried  into  effect. 

Baie  du  Febvre. — I have  already  stated,  that  in  Baie  du  Febvre  there  has  been 
an  increase  in  favor  of  the  present  year,  in  the  local  contributions,  which,  in  1856, 
amotinted  to  ^268,  whilst  this  year  they  reach  <£320,  giving  a surplus,  for  1857, 
of  £52.  If  the  difficulties  which  have  existed  in  this  parish  between  the  School 
Commissioners  and  the  Secretary-Treasurer  have  not  absolutely  retarded  the 
cause  of  education,  it  certainly  has  gained  nothing  : as  it  is  well  known  that  all 
these  difficulties,  trifling  as  they  are,  have  the  effect  of  dividing  the  rate- payers 
into  two  sections,  who  regard  each  other  with  more  or  less  of  unfriendly  feeling. 
One  pleasant  fact  I notice,  however,  and  that  is  the  respect  always  manifested 
for  the  decision  of  the  competent  authority,  with  reference  to  the  matters  in  dis- 
pute, and  the  salutary  effect  it  has  produced. 

St.  Zephirin. — The  schools  in  this  locality  are  in  a flourishing  condition,  and 
continue  to  improve  every  day.  A school-house  has  been  built  iu  the  course  of 
the  year,  and  they  speak  of  establishing  a model  school  in  the  village  ; the  old 
•presbytere,  which  is  a good  and  spacious  house,  would  be  given  by  the  fabrique 
for  that  purpose.  Thus  they  appear  to  be  striving  to  recover  the  ground  they 
have  lost. 

St.  Frangois. — This  parish  shews  an  increase  in  the  number  of  its  scholars 
for  the  current  year.  In  1856,  only  349  children  attended  the  schools,  in  1857, 
there  were  370.  The  contributions  have  increased  in  about  the  same  proportion : 
instead  of  <£82,  the  amount  received  in  1856,  they  amounted  to  <£112  in  1857. 
The  model  school,  kept  by  Madame  Robellard,  is  still  in  a flourishing  condition, 
and  is  attended  by  a great  many  children.  At  present  there  are  no  school- 
houses  in  the  other  districts ; but  I have  reason  to  believe  that,  now  that  several 
local  undertakings  in  the  village  are  completed,  the  necessary  number  will  soon 
be  built.  The  schools  in  this  municipality  have  perceptibly  improved. 

St.  Thomas  de  Pierreville. — The  contributions  in  Pierreville  have  increased 
by  ^20,  that  is  to  say,  that  instead  of  ,£102  10s.  in  1856,  they  amount  to  £122 
10s.  for  1857.  Placed  in  circumstances  of  difficulty;  and  having  had,  like  St. 
Francois,  extensive  public  works  to  carry  out,  having  also  had  to  strive,  like 
others,  against  the  hardness  of  the  times,  this  parish  will  probably  postpone,  for 
another  year,  the  erection  of  its  academy;  but  I am  very  certain  that,  though  the 
work  may  be  deferred,  the  zeal  of  the  Commissioners  is  a guarantee  that  the  work 
will  be  accomplished. 

St.  David. — The  schools  here  are  on  the  best  possible  footing  ; and  this  can- 
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not  be  otherwise,  when  we  see  the  zeal  displayed  by  the  Commissioners  in  the 
execution  of  their  duties,  Three  school-houses  have  been  erected  this  year, 
making  in  all  six,  all  of  which  are  spacious,  well  lighted,  and  built  in  good  taste. 

Before  concluding  Sir,  I will  make  ?iresume  of  my  statistics.  My  inspection 
district,  including  Yamaska  and  Nicolet  contains  17  Municipalities,  90  school  dis- 
tricts, 67  school  houses,  99  schools  in  operation  under  control,  91  of  which  were 
elementary  attended  by  4169  scholars,  4 academies  for  boys,  attended  by  336 
scholars,  one  academy  for  girls,  having  163  pupils,  one  college  with  230  students 
eight  independent  schools  with  169  scholars:  making  a total  of  5327  children, 
attending  the  various  kinds  of  educational  institutions  in  the  two  counties. 

Of  the  number  of  scholars  attending  the  schools  under  the  control  of  the 
Commissioners  1528  do  not  yet  read  fluently,  1642  read  fluently,  1731  read  well, 
1344  write,  995  learn  simple  arithmetic,  713  the  compound  rules,  165  book- 
keeping, 798  do  orthographical  exercises,  714  learn  geography,  25  English 
Grammar,  1140  French  Grammar,  943  parsing,  132  epistolary  composition,  20 
surveying,  30  linear  drawing,  15  vocal  music,  and  632  history. 

Of  the  male  teachers,  14  hold  diplomas,  and  three  do  not.  Of  the  female 
teachers,  61  hold  diplomas,  and  23  do  not.  The  salary  of  the  male  teachers  in 
the  academic  schools,  ranges  from  1^75  to  £125 ; in  the  model  and  superior  girls’ 
school  £4^  to  £70,  and  in  the  elementary  schools  from  £10  to  £40.  The  ages  of 
the  male  teachers  vary  from  20  to  60  years  ; of  the  female  teachers,  from  18  to 
50  years.  Lastly  the  total  amount  of  contributions,  for  the  support  of  schools 
under  the  control  of  Commissioners,  amounts  to  the  sum  of  £2197  Os.  2|d. 

Extract  Jrom  the  Report  of  Mr,  Inspector  Bourgeois. 

Within  the  last  few  days,  I have  completed  a thorough  inspection  of  all 
the  schools  in  operation  within  the  limits  of  my  district  of  inspection  for  the 
first  six  months  of  1857,  and  I have  much  pleasure  in  informing  you,  that  they 
were  all  then  in  as  satisfactory  a state  of  progress,  a?  they  were  at  the  time  of 
my  last  report,  in  December  last. 

I regret  however  to  have  to  remark,  that  the  financial  affairs  are,  generally 
speaking,  in  a complicated  state,  and  that  the  difficulties  occasioned  by  the  want 
of  means  are  numerous,  and,  in  some  districts,  almost  beyond  control. 

Every  where,  the  necessity  is  felt  of  putting  schools  on  a better  footing,  by 
replacing  by  others  more  qualified,  those  teachers  who  have  been  hitherto  em- 
ployed, and  who,  although  poorly  educated,  could  teach  the  first  rudiments  of 
learning  to  beginners.  It  is  also  felt,  how  useful  and  important  it  would  be  to 
establish  in  each  municipality  a primary  superior  school,  with  a view  to  provide 
for  scholars  in  the  locality  who  manilest  the  inclination,  the  means  of  acquiring 
a more  extensive  and  more  important  education;  and  better  calculated  to  make 
them  useful  members  of  society.  But  how  are  these  well  qualified  teachers  to 
be  properly  paid  ? This  is  the  great  difficulty,  and  more  especially  for  those  who, 
being  for  the  most  part  settlers  in  the  Eastern  Townships,  have  but  narrow  means 
of  subsistence,  and  who  often  want  even  the  necessaries  of  life.  Some  have  tried 
to  do  it,  without  examining  into  their  means,  and  who,  trusting  to  the  future  and 
their  own  good  intentions,  have  contracted  debts  from  which  they  will  have  great 
difficulty  in  freeing  themselves.  They  have  hitherto  been  unable  to  pay  those 
already  contracted.  I like  to  put  forward  these  facts,  to  shew  the  necessity  of 
liberally  aiding  municipalities  which  are  really  poor,  and  the  greater  number  of 
those  I visited  may  indeed  be  considered  as  such. 

Several  schools  would  remain  empty  during  the  present  year,  because  many 
of  the  female  teachers  employed  last  year  have  not  obtained  diplomas,  some 
have  offered  as  an  excuse  the  distance  from  the  Board  of  Examiners ; others  their 
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want  of  means,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  journey;  some  their  incapacity  to 
obtain  them. 

I regret  to  have  to  inform  you  that  one  of  the  school-houses  of  the  munici- 
pality of  Acton  (that  at  the  depot)  became  the  prey  of  the  flames,  in  the 
conflagration  which  ravaged,  during  the  present  year,  a great  part  of  the  eastern 
townships.  The  inhabitants  of  the  municipality  did  all  they  could  to  prevent 
and  arrest  the  flames  which  however,  despite  their  efforts,  destroyed  their  beauti- 
ful school-house  and  six  other  houses,  in  the  village,  near  the  depot. 

These  generous  people  are  almost  discouraged : they  had  hardly  finished  the 
building  which  they  had  erected  by  means  of  the  greatest  sacrifices,  when  the 
fire  in  a moment  destroyed  the  fruits  of  their  toil  and  devotion.  Under  present 
circumstances,  it  is  almost  impossible  that  the  inhabitants  of  Acton  can  without 
help  erect  a new  school-house. 

The  good  will  they  have  hitherto  shewn,  and  the  generous  sacrifices  they 
have  made,  to  promote  the  operation  of  the  law,  lead  me  to  hope  that  they  will 
obtain  a liberal  aid,  proportioned  to  tbeir  present  requirements. 


Extracts  from  the  Reports  of  Inspector  Bruce. 

I have  the  honor  of  submitting  my  report  of  school  inspection  for  the 
preceding  six  months.  Since  the  first  of  May  last,  I have  gone  over  every  part 
of  my  field  of  inspection,  where  schools  are  in  operation  ; and  where  schools  are 
closed,  I have  endeavored  to  ascertain  the  cause  or  causes.  All  the  schools  in 
operation  have  been  visited  and  examined. 

The  average  time  spent  in  examining  each  of  the  smaller  schools  often 
exceeded  three  hours.  Five  or  six  is  the  average  time  I generally  take  Jto  examine 
our  larger  schools.  A special  report  of  each  is  appended  ; and  also  a tabular 
view  of  the  schools  of  each  Municipality,  with  a column,  stating  the  results  of 
examinations. 

Of  119  schools  in  operation,  I have  reported  of  16  as  in  a very  satisfactory 
state  ; of  50, as  satisfactory  ; of  30,  as  pretty  satisfactory  ; and  of  14  as  moderate. 
I have  reported  of  9 as  not  doing  well,  being  conducted  by  incompetent  teachers. 

The  prevailing  impression  left  upon  my  mind  by  the  schools  I have  examined 
since  the  beginning  of  May  last,  is  one  of  increasing  hopefulness  and  trust  in 
the  progress  of  a sound  and  an  enlightened  education.  The  improvements  I trace, 
and  which  form  my  ground  of  hope,  are,  however,  but  mere  beginnings.  The 
art  of  conducting  schools,  with  the  best  possible  effect,  is  far  from  having  reached 
the  utmost  developement  of  which  it  is  capable.  An  advancement  in  the  right 
direction  is,  nevertheless,  most  cheering.  In  over  60  schools,  improvements  in 
methods  of  teaching,  are  as  much  as  could  well,  in  so  short  a time,  be  expected. 
Indeed  some  improvements  in  methods  of  teaching  are  manifest,  in  nearly  all  the 
schools  under  my  inspection,  though  not  nearly  to  the  same  degree.  The  princi- 
pal improvements  as  yet  are  the  introd^uction  of  more  oral  instruction  in  teaching 
— communicating  knowledge,  and  acting  more  in  sympathetic  union  with  scho- 
lars— training  their  minds  to  self-exertion — exercising  their  understanding  on 
every  thing  they  learn,  and  thus  strengthen  their  minds  and  extend  their  knowledge 
by  reasoning.  There  is  now  in  not  a few  schools  much  of  oral  teaching,  expla- 
nation and  illustration  by  the  aid  of  blackboards  and  other  apparatus  ; and  in 
schools  in  which' formerly  teachers  did  little  in  imparling  knowledge,  or  exer- 
cising the  scholar’s  mind  on  what  he  was  learning.  With  painful  exertion  he 
had  to  acquire  the  knowledge  by  himself,  and  received  merely  the  corrections  of 
the  master,  by  which  he  was  a hundred  times  discouraged  by  fruitless  efforts  to 
conquer  difficulties  to  which  his  unaided  powers  were  unequal. 
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In  schools  conducted  by  our  more  efficient  teachers,  both  the  analytic  and  syn- 
thetic methods  are  beginning  to  be  used.  By  analysis,  materials  are  prepared  for 
the  mind  of  the  pupil  : by  synthesis  these  materials  are  put  together,  and  by  an 
actual  menial  act  of  the  pupil  ; and  it  is  by  thus  acting,  or  doing  for  itself  that 
the  mind  acquires  that  independent  self-reliance,  that  power  of  discriminating 
between  truth  and  error,  that  flexibility  and  strength  which  form  the  true  charac- 
teristics of  a well-cultivated  mind. 

Defining  and  applying  words  are  now  attended  to  in  many  schools  within 
my  bounds.  In  reading  lessons  words  are  analysed  etymologically,  by  separat- 
ing the  root  from  its  prefix  and  postfix — explaining  each  part,  and  showing  how 
the  current  meaning  is  evolved.  When  the  root  of  the  word  is  brought  out  with 
its  prefix  and  suffix,  other  words  from  the  same  root  are  then  required,  each  child 
respeating  the  first  that  occurs  to  him.  He  is  then  required  to  give  a sentence 
embodying  the  exact  word,  thus  cultivating  a habit  of  thought  in  givingthe  term. 
By  forming  the  word  into  a sentence,  a proof  is  also  afforded  that  he  knows  its 
meaning  and  can  use  it  himself ; or  if  it  be  used  in  a wrong  sense,  or  ungram- 
matically, it  is  the  duty  of  the  master  to  show  its  proper  and  grammatical  use. 

An  improvement  in  teaching  orthography  or  spelling  is  now  practised,  less 
or  more,  in  nearly  all  the  schools  within  my  sections  of  supervision.  As  soon  as 
the  scholar  is  able  to  write  with  tolerable  freedom,  he  writer  his  spelling  exercises, 
and  by  methods  of  proper  checks.  The  principal  use  of  spelling,  or  correct 
orthography,  is,  that  we  may  be  able  to  write  properly,  to  retrace,  upon  paper  the 
relative  situation  of  the  letters  in  a word,  without  misplacing  them.  It  is,  in 
short,  a kindred  art  to  that  of  painting  from  memory.  When  is  spelling  of  use  } 
Not  when  we  read,  but  when  we  write.  Spelling,  therefore,  should  be  taught  by 
transcription  and  dictation.  If  the  eye  is  accustomed  to  see,  and  the  hand  to 
trace,  word^  correctly  spelt,  there  is  not  much  fear  of  the  child,  whose  eye  and 
whose  hand  are  thus  trained,  offending  against  the  laws  of  orthography.  I here 
speak  from  experience.  For  at  least  twenty  years  I taught  orthography  by  this 
method,  and  with  far  greater  success  than  by  the  old  oral  method. 

Writing  also  is,  in  the  majority  of  schools,  better 'taught.  More  attention  is 
paid  to  pupils  when  writing,  in  pointing  out  mistakes,  and  showing  how  these 
should  be  corrected  ; and  teachers  are  at  more  pains  in  explaining  the  formation 
of  letters.  But  there  is  yet  great  room  for  farther  improvement.  In  a number 
of  schools,  the  character  of  the  writing  is  bad — ^being  stiff,  scratchy  and  in  slant 
very  irregular.  By  many  too  little  attention  is  paid  to  the  proper  position  of  the 
body,  the  hand  and  the  pen.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  in  learning  to  write, 
to  acquire  a proper  position  of  the  body,  as  well  as  a proper  method  of  holding 
the  pen.  For  if  once  bad  habits  be  acquired  in  these  respects,  it  will  be  very 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  in  many  cases,  to  alter  them  ofterwards. 

The  least  improvement  is  in  teaching  capital  letters.  Many  teachers  know 
little  of  the  proportions  of  these  ; and  from  their  shapes  in  copy-books,  one 
would  be  apt  to  suppose  they  are  letters  to  which  no  definite  forms  have  yet  been 
given.  In  schools  in  which  penmanship  is  best  taught,  the  formation  and  prin- 
ciples of  letters  are  described  by  the  blackboard.  In  no  school,  I know,  is  this 
so  successfully  done  as  in  the  Huntingdon  Academy.  There  every  letter,  small 
and  large,  is  by  itself,and  in  combination  with  other.letters,  described,  and  pupils 
are  made  to  do  the  same,  and  practise  their  formation  at  the  same  time,  till  done 
satisfactorily. 

Arithmetic.  This  branch  is  now,  in  not  a few  schools,  more  intelligently 
taught  than  it  was.  Principles  and  rules  are  better  explained  and  exemplified, 
and  their  application  in  business  is  more  illustrated.  The  greatest  improvement 
is  in  mental  arithmetic,  and  in  going  through  processes  with  more  expedition 
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and  correctness.  Mental  arithmetic  is  taught  in  nearly,  if  not  in  all  the  schools 
within  my  field  of  supervision.  The  children  are  exercised  on  numbers,  and 
elementary  processes  as  soon  as  they  begin  their  A,  B,  C lessons.  From  upwards 
of  twenty  years’  experience  in  thus  exercising  and  training  scholars,  I consider 
it  one  of  the  best  methods  for  creating  and  keeping  up  attention  in  a class, giving 
quickness  to  the  intellect,  and  forming  an  excellent  basis  for  rapid  and  correct 
calculation.  In  my  best  conducted  schools,  much  is  done  to  develop  the 
principles  of  arithmetic  as  a science,  and  to  show  the  application  of  its  rules  as 
an  art.  Instead  of  cramming  the  child’s  memory  with  unexplained  rules,  he  is 
taught  principles,  and  shown  how  to  deduce  rules  for  himself  out  of  these  prin- 
ciples. Instead  of  telling  a boy,  for  example,  that  the  upper  figure  of  a fraction 
is  the  numerator,  and  the  under  figure  its  denominator,  and  leaving  him  in  pos- 
session of  that  bare  fact,  and  these  unexplained  terms,  the  meaning  of  a fraction 
is  analysed  and  explained  by  some  familiar  illustration,  and  the  names  of  its 
parts  at  last  communicated  ; and  himself  is  then  made  to  explain  and  exemplify 
— and  repeatedly  ~ iWi  the  educator  is  satisfied  that  his  pupil  has  got  hold  of,  and 
practicaMy  understands  the  things  explained. 

Reading.  The  state  of  reading  classes  in  about  three  fourths  of  schools  is 
as  satisfactory  as  could  be  expected.  The  improvement,  in  about  a half,  is  quite 
satisfactory.  Comparing  the  character  of  reading  in  schools,  of  the  two  last 
visits,  (making  due  allowance  for  the  absent  time  of  many  scholars,)  a favour- 
able advancement  was  manifest.  In  lower  classes,  boys  and  girls  who  last 
winter  were  incapable  of  putting  together  the  words  of  simple  sentences,  and 
many,  who  imperfectly  knew  their  letters,  read,  when  last  examined,  with  not  a 
little  case  and  correctness,  long  sentences,  containing  words  of  not  very  easy 
pronunciation,  and,  in  answers  to  examinatory  questions,  gave  the  meaning  of 
much  of  what  they  read. 

Ih  the  more  advanced  classes,  the  progress  of  many  was  equally  satisfactory. 
In  not  a few  schools  a marked  improvement  was  observed  in  the  tone  of  voice, 
manner,  pronunciation  and  animation.  Much  of  the  drawl  and  sing-song,  which 
I observed  on  my  first  tours  has  disappeared.  Ease,  fluency,  and  a more  natural 
tone  of  voice  charsicterised  the  reading  of  thousands.  What  is  now  required, 
and  to  effect  which  efforts  must  be  made,  is  to  get  teachers  to  train  more,  in 
teaching  the  art  of  reading.  This,  as  yet,  is  practically  understood  by  but 
few  even  of  our  best  teachers.  The  old  tedious  method  of  teaching  reading  is 
still  too  much  pursued,  by  which  the  labour  of  both  the  teacher  and  the  scholar 
is  unnecessarily  great,  and  much  school  time  lost.  By  the  common  method, 
which  embraces  little  or  no  training^,  and  almost  excludes  the  exercise  of  the 
understanding,  pupils  are  treated  too  much  as  machines.  But  instead  of  this 
repulsive,  pushing  on  method,  let*a  leading  and  directive  one  be  pursued,  by 
which  correct  orthoepy,  and  tasteful,  impressive  reading,  are  exemplified  by  the 
teacher,  and  the  scholar,  by  closely  imitative  repetitions,  made  to  follow  till  he 
comes  up  to  the  example.  But  care  must  be  taken  that,  as  this  training  goes  on, 
the  understanding  accompany  the  reading  ; i.  e.  that  every  word  pronounced  be  a 
word  understood.  For  every  word  not  understood  creates  a difficulty,  and  forms 
a stumbling  block  in  mastering  the  reading.  This  mode  of  teaching  reading 
simplifies  and  lessens  the  labor  of  the  scholar,  makes  the  work  more  interest- 
ing, and  creates  a desire  to  come  up  to  what  they  are  required  to  imitate.  Of 
this  training  and  practical  exemplification,  the  old  method  is  totally  destitute. 
The  principles  of  correct  and  intelligent  reading  are  entirely  overlooked,  both  in 
theory  and  practice.  Of  the  few  schools  in  which  trailing  to  read  is  success- 
fully taught,  I beg  to  mention,  Mr.  Arnold’s  School,  City  of  Montreal.  See  my 
report  of  his  school,  pages  33  and  34. 
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Another  serious  want  in  teaching  reading,  is  a more  systematic  and  com- 
prehensive method  of  studying  words.  To  this  study  too  much  attention  can 
scarcely  be  paid.  What  is  reading  without  an  accurate  knowledge  of  words? 
In  the  very stages  of  education  particular  attention  should  be  paid  by  the 
teacher  to  this  part  of  his  duty.  The  child’s  future  progress  very  much  depends 
on  it.  In  what  should  he  be  more  exercised,  than  in  acquiring  a correct  and  an 
early  knowledge  of  the  vocables  of  his  mother  tongue?  The  more  he  under- 
stands these,  and  his  mind  is  stored  by  them,  the  more  certain  and  rapid  must 
be  his  progress  in  every  branch  of  education.  It  is  by  linking  the  conceptive 
faculty  with  words,  well  understood  and  mastered^  that  we  acquire  a ready  and 
an  unfailing  command  of  speech,  and  are  able  at  once  to  read  an  author’s 
meaning. 

Grammar.  There  is  perhaps,  less  done  to  teach  grammar,  in  an  intelligent 
practical  and  rational  way,  than  in  teaching  any  other  branch.  Teachers  gene- 
rally appear  to  be  quite  satisfied,  if  their  pupils  can  rhyme  over  the  definitions  of 
grammarians  with  verbal  correctness.  They  seldom  put  themselves  to  the  trouble 
of  ascertaining,  how  far  these  are  understood,  or  what  knowledge  of  the  gram- 
matical facts  or  laws  of  the  language  they  convey  to  the  pupil.  In  few  schools 
yet  within  my  fields  of  supervision,  is  any  attempt  made  to  familiarise  scholars 
with  words,  with  reference  to  their  grammatical  classification,  and  to  exercise 
them  upon  these,  in  such  ways  as  to  enrich  their  minds  with  terms  to  express 
their  ideas,  with  reference  to  their  illimitable  application  in  language.  The 
scholar  is  taught  first  its  technical  part,  then  its  rationative  part,  and  lastly  its 
intelligible  facts  exhibited  in  composition  : i.  e.  the  crabbed  rudiments  are  first 
aught,  and  lastly  its  grand  patent  facts.  This  is  surely  not  the  right  way  to 
acquaint  a student  with  his  mother  tongue,  and  make  him  understand  its  wealth 
and  compass.  The  grammar  of  a language  is  to  be  learnt  in  its  literature  : hence 
an  acquaintance  with  the  literature  of  a language  should  precede  the  study  of 
its  grammar,  or  rather,  grammatical  knowledge  should  be  taught  from  the 
literature  of  a language.  It  is  found  possible  to  convey  much  grammatical 
knowledge  by  vivci  voce  communication  ; — always  adhering  strictly  to  the  great 
principal  of  leading  the  scholar’s  understanding  to  gather  knowledge  for  himself, 
rather  than  compelling  him  to  receive  it  from  another,  made  up,  and  ticketed. 
A child,  properly  trained  and  exercised  in  this  way,  is  very  soon  prepared  to 
understand  and  distinguish  the  parts  of  speech.  I do  not  mean  that  oral  teaching 
should  supersede  the  use  of  a grammar  : but  I do  mean  that  a great  deal  more 
than  elements  of  grammar  can  be  thus  taught,  and  in  a way  far  more  interest- 
ing and  profitable,  than  by  the  common  mode  of  cramming  his  memory  with 
dry  and  little  understood  definitions  from  books. 

Teaching  grammar  orally,  if  properly  don%  has  these  farther  advantages  : — 
the  pupil,  I find,  is  more  excited  to  reflect  and  reason,  and,  also  to  put  his  own 
ideas  ( oherently  together  ; and  when  such  instruction  falls  upon  an  inquisitive 
mind,  there  is  the  farther  advantage,  that  he  carries  about  with  him  the  means 
and  materials  of  farther  experiment  and  enquiry. 

Geography.  Geography  is  not  so  generally  taught  as  it  should  be.  This  is 
not  so  much  the  fault  of  teachers,  as  of  parents,  who  will  not  buy  books,  and 
atlases,  for  their  children.  School  commissioners  and  trustees  also  are  not  a 
little  to  blame.  Many  of  them,  like  parents,  know  such  a branch  of  education 
only  by  name.  Of  its  value,  and  use,  and  training  advantages  in  schools  they 
know  lillle  or  nothing.  The  time  spent  in  teaching  it,  they  therefore  consider 
as  a waste  of  school  hours,  and  the  money  laid  out  in  geographies,  and  maps, 
as  thrown  aw^ay.  This,  however,  is  not  the  case  everywhere.  In  about  50 
schools,  in  which  no  attention  was  paid  to  geography,  it  is  now  taught  with 
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considerable  advantage  to  schools.  Nearly  20  schools  have  now  wall  maps,  by 
which  teachers  are  enabled  to  give  map  instructions  to  nearly  all  their  scholars. 
Their  instructions  as  yet  are,  however,  too  much  confined  to  exercising  the 
children  on  names  of  places,  countries,  &c.  To  make  geography  an  interesting 
and  profitable  study,  its  teaching  must  be  accompanied  more  with  deliniations, 
and  made  the  medium  of  useful  entertaining  knowledge.  Till  then,  its  study 
can  never  be  attractive  to  the  scholar,  nor  of  much  advantage.  History  should 
be  combined  with  its  study.  Ignorance  of  geography  has  often  put  it  out  of  my 
power,  to  do  justice  to  classes  reading  history,  when  examining  them.  I might 
question  them  as  much  as  I pleased,  on  names  of  places,  towns,  rivers,  mountains, 
&c.,  but  it  was  out  of  my  power  to  impress  on  their  minds  correct  ideas  of  their 
local  and  relative  situations,  distances,  &c.,  or  in  any  way  make  my  examinatory 
questions  profitable  or  stimulative. 

The  study  of  the  external  world,  including  an  acquaintance  with  the  great 
fact  of  the  material  universe,  and  of  the  general  laws  by  which  it  is  governed, 
is  one  which  should,  to  some  extent,  enter  into  the  course  of  instruction  in  our 
schools.  The  question  is,  to  what  extent  should  it  be  carried,  or  within  what 
limits  should  it  be  restrained  ? These  limits  will  be  variously  defined  according 
to  the  views  taken  of  it.  But  in  the  present  state  of  educational  advancement 
in  this  country,  there  is  not  much  danger  in  extending  too  far  the  study  of 
geography.  It  may  be  safely  asserted,  that  in  no  school  or  seminary  should  it 
be  taught  as  a mere  string  of  names.  Interesting  descriptions  of  places,  natural 
scenery,  simple  explanations  of  natural  phenomena,  brief  accounts  of  the  phy- 
sical and  moral  condition  of  man  under  various  circumstances  of  climate, 
government  and  religion-*  and  whatever  other  knowledge  may  be  calculated  to 
develop  the  intelligence  of  the  pupils,  should  be  embraced  in  the  study  of 
geography.  Suitable  books  for  teaching  geography  profitably  are  much  wanted. 
The  maps  at  present  in  use  are  imperfect.  They  are  little  else  than  mere 
outlines. 

The  study  of  geography  would  be  much  facilitated  had  we  raised  maps  for 
our  schools,  on  which  the  natural  features  of  the  country  strike  the  eye  more 
forcibly  than  on  a common  map,  where,  if  the  physical  details  are  given,  the 
names,  and  positions  of  places,  boundaries,  &c.,  are  often  obscured  by  them. 

Composition.  This  is  a branch  of  education  which  was  entirely  neglected 
in  the  schools  under  my  supervision,  before  their  inspection  commenced.  It  is 
now  taught,  less  or  more,  in  46  ; and  in  about  half  this  number  pretty  success- 
fully. The  book  I have  recommended,  (and  which  some  teachers  have  procured,) 
for  teaching  composition  in  our  common  schools,  is  Brookfield’s  first  book  of 
composition.  It  is  one  of  the  best  guides  to  composition  I have  seen.  On  the 
left  hand  page  stands  a series  of  suggestive  questions  on  a given  subject ; on  the 
opposite  page  are  hints  how  these  questions  are  to  be  answered  in  the  shape  of 
an  essay,  which  the  child  is  to  write  in  his  own  words.  The  subjects  are  well 
chosen,  and  judiciously  progressive. 

The  next  thing  to  which  I beg  to  direct  attention,  are  school-houses.  About 
50  within  my  sections  of  supervision  are  too  small.  In  many,  in  winter,  the 
children  are  overcrowded.  Ah  overcrowded  schoolroom  cannot  but  be  most 
injurious  to  health.  To  have  children  confined  in  a small  space  for  three  or  four 
hours,  with  very  short  recesses,  cannot  but  be  detrimental  to  health;  but  when 
packed  together  within  a less  space  to  each  child  than  4 square  feet,  with  no 
ventilating  apparatus,  or  windows  constructed  for  the  ready  and  safe  admission 
of  fresh  air,  the  confined  vitiated  air  they  breathe  for  hours  must  not  only  cause 
headaches,  depression  of  spirits,  and  debility,  but  tend  to  impair  health,  and  lay 
the  foundation  of  many  diseases.  None  need  more  of  the  invigorating  influence 
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of  fresh  air  than  children,  and  especially  when  in  school,  where,  for  hours  they 
are  debarred  from  physical  exercise,  and  have  so  little  to  keep  their  spirits  lively 
and  buoyant. 

To  make  school-houses  comfortable  and  healthy,  many  things  are  required. 
1st.  They  should  be  located  in  healthy,  well  selected  spots,  with  wholesome 
water  near.  2d.  Their  dimensions  should  be  such  as  to  afford  an  area  of  at 
least  9 square  feet,  that  is,  to  each  scholar.  3d.  When  a ventilating  apparatus 
cannot  be  got,  windows  should  be  so  constructed  as  to  make  the  admission  of 
fresh  air  easy  and  safe,  and  be  so  high  that  they  would  be  above  their  heads. 
The  windows  of  school-houses  are  generally  too  small.  They  should  be  much 
larger  than  they  are,  for  the  free  and  abundant  admission  of  air,  and  light  also. 
People  are  not  aware  how  very  essential  to  the  health  of  their  inmates  is  the 
abundant  admission  of  light  into  their  houses.  The  windows  of  school-houses 
especially  should,  therefore,  be  large,  and  so  placed  as  to  equalize  the  admission 
of  light,  that  no  part  of  the  room  or  house  may  be  either  under  or  over  lighted. 

The  state  of  the  inside  of  the  walls  of  school-houses  has  also  something  to 
do  with  health.  It  is  well  known  that  color  affects  the  health.  Light  reflected 
from  some  colors,  as  yellow  ochre,  tends  very  much  to  produce  a melancholy 
state  of  mind,  and  is  found  to  be  injurious  to  health,  reflected  from  others — 
white  especially — its  tendency  is  to  promote  health  and  produce  a cheerful  state 
of  mind.  The  following  observations  on  this  subject,  and  that  of  light,  is  from 
a correspondent  of  the  London  Builder.  They  deserve  the  particular  attention 
of  those  who  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  building  and  repairing  of  school 
houses,  school  commissioners  and  trustees,  specially.  He  writes : — 

“ From  several  years’  observation,  in  rooms  of  various  sizes,  used  as  manu- 
facturing rooms,  and  occupied  by  females  for  twelve  hours  per  day,  I found  that 
the  workers  who  occupied  those  rooms  which  had  large  windows  with  large 
panes  of  glass  in  the  four  sides  of  the  room,  so  that  the  sun’s  rays  penetrated 
through  the  room  during  the  whole  day,  were  much  more  healthy  than  the 
workers  who  occupied  rooms  lighted  from  one  side  only,  or  rooms  lighted  from 
very  small  panes  of  glass.  I observed  another  very  singular  fact,  viz : that  the 
workers  who  occupied  one  room  were  very  cheerful  and  healthy,  while  the 
occupiers  of  another  similar  room,  who  were  employed  on  the  same  kind  of 
work,  were  all  inclined  to  melancholy,  and  complained  of  pain  in  the  forehead 
and  eyes,  and  were  often  ill  and  unable  to  work.  Upon  examining  the  rooms 
in  question,  I found  they  were  both  equally  well  ventilated  and  lighted.  I could 
not  discover  any  thing  about  the  drainage  of  the  premises  that  could  affect  the 
one  room  more  than  the  other ; but  I observed  that  the  room  occupied  by  the 
cheerful  workers  was  wholly  whitewashed,  and  the  room  occupied  by  the 
melancholy  workers  was  coloured  with  yellow  ochre.  I had  the  yellow  ochre 
washed  off  and  the  walls  and  ceilings  whitewashed.  The  workers  ever  after 
felt  more  cheerful  and  healthy.  After  making  this  discovery,  I extended  my 
observations  to  a number  of  smaller  rooms  and  garrets;  and  I found,  without 
exception,  that  the  occupiers  of  the  white  rooms  were  much  more  healthy  than 
the  occupiers  of  the  yellow  or  buff  coloured  rooms  ; and  wherever  I succeeded 
in  inducing  the  occupiers  of  the  yellow  rooms  to  change  the  colour  for  white- 
wash, I always  found  a corresponding  improvement  in  the  health  and  spirits  of 
the  occupiers.” 

Short  engagements.  Of  this  evil  I have  repeatedly  complained,  and  the 
more  I study  and  trace  its  crippling  tendency,  the  more  imperative  does  direct- 
ing consideration  to  its  impeding  effects,  to  me  become.  In  no  district  where 
short  engagements  are  persisted  in,  is  education  really  thriving.  .That  it  is  so, 
must  be  patent  to  every  observant  reflecting  mind.  Small  indeed  must  be  the 
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modicum  of  instruction  that  a teacher  can  give  in  four  or  six  months  ; and 
smaller  still,  where  it  happens  that  he  was  preceded  in  office  by  another  whose 
chance  to  improve  the  school  was  no  better  than  his  own.  What  adds  to  the 
evil  is,  that  it  seldom  or  never  happens  in  such  cases,  that  when  the  term  of  one 
teacher  expires,  a successor  is  engaged  and  ready  to  step  in,  as  the  other  steps 
out.  Months,  nay  years,  not  unfrequently  pass,  before  a successor  makes  his 
appearance  ; and  after  he  does,  and  the  children  are  convened,  how  little  of  the 
teaching  of  the  last  they  bring  with  them  ! But  the  evil  is  not  confined 
to  frequent  succession  of  teachers,  and  long  intervenient  closings  of  schools. 
Those  who  accept  such  schools  are  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  persons  far  from 
competent  to  conduct  with  profit  any  school.  The  instruction  they  give  is 
generally  of  the  lowest  and  most  defective  kind.  Frequent  inspections  and  strict 
examinations  of  schools  are,  no  doubt,  checks  on  a careless,  negligent  discharge 
of  duty  ; but  even  this  this  can  be,  only  when  engagements  are  sufficiently  long 
to  afford  opportunities  of  repeated  visits. 

Respecting  this  hindrance  to  the  advancement  of  education,  in  about  half  the 
school  districts  within  my  field  of  inspection,  I have  remonstrated  with  school 
Commissioners,  I have  remonstrated  with  many  parents,  but  as  yet,  in  most 
cases,  very  unsatisfactorily.  Not  till  the  law  is  on  our  side,  can  we  successfully 
combat  it.  Of  129  teachers  under  my  inspection,  only  55  are  engaged  for  1 
year ; 15  are  engaged  for  10  months,  3 for  9 months,  4 for  8 months,  2 for  7 
months,  25  for  6, 8 for  5,  8 for  4, 4 for  3,  1 for  2,  and  3 for  1 month.  The  engage- 
ment of  1 teacher  was  for  11  months — 129.  The  terms  of  74,  therefore,  were 
under  12  months,  and  of  51  under  8.  A few  further  remarks  respecting  the 
engagement  of  teachers  may  not  here  be  out  of  place.  Nearly  all  the  best  teach- 
ers within  my  sections  of  inspection  are  engaged  for  twelve  or  eleven  months  ; but 
even  this  extension  of  term  is  not  sufficient  to  secure  the  steady  and  continuous 
advancement  of  the  scholar.  In  twelve  months,  the  efficient  active  teacher  can, 
no  doubt,  do  not  a little  to  raise  the  character  of  a school  and  bring  it  into  healthy 
working  order.  But  if,  after  having  done  so  much  and  well,  he  then  leave,  not  a 
little  of  the  effects  of  his  labours  will  be  lost,  though  he  may  be  succeeded  by 
even  his  equal  in  competency.  I have  observed  this,  and  with  regret,  in  some 
of  our  best  institutions,  our  best  scholars  are  generally  those  who  continue  long- 
est under  the  same  efficient  teachers.  I have  repeatedly  averred,  that  three  years 
should  be  the  minimum  period  that  a teacher  should  have  charge  of  the  same 
school.  In  all  the  schools  under  my  inspection,  that  have  had  for  two  or  three 
years  the  same  competent  zealous  teachers,  the  progress  of  the  scholars  is  the 
most  satisfactory.  But  in  schools  that  have  a yearly  succession  of  even  good 
teachers,  the  advancement  of  the  children  is  less,  and  less  thorough. 

In  conclusion,  I would  state  with  respect  to  my  own  field  of  inspection,  that 
wherever  there  is  a willing  and  hearty  co-operation  of  School  Commissioners, 
trustees,  and  people  with  the  inspector,  there  is  manifestly  a very  favour- 
able change.  Schools  are  better  conducted,  teaching  is  more  efficient,  and  chil- 
dren are  treated  more  as  rational,  intelligent  beings.  Their  understandings  are 
more  addressed  and  cultivated,  and  the  value  and  uses  of  the  truths  taught  are 
more  frequently  adverted  to  and  illustrated.  This,  however,  is  not  everywhere 
the  case.  Former  notions  about  schools,  schoolmasters,  and  teaching  are  tena- 
ciously clung  to,  and  not  a little  effort  is  made  to  resist  as  expensive  innovations 
and  not  in  the  least  required,  what  we  call  educational  improvements.  Such 
opposition  rework  ders  theof  inspection  difficult,  and  of  school  improvement  slow. 

In  comparing  the  progress  of  education  in  some  municipalities  and  school 
districts  with  that  of  others,  there  is  a favourable  difference,  scarcely  to  be  traced 
by  the  unob^rvant,  though  evident.  In  others  the  difference  is  manifest  and 
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striking, — showing  in  every  round  of  visits,  that  the  good  work  is  satisfactorily 
progressing,  though  yet  in  not  a few,  I regret  to  say,  the  standing  still  system 
shows  its  inergetic  tendency.  Wherever  indifference,  apathy,  or  national  pre- 
judice exists,  improvements  in  anything  must  be  slow  and  doubtful  ; and  it  is 
only  when  the  former  give  way,  and  convictions  of  the  worth  of  the  latter  gain 
the  ascendency,  that  their  advancement  acquires  an  onward  steady  tendency, 
that  their  growth  quickens,  and  their  perfection  speeds  on.  The  most  valuable 
discoveries  and  improvements  of  modern  times,  met  with  opposition,  and  many 
of  those  who  made  them  received  for  reward  the  contempt  and  laughter  of  the 
incredulous  and  vulgar.  Fulton,  who  first  blessed  America  with  a steamboat 
was,  in  his  first  attempt  to  put  his  experiment  into  operation  on  the  Hudson  River, 
hooted  and  laughed  at,  and  his  services  were  so  little  valued  that  he  was  allowed 
to  die  a beggar  ! When,  on  one  occasion,  he  requested  of  Congress  the  use  of 
the  Hall  of  the  house  of  representatives  to  deliver  an  address  on  the  use  of  steam 
for  propellirxg  boats,  he  was  refused,  the  assembled  wisdom  of  the  nation  deeming 
the  idea  too  absurd  for  the  consideration  of  reasonable  men.  Any  opposition  we 
may  meet  cannot  equal  this,  nor  can  our  services  be  so  little  valued. 

CITY  OF  MONTREAL. 

School  No.  1,  Griffintown,  under  the  protestant  board  of  school  commis- 
sioners. Mr.  Robertson  is  still  the  teacher  of  this  school.  Found  it  in  its  usual 
good  order,  and  conducted  with  spirit  and  sound  judgment.  By  the  school 
journal,  there  is  a gradual  increase  of  numbers,  and  less  irregularity  in  the  attend- 
ance. All  the  classes  were  examined,  seriatim^  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest. 
Results  very  favourable  to  Mr.  Robertson’s  assiduity  and  zeal.  The  reading  of 
his  most  advanced  class  was  very  correct,  fluent  and  expressive  ; and  the  mean- 
ing was  well  brought  out  both  by  tone  and  emphasis.  The  examinatory  ques- 
tions were  well  and  readily  answered,  though  riiuch  varied,  and  somewhat 
excursive.  Dictation  spelling  good.  The  under  senior  classes  also  showed 
very  satisfactory  advancement,  since  last  examined.  All  their  test  exercises 
were  gone  through  very  creditably.  The  progress  of  his  junior  divisions  is  very 
considerable,  since  my  last  visit.  To  make  them  advance  so  satisfactorily  must 
require  not  a little  pains  and  teaching  skill.  Writing  is  taught  with  much  care. 
Boldness  and  freedom  characterised  not  a few  copy-books.  In  grammar  and 
geography  there  is  a steady  advancement.  Arithmetic  receives  much  attention. 
Rules  and  their  principles  are  well  explained  and  exemplified  ; and  the  scholars 
are  exercised  on  each  rule,  till  familiar  with  it,  and  have  some  idea  of  its  appli- 
cation in  the  afiairs  of  life.  Considerable  pains  is  taken  in  grounding  well  his 
junior  division  in  the  fundamental  rules.  A few  are  studying  book-keeping,  and 
have  gone  through  a set  or  two  of  single  entry.  The  other  branches  at  present 
taught  are,  drawing,  French  and  music.  The  most  advanced  scholars  are  taught 
the  use  of  globes,  and  nearly  all  the  scholars  are  taught  charts  and  wall  maps. 
The  school  is  at  present  in  a healthy  flourishing  state. 

School  No.  2,  Colborne  Avenue,  conducted  by  Mr.  Arnold.  I have  always 
reported  favourably  of  Mr.  Arnold’s  school,  and  of  his  method  of  teaching;  but 
wishing  1o  familiarise  myself  more  with  his  modes  of  teaching  and  training  his 
classes,  and  his  system  of  school  organisation,  I spent  the  whole  forenoon  and  after- 
noon of  the  4th  September,  observing  how  his  school  is  conducted,  and  his 
scholars  are  taught. 

The  best  way  to  obtain  my  object,  I thought,  was  to  allow  Mr.  Arnold  and 
his  assistant,  (his  daughter,)  to  go  through  their  school  work  in  their  usual  way. 
This  would  enable  me  to  form  a more  correct  idea  of  their  method  of  teaching 
and  training,  than  by  examining  each  class  myself  and  in  my  owirway. 
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The  following  is  the  substance  of  my  notes,  written  as  each  was  proceeding 
with  his  or  her  class,  viz  : 

1st.  A,  B,  C,  class.  This  class  is  taught  letters  in  a very  interesting  way : let- 
ters are  described  and  explained  so  as  to  make  learning  the  alphabet  a pleasing  exer- 
cise. By  supposing  parts  of  letters  left  out  or  cut  off,  other  letters  are  formed,  which 
the  child  has  to  name.  This  commands  attention  and  exercises  the  understand- 
ing. Sometimes  an  addition  to  a letter  is  supposed,  by  which  a different  letter 
is  formed,  to  make  out  which,  he  has  to  compare  and  consider.  To  make  them 
familiar  with  the  different  shapes  of  letters,  and  impress  them  more  and  more  on 
the  mind,  they  are  made  to  trace  their  forms  in  the  air,  or  on  a smooth  surface, 
and  also  by  finger-positions  to  give  their  shapes  as  nearly  as  they  can.  In  writing 
the  letters  to  form  words,  (the  simplest  of  course  at  first,)  the  same  method  of 
describing,  explaining,  omitting,  adding,  &c.,  is  continued,  by  which  the  whole 
process  of  leaching  and  training  the  class  is  interestingly  followed  up.  The  res- 
ponses of  the  children  are  sometimes  individual,  and  sometimes  simultaneous, 
according  to  the  signal  of  the  teacher.  In  the  course  of  these  exercises,  training 
the  voice  is  not  neglected.  And  this  is  continued,  till  they  have  acquired  perfect 
command  of  their  vocal  powers. 

2d.  The  next  division  is  taught  and  trained  in  the  same  intelligent,  and 
pleasant  way.  The  general  rule  is  “ that  no  part  of  the  lesson  is  passed,  till  read 
correctly,  and  every  word  is  understood,  separately  and  combined.”  The  teacher 
at  first  leads  the  clsss,  showing  them  how  to  read,  as  this  respects  manner,  tone,  enun- 
ciation and  orthography.  Then  they  read,  the  teacher  guiding  and  keeping  them 
right;  and  care  is  taken  that  every  word  is  distinctly,  slowly  and  correctly 
pronounced,  first  separately,  then  combined  with  other  words.  Thus  the  forming 
of  bad  habits  is  prevented,  and  proper  habits  in  reading  are  early  fostered.  In 
questioning  the  class  many  interesting  truths,  illustrative  of  the  lesson  are  thrown 
in ; and  all  his  explanations  are  given,  in  a manner  familiar  and  inviting,  and 
calculated  to  draw  out  the  ideas  of  the  children,  and  aid  them  in  generating  new 
ones.  The  different  meanings  and  various  applications  of  words  are  also  attended 
to,  and  successfully,  even  at  this  stage  of  advance. 

This  class  understood  lessons  better,  and  in  answering  questions,  showed 
more  knowledge  of  many  things,  than  the  highest  classes  in  some  schools. 

3d.  This  division  is  taught  in  nearly  the  same  manner  as  the  preceding. 
But  more  attention  is  paid  to  vocal  modulations  and  emphases.  Test  questions 
are  answered  with  books  closed  ; but  when  the  class  is  under  training,  with  books 
open.  Much  attention  is  paid  to  spelling  in  this  class,  and  in  such  ways  as  to 
compel  attention  and  interest  them. 

What  drew  my  attention  most,  in  observing  his  plan  in  teaching  this  class 
was,  his  method  of  reading  and  explaining  their  prescribed  lesson  for  next  day, 
to  he  studied  at  home.  The  lesson  is,  first,  read  through,  slowly,  and  with  distinct 
enunciation,  to  show  the  connexion  of  the  whole  passage  lesson  ; then,  from 
stop  to  stop,  the  children  pronouncing  simultaneously  every  word,  imitating  the 
teacher  as  closely  as  possible  ; then  every  word,  expression,  phrase,  &c.,  even 
to  the  title  of  the  lesson,  and  the  number  of  the  page,  supposed  to  need  explana- 
tion, is  explained  as  plainly  and  familiarly  as  possible  ; and  they  are  made  to 
repeat  his  explanations  to  enable  him  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  they  were 
attentively  listening  to  him,  and  knew,  so  as  to  remember,  what  was  said.  Thus 
they  are  prepared  to  study  at  home  what  they  understand,  and  they  come  next  day 
prepared  immediately  to  undergo  the  teacher’s  testing,  and  be  farther  trained. 
The  efficacy  of  the  course’of  training,  gone  through  in  the  lower  classes,shows  itself 
manifestly  in  this  class.  Here  much  care  is  taken  to  prevent  the  formation  of 
any  disagreeable  or  incorrect  habit.  Manner,  tone,  ease,  and  correctness  of  pro- 
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•ffiunciation  are  carefully  attended  to  ; and  the  class  appear  to  take  as  much 
interest  in  the  work,  and  in  trying  to  come  up  to  the  teacher’s  standard  as 
himself.  This  is  altogether  attributable  to  the  teacher’s  way  of  conducting  the 
work  of  the  class,  especially  to  his  method  of  questioning  and  giving  illustra- 
tions. No  inattention  was  observable  ; no  weariness  or  mental  wandering  could 
be  traced  in  their  movements  or  appearance. 

Their  new  lessons  are  read  and  explained  in  the  same  way  as  are  those  of 
No.  3. 

5th.  The  reading  of  this  class  showed  considerable  taste  and  correctness, 
and  the  understanding  evidently  went  along  with  the  reading.  No  stammering, 
hesitancy,  or  blundering  of  any  kind  was  observed,  and  the  least  defect  in  tone, 
manner,  emphasis,  &c.,  was  instantly  checked,  and  the  correction  well  repeated 
by  the  scholar.  After  the  questioning  and  training  part  of  the  work  is  gone 
over,  when  time  admits,  exercises  in  definitions,  derivation  of  words,  and  para- 
phrasing, simple  and  enlarged,  are  given.  The  good  effects  of  these  are  very 
observable  in  the  correctness  of  their  definition  of  words,  and  the  readiness 
with  which  they  apply  words  in  sentences  constructed  by  themselves. 

6th.  The  reading  of  this  class,  (which  is  the  most  advanced  in  the  school,) 
was  fluent,  and  the  tone  was  easy,  and  in  a few  instances,  expressive.  The 
, niceties  of  tasteful  reading,  and  not  a few  of  the  principles  of  elocution,  are 
more  attended  to  in  this  class,  but  less  of  the  minutiae  of  training.  The  proper 
place  to  attend  to  these  being  the  lower  classes.  Here  the  study  of  words  is 
more  followed  up,  analysing  sentences,  and  general  paraphrasing  are  also  more 
practised.  Dictation  and  outline  exercises  are  also  given  to  this  class. 

Speaking  generally  of  Mr.  Arnold’s  methods  of  teaching  and  training  his 
reading  classes;,  I would  remark,  that  he  evidently  aims  not  at  any  affected  style 
of  reading.  A plain,  transparent  mode  is  what  he  seems  to  aim  at : and  this  he 
teaches  by  his  own  example  in  every  class,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest.  The 
rule  is,  “ when  you  read,5e  in  earnest^  and  think  of  the  sense^  as  you  read;  and  so 
read,  as  to  make  that  sense  plain  to  those  who  hear  you.” 

The  rest  of  my  notes  I reserve  for  another  report.  I have  no  object  in  view, 
in  writing  so  much  about  an  individual  school,  but  a wish  to  direct  as  much 
attention  as  I can  to  improvements  in  teaching,  wherever  I find  them,  and  thus 
help  to  diffuse  a spirit  of  imitation  and  improvement  as  much  as  possible, 

I visited  and  have  to  report  favorably  of  the  national  school  in  connexion 
with  the  Church  of  England,  the  British  and  Canadian  schools,  the  American 
Presbyterian  free  school  ; the  ladies’  benevolent  institution,  and  the  orphan 
asylum. 


Tabular  view  of  Me.  Kobeetson  and  Me.  Aenold’s  Schools,  under  the  Protestant  Board  of  School 

Commissioners, 
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Both  these  schools  are  at  present  in  a yery  healthy  and  flourishing  state.  There  is  a gradual  increase  of  numbers  in  both.  The  instruction  receiyed  by  the 
children  in  the  common  and  essential  branches  of  education,  comes  up  to  that  received  in  our  High  Schools  and  Academies. 


Tabular  view  of  McGill  College  and  other  Superior  Educational  Institutions,  Montreal. 
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Table  of  other  Protestant  Schools  and  Benevolent  Institutions  Eeceiving  Government  Aid,  Montreal. 
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Table  showing  the  Aggregate  School  Attendance  of  each  Municipality,  with  reference  to  ages,  from  three  years  of 

age  to  twenty-one,  inclusive. 
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Extract  from  the  Report  of  Inspector  Roney. 

Ottawa,  Aylmer,  July^  1858. 

Sir, — in  transmitting  my  Annual  Report,  for  the  12  months  ending  the  first 
of  the  present  month,  I have  to  state  that  I had  the  pleasure  of  visiting  all  the 
schools  in  this  extensive  and  populous  district,  one  embracing  a larger  territorial 
extent  than  any  other  in  Canada,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  one  School  Inspector  ; 
and  although  my  visits  were  not  so  frequent  as  what  might  be  expected  would 
be  paid  by  one  School  Inspector  in  more  condensed  districts ; still,  with  the 
exception  of  the  more  remote  municipalities,  which  could,  of  necessity,  only  be 
visited  once  a year,  in  consequence  of  the  state  of  the  roads,  which  latter  I have 
only  visited  once,  to  those  more  proximate  to  this  place,  I have  paid  several 
visits. 

You  will  perceive  from  the  accompanying  statistical  tables,  that  there  is  no 
diminution  during  the  past  year,  either  in  the  increase  or  progress  of  the  pupils 
in  attendance  within  the  district  of  my  inspection  ; and  if  we  look  retrospectively, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  increase  has, more  than  quadrupled,  since  the  commence- 
ment of  my  inspection.  A glance  at  the  returns  of  your  predecessor.  Dr. 
Meilleur,  will  fully  corroborate  this  statement.  The  friends  of  education  in  this 
district,  and  the  advocates  and  supporters  of  the  present  law,  cannot  behold  but 
with  the  utmost  gratification  this  important  announcement.  Again  if  we  look 
at  the  more  remote  and  newly  erected  municipalities,  the  improvement  is  even 
greater  than  in  the  old  ones.  Let  us  take  for  instance  the  four  most  westerly 
municipalities  within  the  district,  and  consequently  in  this  Province,  viz  : those 
of  Mansfield,  Waltham,  Chichester  and  Sheen.  In  the  year  1852,  there  were  no 
schools  whatever  within  these  municipalities.  At  the  present  period  there  are 
seven,  one  of  which  might  be  classed  as  an  academy.  At  the  period  already 
referred  to,  there  could  scarcely  be  found,  in  those  municipalities,  a youth  of  the 
age  of  ten  years  who  knew  more  than  his  alphabet,  whilst,  at  the  present  period, 
there  could  scarcely,  I think,  be  found  a youth  of  that  age  who  is  not  a good 
reader,  and  who  also  is  not  somewhat  acquainted  with  writing  and  arithmetic  ; 
there  are  also  to  be  found  youths  above  that  age,  who  are  advanced  in  the  higher 
branches  of  an  English  education,  and  also  well  versed  in  arithmetic,  geography, 
and  the  natural  sciences.  He  who  has  paid  a visit  to  the  schools,  that  were  in 
operation  in  those  municipalities,  in  the  year  1853,  and  those  that  are  in  operation 
at  present,  cannot  but  remark  this  extraordinary  and  gratifying  fact.  Much 
credit  is  due  to  the  School  Commissioners  of  these  municipalities  who  wisely, 
and  at  much  sacrifice  of  time,  and  receiving  at  the  same  time  much  public 
odium,  insisted  upon  the  law  being  carried  into  effect  there.  Much  credit  is 
likewise  due  to  the  principal  school  teachers  in  these  municipalities,  viz:  Messrs. 
Burton,  Corr,  Donahoe  and  O’Neil,  for  the  extraordinary  progress  made  by  the 
pupils  there;  I might  mention  that  some  of  Mr.  Corr’s  pupils  in  the  Greek  and 
Latin  classics,  and  mathematics,  are  now  students  in  the  College  of  Bytown ; 
the  system  is  likewise  highly  appreciated  in  the  northern  municipalities  of  this 
district,  and  also  in  the  eastern,  more  particularly  in  Masham,  Wakefield,  Mani- 
waki  and  St.  Andre  Avelin. 

The  academies,  all  of  which  have  sprung  into  existence  since  1852,  and 
which  are  conducted  by  teachers  of  good  classical  attainments,  are  well  attended, 
and  have  been  productive  of  much  good,  towards  advancing  pupils  in  the  higher 
branches  of  education.  These  institutions  have  likewise  trained  many  youths 
as  schoolmasters,  and  have  in  a great  measure  supplied  the  desideratum  of  a 
Normal  school  here,  to  dilate  upon  the  advantages  of  such  institutions,  in  such 
a district  as  Ottawa,  where  there  are  no  Normal  schools,  would  be  superfluous. 
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There  is  a manifest  improvement  with  regard  to  the  qualification  of  common 
school  teachers  in  this  district,  within  the  past  few  years.  The  progress  of  the 
scholars  in  the  attendance  at  the  common  school,  is  attributable  to  this  circum- 
stance ; and  if  we  expect  that  progress  to  continue,  we  must  do  all  in  our  power, 
not  only  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  teacher,  but  also  to  aid  him  whilst  he 
is  endeavouring  to  elevate  himself  for  the  important  position  that  he  is  called  to 
fill.  The  country  fortunately  possesses  sufficient  advantages  to  enable  the 
teacher  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  one  part  of  his  destiny,  owing  to  the  numerous  ins- 
titutions that  exist  in  every  part  of  Canada,and  which  for  excellence  are  not  surpass- 
ed, if  equaled  in  any  British  colony.  These  yield  him  such  an  education  as  is  neces- 
sary to  enable  him  to  fill  that  important  part,  either  in  society  or  over  his  charge 
that  he  is  expected  to  fill ; but  I regret  to  say  that,  in  a pecuniary  point  of  view 
he  can  scarcely  alford  himself  that  advantage.  The  low  salaries  of  teachers  will 
fully  corroborate  this  statement,  and  it  affords  me  much  regret  to  state  that  on 
the  opposite  shores  of  the  Ottawa,  which  are  in  Upper  Canada,  the  school-master 
is  better  remunerated  than  he  is  in  this  section  of  the  Province.  It  is,  however, 
gratifying  to  learn  that  even  here,  his  position  is,  at  the  present  time,  much 
improved  to  what  it  was  several  years  ago,  this  change  might  be  attributable  both 
to  the  influence  of  the  School  Commissioners  and  the  Inspector. 

I have  invariably  impressed  upon  Commissioners  and  others  the  importance 
of  having  a small  lot  of  ground  for  a garden,  attached  to  the  school-house  ; and 
this  suggestion  has  in  some  cases,  been  attended  to. 

While  some  improvements  have  been  made  in  the  construction  of  school- 
houses,  still  I regret  to  observe  there  is  much  room  for  improvement  in  this 
respect ; the  old  ones  are,  in  general,  too  diminutive,  badly  supplied  with  desks 
and  other  furniture,  and  few  possessing  either  maps  or  black-boards  ; it  affords 
me,  however,  much  pleasure  to  state,  that  our  best  common  schools,  and  all  our 
academies,  are  tolerably  supplied  with  these  important  appurtenances,  and  some 
of  them  are  possessed  of  libraries. 

It  again  affords  me  much  gratification  in  observing,  that  there  is  a great 
improvement  in  the  literary  qualification  of  school  Commissioners  within  these 
past  years  ; there  is  also  a manifest  desire,  on  the  part  of  the  population,  to  elect 
well  educated  Commissioners  ; and  nothing  has  more  contributed  to  advance  the 
cause  of  education  in  this  district,  than  the  proper  selection  of  such  functionaries. 

I am  happy  to  state,  that  the  principle  of  voluntary  contribution  is  chiefly 
abandoned  in  this  district;  still,  in  some  indigent  municipalities,  it  is  the  only 
expedient  that  can  be  resorted  to,  for  raising  an  equivalent  equal  to  that  which 
is  required,  in  order  to  obtain  the  government  grant.  I am  happy  to  state,  that, 
several  of  such  municipalities  have  at  considerable  sacrifice,  used  their  utmost 
exertions  to  comply  with  the  law,  I might  particularize  those  of  St.  Andre 
Avelin,  Portland,  and  Maniwaki.  A great  number  of  teachers  have  availed  them- 
selves of  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  diplomas,  owing  to  the  appointment  of  a 
Board  of  Examiners,  This  Board  however,  as  it  is  constituted  chiefly  of  business 
men  and  a few  clergymen,  and  all  of  the  latter  being,  with  one  exception,  non- 
residents, is  far  from  being  available. 

The  prizes  which  you  entrusted  to  my  care,  to  be  distributed  to  the  most 
meritorious  scholars  in  my  district,  have  all  been  awarded  by  me  in  strict  acco  - 
dance  with  your  instructions  ; and  I have  much  pleasure  in  observing,  that  such 
a system,  which  has  hitherto  been  carried  on  by  private  donors,  but  now  by  the 
government,  has  given  an  animus  to  the  pupils,  and  added  materially  to  their 
proficiency  in  the  different  schools.  The  provision  was  benevolent,  granting  to 
superannuated  teachers  a pension.  This  provision  has  as  yet  only  been  taken 
advantage  of  by  very  few  in  this  district.  In  fact  owing  to  this  section  of  the 
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Province  having  only  been  comparatively  recently  settled,  a limited  number 
only  are  entitled  to  this  Grant,  but  it  is  consoling  for  the  old  teacher  to  know  that 
Government  has  made  some  provision  for  him  in  his  old  age. 

The  journal  of  Education  has  been  regularly  received,  and  perused  by  me 
with  much  satisfaction,  and  also  by  all  with  whom  I have  conversed  throughout 
this  District. 

Whilst  I cannot  but  say  that  the  Grant  for  the  erection  of  School  buildings 
was  in  many  instances  misapplied,  and  the  Law  not  strictly  carried  into  effect, 
still  the  object  was  a good  one,  and  if  continued,  and  ,the  appropriation  made 
judiciously,  would  operate  beneficially. 

It  is  with  much  gratification  that  I have  to  observe,  that  all  cavils  existing  in 
this  district  between  religious  parties,  on  school  matters,  have  been  pretty  nearly 
quashed.  Every  opportunity  and  assistance  have  been  afforded  those  parties 
who  desire  to  become  dissentients.  The  only  municipalities  that  have  availed 
themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  law  in  this  respect  since  the  period  of  my 
inspection  are  Buckingham,  Aylmer  and  Bristol,  while  at  the  present  moment, 
the  catholic  population  of  Hull,  who  it  appears  are  in  the  minority,  are  about 
becoming  dissentients. 

I will  now,  as  usual,  give  you  a recapitulation  of  the  matter,  embodied  in 
the  statistical  tables,  accompanying  the  same  with  a few  remarks. 

Seigniory  of  Petite  Nation. — There  are  three  municipalities  in  this  Seig- 
niory, and  in  no  section  of  the  district  has  education  made  more  rapid  strides. 
By  taking  a glance  at  .the  returns  of  the  superintendent  of  education  for  1853, 
and  the  tables  accompanying  this  Report,  this  will  be  easily  perceived.  At  pre- 
sent there  are  19  schools  in  operation  in  these  municipalities. 

Lochaber. — Much  attention  has  invariably  been  paid  to  education  in  this 
municipality ; and  much  credit  is  due  to  the  school  Commissioners  there,  among 
whom  I might  particularize  the  names  of  Messrs.  Camerons  of  Thurso,  Dole  and 
others.  The  village  of  Thurso,  a rapidly  growing  place,  and  in  which  the  cir- 
cuit Court  for  the  lower  section  of  this  district  is  held,  is  well  entitled  to  a model 
school,  there  are  at  present  6 schools  in  operation  in  this  municipality. 

Buckinghan. — The  academy  that  was  established  here  in  1855,  and  of  which 
Mr.  Fitzgerald  has  continued  to  be  since  1855,  the  head  mavSter,  has  supplied 
the  wants  of  the  lower  section  of  the  district,  in  providing  them,  in  a great 
measure  with  common  school  teachers.  This  institution  has  always  been  well 
attended,  and  it  affords  me  much  gratification  in  stating,  that  the  course  of 
instruction  has  been  such  as  to  commend  itself  to  parties  of  all  religious  denomi- 
nations. The  Rev.  Messrs.  Brady  and  Morris,  the  former  of  the  catholic,  and 
the  latter  of  the  protestant  persuasion,  have  been  the  most  strenuous  supporters, 
not  only  of  the  cause  of  education  in  the  municipality,  but  also  in  the  lower 
section  of  the  county.  With  the  exception  of  the  schools  in  the  village,  I 
regret  to  state,  that  I cannot  report  so  favorably  of  those  at  present  throughout 
the  township,  still  I yet  augur  much  good  through  the  patriotic  exertions  of  these 
Revd.  Gentlemen. 

Templeton.-. — There  is  a slight  improvement  in  this  municipality  since  my 
last  report,  yet  much  apathy  still  exists,  there  are  only  2 schools  in  operation 
here. 

Hull. — I regret  to  state,  that  owing  to  a dispute  in  the  Chelsea  District  of  this 
municipality  there  are  fears  entertained  of  dissent ; this  I regret  exceedingly,  as 
matters  have  heretofore  gone  on  harmoniously,  and  with  much  profit,  these  few 
years  past.  The  number  of  schools  and  the  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  at 
these  schools,  have  in  no  manner  diminished,  within  these  few  years  past,  except 
in  the  Chelsea  district. 
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Aylmer. — The  state  of  education  in  this  municipality  is,  as  usual,  flourishing. 
The  number  of  schools  of  all  kinds  is  4,  and  2 academies.  On  the  whole,  a& 
might  be  expected,  the  youths  are  better  educated  than  any  in  the  district,  a cir- 
cumstance solely  to  be  attributed  to  the  liberality  of  the  government,  in  endowing 
liberally  the  public  institutions  here. 

Wakefield.- — There  are  2 good  schools  in  operation  here,  conducted  by  well 
qualified  teachers,  the  youths  are  pretty  well  advanced  in  the  ordinary  branches. 

Masham. — There  are  4 schools  in  operation  in  this  Township,  one  of  which 
is  in  the  French  Canadian  section  of  the  municipality. 

Low. — Notwithstanding  all  my  exertions,  I cannot  get  the  inhabitants  in  this 
municipality  to  comply  with  the  law  : there  is  only,  as  usual,  one  independent 
school  in  operation  here. 

Eardley. — There  has  been  much  improvement  in  this  municipality  during  the 
past  year.  The  schools  at  present  in  existence  are  3 ; and  the  principal  inhabitants 
exert  themselves,  as  they  have  always  done,  to  promote  the  cause  of  education. 

Onslow. — There  is  very  little  change  in  this  municipality  since  my  last 
report ; the  most  influential  persons  there  take  very  little  interest  in  the  cause,  the 
entire  burden  devolving  chiefly  on  the  poorer  classes  ; the  schools  are,  however, 
tolerably  well  attended,  the  teachers  are  well  qualified,  and  possess  diplomas. 

Bristol. — Much  interest  has  always  been  taken  in  the  cause  of  education  in 
this  municipality  : the  attendance  is  good,  and  the  qualifications  of  the  teachers 
are  likewise  good. 

Clarendon. — The  academy  alone  can  be  spoken  of  with  praise  ; the  common 
schools  languish,  and  the  attendance  is  far  from  being  satisfactory. 

Litchfield. — Education  still  continues  to  improve  here,  and  it  would  be  well 
for  the  neighbouring  municipalities  to  profit  by  it ; all  the  most  influential  of  the 
inhabitants  are  most  active  in  the  promotion' of  it,  and  the  result  is  most  satisfac- 
tory. An  academy  is  very  desirable  at  Portage  du  Fort,  which  is  the  County 
Town. 

Calumet  Island. — There  are  3 good  schools  in  operation  in  this  municipality,, 
conducted  by  well  qualified  teachers,  the  attendance  is  good. 

Mansfield  and  Waltham. — There  are  likewise  3 good  schools  in  operation  in 
this  municipality,  and  the  progress  of  the  pupils  is  very  satisfactory. 

Chichester  and  Sheen. — There  are  three  schools  in  operation  here,  and  about 
being  commenced,  all  of  which  are  attended,  and  conducted  by  well  qualified 
teachers. 

Allumette  Island. — Much  attention  has  invariably  been  given  to  the  state  of 
education  in  this  Municipality,  through  the  exertions  of  the  Revd.  Mr.  Lynch,  a 
gentleman  to  whom  I have  frequently  alluded  in  my  former  Reports.  The 
attendance  is  good,  and  the  progress  of  the  pupils  highly  satisfactory. 

Waterloo. — One  school  here  : the  progress  is  good,  and  the  attendance  large.  . 
The  qualification  of  the  teacher  is  likewise  good. 

Maniwaki. — Municipality  indigent,  population  chiefly  Indians,  one  school 
in  operation.  The  Rev.  Father  ^Deleage,  of  the  order  of  Oblats,  who  superin- 
tends the  Mission,  takes  most  lively  interest  in  the  cause  of  Education  in  this 
Municipality. 

Portland. — This  is  a very  thinly  settled  Township,  and  the  inhabitants  who 
are  chiefly  poor,  are  struggling  hard  to  support  one  school. 


Extract  from  a Report  of  Mr,  Inspector  Lanctot. 

I have  but  little  new  matter  to  add,  in  this  report,  to  the  remarks  which  I had 
the  honor  to  make  in  my  last  report,  concerning  the  state  of  education  in  this 
district  of  inspection. 
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The  progress  to  which  I was  happy  to  testify,  last  year,  has,  in  general,  con- 
tinued since,  with  drawbacks  more  or  less  important,  in  different  municipalities. 
The  teachers,  male  and  female,  have  in  general  been  selected  with  greater  care 
than  heretofore.  The  salaries  granted,  more  especially  to  the  latter,  are  as  high 
as  the  means  of  the  majority  of  parents  would  warrant ; the  school  houses  have 
been  enlarged  and  repaired  in  several  localities  ; the  pupils  have  been  furnished 
with  books  at  the  expense  of  the  municipalities.  Under  the  influence  of  the 
measures  introduced  by  the  government,  and  by  the  department  of  public  instruc- 
tion, education  will,  no  doubt,  continue  to  progress  with  increased  activity. 
Such  is  my  conviction,  and  such  is  my  hope  ; but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Inspector 
should  be  the  last  to  conceal  from  himself,  or  overlook  in  his  reports,  the  difficul- 
ties still  to  be  met  with.  It  is  his  first  duty,  at  whatever  cost,  to  make  them 
known,  as  he  alone,  in  his  visits,  can  discover  them  ; and  as  an  evil  can  generally 
be  remedied  easily  when  once  its  cause  is  well  known.  I shall,  therefore,  set 
forth  here,  those  which  I consider  the  most  serious. 

1st.  Although  the  Legislature  has  acted  with  great  generosity  towards  the 
primary  schools,  and  though  its  solicitude  for  the  education  of  the  people  is  beyond 
doubt,  the  amount  granted  for  common  schools,  seems  to  me  to  be  still  insuffi- 
cient. In  my  opinion,  the  people  contribute  with  generosity,  and  as  much  as 
their  resources  permit,  towards  remunerating  the  teachers.  They  feel  that  they 
cannot  allow  the  men  who  devote  themselves  to  the  education  of  their  children  to 
remain  in  poverty.  They  have,  I feel  certain,  done  everything  in  their  power  ; 
still,  a great  deal  remains  to  be  done.  The  model  school  teachers  are  not  suffi- 
ciently well  paid.  The  school-masters  lack  school  apparatus,  which  is  all  but 
indispensable,  and  many  other  wants  are  felt.  A little  more  money  for  the  schools 
would  make  matters  easy,  and  produce  benefits  hitherto  unknown. 

2d.'  The  examination  which  the*  law  obliges  teachers  to  undergo,  has  not  had 
the  desired  effect ; for  the  extreme  indulgence  shewn  to  female  teachers,  has  made 
the  law  all  but  a fiction.  The  number  of  female  teachers  manifestly  incompe- 
tent to  direct  a school,  who  hold  diplomas,  is  so  great  as  to  justify  a refusal  of  all 
confidence  in  such  diplomas.  In  several  parts  of  this  district,  the  commissioners 
have  been  deceived  by  these  apparent  evidences  of  competency,  and  a large  pro- 
portion of  the  schools  visited  by  me,  owe  their  inferiority  to  this  cause.  I could 
mention  several  municipalities  in  which  these  female  teachers,  holding  diplomas^ 
receive  salaries  of  £36  and  £40,  and  are  yet  scarcely  able  to  write.  This  is  a very 
serious  evil,  which  will  greatly  increase  and  assume  a much  greater  development, 
■unless  the  commissioners,  as  I have  everywhere  urged,  make  them  undergo  an 
examination  previous  to  engaging  them. 

Besides  the  female  teachers  who  are  absolutely  incompetent,  there  are  a large 
number  of  them,  who,  though  well  instructed,  are  unwilling  to  make  use  of  the 
new  methods,  and  who,  I must  say,  do  not  do  their  best  to  give  complete  satis- 
faction to  the  public.  I am  aware  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  provide  a remedy  for 
this  matter.  Improvement  on  this  head  is  only  to  be  looked  for  from  our  superior 
schools  for  girls,  the  influence  of  which  is  already  very  beneficially  felt,  and  from 
an  attentive  supervision. 

Male  teachers  are  now  very  rarely  to  be  met  with,  except  in  the  model 
schools  or  academies.  They  are  all,  I believe,  sufficiently  well  instructed,  and 
the  majority  of  them  perform  their  duties  well. 

.3d.  There  is  great  room  for  improvement  in  the  teaching.  There  ought  to  be 
fixed  rules,  giving  the  outlines  of  the  system,  and  pointing  out  the  course  of  studies 
to  be  pursued.  These  rules  could  never  have  weight  and  be  respected,  unless  as 
emanating  from  a higher  authority,  such  as  the  council  of  public  instruction.  In 
all  our  schools,  but  more  especially  in  the  elementary  schools^  the  method  of 
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teaching  is  not  sufficiently  practical.  There  are  too  many  subjects  taught,  and 
the  teaching  is  too  mechanical.  The  children  are  not  shewn  how  to  make  use  of 
what  they  are  taught.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  pupils  fall  into  apathy,  and 
the  parents  become  fatally  prejudiced.  In  fine,  everything  asserted  in  relation  to 
this  subject,  by  the  author  of  the  admirable  writings  on  teaching,  as  re-published 
in  the  “ Journal  of  Public  Instruction,”  would  apply  literally  to  our  schools- 

4th.  Another  obstacle  to  education  arises  from  the  very  books  used  in  the 
schools,  more  especially  the  reading  books.  I look  upon  this  subject  as  of  great 
importance.  I enlarged  upon  it  in  the  first  report  which  I had  the  honor  to  pre- 
sent to  the  superintendent  of  education.  We  have  but  one  reading  book,  and  no 
doubt  a very  fine,  and  better  still,  a very  excellent  book,  “ Les  devoirs  du  Chre- 
tien,but  it  is  insufficient.  After  attending  our  schools  during  three  years,  the 
children  have  read  and  re-read  it,  ten  times.  The  same  ideas  and  the  same  words, 
are  continually  presented  to  them  and  they  tire  of  them.  They  lose  all  taste  for  read- 
ing. Bearing  in  mind  the  discernment  and  prudence,  with  which  the  series  of  read- 
ing books  used  in  the  Irish  national  schools,  have  been  prepared,  and  that  they 
have  been  adopted  in  the  Upper  Canadian  schools,  and  in  the  English  schools  in 
Lower  Canada,  is  it  not  to  be  regretted  that  these  books  have  not  been  transla- 
ted, and  introduced  into  our  schools.  It  would  occupy  too  much  time  to  enter 
into  details  here.  I shall  merely  mention  the  fact,  and  I beg  respectfully  to  call 
your  attention  to  this  point,  which  seems  to  me  of  great  importance. 

I wish  it  to  be  understood  that  I do  not  wish  to  banish  from  our  schools, 
the  noble  work  above  mentioned.  On  the  contrary,  let  it  remain,  but  not  alone  ; 
let  the  others  also  be  provided.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  have  no  good  works  on 
arithmetic,  or  book-keeping. 

It  is  also  requisite  that  our  schools  be  furnished  with  an  arithmetic,  based 
on  the  decimal  system,  as  this  system  of  calculation  has  now  been  all  but  uni 
versally  adopted  in  this  country.  We  are  also  in  want  of  good  treatises  on  the 
Arts  and  Sciences,  for  our  model  schools. 

I have  succeded  in  introducing  Mr.  Grarneau’s  abridgement  of  the  history  of 
Canada,  as  a reading  book  in  several  of  the  schools.  The  pupils  are  also  to 
commit  the  substance  of  it  to  memory,  so  as  to  be  able  to  answer  any  question 
which  may  be  put  to  them,  pointing  out  the  places  on  the  map  of  Canada. 

5th.  The  schools  are  not  visited  often  enough,  by  persons  competent  to  make 
such  visits  with  good  result.  Two  searching  visits  from  the  inspector,  with  at 
least  the  same  number  from  any  educated  parties  residing  in  the  vicinity,  would 
perhaps  suffice.  But  as  regards  myself,  with  a tract  of  country  nearly  187  leagues 
in  extent  to  be  traversed  in  any  direction,  it  appears  to  me  beyond  the  power  of 
man  to  accomplish  the  task  with  all  the  care,  and  devote  to  it  all  the  time  which 
it  would  require.  I think  it  would  be  better  to  increase  the  number  of  school 
inspectors,  and  to  allot  to  each  of  them  a less  extensive  district.  As  to  visits  from 
persons  other  than  the  inspectors,  there  are  none  made,  or,  if  there  be  any,  they 
are  made  with  so  much  haste,  and  in  so  superficial  a manner,  as  to  be  of  no  benefit 
whatever. 

Having  pointed  out  the  most  evident  obstacles  in  the  way  of  education,  ifi 
this  district  of  inspection,  I shall  say  a few  words  concerning  the  new  elements 
tending  to  promote  it. 

1.  At  the  head  must,  I think,  be  placed,  the  “Journal  of  Public  instruction 
for  Lower  Canada,”  of  which  this  section  of  the  country  may  justly  be  proud. 
What  a fund  of  instruction  may  not  the  teacher  find  therein,  both  for  himself 
and  for  his  pupils  ; I must  acknowledge,  however,  that  there  are  still  to  be 
found  teachers  who  do  not  receive  it  and  who  are  indifferent  regarding  a publi- 
cation of  so  much  interest  to  themselves . 
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3.  The  privilege  which  the  law  now  grants  of  doubling  the  maximum  rate 
of  the  assessment,  is  productive  of  great  benefit.  The  poor,  especially,  reap 
benefit  by  it ; under  this  alteration  of  the  law,  we  have  been  enabled  to  reduce 
the  minimum  rate  of  the  monthly  fees,  which  weighed  heavily  on  the  people,  in 
many  of  the  municipalities  and  to  exempt  from  them  in  toto,  many  parents  who 
were  too  poor  to  pay  them.  On  the  other  hand,  the  rate  of  assessment  has  been 
liberally  increased,  in  several  municipalities.  The  amendment  to  the  Law, 
authorising  the  commissioners  to  have  the  school  rates  collected  by  the  Secretary- 
Treasurers  of  the  municipal  councils,  and  in  accordance  with  the  system  of  col- 
lection in  force  under  the  municipal  law,  has  also  its  good  effect,  as  the  taxes 
are,  by  this  means,  more  easily  collected,  and  the  teachers  paid  with  more 
regularity. 

3.  The  conferences  of  the  teacher’s  associations  belonging  to  the  different 
districts  of  Inspection,  must  also  do  great  good.  That  of  my  district  is  regularly 
organised : three  meetings  have  already  taken  place,  and  I hope  the  teachers  will 
have  sufficient  zeal  to  keep  their  association  in  its  present  encouraging  position. 

4.  The  book  distributions  made  by  me,  in  pursuance  of  your  instructions, 
have  created  a good  deal  of  emulation  in  the  schools : it  is,  I believe,  an  excel- 
lent means  of  inducing  punctuality  and  application,  on  the  part  of  the  pupils. 
The  books  distributed  were  certainly  well  selected  for  the  purpose.  I regret  that 
I have  not  a yet  larger  number  at  my  disposal.  It  is  impossible  for  me  on  this 
account,  to  do  full  justice  to  merit,  in  many  of  the  schools. 


Extracts  from  a report  of  Mr.  Inspector  Leroux. 

I have  the  ’honor  to  transmit,  as  Inspector  for  the  counties  of  Rouville  and 
Bagot,  and  for  a portion  of  St.  Hyacinthe  and  Iberville,  the  report  of  my  visit  to 
the  schools  in  these  counties. 

Without  undertaking  to  point  out  what  it  would  be  important  to  do,  in  order  to 
remove  all  obstacles  to  the  cause  of  education,  I shall  confine  myself  to  a statement 
of  the  causes  by  which  its  progress  is  obstructed  in  some  localities,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  completely  paralysed  in  others.  I shall,  therefore,  refer  in  the  first  place 
to  the  manner  of  carrying  out  the  law  in  the  different  parishes  within  my  district. 
There  are  thirty-three  parishes  in  this  district.  Out  of  this  number,  only  seven 
seem  to  me  to  proceed  in  conformity  with  the  law  and  with  your  instructions  ; in 
notone  of  the  schools  have  I found  rules  in  force  for  the  guidance  of  the  teachers, 
in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

The  school-houses  are  generally  in  a very  bad  state,  they  are  also  unfurnished 
with  tables  and  proper  benches.  Nearly  all  of  them  lack  geographical  maps, 
that  is  to  say  good  maps,  for  there  are  maps  in  many  of  the  schools,  but  they 
are  inferior,  and  all  in  pieces  ; a large  number  of  the  schools  are  even  unpro- 
vided with  blackboards.  The  school  commissioners  are  in  general  very  negligent 
in  collecting  the  amounts  owed  by  the  rate  payers.  I must  state  also,  that  the 
teachers  are  very  irregularly  paid,  although  their  salaries  are  certainly  exceedingly 
small.  During  my  visit,  I met  a great  many  school  commissioners  who  had  no 
knowledge  whatever  of  the  affairs  of  [their  corporations : these,  of  course,  are  in 
a very  bad  state.  I found  secretary-treasurers  entirely  unfit  for  properly  performing 
the  duties  of  their  office.  Many  of  them  have  not  the  education  required  for  their 
position,  others  of  them  are  really  hostile  to  the  cause  of  education.  I regret  being 
obliged  to  add,  that  the  latter  are  men  of  education,  or  rather  of  bad  education. 
It  was  only  with  great  difficulty  I succeeded  in  obtaining  the  information  which 
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I required,  with  regard  to  monetary  matters ; for  this  reason,  I should  not  be  sur- 
prised to  find  that  errors  had  found  their  way  into  my  statistics.  But  if,  on  the 
one  hand,  I found  badly  disposed  persons,  I must,  on  the  other  hand,  do  justice  to 
those  who  are  not  of  that  number,  and  who  for  that  reason  deserve  greater  credit. 

I also  regret,  Mr.  Superintendant,  being  obliged  to  mention  a fact  which 
should  put  to  the  blush  all  School-Commissioners,  and  especially  all  Secretary- 
Treasurers,  to  whom  it  applies,  for  their  abuse  of  the  confidence  placed  in  them  by 
the  Commissioners.  It  consists  in  engaging  the  teachers  at  the  lowest  bid.  This 
manner  of  acting  is  exceedingly  blame-worthy.  The  result  of  it  is,  that  the  com- 
missioners, being  unable  to  procure  good  teachers  at  a bargain,  usually  engage 
unfit  parties,  so  that  the  schools  make  no  progress,  and  the  parents  continually 
protest  that  their  money  is  wasted,  and  that  their  children  lose  a large  portion  of 
their  time  and  leave  school  as  ignorant  as  when  they  entered  it. 

Lack  of  uniformity  in  the  books’  and  of  method  in  the  teaching,  are  two  other 
obstacles  which  it  would  be  very  important  to  remove.  I am  of  opinion  that 
there  will  be  but  little  progress,  until  a change  is  made  in  the  present  system  of 
teaching.  I thought  it  my  duty  to  forbid  the  use  of  certain  books  in  a large 
number  of  the  schools.  In  one  of  the  schools  there  were  six  reading  classes, 
and  I reduced  them  to  three,  in  order  to  avoid  expense  to  the  parents,  and  to  eco- 
nomise the  teacher’s  time. 

I recommended  the  teachers,  male  and  female,  to  adopt  the  mutual  system, 
or  the  simultaneous  system  of  teaching,  because  I am  convinced  that  these  two 
methods  are  the  best  and  most  expeditious.  I also  pointed  out  the  order  in  which 
each  subject  should  be  taught,  and  the  time  to  be  devoted  to  each.  I now  shew 
the  state  of  the  schools,  in  the  different  parishes  within  my  district  of  inspection. 


COUNTY  OF  IBERVILLE. 

Christieville. — There  are  two  middling  schools  in  this  locality ; in  that  under 
Mr.  Patrick  Murphy,  there  are  eighty  pupils ; the  teacher’s  salary  is  fifty  pounds 
and  both  languages  are  taught  in  the  School ; progress,  slow.  This  results  from 
the  large  number  of  pupils,  their  lack  of  punctuality,  the  want  of  requisites,  and 
above  all,  from  apathy  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  parents.  In  spite  of  all  the 
efforts  made  by  the  teachers  who  seems  to  me,  and  has  the  name  of  being,  a very 
zealous  person,  it  is  almost  a matter  of  impossibility  that  very  rapid  progress 
should  be  made. 

The  girls  school  is  directed  by  the  Misses  Virginie  and  Matilda  Hudon, 
holders  of  diplomas;  their  united  salaries  amount  to  £55.  Their  pupils  number 
45,  they  make  no  marked  progress.  Most  of  the  rate  payers  in  this  locality,  of 
any  means,  send  their  children  to  the  St.  Jean  Dorchester  academies. 

St.  Athanase. — In  this  municipality,  there  are  eight  catholic  schools  of  which 
two  are  under  the  control  of  I^ir.  Inspector  Parmelee.  Two  of  those  under  my 
control  are  closed,  one  on  account  of  the  poverty  of  the  section,  the  other  because 
the  teacher  got  married  and  gave  up  teaching  ; of  the  other  four,  two  are  slow  in 
progress.  One  of  them,  is  under  Miss  Louise  Poirier,  who  holds  a diploma  and 
receives  a salary  of  £27,  she  has  30  pupils ; the  other  is  directed  by  Miss  Philo- 
mene  Nadeau,  who  holds  a diploma,  receives  a salary  of  £20,  and  has  23  pupils. 
The  two  remaining  are  excellent  and  well  conducted  schools.  Miss  Marie 
Lavignon,  who  receives  a salary  of  £32,  conducts  one  of  them,  she  has  28  pupils; 
the  other  is  under  Miss  Celina  Daigle,  who  holds  a diploma,  receives  a salary  of 
thirty  pounds,  and  has  29  pupils.  The  pupils  of  these  two  schools  are  in  general 
well  forward  in  arithmetic,  orthography,  parsing  and  history ; but  the  study  of 
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geography  has  not  been  encouraged,  because  neither  of  the  schools  had  geogra- 
phical maps.  The  reading  and  writing  were  in  general  very  good,  and  I must 
say  that  the  success  attained  in  these  two  schools,  does  honour  to  the  worthy 
teachers  by  whom  they  are  conducted. 

St.  Gregoire. — There  are  10  schools  in  this  parish  : 1 primary  superior-school 
8 catholic  elementary  schools,  and  one  Protestant  dissentient  school,  under  Mr. 
Trefflet  Bruillet,  who  does  not  hold  a diploma  and  is  married ; his  salary  is  £50; 
pupils  12  : eight  prolestants  and  four  catholics.  The  pupils  of  these  schools  are 
merely  commencing  to  read  ; only  four  of  them  have  commenced  writing.  Of 
the  other  six  schools,  the  first  is  conducted  by  Miss  Henriette  Demers,  who  has 
no  diploma  ; salary,  £20,  15  pupils.  The  second  conducted  by  Miss  Clara  Her- 
vieux  ; diploma,  salary  £20,  pupils  27.  The  third  by  Miss  Ang^lique  Hervieux; 
23  years  of  age,  diploma,  salary  £20,  pupils,  32.  The  fourth  under  Miss  Elmire 
Carreau,  17  years  of  age,  holding  a diploma,,  salary,  £30,  and  65  pupils.  The 
fifth,  under  Miss  Piedalu,  who  holds  a diploma,  has  a salary  of  £20  and  56  pupils. 
The  teacher  (male)  of  the  sixth,  was  absent  at  the  time  of  my  visit ; all  these 
schools  are  very  inferior.  In  some  of  them  this  want  of  success  is  the  result  of 
ignorance,  and  in  the  others,  of  a lapk  of  ability  and  energy,  on  the  part  of  the 
female  teachers;  the  lack  of  zeal  displayed  by  a large  number  of  parents  is 
one  of  the  principal  obstacles  to  the  progress  of  these  schools.  Many  of  them 
cannot  make  up  their  minds  to  part  with  their  children  when  they  are  to  be  in- 
tructed.  Complaints  are  also  made  of  a want  of  books  and  other  matters  required 
by  the  children.  The  other  two  elementary  schools  are  conducted,  the  one  by 
Miss  Philomene  Frechette,  aged  19  years,  who  holds  a diploma,  receives  a salary 
of  £35,  and  has  45  pupils ; the  other  under  Miss  Adeline  Masse,  aged  22  years; 
she  holds  a diploma,  receives  a salary  of  £23,  and  has  30  pupils.  A large  propor- 
tion of  the  pupils  read  and  write  well,  know  all  the  elements  of  grammar,  parse 
with  great  facility,  learn  the  rule  of  three  and  the  rules  of  Interest,  and  something 
of  geography,  and  history.  These  two  schools  are  in  a most  satisfactory  state. 
The  Model-School,  under  Mr.  Louis  A.  Auger,  is  without  exception,  the  best 
school  wfithin  the  whole  district  under  my  inspection.  He  is  33  years  age,  married, 
holds  a model-school  diploma,  receives  a salary  of  £60,  and  has  36  pupils.  The 
precision  and  facility  displayed  by  the  pupils  of  this  school,  in  their  answers  on 
the  different  branches  taught,  are  a convincing  proof  of  the  labor  which  the 
worthy  teacher  must  have  undergone,  and  of  the  zeal  which  he  must  have  daily 
displayed,  for  the  w^elfare  and  improvement  of  his  pupils,  who,  in  their  turn,  seem 
to  second  his  efforts  by  constant  application. 

With  the  exception  of  the  use  of  the  globes,  all  the  branches  w^hich  the 
Law  appoints  to  be  taught  in  model-schools,  together  with  the  English  language, 
are  taught  with  the  greatest  success  in  this  school.  I must  say,  however,  that  it 
is  a matter  of  regret  that  Mr.  Auger’s  zeal  and  talents  are  not  better  appreciated 
by  those  for  whom  they  are  put  forth  ; his  salary  is  only  £60. 

St.  Alexandre. — There  are  five  elementary  Catholic  schools  in  this  munici- 
pality ; there  are  three  of  them  under  the  control  of  Mr.  Inspector  Parmelee.  One 
of  the  schools  under  my  control  is  conducted  by  Mr.  Mathias  Perian,  who  is  22 
years  of  age,  unmarried,  holds  an  elementary  diploma,  has  a salary  of  £40  and 
68  pupils.  The  second  is  under  Miss  Virginie  Masse,  who  is  19  years  of  age, 
holds  a diploma,  receives  a salary  of  £45  and  has  79  pupils.  These  two  schools 
are  very  inferior.  Reading,  writing  and  the  other  branches,  are  taught  with  but 
little  system  therein.  The  pupils  also  display  but  little  punctuality,  and  a large 
number  of  them  are  in  want  of  school  requisites. 

Sle.  Brigitte. — There  are  five  elementary  Catholic  Schools  in  this  parish ; 
a few  Protestant  children  attend  these  different  schools.  The  English  and  French 
languages  are  both  taught  in  four  of  these  schools.  One  of  them  remained  closed 
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this  year,  owing  to  the  poverty  of  the  rate  payers  in  the  section.  Mr.  Alexis 
Darche,  23  years  of  a*ge,  conducts  one  of  the  schools  ; he  holds  a diploma,  salary 
£45,  pupils  27, — his  is  the  best  managed  school.  The  pupils  read  pretty  well 
in  both  languages,  some  of  them  begin  to  translate  both  English  and  French  ; 
but  their  knowledge  of  arithmetic,  grammar,  history  and  geography  is  very  small. 
Mr.  F.  X.  Bossette  conducts  another  of  the  schools,  he  is  40  years  of  age,  holds 
a diploma,  receives  a salary  of  £25,  and  has  35  pupils.  Miss  Olympe  Cote,  21 
yeers  of  age,  has  another;  she  holds  a diploma,  has  a salary  of  £30  and  23  pupils. 
The  remaining  school  is  under  Mrs.  Benonie  Loiselle,  24  years  of  age,  holds  a 
diploma,  receives  a salary  of  £25,  and  has  35  pupils.  The  three  latter  schools 
are  far  from  perfect,  only  a small  number  of  the  pupils  have  commenced  to  read 
and  write,  and  the  others  are  learning  to  spell ; only  five  or  six,  in  each  school 
have  learned  something  of  grammar,  arithmetic  and  history,  and  even  this  is 
merely  theoretical.  Indifference  is  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  this  want  of  success, 
but  incapacity  on  the  part  of  many  of  the  teachers,  has  a great  deal  to  do  with  it. 

COUNTY  OF  ROUVILLE. 

St.  Cesaire. — There  are  15  schools  in  this  parish  ; one  dissentient  and  four- 
teen under  control,  including  the  convent  day  school.  The  Protestant  dissen- 
tient school  is  middling, — it  is  conducted  by  Mr.  Olivier  Warren.  The  pupils 
are  prety  well  forward  in  arithmetic,  read  well,  and  write  rather  neatly  ; but 
the  study  of  the  English  language  and  the  other  branches,  are  very  much  neglect- 
ed. Five  of  the  Catholic  Schools  are  below  mediocrity  ; I could  scarcely  find 
in  them  one  child  able  to  read  passably,  and  all  the  other  branches  are  also  very 
much  neglected.  One  of  these  schools  is  conducted  by  Miss  Heloise  Laurandeau, 
36  years  of  age,  holds  a diploma,  receives  a salary  of  £26,  and  has  42  pupils  ; 
Second  by  Miss  Placide  Maurin,  17  years  of  age,  holds  a diploma,  salary  £23, 
pupils  47  ; Third  by  Miss  Julie  Courtemanche,  23  years  of  age,  holds  a diploma, 
salary  £34,  pupils  26  ; Fourth  by  Miss  Sarah  Langevin,  16  years  of  age,  holds  a 
diploma,  salary  £25,  pupils  40  ; Fifth  by  Miss  Cdlina  Dupont,  17  years  of  age, 
holds  a diploma,  salary  £20,  pupils  37.  The  following  five  schools  give  a better 
result.  First  by  Miss  Marie  Bourbeau,  17  years  of  age,  holds  a diploma,  salary, 
£22,  pupils  30 ; Second  by  Miss  Cldophde  Cadieu,  16  years  of  age,  no  diploma, 
salary  £24,  pupils  46  ; Third  by  Miss  Josephine  Demers,  16  years  of  age,  holds 
a diploma,  salary  21,  pupils  40  ; Fourth  by  Miss  Josephte  Bienvenue,  19  years 
of  age,  salary  £32,  pupils  60  ; Fifth  by  Miss  Malvina  Guyon,  19  years  of  age, 
holds  a diploma,  salary  £18,  pupils  23.  The  zeal  displayed  by  these  young 
school-mistresses,  and  the  progress  already  reached,  lead  to  the  hope  that  these 
schools  will  soon  be  in  a pretty  flourishing  condition. 

In  fine,  two  of  the  schools  are  entitled  to  a quite  special  notice.  The  first  is 
conducted  by  Miss  Julie  Halde,  age  21  years,  diploma,  salary,  £32,  pupils  60  ; the 
other  by  Domirilde  Casavan,  21  years,  diploma,  salary  £27,  pupils,  55.  These  two 
schools  are  on  the  very  best  footing,  and  I can  assure  you  that  I have  no  where 
found  pupils  able  to  answer  with  so  much  precision  in  arithmetic,  orthography 
and  parsing ; with  regard  to  the  other  branches,  such  as  geography  and  history 
they  are  somewhnt  neglected ; but  this  is  because  the  parents  are  opposed  to  the 
teaching  of  these  subjects.  The  last  is  the  model  school,  under  Mr.  J.  B.  Delage, 
35  years  old,  holds  a diploma  for  a model  school,  receives  a salary  of  £90,  and 
has  100  pupils.  He  has  an  assistant  school-mistress.  This  school  is  all  that 
could  be  desired,  taking  into  account  the  large  number  of  pupils  ; all  the  branches 
appointed  for  model  schools  are  taught  with  marked  success.  In  addition  to  the 
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school  hours,  this  worthy  teacher  is  also  pleased  to  sacrifice  many  others  to 
teaching  with  success  the  Catechism  and  the  Latin  language.  In  conclusion,  I 
may  state  that  Mr.  Delage  is  a model  that  many  of  the  teachers  should  strive  to 
imitate. 

There  is  also  in  St.  Cesaire  an  excellent  academy  conducted  by  the  ladies  of 
the  Pr Mentation  de  Marie;  five  religious  and  two  lay  persons  constitute  the 
teaching  body ; there  are  44  boarders  and  120  day  scholars.  The  day  school  is 
carried  on  with  the  greatest  success  by  two  of  these  ladies ; reading,  writing, 
arithmetic  and  geography  are  taught,  with  all  possible  care,  and  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  the  commissioners  and  rate  payers.  The  boarding  house  is  con- 
ducted by  three  religious  and  two  lay  persons,  one  of  whom  teaches  English 
and  the  other  music,  both  with  equal  success  ; grammar,  arithmetic,  geography, 
the  history  of  France  and  of  Canada,.  Sacred  and  Ancient  history,  the  history  of 
the  Church,  literature,  composition,  drawing  and  book-keeping  are  taught  in  this 
institution,  and  all  with  the  greatest  care,  and  I think  this  institution,  which  is 
as  yet  in  its  infancy,  is  destined  soon  to  take  rank  amongst  the  first  of  the  kind 
in  Canada.  It  was  founded  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Provencal  whose  generous  sacrifices 
and  zeal,  duly  exercised  for  the  maintaining  of  this  institution,  do  him  the  high- 
est honour. 

Ange  Gardien. — There  are  five  schools  in  this  parish,  one  of  which  remained 
closed,  this  year,  owing  to  the  poverty  of  the  rate  payers  in  the  section  ; the 
other  four  are  conducted  No.  1 by  Mr.  Auguste  Peltier,  age  40  years,  married, 
diploma,  salary  ^28,  pupils  30,  No  ; 2 by  Mr.  Joseph  Casavan,  age  22  years, 
married,  diploma,  salary,  ^£30,  pupils  27.  These  two  schools  are  below  mediocrity, 
there  is  hardly  one  good  reader  among  the  children,  and  every  thing  is  falling 
into  neglect.  The  other  two  are  under  Mr.  Joseph  Gemme,  age  18  years, 
diploma  salary  ^12,  pupils,  18  ; Mr.  Fedeon  Guertin,  age  40  years,  married, 
diploma  salary,  ^34,  pupils,  40  ; these  two  schools  are  only  middling,  neverthe- 
less, they  show  some  progress ; but  the  opposition  made  by  some  of  the  parents, 
more  especially  to  the  village  teachers,  is  a great  obstacle. 

St.  Paul,  Ahbottsford. — There  are  four  schools,  three  of  which  are  very  in- 
ferior ; they  are  kept  by  Miss  Clarence  Benoit,  aged  15  years,  diploma,  salary 
£\6,  pupils,  30;  Mrs.  Nathalie  Nolin  Depuis,  aged  43  years,  diploma,  salary  ^20, 
pupils  36  ; Miss  Celina  Langevin,  aged  20,  diploma,  salary  .£21,  pupils  18. 
Besides  the  lack  of  ability  displayed  by  the  teachers  of  these  schools,  the  apathy 
of  the  parents,  want  of  punctuality  of  the  part  on  the  children,  and  the  absence 
of  indispensable  school  requisites,  are  more  than  sufficient  to  prevent  any  progress. 
The  fourth  is  conducted  by  Miss  Philomene  Pion  aged  18  years,  diploma,  salary 
.£30,  pupils  48.  This  school  is  something  better,  the  different  branches  of  in- 
struction are  pretty  well  taught,  discipline,  mild,  but  well  kept.  There  are  also 
some  protestant  dissentient  schools,  which  were  not  in  operation  at  the  time  of 
my  visit.  In  St.  Paul  there  is  also  an  academy,  conducted  by  Rev.  Frank 
Robinson,  M.A.,  35  years  of  age,  married,  salary  £!100,  pupils  59.  This  aca- 
demy is  somewhat  on  the  same  looting  as  our  model-schools,  as  regards  geogra- 
phy, composition  and  history  ; but  in  arithmetic,  parsing  and  other  branches  it 
is  inferior  to  them.  Five  of  the  pupils  study  Latin,  but  with  little  success ; 
English  and  Latin  are  the  two  languages  taught  in  this  institution. 

Stc.  Marie. — In  this  parish  there  are  nine  schools  under  control.  Three  of 
them  are  very  inferior.  They  are  under.  No.  1,  Miss  Margaret  Vigneau,  aged 
18  years,  diploma,  salary  £’30,  25  pupils  No.  2,  Miss  Josephte  Frdgan  and 
Philomine  Ostilly,  aged  23  and  17  years  of  age,  salary  £50,  72  pupils.  No.  3, 
Miss  Aiitoinnette  Lemay,  aged  21  years,  and  Miss  RoseLemay,  aged  20,  diploma, 
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^45,  58  pupils.  There  is  no  method  in  the  system  of  teaching  pursued,  and  I 
may  state  that  the  mistresses  by  whom  these  shools  are  conducted,  seem  to  at- 
tach no  importance  to  the  position  which  they  occupy.  The  other  four  schools 
•hew  a better  result.  The  first  is  under  Miss  Mectilde  Bedard,  aged  23, 1 diploma, 
salary,  ^33  pupils  40.  2nd.  Miss  (name  forgotten),  salary  £21  10s.,  pupils 
36.  3rd.  Mr.  Isidore  Marcoux,  married, aged  27,1  diploma,  salary  ^48,  pupils 
40 ; 4th.  Mr.  Charles  Destroismaisons,  married,  aged  30,  1 diploma,  salary,  ^£50, 
pupils,  64.  These  schools  are  well  kept,  well  disciplined,  and  the  pupils  make 
good  progress.  They  answered  very  correctly  in  grammar,  arithmetic,  geogra- 
phy and  history.  The  reading  and  writing  were,  in  general  excellent,  and  I 
must  say,  that  as  elementary  schools,  they  are  everything  that  could  be  wished. 
There  are  also  two  other  elementary  schools,  one  of  which  is  under  the  control 
of  the  director  of  this  parish,  and  conducted  by  Mr.  David  Hold,  diploma,  salary 
^40,  pupils  64,  and  the  other  is  under  the  care  of  the  ladies  of  the  convent, 
salary  ^35,  pupils  50.  The  watchfulness  and  continual  attention  given  them, 
place  these  schools  among  the  most  flourishing. 

In  Ste.  Marie. — There  is  also  a college,  founded  by  Mr.  Crevier,  the  worthy 
and  respectable  parish  priest.  I need  not  mention  the  sacrifices  already  and  still 
made  by  this  gentleman,  who  is  full  of  zeal  for  the  cause  of  education,  in  order 
to  furnish  the  means  for  the  erecting  of  this  large  building,  which  is  as  yet  un- 
finished. A director  and  seven  professors  conduct  the  classes  ; 119  pupils  attend 
this  institution,  and  receive  a commercial  and  literary  education  ; Latin,  French, 
and  English  are  taught  with  a degree  of  success  which  leaves  nothing  to  be  de- 
sired ; drawing,  book-keeping,  architecture,  geometry,  algebra,  and  mathematics, 
physic,  metaphysics,  music,  agriculture  and  horticulture,  are  the  different  branches 
which  constitute  the  course  followed  in  this  institution.  Being  invited  by  the  kind 
superior,  Mr.  Crevier,  I visited  the  house  and  examined  the  pupils,  at  his  request. 
All  of  them,  by  the  ease  and  solidity  of  their  answers,  gave  evidence  of  application 
and  success.  I feel,  therefore,  justified  in  asserting  that,  under  its  present  direc- 
tion, this  house  is  destined,  within  a short  number  of  years,  to  rank  amongst  the 
best  we  have  in  tlie  country. 

The  convent  belonging  to  this  parish  is  conducted  by  the  Religieuses  of  the  Pre- 
sentation de  Marie.,  five  in  number ; there  are  38  pupils  at  the  boarding  school. 
The  course  occupies  five  years.  The  branches  taught  are  reading,  writing,  French 
and  English  grammar,  parsing,  logic,  composition,  literature,  including  the  belles 
lettres  and  historic,  philosophy,  physic,  metaphysics,  geography,  the  use  of  the 
globes,  drawing,  and  vocal  and  instrumental  music.  The  progress  which  I re- 
marked in  this  house  does  honour  to  the  directors.  The  charge  for  board  is  £10 
and  ten  bushels  of  wheat. 

St.  Mathias. — There  are  few  elementary  Catholic  schools  in  this  parish  : one 
under  Miss  Celanaire  Dorval,  20  years  of  age,  diploma,  salary  £20,  pupils,  16. 
The  other,  conducted  by  Miss  Leocardie  Lourme,  no  diploma,  salary  £25,  pupils, 
22.  These  two  schools  are  very  badly  kept ; the  pupils  make  no  progress  what- 
ever. Of  the  other  two,  the  first  is  directed  by  Mr.  Jean  Maria  Thibaudier,  35 
years  of  age,  diploma,  salary  £56,  pupils  48.  Second,  Jos.  Bonin,  married, 
diploma,33 years  of  age,salary£52  10s.,  pupils  46.  These  two  schools  are  very  well 
conducted  ; the  pupils  study  with  success  in  reading,  writing,  grammar,  parsing, 
arithmetic,  geography,  and  history,  they  are  in  general  assiduous,  and  are  pro- 
vided with  all  requisites. 

St.  Hilaire  or  Rouville. — Five  schools  : the  model  school,  conducted  by  Mr. 
Toussaint  Malo,  28  years  of  age,  holds  a model  school  diploma,  has  a salary  of 
£80,  and  48  pupils.  Astonishing  progress  has  been  made,  thanks  to  the  untir- 
ing zeal  and  distifiguished  talents  of  the  worthy  teacher.  All  the  subjects  required 
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by  law,  lineal  drawing  and  the  use  of  the  globes  excepted,  are  taught  in  the 
school  with  uniform  success.  The  school  under  Mr.  G^ddon  Autier  is  also  in  a 
most  satisfactory  condition,  he  is  married,  38  years  of  age,  holds  a diploma  from 
the  Jacques  Cartier  Normal  School,  has  a salary  of  ^50,  and  60  pupils.  Of 
the  remaining  three,  one  is  under  the  ladies  of  the  convent  the  second  under 
Miss  Julia  Dubois,  27  years  of  age,  diploma,  salary  ^30,  and  37  pupils,  and 
the  third  is  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Celina  Millier ; nothing  remarkable  in  these 
schools,  want  of  punctuality  on  the  part  of  the  pupils  may  be  the  chief  cause  of 
this. 

The  convent  of  St.  Hilaire,  conducted  by  four  religious  ladies  of  the  order  of 
Jesus  and  Mary,  is  certainly  in  keeping  with  that  order.  The  pupils  study  with 
success  in  reading,  writing,  grammar,  parsing,  arithmetic,  geography,  sacred 
history,  and  the  history  of  France,  of  Canada,  and  of  the  Church,  the  catechism 
of  perseverance,  and  vocal  music.  This  institution  owes  its  existence  to  the 
liberality  of  Mme.  Campbell. 

St.  Jean  Baptiste. — There  are  5 elementary  Catholic  schools  in  this  parish. 
Tlse  first  is  conducted  by  Miss  Domitilde  Brodeur,  19  years  of  age,  diploma, 
salary  ^30,  40  pupils.  The  second  by  Miss  Philomene  Chagnon,  18  years  of 
age,  diploma,  ^£30,  pupils,  50.  These  schools  are  inferior ; the  pupils  make  no 
progress  whatever.  Of  the  other  three,  the  1st  is  conducted  by  Miss  Lumina 
Colette,  20  years  of  age,  salary,  ^£40,  pupils  55,  diploma.  2nd  Mr.  Louis  Riendeau, 
married,  26  years  of  age,  salary  ^30,  pupils  29 ; diploma.  3rd.  Mr.  Samuel 
Robert,  21  years  of  age,  salary  .£30,  pupils  45,  diploma.  They  are  pretty  well 
conducted.  The  pupils  have  shown  some  proof  of  progress,  in  spite  of  the  indiffer- 
ence of  parents  in  this  locality,  and  the  negligence  of  the  commissioners,  who  do 
not  seem  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  office. 

COUNTY  OF  ST.  HYACINTHE. 

St.  Hyacmth  (town). — In  this  town  there  are  six  schools  under  control ; one 
model  school  and  five  elementary.  The  model  school,  under  Mr.  Keroack,  53 
years  of  age,  married,  diploma,  salary  <£50,  pupils  60  : is,  without  doubt,  one  of 
the  best  schools  in  my  district.  This  worthy  gentleman’s  long  experience  in 
teaching  has  enabled  him  to  impart,  with  very  unusual  success,  all  the  branches 
required  by  the  law,  and  this  with  increasing  zeal  on  his  part.  The  school  under 
Mme.  Kdroack  is  merely  preparatory  to  the  model  school ; it  is  conducted  pas- 
sably well.  The  School  des  S.  S.  Anges,  under  the  direction  of  the  ladies  of  the 
Hotel  Dieu  convent,  150  pupils,  is  very  well  conducted.  The  pupils  are  but  little 
advanced  ; they  belong  to  the  lower  class,  have  only  been  attending  school  a 
very  short  time,  and  in  general  without  punctuality.  Reading,  writing,  grammar, 
and  parsing,  geography,  history,  and  arithmetic  are  taught  with  success,  taking 
into  account  the  obstacles  just  mentioned.  The  English  schools,  under  Miss 
Helen  Connolly,  22  years  of  age,  no  diploma,  salary  .£25,  pupils  60 ; this  school 
is  very  well  conducted  ; the  pupils  are  making  rapid  progress.  There  are  two 
other  schools,  one  of  which  is  under  Miss  Corine  Birs,  17  years  of  age,  no  diplo- 
ma, 60  pupils.  This  school  is  very  well  conducted,  as  regards  discipline,  but  the 
mistress  has  had  no  experience,  and  the  progress  made  is  very  small.  The  other 
is  conducted  by  Miss  Georgianne  Birs,  15  years  of  age,  no  diploma,  salary  .£20, 
pupils  22. 

There  is  also  a classical  college  in  the  town  of  St.  Hyacinthe,  and  a convent, 
conducted  by  the  ladies  of  the  Congregation  de  Notre  Dame  ; 196  pupils  receive 
their  education  in  the  latter  institution.  The  branches  taught  are  the  same  as  in 
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the  other  convents  already  mentioned.  There  is  really  great  proficiency  in  book- 
keeping. The  day  school  is  under  control ; the  reading  and  writing  are  excellent. 

St.  Hyacinthe  (parish). — There  are  in  St.  Hyacinthe  nine  elementary  Catholic 
schools,  five  of  these  schools  are  inferior.  Of  these  the  first  is  conducted  by  Miss 
Marguerite  Marcille,  17  years  of  age,  diploma,  salary  £2d  pupils,  28  ; the 
second  by  Mrs.  Eulalie  Gaudreau,  37  years  of  age,  diploma,  salary  ^20,  pupils 
22  ; the  third  by  Miss  Sophie  Archambault,  18]years  of  age,  diploma,  salary  ^25, 
pupils,  20 ; the  fourth  by  Mrs.  Mathilde  Gauvin,  24  years  of  age,  diploma,  salary 
^33,  pupils,  50  ; and  the  fifth  by  Miss  Marie  Louise  Tartre,  36  years  of  age, 
diploma,  salary  <£36,  pupils  30.  The  others  are  conducted  as  follows : — The 
first  by  Miss  Edwidge  Beauchemin,  28  years  of  age,  diploma,  salary  ^33,  pupils, 
57 ; the  second  by  Miss  Cldmence  Fr^geau,  44  years  of  age,  diploma,  salary  <£30 
10s.,  pupils,  50  ; the  third  by  Miss  Philom^ne  Choquette,  21  years  of  age,  diplo- 
ma, salary,  £26,  pupils  27  ; the  fourth  by  Miss  Euph^mie  Laforce,  19  years  of 
age,  diploma,  salary  ^30,  pupils  50 ; these  schools  are  in  fair  way  of  progress,  well 
desciplined,  and  the  pupils  display  application.  Although  there  is  still  much  to 
be  wished  for  in  these  schools,  it  would  be  well  if  all  the  schools  were  on  a si- 
milar footing. 

St.  Damase. — There  are  nine  schools  in  this  parish,  two  of  which  are  well 
conducted.  One  of  them  is  under  Mr.  Jean  Baptiste  Lussier,  52  years  of  age, 
married,  diploma,  salary  £60,  pupils  80  ; the  other  is  conducted  by  Miss  Adeline 
Drouette,  18  years  of  age,  diploma,  salary  £28,  pupils  45.  The  pupils  of  these 
two  schools  study  with  much  success  all  the  branches  required  by  law,  and  even 
more  than  law  requires.  The  other  seven  are  very  inferior,  they  are  conducted 
as  follows : — First,  by  Miss  Florentine  Duchesneau,  aged  23,  diploma,  salary  £23, 
pupils  33 ; second,  by  Miss  Philomene  Prouette,  aged  18,  diploma,  salary  £20, 
pupils  24  ; third,  by  Miss  Louise  Bonin,  aged  30,  diploma,  salary  £20,  pupils  40  ; 
fourth,  Miss  Genevieve  Gaucher,  aged  20,  diploma,  salary  £20,  pupils  39 ; fifth, 
by  Miss  Hermine  Pion,  aged  17,  diploma,  salary  £20,  pupils  25  ; sixth,  by  Miss 
Philomene  Coderre,  aged  17,  diploma,  salary  £25,  pupils  35  ; seventh,  by  Miss 
Euphemie  Benoit,  aged  19,  diploma,  salary  24,  pupils  25.  In  all  these  schools  it 
is  a matter  of  difficulty  to  find  a few  children  able  to  read  so  as  to  be 
understood. 

La  Presentation. — There  are  five  schools  in  this  parish,  two  of  which  are 
excellent : — The  first  is  conducted  by  Miss  Elise  Kicher,  24  years  of  age,  diplo- 
ma, salary  £32,  pupils  45  ; second,  by  Miss  Justine  T6tu,  26  years  of  age,  diplo- 
ma, salary  £33,  pupils  45.  The  school  under  Mr.  Pierre  Renaud,  43  years  of 
age,  married,  diploma,  salary  £34,  pupils  45,  is  also  well  conducted,  and  the  pro- 
gress of  the  pupils  is  sufficiently  marked  ; but  the  children  are  not  sufficiently 
punctual  to  enable  the  teacher  to  push  them  on  as  he  desires.  The  other  two 
schools  are  below  mediocrity ; one  of  them  is  conducted  by  Miss  Vitaline  St. 
Michel,  28  years  of  age,  diploma,  salary  £25,  pupils  54 ; second,  by  Mis« 
Flavienne  Savaria,  16  years  of  age,  diploma,  salary  £9  15s.,  pupils  19. 

COUNTY  OF  BAGOT. 

St.  Pie. — In  this  parish  there  are  eleven  schools,  one  of  which  is  Protestant 
and  conducted  by  Miss  Marguerite  Auger,  21  years  of  age,  no  diploma,  salaiy 
£24,  pupils  11,  four  Catholics  and  seven  Protestants.  The  pupils  of  this  school 
make  no  progress.  The  others  are  Catholic  schools,  conducted  as  follows : — 
First,  by  Mr.  Joseph  Jodoin,  aged  48,  married,  diploma,  salary  £46,  pupils  60  ; 
Second,  Miss  Sophie  Medoux,  aged  19,  diploma,  salary  £30,  pupils  50 ; 
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Fourth,  Mr.  Hyppolite  Yon,  aged  47,  diploma,  salary  ^40,  pupils  54 ; 
Fffth,  Miss  Malvina  Beaudry,  aged  18,  diploma,  salary  ^30,  pupils  68 ; 
sixth.  Miss  Adeline  Fournier,  aged  23,  diploma,  salary  ^28,  pupils  44 ; 
seventh,  Mrs.  Josephine  Girard,  age  22,  diploma,  salary  .£25,  pupils  54 ; they 
are  all  in  a flourishing  state.  The  pupils  of  these  schools  answered  with  suffi- 
cient precision  in  all  the  branches  which  they  have  been  taught,  and  in  many  of 
them  more  is  taught  than  the  law  requires.  As  regards  the  two  remaining 
schools,  one  is  conducted  by  Mr.  Joseph  Archambault,  28  years  of  age,  married, 
holds  a model  school  diploma,  salary  £36,  pupils  32.  The  other  is  under  Miss 
Julienne  Girard,  17  years  of  age,  diploma,  salary  £24,  and  50  pupils.  These  two 
schools  are  badly  kept,  and  have  neither  discipline  nor  progress.  The  pupils  of 
these  schools  are,  in  general,  not  punctual ; and  a very  large  number  of  them 
very  often  want  the  most  indispensible  requisites.  One  of  these  schools  was 
vacant  at  the  time  of  my  visit. 

St.  Dominique. — There  are  six  elementary  Catholic  schools  in  this  parish, 
three  of  which  have  made  absolutely  no  progress,  they  are  as  follows  : — First; 
Miss  Philomene  Charpentier,  aged  19,  diploma,  salary  £19,  pupils  70  ; second, 
Miss  C5lina  Cot5,  aged  17,  diploma,'  salary  , pupils  ; third.  Miss  Elizabeth 
Benoit,  age  18,  diploma,  salary  £22,  pupils  60.  The  pupils  of  these  schools  are 
in  want  of  most  necessary  matters.  The  other  three  are  conducted  as  follows  : 
First,  by  Miss  Suzane  Phaneuf,  aged  28,  diploma,  salary  £27,  pupils  45  ; second, 
by  Miss  Adeline  Langelier,  aged  20  diploma,  salary  £25,  pupils  70 ; third,  by 
Miss  Adelaide  Millette,  aged  34,  diploma,  salary  £28,  pupils  60.  These  are  good 
schools,  and  the  knowledge  and  energy  of  the  Mistresses  enable  them  to  teach 
with  success,  in  spite  of  the  difficulties  which  they  have  daily  to  overcome,  ow- 
ing to  the  lack  of  punctuality  among  the  pupils,  and  their  want  of  school 
requisites. 

Ste.  Rosalie. — There  are  5 elementary  catholic  schools  in  this  parish.  Two 
of  them  are  amongt  he  best  in  my  district,  they  are  as  follows  : Under  Mrs. 
Esther  Dubois,  aged  28  years,  diploma,  salary  £25,  pupils  80  ; Miss  Eliza 
Cloutier,  aged  18  years,  diploma,  salary  £36,  pupils  95.  The  pupils  answer 
as  well  as  could  be  wished  in  grammar,  parsing,  arithmetic,  history  and  geogra- 
phy, reading  and  writing,  excellent.  There  is  nothing  remarkable  about  the 
other  three,  they  are  as  follows ; Mrs.  F^licite  Picard,  18  years  of  age,  diploma, 
salary  £17,  pupils  40  ; Miss  Philomene  Leroux,  20  years  of  age,  diploma,  salary 
£19,  pupils  53  ; Mss.  Marguerite  Belanger,  23  years  of  age,  diploma,  salary  £20, 
pupils  30. 

St.  Simon. — There  are  4 elementary  catholic  schools  in  this  parish.  One  of 
them  is  conducted  by  Miss  Ursule  Gendron,  33  years  of  age,  diploma,  salary 
£26,  pupils  53.  This  school  is  inferior,  the  pupils  are  not  punctual,  and  cul- 
pable indulgence  on  the  part  of  their  parents,  is  an  obstacle  to  their  progress. 
The  others  are  as  follows  : One  under  Mr.  Eus^be  Blanchette,  48  years  of  age, 
diploma,  salary  £50,  pupils  74 ; Miss  Marie  Louise  Blanchette,  20  years  of  age, 
diploma,  salary  £38,  pupils  67  ; Miss  Adeline  Langelier,  22  years  of  age  diploma, 
salary  £40,  pupils  70.  These  three  schools  are  excellent,  and  the  proof  of 
progress  give  by  the  pupils  and  the  good  order  prevailing  in  the  schools,  reflect 
credit  on  the  worthy  teachers  and  mistresses. 

Ste.  Helena. — There  is  only  one  catholic  school,  conducted  by  Mr.  Antoine 
Leftibre,  37  years  of  age,  married,  diploma,  salary  £35,  pupils  67.  This  school 
is  well  kept,  but  there  is  nothing  remarkable  about,  it  owing  to  want  of  punc- 
tualityon  the  part  of  the  pupils,  and  especially  to  a lack  of  school  requisites. 
There  are  also  two  independent  schools,  which  are  merely  commencing.  They 
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are  well  enough  encouraged,  but  poverty  frequently  compelst  he  children  to  leave 
school,  in  order  to  assist  their  parents,  so  that  their  progress  is  not  great. 

Soraha  or  St.  Ephrem. — There  are  four  schools  in  this  parish,  one  a dissen- 
tient protestant  school,  conducted  by  Mr.  Andrew  Oliver  Teller,  35  years  of  age, 
married,  no  diploma,  salary  ^65,  pupils  22.  This  school  is  in  the  way  of  pro- 
gress, and  the  pupils  are  pretty  punctual.  The  other  three  schools  are  catholic. 
One  of  them  is  inferior  ; it  is  conducted  by  Miss  Marie  Louise  Phaneuf,  21  years 
of  age,  diploma,  salary  £22,  pupils  32.  The  other  two  are  very  well  conduct- 
ed, and  amongst  the  most  progressive ; they  are  as  follows : lo.  Conducted  by 
Miss  An^sie  Bissonnet,  20  years  of  age,  diploma,  salary  £25,  pupils  46  ; 2o.  by 
Miss  Julie  Bonin,  27  years  of  age,  diploma,  salary  ^22,  pupils  42,  The  efforts 
and  sacrifices  jointly  made  by  parents,  mistresses,  and  children  shew  how  much 
thy  value  the  blessings  of  education.  The  pupils  apply  themselves  remarkably 
well,  and  they  are  provided  with  all  requisites  ; they  are  exceedingly  punctual, 
notwithstanding  the  difficulties  arising  from  the  roads  and  especially  from  the 
distance  to  be  traversed ; and  although  this  parish  is  situated  in  the  heart  of  the 
woods,  the  love  of  education  which  j)revails  in  it,  render  it  worthy  of  being  cited 
as  a model  for  the  other  parishes  of  my  district. 

St.  Hugues. — There  are  five  inferior  elementary  schools  in  this  parish.  The 
are  as  follows  : lo.  Conducted  by  Mr.  Eugene  Fontaine,  21  years  of  age,  diplo- 
ma, salary  c£30  ; 2o.  Miss  Rosalie  Palardy,  26  years  of  age,  diploma,  salary  ^30, 
pupils  33;  3o.  Mr.  Amable  Guillemette,  30  years  of  age,  diploma,  salary  £35, 
pupils  74  ; 4o.  Miss  Hermine  Hebert,  17  years  of  age,  diploma,  salary  .£30, 
pupils  50  ; 5o.  Miss  Julie  Marchesseau,  25  years  of  age,  diploma,  salary  £30, 
pupils  45.  I found  no  advanced  pupils  in  any  of  these  schools.  The  indifference 
of  some  of  the  parents  is  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  this  ill  success. 

There  is  also  a convent  in  St.  Hugues.  Eight  religious  ladies  of  the  order 
of  the  Presentation  of  Mary,  impart  instruction  in  this  house  to  104  pupils. 
The  studies  are  remarkably  successful!  and  consist  of  the  following : reading, 
writing,  grammar,  parsing,  the  belle  lettres  and  rhethoric,  mental  arithmetic,  book 
keeping,  ancient  history,  sacred  history,  history  of  Prance  and  of  Canada,  the  cate- 
chism of  perseverance,  drawing,  and  music.  The  building  is  the  result  of  the 
generosity  of  Mr.  Archambault,  the  parish  priest  of  the  place,  whose  zeal  daily 
urgeshim  to  new  sacrifices  in  order  to  embellish  and  improve  this  institution. 
Adjoining  the  house  is  a pleasant  grave  of  trus,  the  gift  of  Mr.  Ramsey,  the  seignem 
of  the  locality. 


RECAPITULATION- 

In  my  district  there  are,  2 colleges,  1 academy,  4 model  schools,  5 convents 
or  academies  for  girls,  131  elementary  schools  under  control,  and  4 independant 
school  with  85  pupils,  in  all  143  houses  of  education.  There  are  only  29  male 
teachers  employed  in  this  district ; so  that  there  are  114  female  teachers.  There 
are  also  a few  independent  schools  which  I did  not  visit.  Leaving  out  the  col- 
leges and  convent,  the  schools  may  be  classed  as  follows : excellent,  22  ; good, 
31  ; middling,  50  ; bad,  42.  The  number  of  children  attending  the  different 
institutions  is  as  follows : colleges,  451  ; the  academy,  30  ; convents,  514  ; model 
schools,  184 ; elementary  schools,  5540  ; dissentient  schools,  55  ; independent 
schools,  85,  in  all  6809.  In  my  statistics  there  is  an  error  of  89.  This  error 
was  discovered  from  my  late  enquires  regarding  the  independent  schools. 
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Extracts  from  the  report  of  Mr.  Inspector  Germain. 

Public  elementary  instruction  in  my  district  of  inspection  makes  daily  and 
most  satisfactory,  and  evident  progress.  The  number  of  the  schools  and  of  the 
children  who  attend  them  has  not  perhaps  increased  in  the  same  ratio  as  in 
former  years  ; but  I must  say,  that  the  present  schools,  without  having  yet  reached 
the  degree  of  perfection  which  they  might  attain,  afford  the  children  a more  solid 
education  than  in  former  years.  The  increasing  interest  generally  taken  in 
schools,  the  spirit  of  liberality  which  is  developed  among  the  people,  the  zeal 
displayed  in  favor  of  the  present  system,  make  it  evident,  that  it  is  now  under- 
stood, how  indispensible  education  has  become,  even  in  the  most  ordinary  affairs 
of  society.  The  country  people  are  now  convinced  that  successfully  to  cultivate 
the  soil,  to  succeed  in  commerce,  and  the  arts,  natural  talents  do  not  suffice, 
that  instruction  is  essential,  and  good  schools  necessary,  as  a consequence.  The 
best  means  of  attaining  this  end,  is  the  training  of  good  teachers,  to  them  must 
we  look  for  the  carrying  out  of  this  much  desired  reform. 

The  establishment  of  normal  schools  in  this  province,  will  soon  leave  us 
nu  cause  to  envy  other  countries  in  this  respect.  The  want  of  this  institution 
was  so  thoroughly  understood  by  the  teachers,  that  among  those  who  in  my 
district  of  inspection  had  not  had  the  advantage  of  a classical  education,  six  made 
great  sacrifices,  and  left  their  families  to  attend  the  normal  school  at  Montreal, 
and  only  left  it  after  having  received  diplomas.  The  law  which  since  the  month  of 
July  last,  has  made  it  compulsory  on  female  teachers  to  submit  to  an  examination 
before  the  Boards  of  Examiners  in  the  different  sections  of  the  province,  has  not  a 
little  contributed  to  banish  from  that  body  of  instructors,  a large  number  of 
persons  more  greedy  of  gain  than  disposed  to  devote  themselves  seriously  to  the 
numerous  duties  imposed  upon  them  by  the  profession  they  have  embraced. 
The  school  inspectors,  particularly,  look  forward  to  the  arrival  of  this  new  era, 
which  will  spare  them  the  painful  necessity  of  dismissing  incompetent  teachers. 
However  salutary  this  provision  may  be  in  itself,  I must  however  admit  that  its 
effects  have  not  altogether  met  the  desires  of  the  friends  of  education,  on  account 
of  the  too  extended  facility  existing,  for  obtaining  diplomas  witli^ut  an  adequate 
examination. 

In  my  humble,  opinion  it  would  be  belter,  not  to  admit  to  act  as  teachers  per- 
sons who  have  by  this  means  studied  in  the  normal  schools  for  a limited  period 
only,  and  compel  them  to  continue  their  studies,  and  undergo  a further  examina- 
tion. It  is  evident,  that  before  the  expiration  of  ten  years,  education  will  have 
made  such  progress,  that  a great  number  of  the  female  teachers  of  the  present 
. day,  will  no  longer  be  competent,  they  will  however  still  claim  to  be  retained 
in  virtue  of  their  office.  “ A teacher  who  conveys  instruction  by  the  wisdom  of 
“ his  system  of  teaching,  and  by  the  lucidity  of  his  language,  who  holds  the 
“ attention  by  his  observations  now  serious,  now  mirthful,  now  instructive,  and 
“ now  adorned  with  attractive  fictions,  who  uses  at  one  time  the  caressing 
“ language  of  a mother,  at  another  the  attractive  language  of  the  narrator, 
“ is  the  one  whose  mission  it  will  be  to  do  good,  for  his  system  of  instruc- 
‘‘  tion  will  find  entrance  by  the  heart,  the  understanding  and  the  imagina- 
“ tion.  It  is  the  imagination  that  must  be  worked  upon,  it  is  through  the  ima- 
“ gination  that  simple  souls  are  most  easily  reached,  and  it  was  never  more 
“ necessary  to  take  this  course,  that  when  as  now  it  is  proposed  to  introduce  into 
“ minds  not  yet  developed,  the  abstract  principles  of  morality  and  philosophy.” 

I subjoin  for  your  consideration  a table  of  the  distribution  of  books  made 
by  me  as  prizes  to  the  children.  This  table  shews  : 1st.  the  name  of  the  munici- 
pality ; 2nd.  the  name  of  the  school ; 3rd.  the  name  of  the  book  given  ; 4th.  the 


name  of  Ihe  recipient;  5tb.  the  date  of  each  distribution  ; 6th.  the  number  of 
volumes  distributed.  It  will  suffice  to  tell  you,  that  the  system  of  distributing 
rewards,  produces  the  following : effects  much  emulation  among  the  pupils,  and 
as  a consequence,  a love  of  study  and  industry  in  the  school.  It  lessens  the 
difficulties  of  the  teacher  in  the  management  of  his  school,  renders  the  punish- 
ments fewer,  a necessary  result  of  the  foregoing ; it  obliges  the  inspector  to  be 
much  more  careful  in  his  visits,  and  to  devote  much  more  time  to  the  duties  of 
his  office.  To  add  to  these  good  results,  I have  asked  for  and  I intend  to  ask  again 
for  rewards  for  the  teacher  keeping  the  best  school  in  each  parish,  this  mark  of 
honor  would  to  them  be  of  equal  value  with  a good  diploma. 

The  management  of  financial  matters  in  each  school  municipality  is  the- 
most  difficult  and  disagreable  duty,  attached  to  the  office  of  inspector.  How  much 
time  is  consumed,  what  journeys  and  enquiries  are  made  in  certain  places,  before 
we  are  satisfactorily  convinced  that  all  the  monies  have  been  devoted  to  the  pur- 
poses for  which  they  were  destined. 

Experience  has  shewn  me  that  without  a special  and  uniform  method  of 
keeping  the  accounts,  the  inspector  and  commissioners  will  be  always  deceive 
By  way  of  remedy,  I have  already  caused  to  be  adopted  in  some  of  the  munici- 
palities in  my  district  a new  and  particular  system  of  book-keeping. 

Each  leaf  of  this  book  bears4he  number  in  order  of  the  page,  the  detailed 
account  of  each  rale  payer,  with  a repetition  of  the  whole  account  on  the  margin. 
The  rate  payer,  coming  to  pay,  receives  his  account  receipted,  and  the  margin 
remains  in  the  secretary’s  book,  so  that,  at  any  time,  the  amount  of  monies  in  hand, 
and  also  what  remains  unpaid  can  at  any  time  be  easily  ascertained. 

I send  herewith  a page  of  a book  I have  had  printed  on  this  system. 


Mr. 


Assessment 

Monthly  school  fees. 
Arrears 


Total . 


SCHOOL  MUNICIPALITY  OF  ST.  JEROME.  A SCHOOL  MUNICIPALITY  OP  St.  JEROME. 


Mr. 


Dr.  To  the  Corporation  of  St.  Jerome. 


Assessment 

at  ( ) in  the  £, 

Monthly  school  fees 

Arrears 


Total. 


Received  payment^ 

Secretary-  Treasurer. 


I thought  also  that  it  would  be  not  uninteresting  to  the  honorable  the  Super- 
intendent of  public  instruction,  to  be  informed  of  the  condition  of  the  various 
school  houses  in  my  district,  a table  annexed  to  this  report  will  shew  him  : 1st. 
The  number  of  school-houses,  wood,  stone  or  brick.  2nd.  The  dimensions  of 
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each  of  them.  3rd*  Their  present  value.  4th.  In  what  order  they  are  kept. 
5th.  The  total  number  of  school-houses.  6th.  By  what  means  they  have  been 
built.  My  object,  in  submitting  this  table,  is  to  bring  specially  to  notice  those  of 
the  commissioners,  who  keep  their  houses  in  good  repair,  and  to  encourage  to 
persevere  in  such  praiseworthy  conduct,  and  also  to  bring  to  notice  those  who 
cannot  be  made  to  understand  that  continual  dilapidations  render  necessary  impo- 
sitions on  the  rate-payers  which  might  have  been  avoided. 

In  conclusion,  I must  not  pass  without  remark  the  praiseworthy  emulation 
which  actuates  a great  many  of  the  teachers.  At  the  first  appeal  from  the 
•department,  associations  were  formed  and  conferences  established,  great  activity 
and  energy  were  displayed,  instructive  lectures  have  been  given,  or  are  in  prepara- 
tion, for  coming  meetings,  which  I hope  to  see  in  time  become  more  numerous. 


School  houses  belonging  to  the  Commissioners. 


NAME 

OP 

BACH  PARISH. 


Maiterial. 


5t.  Vincent  de  Paul. . 

St.  Martin 

Ste.  Rose 

St.  Francois  de  Salle . 

Terrebonne 

Ste.  Anne 

New  Glasgow 

St.  Jerome 

St.  Janvier 

Ste.  Th4rese 

St.  Eustache 

St.  Joseph 

St.  Benoit 

Ste.  Scholastique. . . . 

St.  Hermas 

St.  Placide  

St.  Oolumban 

St.  Oanut 

Ste.  Adele 

St.  Sauveur 

St.  Augustin 

Mille-Isles 

St.  Raphael 
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Extract  from  the  Report  of  Mr.  Inspector  Painchaud. 

The  poverty  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Magdalen  Islands  is  one  of  the  greatest 
obstacles  to  edacation  in  that  district.  The  fisheries  moreover  keep  the  children 
of  the  fishermen  away  from  home,  for  at  least  six  months  of  the  year.  Those 
who  have  any  means  of  existence  send  their  children  regularly  to  school,  but  pay 
their  contribution  very  grudgingly.  Legal  means  have  frequently  to  be  resorted 
to,  to  compel  them  to  submit  to  the  law. 

The  visit  of  the  inspector  is  absolutely  necessary  in  these  islands,  as  the 
following  will  show.  During  a short  absence,  the  school  in  district  No.  5,  in  the 
Havre-aux-Maisons,  and  the  dissentient  school  at  the  Ile-d’Entree,  were  on  the 
point  of  closing.  On  my  return,  I succeeded  in  smoothing  down  the  difficulties 
which  had  sprung  up,  and  they  continue  to  be  open  to  this  day. 

The  school  in  district  No.  1,  at  Amherst,  is  kept  by  Mr.  J.  B.  Aub6,  teacher 
from  the  district  of  Quebec,  who  holds  a diploma.  His  salary  is  £60,  and  fire- 
wood which  the  rate-payers  agreed  to  give  him.  This  master  is  very  competent, 
and  has  fifty  children  attending  his  school. 

On  the  10th  August,  I gave  as  prizes  at  the  school  of  Havre-aux-maisons,  six 
volumes  out  of  the  collection  which  was  sent  me  by  the  Department.  I ara 
satisfied  that  the  distribution  will  produce  good  results. 


Extract  from  the  Report  of  Mr.  Inspector  Parmeuee. 

I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  Report  to  you,  on  the  state  of  the 
schools  in  my  inspection  district,  during  the  summer  of  1867,  the  statistics 
relating  to  each  municipality  are  contained  in  the  table  at  the  end  of  the  Report. 

The  number  of  school  districts  is  256;  of  school  houses,  237  ; of  schools  in 
operation,  220  ; of  schools  under  the  control  of  the  Commissioners,  190  ; under  the 
control  of  dissentient  trustees,  21.  There  are  8 independent  schools  and  a model 
school,  37  are  directed  by  male  teachers,  and  203  by  female  teachers.  There  are 
174  English  schools,  and  46  French  schools.  Total  number  of  scholars  in  the 
common  schools  7028,  boys,  3338,  girls,  2690.  Children  whose  parents  are  of 
British  origin,  4636  ; French  Canadian,  2392  ; protestant  children,  4509  ; catholic, 
2519.  Number  who  spell,  2120  ; number  who  read  fluently,  2701  ; who  read  well, 
2207  ; who  write,  2746  ; who  ; learn  simple  arithmetic,  2352  ; who  learn  the  com- 
pound rules,  954.  Total  of  children  learning  arithmetic,  2362  ; of  children  learning 
English  grammar,  469  ; French  grammar,  458.  Total  number  of  children  learning 
grammar,  927.  Number  learning  geography,  1084  ; learning  composition,  595. 

13  academies  are  in  operation  attended  by  415  scholars  ; 197  boys  and  218 
girls.  29  learn  Latin  ; 89,  Greek ; 24,  French ; 32,  English  in  a French  academy ; 40, 
instrumental  music  ; 5,  drawing;  18,  natural  philosophy;  18,  geometry;  37,  astrono- 
my ; 1,  chemistry;  12,  physiology ; 38,  algebra ; 350,  arithmetic  ; 232,  grammar  and 
parsing  ; 129,  geography ; 11,  book-keeping  ; 30,  history;  208,  composition.  Total 
number  of  pupils  in  all  the  schools  7443.  There  has  been  a diminution  of  15  in  the 
number  of  schools  this  year.  This  is  owing  to  the  fear  that  they  would  be  deprived 
of  the  government  grant,  if  they  employed  teachers  not  holding  diplomas.  About 
one  fourth  of  the  teachers  in  the  common  schools  hold  them  ; and  all  the  teachers 
with  very  few  exceptions  are  competent,  and  manage  their  schools  in  a satisfactory 
manner.  The  average  age  of  the  male  teachers  is  27J  years  ; and  that  of  the  female 
teachers,  20J.  In  a few  municipalities,  the  Commissioners  have  failed  to  keep 
their  schools  open,  during  the  eight  months  required  by  law.  This  apathy  is 
manifested  also  by  the  school  visitors.  Progress  has  been  made  in  the  adminis- 
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Iration  of  the  financial  affairs,  btit  some  of  the  municipalities  still  complain  of  the 
difficulty  of  collecting  the  rates  imposed  on  vacant  lands.  What  they  also  com- 
plain, of  is  the  delay  in  the  establishment  of  the  new  Boards  of  Examiners,  I beg 
to  call  your  attention  specially  to  this  subject.  If  I was  not  afraid  of  being  too 
diffuse,  I would  point  out  the  best  schools  in  the  different  municipalities  which  I 
visit;  and  that  would  only  be  rendering,  justice  to  those  teachers  who  have 
charge  of  them,  for  the  majority  leave  nothing  to  be  desired  in  any  respect. 

As  regards  the  academies,  I ought  pariicularly  to  notice  the  comparatively 
small  number  of  children  who  follow  the  obligatory  course  of  study.  This  is  shewn 
by  the  statistics  with  respect  to  the  teachers,  who  have  charge  of  these  schools, 
without  in  any  way  accusing  them  of  unfitness.  I ought,  however  to  say  that 
only  two  of  them  hold  diplomas.  Three  academies  are  now  directed  by  mem- 
bers of  the  clergy.  The  others  are  only  nominally  directed  by  members  of  the 
clergy,  so  as  to  give  the  appearance  of  carrying  out  the  law  ; but  they  are  in  fact 
managed  by  teachers  who  hold  no  certificate  of  competency.  I must  admit 
freely  that  the  system  of  education  which  now  prevails  in  this  district  is  not  what 
it  ought  to  be,  and  is  far  from  being  popular. 

Upon  comparison  of  the  relative  usefulness  of  the  common  schools  and  the 
academies,  I am  bound  to  express  my  opinion  that  a larger  grant  ought  to  be 
made  to  the  former,  and  that  to  the  latter  not  diminished  ; but  the  system  should 
be  changed  to  that  in  reality  they  may  possess  a superiority  over  the  others  which 
they  now  have  only  in  name. 


Extracts  from  a Report  of  Mr.  Inspector  Archambault. 

In  the  tables  I transmitted  to  you,  I shewed  that  in  the  inspection  district 
which  I visited,  there  are  28  municipalities,  127  school  districts,  129  school  houses, 
118  elementary  having  schools,  5101  scholars,  7 model  schools,  288  scholars,  4 
dissentient  schools,  121  scholars  ; 1 superior  girls’  school,  107  scholars  ; 4 acade- 
mies, 618  scholars;  4 colleges,  741  scholars;  10  convents  with  1702  scholars; 
total,  8718  scholars  ; of  whom  1756  are  in  various  stages  of  progress  between  the 
alphabet  and  fluent  reading  ; 3536  read  fluently  ; 5597  read  well ; 32 1 can  write  on 
paper;  2623  learn  simple  arithmetic;  1255,  compound  arithmetic;  263,  book 
keeping ; 266,  orthography  ; 1127, geography;  2093,  French  grammar;  290,  English 
grammar;212,  parsing  and  melhodical grammar ; 130, composition ; 31,surveying ; 
1 16,  linear  drawing;  1278  learn  history  ; there  are  35  male  teachers  with  diplomas, 
and  81  female  teachers  with  diplomas,  1 not  furnished  with  a diploma. 

Generally  speaking,  the  schools,  in  this  district  work  well,  in  fact  progress 
is  universal. 

I think  it  proper  to  remark,  that  we  have  almost  reached  the  greatest  degree 
of  perfection  it  will  be  possible  to  attain  in  our  best  governed  model  schools  and 
academies,  so  long  as  parents  refuse  to  deprive  themselves  longer  of  their  chil- 
dren than  they  do  at  present.  The  children  do  not  remain  long  enough  at  school, 
to  enable  them  to  acquire  the  instruction  that  might  be  given  to  them  in  these 
institutions.  The  parents  either  withdraw  their  children  too  soon  from  the 
school,  or  allow  them,  without  suflicieni  cause,  to  remain  at  home,  and  absent 
themselves  from  their  work. 

Instruction  is  every  where  given  with  greater  care  and  more  success.  A 
great  number  of  elementary  schools  have  been  intrusted  to  female  teachers,  who 
acquit  themselves  satisfactorily  of  all  their  duties,  and  are  for  the  most  part  com- 
petent to  fill  the  important  post.  Some,  however,  I have  met  with  who  are  but 
little  calculated  to  fill  this  office  ; some,  for  want  of  the  requisite  education,  others 
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because  they  have  not  yet  attained  the  age  necessary  to  command  respect  in  the 
schools  ; and  others  because  they  have  no  aptitude  for  teaching.  One  thing  which 
impedes  progress  in  our  schools,  is  the  too  great  diversity  of  books  and  gram- 
mars made  use  of. 

I have  often  remarked,  that  in  certain  elementary  schools,  they  have  attempted 
to  introduce  a too  elementary  system  of*  instruction,  the  teachers  do  so  either  to 
afford  pleasure  to  certain  relations  or  to  acquire  a certain  degree  of  reputation  in 
education  and  so  attain  a higher  post. 

The  affairs  of  the  municipalities  are  generally  well  conducted.  There  has  been 
more  negligence  in  the  collection  of  the  assessments  than  usual,  and  but  small 
increase  in  the  rates  notwithstanding  the  extended  power  given  by  law.  The 
office  of  Secretary-Treasurer  is  generally  intrusted  to  trust-worthy  persons  ; several 
however  do  not  keep  their  book  of  receipts  and  expenditure,  as  they  ought  to  be 
kept.  The  books  in  these  cases  should  be  found  as  well  kept  as  in  our  bute  com- 
mercial houses.  The  interest  of  a parish  is  quite  as  important  as  that  of  an 
individual.  Some  are  models  in  this  respect,  and  merit  honorable  mention  : as 
Mr.  Jpbson,  at  St.  Johns,  and  Messrs.  Dorge  and  Crebassa  at  Sorel. 

A word  as  regards  each  parish. 

St.  Johns^  Dorchester. — The  educational  establishments  in  this  town  continue 
to  prosper.  The  elementary  schools  are  also  well  kept. 

Blairfindie. — As  regards  the  schools  in  this  parish,  I can  only  repeat  what  I 
stated  in  my  last  report. 

St.  Luc. — This  parish  shows  the  same  apathy  and  indifference. 

Chambly. — The  common  schools  are  hardly  better  kept  than  they  were  last 
year.  I take  the  liberty  of  correcting  two  errors  which  occurred  in  my  former- 
report,  and  which  are  doubtless  due  to  the  copier  : instead  of  Mme.  Breat,  I meant 
Mme.  Bresse,  and  instead  of  Mr,  and  Mme.  Strit,  I meant  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith. 

Longueuil. — The  inslitutions  and  schools  in  this  parish  well  sustain  their 
honorable  reputation. 

St.  Bruno. — I do  not  know  why  I failed  to  mention  the  schools  in  this  parish 
in  my  last  report.  Not  that  they  are  inferior  to  those  in  the  neighbouring  parishes, 
on  the  contrary,  I can  only  speak  of  them  with  praise.  Three  of  them  are  kept 
by  very  competent  and  praiseworthy  teachers,  particularly  Mr.  Paul  Auger  and 
Mr.  Damase  Bourbonniere,  who  both  keep  their  schools  on  a very  good  system. 
These  two  gentlemen  are  appreciated  at  St.  Bruno,  and  deserve  to  be  so. 

Boucherville. — In  this  parish  Mr.  Leon  Birs,  (not  Mr.  Leon  Blois)  has  been 
replaced  by  the  clercs  of  St.  Viateur.  I cannot  say  that  1 think  these  gentlemen 
have  for  the  first  year,  filled  the  void  caused  by  the  departure  of  Mr.  Birs.  The 
convent  is  well  conducted,  and  much  has  been  added  to  the  course  of  former 
years.  The  common  schools  in  the  village  are  on  a good  footing,  the  parish 
school  is  passable.  There  are  dissensions  in  this  parish  which  impede  the  pro- 
gress of  education. 

Ste.  Julie. — In  this  new  parish,  there  are  three  schools,  the  village  school  is 
good,  but  the  two  others  are  backward. 

Beloeil. — The  girl’s  school  is  still  kept  by  the  religious  ladies  of  Jesus-Marie 
with  great  success,  the  boarding-house  attached  to  this  institution  is  well  filled 
with  pupils  from  the  parish.  The  boys’  school  is  kept  by  a new  master,  a well 
educated  and  conscientious  man.  He  will  in  time  worthily  replace  his 
predecessor  Mr.  Leroux.  Mme.  Choquet,  Miles.  Patenaude  and  Guertin,  keep 
their  schools  well. 

On  the  whole,  the  schools  in  my  district  are  well  kept;  they  are  well 
furnished  with  benches,  tables,  black  boards  and  also  with  geographical  maps, 
books  and  stationery;  but  the  rate-payers  complain  greatly  of  the  expense, 
caused  by  the  absence  of  uniformity  in  the  school  books. 
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Extract  from  a Report  of  Mr.  Inspector  Child. 

I have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  common  schools  under  my 
inspection  for  the  year  1857.  I have  deemed  it  the  better  way  to  present  each 
municipality  separately  for  your  consideration,  and  in  the  order  which  they  stand 
on  my  records,  and  afterwards  make  such  remarks  upon  the  working  of  the  school 
law  in  my  district  as  may  be  required. 

Stamtead. — Has  27  schools  open  out  of  32.  5 of  them  having  been  added 

to  other  districts,  temporarily.  The  assessments  are  promptly  paid.  The  funds 
are  well  applied,  and  no  difficulties  now  exist  here.  I examined  most  of  these 
schools  in  the  summer  because  they  are  open  earlier,  than  in  any  other  locality 
under  my  inspection,  but  the  attendance  is  not  so  full  as  in  the  winter,  conse- 
quently the  numbers  in  my  tables  are  less  than  reported  for  the  last  six  months 
of  1857,  by  the  secretary-treasurer.  The  Seminary,  and  High  schools  at  Stanstead 
Plain,  Georgeville  and  Cassville,  are  doing  very  well  and  are  highly  beneficial  to 
the  people  around  them,  and  the  zeal  of  their  promoters  is  worthy  of  commenda- 
tion. The  children  have  on  the  whole  made  fair  progress  in  their  studies,  and 
in  a few  instances,  branches  of  study  above  those  required  for  elementary  Schools 
have  been  successfully  pursued. 

Barnston. — Out  of  20  districts,  schools  have  been  kept  open  in  15  of  them 
and  good  progress  has  been  made.  The  obstacles  which  retarded  the  schools,  and 
at  one  time  seemed  to  be  insurmountable,  are  gradually  giving  way,and  the  inhabi- 
tants are  coming  to  understand  that  their  highest  interests  are  best  promoted  by 
promptly  paying  their  school  rates,  and  sustaining  their  schools  ; amongst  which 
it  gives  me  pleasure  to  report,  that  the  Academy  at  Barnston-Gorner  is  doing 
exceedingly  well ; its  principal  teacher  gives  great  satisfaction  to  the  pupils, 
and  all  parties  who  are  interested.  Their  funds  are  improving  and  all  arrears 
due  to  teachers  will  be  discharged  before  the  end  of  the  present  half  year.  From 
the  time  vacancies  were  filled  by  the  government  in  the  board  of  Commissioners, 
improvement  in  its  school  affairs  began,  and  has  continued. 

Magog — Has  sustained  7 schools;  5 of  these  schools  have  been  doing  well, 
the  teachers  thereof  are  very  clever.  The  funds  are  well  applied,  and  no  difficul- 
ties of  any  note  exist  here.  The  people  at  the  outlet  villages  have  built  an  Aca- 
demy or  High  School,  which  has  been  opened  and  well  attended  the  most  part  of 
last  year,  under  a very  good  teacher,  and  bids  fair  to  be  very  useful  to  its  promo- 
ters and  the  inhabitants  of  this  very  flourishing  village. 

Barford — Has  gone  on  very  well  since  the  two  vacancies  in  the  board  of  the 
school  Commissioners  were  filled  by  the  Government,  all  arrears  of  rates  have  been 
collected,  5 schools  in  as  many  districts  have  been  kept  open,  and  very  fair  pro- 
gress has  been  made.  Funds  are  equal  to  the  payment  of  the  teacher’s  wages, 
and  no  difficulties  have,  or  do  exist.  It  is  a newly  settled  Township,  and  is  not 
so  able  as  older  ones,  to  support  its  schools. 

Compton — Deserves  well  for  sustaining  20  schools  out  of  20  districts.  Some 
two  years  ago,  the  rate  payers  here,  were  loath  to  pay  their  school  rates,  but 
now  they  willingly  do  it.  The  teachers  are  promptly  paid,  and  15  out  of  20  of 
them  produced  to  me  diplomas.  Good  progress  has  been  made  in  all  the  schools, 
yet  none  of  them  rise  to  the  highest  standard.  1 however  see  that  in  a short  time, 
that  some  of  them  will  come  up  to  it. 

The  funds  are  well  applied  and  Commissioners  manage  their  matters  very 
successfully.  The  Academy  here  is  well  attended,  and  is,  and  has  been  highly 
beneficial  to  the  country  around,  in  preparing  a better  class  of  teachers  for  the 
Elementary  Schools. 
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Eaton. — 12  schools  are  regularly  opened  and  well  supported,  and  good  pro- 
gress is  made  in  all  of  them.  One  of  them,  No.  4,  ranks  as  high  as  any  elemen- 
tary school  in  St.  Francis.  6 years  ago,  the  teacher  on  examination  stood  no 
higher  than  many  who  then  came  before  me,  but  she  has  matured  by  the  force 
of  her  own  genius,  and  now  stands  unrivalled  amongst  250.  1 have  great  plea- 

sure in  the  examination  of  her  school  and  also  addressing  the  scholars.  The  Aca- 
demy here  has  been  serviceable,  and  now  is  doing  very  well.  The  teacher 
makes  teaching  his  vocation,  and  he  has  a good  and  very  thorough  method  of  in- 
struction. The  number  of  pupils  attending  is  not  so  large  as  in  some  of  these 
schools,  yet  it  qualifies  teachers  for  the  new  settlements  in  the  back  country. 
There  is  a small  school  near  the  South-West  corner  of  the  Township,  which  has 
been  built  and  supported  by  the  settlers,  who  cannot  send  their  little  children  to 
the  nearest  school,  it  being  over  2 miles.  They  applied  to  me  to  intercede  with 
the  Commissioners  to  give  them  a share  of  the  school  fund,  which  I have  done, 
and  I have  reason  to  believe,  at  their  next  meeting  my  intercession  will  be  consi- 
dered, and  meet  with  success.  It  stands  on  my  tables  as  an  independant  school. 

Newport — Has  struggled  hard  to  work  out  and  sustain  under  the  law  S 
schools  since  its  severance  from  Eaton.  I found  one  of  the  schools  of  the  best 
character  chiefly  effected  by  a very  competent  teacher.  The  other  2 are  small, 
but  are  making  good  progress.  The  Commissioners  have  just  finished  2 new 
school  houses,  and  have  gently  overcome  all  obstacles  in  their  way.  I find  where 
they  are  firm  to  put  the  law  in  force,  such  is  the  result  in  all  the  municipalities. 

Hereford — Has  been  unable  to  keep  open  but  two  schools  out  of  4 districts. 
One  of  which,  was  doing  well,  the  other  not  so.  A teacher  in  the  latter  who  was 
not  qualified,  and  who  had  not  been  examined,  was  employed,  but  as  her  engage- 
ment was  about  closing,  I advised  the  Commissioners  to  let  it  continue  to  its 
end  ; but  in  future  be  sure  to  employ  no  teacher  who  did  not  produce  a diploma, 
which  they  seemed  very  willing  to  do.  The  amounts,  Register  and  Rolls  are 
correct,  and  the  school  funds  are  well  applied.  Only  ^ of  the  Township,  is  sub- 
ject to  assessment.  The  other  ^ is  ungranted  domaine,  hence  their  funds  are  small. 

Clifton — Is  a new  settlement  divided  by  a swamp,  that  is  impossible  to 
pass,  except  in  the  dead  of  winter,  and  even  then,  the  road  was  not  broken  out. 
In  East-Clifton  are  2 districts,  and  in  West-Clifton,  are  also  2.  Schools  are  kept 
in  3 of  them  last  year,  and  are  very  well  attended  and  making  some  progress, 
teachers  all  had  diplomas,  and  bid  fair  to  advance  their  pupils  successfully.  The 
funds  are  well  applied  and  no  complaints  are  made  of  difficulties. 

Bury — Is  divided  into  5 school  districts  and  it  sustains  4 schools,  one  of 
which  is  amalgamated  with  the  Church  and  Colonial  School  Society’s  school 
under  the  direction  of  Rev.  Mr.  Kempt.  The  wild  land  tax  is  a considerable 
part  of  the  rates  here,  which  the  Company’s  Agent  (Mr.  Henniker)  has  regularly 
paid,  and  by  which  the  settlers,  being  few  and  poor,  the  Commissioners  have 
been  able  to  pay  off  large  arrears  of  debt,  and  support  their  teachers.  The  pro- 
gress of  the  children  is  small,  but  the  Commissioners  deserve  well  and  particularly 
the  secretary-treasurer,  without  whose  able  assistance  the  schools  must  have  been 
vacant.  Ii  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  report  the  school  of  the  Church  and  Colo- 
nial School  Society  here  (Mr.  Best,  teacher),  17  Norwegian  children  were  attending 
it,  who  were  learning  English,  and  59  other  pupils  had  attended  during  last  year 
who  had  made  good  progress  in  the  Elementary  branches,  and  some,  which  are 
taught  in  Model  Schools,  and  particularly  7 pupils  in  linear  drawing,  whose  pro- 
ficiency was  very  good  indeed,  I have  seen  copies  in  the  art,  made  by  pupils,  but 
never  before  examined  original  drawings  by  any  pupils  in  my  district  of  inspec- 
tion, this  school  will  be  very  beneficial  to  this  new  section  of  country,  and  I 
trust  the  teacher  will  not  be  discouraged  by  the  irregular  attendances  of  the  chil- 
dren, which  is  a great  evil. 
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Brompton — Has  5 districts,  and  maintains  5 schools,  which  are  making  some 
progress  ; only  one  teacher  had  a diploma.  One  other  school  is  being  built  in 
the  village  of  B.ompton  Mills,  which  promises  to  become  the  leading  school  in 
the  to  wnship.  The  school  affairs  of  it  are  in  a prosperous  stale.  Funds  in  the 

hands  of  the  Commissioners  are  sufficient  to  pay  the  teachers  wages,  and  no  dif- 
ficulties have  existed  for  the  last  year.  The  records,  accounts  and  rolls,  are  well 
kept  and  funds  well  applied. 

Sherbrooke  Town. — Here  are  5 schools  under  commissioners,  besides  1 in- 
dependent under  the  Newfoundland  Society,  1 nunnery,  I academy,  and  I 
French  College,  of  the  5 under  the  Commissioners,  2 are  French  and  3 are  Pro- 
testants, good  proficiency  is  mode  and  they  are  very  well  attended,  I am  able  to 
state  that  in  the  Newfoundland  school,  and  the  Academy,  excellent  progress  is 
made  in  ail  the  studies  therein  pursued,  which  are  from  elementary  to  those  of  a 
higher  order,  the  two  latter  promise  to  be  of  great  service  to  the  children  and 
youth  who  attend  them.  Of  the  French  College  I cannot  speak;  but  I see  a 
substantial  and  commodious  building  has  been  built  in  a few  months  upon  the 
site  of  the  one  lately  destroyed  by  fire.  Aided  by  the  liberality  of  all  classes  in 
that  town  whatever  might  be  their  faith,  which  is  highly  commendable. 

Orford. — Is  one  of  our  poorest  municipalities,  it  is  divided  into  4 districts  and 
schools  are  kept  open  in  2 of  them,  in  one  of  which  very  good  progress  has  been 
made.  The  other  is  out  on  the  Montreal  road  18  miles,  and  roads  so  bad  as  to 
be  dangerous  to  travel,  and  not  enough  of  it  to  keep  the  track  open  in  winter. 

Windsor. — Has  3 districts  and  3 schools,  which  are  doing  well,  the  funds 
are  ample  and  well  applied,  and  children,  attend  school  well,  study  and  behave 
well. 

Ascot. — Has  14  districts  and  sustains  13  schools,  two  have  been  united  and 
they  are  all  making  some  progress,  only  3 teachers  had  diplomas,  when  they  are 
all  within  a few  hours  walk  of  Sherbrooke,  where  the  board  of  examiners  regu- 
larly meets.  The  teachers  semed  to  me  to  be  qualified  to  teach  the  little  chil- 
dren who  were  under  their  charge,  but  few  of  them  taught  written  arithmetic, 
grammar  or  geography,  to  the  children. 

Melbourne. — Has  12  districts,  and  poorly  sustaines  12  schools  most  of  which 
make  but  little  progress.  The  rate  payers  are  in  arrears,  and  teachers  are  unpaid. 
The  commissioners  expressed  to  me  a strong  determination  to  collect  arrears  of 
assessments  and  pay  the  teachers,  they  have  so  acted  by  giving  over  the  rolls  to 
the  council,  and  that  body  after  having  passed  a by  law  for  their  collection,  has 
recinded  it,  and  so  throws  the  whole  matter  into  confusion.  The  schools  here, 
are  languishing  under  such  inefficient  working  of  the  law,  and  I see  clearly  that 
such  is  the  reason  why  they  do  not  prosper.  The  remedy  his  within  themselves, 
and  until  they  promptly  pay  their  rates  and  scholar  fees  there  can  be  no  irnprov- 
rnent  in  their  elementary  schools,  and  the  model  school  will  remain  closed,  as  it 
has  been  for  several  years  past.  Some  of  the  best  families  send  their  children  to 
St.  Francis  College  preparatory  school,  and  hence  there  influence  is  lost  in  a 
great  measure  to  the  interest  of  the  common  schools.  The  Sec.  Treas,  has  com- 
plained of  these  things  and  signified  a wish  to  resign,  I should  be  sorry  to  loose 
his  services,  as  they  are  very  correctly  performed. 

Shipton — Has  13  districts,  since  Cleveland  was  severed  from  it,  and  it 
supports  13  schools  regularly,  a few  of  them  are  among  the  best  in  the  district, 
and  the  restare  making  some  progress.  The  assessments  are  promptly  paid  and 
so  are  the  teachers  wages.  The  teachers  are  of  a better  character,  and  that  will 
be  improved  as  the  benefits  of  the  academy  are  extended  to  the  youth  around. 
I am  happy  to  see  such  advance  in  this  ancient  settlement,  for  there  is  a wide 
range  of  vacant  newly  settled  Townships  to  the  Eastward  of  it,  the  inhabitants 
of  which,  have  a few  schools,  but  are  destitute  of  good  teachers. 
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Wotton. — Is  a French  settlement,  began  a few  years  ago,  which  is  not  fully 
set  off  into  schools  districts,  4 have  been  laid  off,  and  4 schools  have  been 
opened,  which  have  been  well  attended,  and  some  progress  has  been  made  in  2 
of  them  Nos.  1 and  3,  very  good  schools  have  been  keept.  There  were  some 
difficulties  here,  during  the  last  year,  which  have  been  settled  satisfactorily. 
The  land  is  good  on  which  the  settlements  are  made,  it  is  not  far  from  Danville 
Railway  Station,  and  I see  nothing  to  prevent  their  prosperity.  I have  been 
called  there  twice,  to  settle  difficulties,  which  semed  to  threaten  them  with 
irreparable  injury,  and  in  both  instances,  I have  found  the  well  disposed,  under 
the  influence  and  advice  of  their  priest,  willing  to  co-operate  with  me  in  such 
steps  as  were  best  calculated  to  restore  confidence  and  good  will  amongst  them- 
selves. 

Cleveland. — Was  severed  from  Shipton  about  2 years  ago.  It  has  7 districts 
and  sustains  7 schools,  which  are  well  managed.  The  teachers  are  all  coinpr'- 
tent,  and  the  children  have  made  progress  in  their  studies.  Branches  above  li:t‘ 
elementary  schools  have  been  well  taught  in  No.  1,  which  was  heretofore  very 
backward,  I cannot  but  congratulate  the  parents  of  the  children  in  this  school, 
upon  the  proficiency  which  their  children  have  made,  for  2 years  ago  it  was 
among  the  poorest  schools  in  the  municipality.  The  commissioners  have  shown 
a zeal  here  worthy  of  imitation.  St.  Francis  College  is  situated  in  this  town- 
ship, in  the  Village  of  Richmond,  and  is  attended  by  a fair  number  of  youth 
around  it,  and  will,  I believe,  ere  long  be  highly  beneficial  to  that  quarter. 

Durham  No.  1% — 13  schools  are  sustained  in  13  districts.  They  are  well 
attended  and  some  progress  is  made,  which  is  worthy  of  support,  and  in  a few 
schools  proficiency  has  been  made  in  the  elementary  branches,  which  commands 
my  warmest  approbation.  The  school  affairs  are  in  very  competent  hands, 
which  ensures  future  success  and  progress.  The  model  school  was  a failure. 
Through  the  exertions  of  the  chairman  of  the  commissioners  (Rev.  Mr.  Dunkerly) 
a school  has  been  kept  open  in  the  model  school  house,  to  which  one  of  the  ele- 
mentary schools  is  joined,  which  has  been  very  useful  to  the  municipality.  The 
character  of  their  schools  differs  from  others,  in  that  better  progress  is  made 
under  less  qualified  teachers,  yet  there  are  two  who  are  very  well  qualified  and 
some  ol  them  are  now  at  the  McGill  Normal  School  in  training,  which  bespeaks 
future  improvment  here,  worthy  of  imitation  in  other  municipalities.  There  are 
2 dissentient  schools  here,  which  were  not  opened  when  I visited  the  munici- 
pality in  Sept.  last. 

Durham  No.  2. — Is  a small  part  of  the  Township  of  Durham  in  which  in 
situated  the  flourishing  village  of  L’Avenir,  the  inhabitants  of  which  are  mostly 
French,  3 schools  are  kept  in  operation,  one  entirely  French  and  the  other  2 
mostly  English,  one  of  these  is  a very  good  school  in  which  English  and  French 
are  taught.  The  teacher  has  a diploma  to  teach  a model  school.  He  is  advanc- 
ing his  pupils  in  the  elementary  branches  remarkably  well.  The  other  two 
schools  are  among  the  poorest,  grammar  nor  geography  are  taught,  and  a very 
little  of  simple  arithmetic.  The  inhabitants  of  French  origin  are  building  a high 
school  which  they  expect  to  finish  the  ensuing  year  much  to  their  credit.  French 
teachers  are  much  needed,  in  the  schools  of  that  language  in  that  quarter. 

Kingsey — Has  10  districts  and  supports  10  schools,  3 of  which  are  French. 
The  other  schools  are  English,  in  all  of  which  some  progress  is  made,  and  in  the 
school  near  the  French  Church,  a very  good  system  of  teaching  is  pursued,  written 
exercises  in  grammar  and  arithmetic,  gave  me  great  pleasure  for  their  correct- 
ness. The  assessments  and  scholar  fees  are  now  cheerfully  paid,  and  commis- 
sioners are  able  to  pay  off  the  teachers  at  the  regular  periods.  The  register,  rolls 
and  accounts  are  well  kept  and  no  difficulties  exist  here.  A few  of  the  English 
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schools  are  doing  very  well,  when  I examined  them  in  September  last.  A few 
teachers  are  attending  the  McGill  Normal  school,  whose  return  and  improved 
teaching  will  give  great  benefits  to  their  native  township,  I hope  others  will 
follow  so  good  an  example. 

Tingwick. — Is  a newly  settled  Township  which  has  but  poorly  kept  open  8 
schools,  3 of  which  are  Protestant  dissentient  schools,  but  little  progress  has  been 
made  in  either  of  them.  Those  under  Commissioners  have  been  hardly  kept 
open  and  their  teachers  paid.  Those  under  Trustees  though  kept  open,  yet  not 
very  well  managed.  Their  funds  have  been  in  some  measure  lost  by  the  failure 
of  their  late  chairman,  who  was  allowed  to  act  as  treasurer  without  either 
appointment  or  sureties.  These  dissenters  show  a willingness  to  recover  them- 
selves from  the  ernbarassment,  and  I trust  will  in  a reasonable  time.  The 
Commissioners  carry  out  the  law  as  well  as  they  can,  and  I see  signs  of  some 
improvement,  every  visit  I make  to  them. 

South  Ham. — Is  still  in  connection  with  Duds  well,  2 districts  are  laid  ofl, 
and  1 school  (English)  is  kept  open,  the  other  (French)  has  been  closed  for  the  last 
year,  bm  there  is  no  practical  connection  between  them  and  Dudswell. 

Dudswell. — Is  divided  into  6 districts  and  sustains  6 schools  respectably, 
one  of  them  is  joined  to  the  academy  and  is  managed  by  the  Trustees.  They 
are  making  pretty  good  progress  in  the  elementary  branches.  The  academy  has 
been  attended  by  pupils  who  required  to  be  taught  the  elementary  branches  only, 
and  they,  the  trustees,  have  adopted  my  suggestion  to  teach  them  these,  thorough- 
ly before  attempting  the  higher  one’s,  which  I find  is  sometimes  unwisely  done. 
The  funds  here  are  well  collected  and  applied  and  no  difficulties  have  existed. 

Winslow. — I am  sorry  to  report,  has  not  one  school  open.  Last  year,  I found 
4 open,  and  making  some  progress  ; but  when  I visited  that  locality  in  January 
last,  it  was  my  wish  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  secretary-treasurer  and  settle 
the  difficulties,  but  he  was  away  from  home. 

Lingwick — Is  divided  into  4 districts,  and  3 schools  were  open  in  Jan.  last? 
when  I visited  them,  in  one  of  which  (No.  2)  an  excellent  teacher,  from  England, 
is  employed.  The  other  2 I examined,  and  the  teachers  are  quite  competent  to 
teach  reading,  spelling,  and  a little  mental  arithmetic  ; but  not  grammar  nor 
geography,  on  account  of  the  newness  of  the  settlement,  the  backwardness  of  the 
children,  and  the  smallness  of  the  school  funds.  I advised  the  commissioners  to 
allow  these  girls  to  teach  their  terms  out ; but  in  future  to  employ  none  but  well 
qualified  teachers.  In  No.  2 school,  very  good  progress  has  been  made  in  all  the 
elementary  branches.  Their  school  affairs  are  well  managed  and  no  difficulties 
exist. 

Weedon — Is  newly  settled  by  French  people ; 4 districts  have  been  formed, 
including  all  the  settlers,  and  the  organization  of  them  and  appointment  of  com- 
missioners last  year,  has  enabled  the  commissioners  to  open  3 schools  during  the 
last  year.  I examined  them  last  January,  and  I am  very  glad  to  find  them  doing 
so  well,  one  of  the  3 schools  is  making  great  proficiency  in  all  the  elementary 
branches.  The  other  2 are  learning  to  read,  spell,  and  a little  mental  arithmetic. 
The  commissioners  will  try  to  open  the  4th  school ; some  complaint  has  been 
made  that  the  inhabitants  were  too  poor  to  support  more  than  3 schools.  Also 
that  commissioners  had  not  fixed  the  site  of  S.  H.  No.  3,  in  the  centre.  I heard 
the  parties,  and  have  good  reason  to  approve  of  the  site  on  which  S.  H.  No.  3,  is 
built,  and  I am  persuaded  that  a school  should  be  opened  in  No.  1,  where  it  will 
best  convene  the  children.  The  commissioners  have  shown  zeal  and  judgment  in 
what  they  have  done  towards  carrying  the  law  into  effect,  and  I cannot  see  any 
good  grounds  of  disapproving  of  their  acts.  They  have  wisely  opened  these 
schools  where  the  children  could  most  conveniently  attend. 


241 


Garihby — Is  also  newly  settled  by  French  people  ; but  the  commissioners 
appointed,  have  found  the  people  too  poor  to  open  even  one  school.  I saw  the 
chief  commissioner,  and  urged  him  to  do  all  he  could  to  open  one  school  in  the 
spring. 

Stratford — Is  another  French  settlement  newly  made.  The  commissioners 
have  not  opened  any  schools,  but  they  expect  to  open  several  in  the  summer. 
The  settlers  look  prosperously,  and  they  have  a fine  tract  of  land,  delightfully 
picturesque  and  fertile  ; in  these  3 settlements  churches  are  built,  and  one  resident 
priest  is  now  supported. 

Wolfstown — Has  not  been  organised,  but  there  are  enough  children  for  one 
or  two  schools.  1 expect  to  visit  them  the  ensuing  summer. 

Westbury — Has  been  laid  off  into  2 districts,  in  one  of  which,  a school  has 
been  kept  during  the  past  year,  and  another  will  be  opened  in  the  summer. 

Auckland — HsiS  no  district,  nor  school,  there  are  not  enough  children  in  this  new 
settlement  to  form  a school.  I advised  them  to  send  their  children  to  school  in 
Newport,  and  contribute  something  for  their  instruction. 

South  Winslow — Has  been  severed  from  North  Winslow.  I saw  one  of  its 
leading  councillors,  and  urged  him  to  assist  to  organise  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners, and  to  write  me  for  my  advice  and  assistance,  if  such  was  made,  and  he 
assured  me  he  would. 

General  remarks.  The  reading  lessons  in  all  the  frontier  schools  are  Ameri- 
can, which  inculcate  the  superior  excellence  of  institutions  different  from  our 
own.  The  evil  effects  of  which,  I have  not  failed  to  point  out  in  the  gentlest 
manner,  whenever  I have  examined  these  schools  ; but  little  change  therein  has 
been  made.  The  Board  of  Examiners  at  Stanstead,  resolved  that  the  national 
series  of  lesson  books,  should  only  be  used,  which  encouraged  me  to  expect  a 
change  of  them  would  be  affected.  I,  however,  see  no  disposition  to  do  so  ; in 
the  academies  high  schools  or  elementary,  which  are  along  the  border  counties 
or  municipalities.  Hence,  I have  during  my  examinations  last  year ; become 
more  earnest  in  my  remarks  in  every  school,  high  or  low,  which  I have  examined, 
against  the  use  of  these  foreign  lesson  books,  and  some  low  attacks  under  mask, 
have  been  made  upon  me  through  the  local  press. 

Some  energetic  influence  under  the  school  law  of  Lower  Canada  is  required 
to  correct  an  evil  of  this  magnitude,  and  I trust  I shall  have  your  approbation 
and  support  in  it,  to  execute  promptly  the  provisions  of  the  law,  also  in  suggest- 
ing to  the  government  such  further  legislation  as  may  be  required  to  correct  an 
evil  of  this  character. 

Teachers  have  been  employed  who  were  under  18  years  of  age,  and  who 
had  not  submitted  themselves  to  an  examination  before  any  Board  of  Examiners 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  respective  boards,  which  meet  regularly  at 
Sherbrooke  and  Stanstead.  I wish  to  bring  the  fact  to  the  notice  of  the  govern- 
ment, that  some  provisions  in  the  law  may  be  provided  to  induce  compliance 
with  so  important  a duty. 

I commend  the  attendance  of  the  children  at  school  ; it  however  would  be 
greater  if  parents  could  dispense  with  the  labor  of  their  largest  children  in 
summer  as  well  as  in  winter.  It  would  also  be  greatly  beneficial  if  parents 
would  allow  more  time  for  school  and  study  to  their  children,  when  they  are 
under  good  training  before  pushing  them  forward  to  the  business  of  life.  Good 
teachers  are  unable  to  make  scholars  out  of  their  pupils,  for  the  reason  that  they 
are  taken  from  school  before  it  can  be  done. 

The  school  law,  as  it  has  been  amended,  works  very  well,  and  I have  no 
further  improvements  to  suggest  for  the  consideration  of  yourself  and  the  govern- 
ment. 
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It  was  my  duty,  during  the  last  year,  to  assemble  the  teachers  of  this  district, 
and  form  them  into  an  association.  I called  it  at  Sherbrooke  on  the  23rd  of  last 
December,  by  notices  in  English  and  French,  which  were  published  in  all  of  the 
local  papers  ; but  only  three  of  them  attended.  Accordingly,  I adjourned  it  until 
the  9th  of  January,  1858,  when  there  were  not  over  a dozen  present. 

I called  the  meeting  to  order  and  read  the  Hon.  P.  J.  O.  Chauveau’s  letter  of 
instruction,  and  as  briefly  as  possible  explained  the  purpose  of  the  meeting,  after 
which,  the  Association  was  formed,  which  I trust  will  be  of  great  service  in  the 
art  of  teaching  in  St.  Francis.  The  people  are  too  much  inclined  to  employ  cheap 
teachers,  the  effect  of  which  is  to  discourage  good  ones.  It  is  too  plain,  however, 
that  no  good  schools  can  be  had  without  good  teachers,  and  our  best  native  ones, 
could  improve  themselves  greatly  by  a course  of  practical  training  in  the  Normal 
School.  As  yet  none  from  the  District  of  St.  Francis  have  been  persuaded  to 
attend  it,  except  the  few  already  mentioned  from  Durham,  and  Kingsey. 

Some  general  and  useful  course  of  study  ought  to  be  prescribed  for  the  Com- 
mon Schools,  as  much  time  is  lost  to  the  children,  which  can  never  be  recalled 
for  the  proper  direction  of  the  elementary  studies.  This  power  is  by  law  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  School  Commissioners,  who  have  never  attempted  to  exercise  it 
to  my  knowledge.  Reading  is  not  generally  well  taught,  little  attention  is  given 
to  the  matters  of  the  lesson  by  teachers  or  pupils.  I generally  select  lessons  and 
examine  them  upon  the  subject,  and  point  out  to  the  teachers  and  pupils  the  pro- 
per way  of  reading  no  more  at  the  time  than  the  class  can  understand.  Grammar 
is  also  very  imperfectly  taught  in  almost  all  the  schools  ; Orthography  is  gene- 
rally neglected  ; Etymology  is  the  beginning  with  them,  and  they  seldom  attain 
a good  knowledge  of  it,  and  the  other  two  parts  into  which  Grammar  is  divided. 
Arithmetic,  mental  and  written,  simple  and  compound,  is  better  taught.  There 
is  a black-board  in  almost  every  school,  but  it  is  not  generally  used,  as  much  as 
it  ought  to  be.  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


Extracts  from  the  Report  of  Mr.  Inspector  Valade. 

I need  only  say  that  the  people  love  and  thirst  for  instruction ; this  they 
prove  by  the  unanimity  with  which  they  give  execution  to  the  law,  by  paying  the 
rates  cheerfully  and  punctually,  by  erecting  good  school  houses,  by  selecting 
teachers  holding  diplomas,  intelligent  and  conscientious  secretary-treasurers,  by 
appreciating  fully  the  new  normal  schools,  by  co-operating  warmly  with  the 
labors  of  the  inspector,  whose  suggestions  they  respect  and  carry  out,  this  is  how 
things  are  managed  in  the  majority  of  the  municipalities,  under  my  inspection. 
The  Rev.  members  of  the  clergy  are  alive  to  the  importance  of  the  part  they  have 
to  play  in  the  education  of  the  people,  and  the  commissioners  also  know  that 
they  have  a lay  apostleship  to  fulfiil.  In  confirmation  of  what  I have  stated, 
allow  me  to  offer  a few  details  respecting  each  Municipality. 

COUNTY  OF  HOCHELAGA.* 

Hochelaga. — There  are  two  schools,  3 mistresses,  and  60  pupils.  The  En- 
glish school  is  better  kept  this  year  than  the  French  school.  I gave  3 premiums 
in  the  first,  and  2 in  the  second.  The  account-books  and  records  of  the  proceed- 
ings, are  kept  in  perfect  order. 

St.  Henri. — The  Tannery  village  has  an  excellent  school,  kept  by  Mr.  H^tu, 
a teacher  holding  a model  school  diploma,  and  his  sister-in-law.  They  receive 
a salary  of  ,£125.  There  are  140  pupils.  English,  French,  parsing,  orthogra- 
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phical  dictation  in  both  languages,  mental,  simple  and  compound  arithmetic, 
book-keeping,  the  history  of  Canada  and  geography,  are  taught  with  success.  I 
gave  three  premiums.  The  accounts  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  are  well  kept. 
There  is  also  a dissentient  school,  which  is  well  kept,  and  for  which  the  rate- 
payers make  generous  sacrifices.  I gave  two  prizes  in  this  school. 

Cotmu  St,  Pierre, — There  are  two  schools,  one  English  and  one  French  ; 
they  have  a total  of  113  pupils.  The  French  school  is  very  much  better  than 
it  was  at  the  time  of  my  last  visit.  The  English  school  is  pretty  well  kept.  I 
gave  two  prizes  in  the  former,  and  one  in  the  latter. 

Cote  des  Neiges, — There  are  four  schools  in  this  municipality,  one  of  which  is 
independant.  They  have  a total  of  147  pupils,  of  whom  45  read  well,  and  53 
write.  The  three  schools  under  control,  are  well  kept.  The  school  at  Cote  St. 
Luc  has  but  little  success,  because  the  parents  persist  in  not  sending  their  chil- 
dren with  regularity.  In  this  visit  I gave  four  prizes. 

Coteau  St,  Louis, — There  are,  in  all,  four  schools,  six  male  and  female  teach- 
ers, and  227  pupils.  lam  well  pleased  with  the  good  impulse  given  to  all  these 
schools.  All  the  branches  required  for  elementary  schools,  and  some  of  those 
appointed  for  model  schools,  are  taught  in  them,  and  amongst  other  matters,  the 
French  and  English  languages,  mental  arithmetic,  history  and  geography,and  in 
one  of  them,  the  school  under  the  Brothers  of  St.  Viateur,  literary  composition. 
In  this  municipality,  there  are  108  children  able  to  write,  63  read  well,  and  55 
read  very  well.  I gave  6 prizes  in  this  visit.  The  accounts  of  the  Commission- 
ers are  well  kept,  but  there  are  large  arrears  due.  The  dissentients  have  one 
school,  which  numbers  40  pupils.  It  is  pretty  well  kept ; I gave  two  prizes  in 
t. 

Cote  Visitation, — Here  there  are  two  schools,  one  under  the  control  of  the 
Commissioners,  and  the  other  under  tho  control  of  the  dissentient  trustees ; 
they  are  both  well  kept ; I gave  two  prizes  in  each  of  them ; in  the  one,  there 
are  40  pupils,  in  the  other  20.  The  accounts  of  the  Secretary-Treasurer  are 
well  kept* 

Sault  aux  RecoUets, — There  are  four  schools  in  this  municipality,  five  mas-- 
tersand  mistresses,  and  251  pupils.  All  these  schools  are  honor  to  the  Commis- 
sioners and  the  rate-payers.  The  statistics  shew  the  progress  of  the  pupils ; 120 
read  well,  124  write,  78  know  simple  arithmetic,  62  compound  and  mental 
arithmetic,  57  are  studying  English,  90  parse  in  French,  116  write  in  ortho- 
graphical dictation,  61  learn  history,  91  geography,  and  28  literary  composition. 
The  accounts  are  well  kept ; but  unfortunately  there  are  large  arrears. 

Haul  Sault, — ^In  this  municipality  there  is  but  one  school,  and  32  pupils. 
The  annual  change  of  mistresses  greatly  retards  the  progress  of  the  pupils.  The 
accounts  are  well  kept,  and  there  are  no  arrears. 

Pointe  aux  Trembles, — Here  there  are  two  schools,  incluh'ng  an  academy 
for  boys  and  another  for  girls.  There  are  in  all  209  pupils ; 54  study  English, 
51  mental  arithmetic,  and  36  practice  literary  composition.  The  other  branches 
are  also  taught  with  success.  The  two  academies  are  very  well  conducted.  I 
distributed  5 prizes. 

Longue  Pointe, — Here  there  is  a convent  of  the  Sisters  of  Providence,  an  ele- 
mentary school,  under  the  control  of  the  Commissioners,  and  a dissentient  school. 
The  children  attending  the  two  first  number  116  ; 30  pupils  attend  the  dissen- 
tient school,  which  is  entrusted  to  a male  teacher.  The  Commissioner’s  school 
is  under  a female  teacher.  It  is  not  very  well  kept,  more  especially  as  regards 
discipline.  The  convent  is  very  well  conducted,  and  the  dissentient  school, 
thanks  to  the  watchful  care  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor,  of  Elmwood  Place,  shews 
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very  gratifying  results.  The  convent  also  contains  an  institute,  in  which  14 
poor  deaf  and  dumb  persons  are  carefully  attended,  and  receive  religious  instruc- 
tions and  the  means  of  returning  to  the  charitable  association,  from  which  they 
have  been  excluded  by  their  infirmity.  I gave  three  prizes  at  the  convent,  and 
two  in  the  dissentient  school. 

Riviere  des  Prairies. — Here  there  ^re  3 schools  and  113  pupils  ; one  of  them 
has  been  in  operation  only  since  the  month  of  August ; it  has  40  pupils.  The 
model  school  of  the  village  is  excellent ; but  we  have  to  deplore  the  premature 
death  of  the  worthy  teacher,  Mr.  Kobillard.  The  accounts  are  kept  in  perfect 
order  ; I distributed  3 prizes. 

COUNTY  OF  JACQUES  CARTIER, 

Toinle  Claire. — Here  are  5 schools,  including  an  academy  for  girls  and  a 
model  school  for  boys,  9 teachers,  male  and  female,  and  218  pupils.  In  this 
municipality,  95  pupils  write  in  orthographical  dictation,  50  study  English,  43 
study  mental  arithmetic  and  compound  arithmetic,  48  history,  37  geography,  and 
16  practice  literary  composition.  Last  year,  there  existed  a sixth  school,  kept  by 
a female  teacher,  who  left  her  post  without  assigning  any  motive.  It  is  intended 
to  appoint  some  person  to  her  place,  within  a short  time.  I gave  ten  prizes  in 
this'  parish.  I am  happy  to  state  that  the  English  language  is  taught  with  much 
success  in  the  primary-superior  school  for  boys.  The  accounts  are  kept  with 
admirable  correctness,  and  the  arrears  are  unimportant. 

Lachine. — There  are  4 schools  in  this  municipality  : three  under  the  control 
of  the  commissioners,  with  161  pupils,  and  one  under  the  dissentient  trustees, 
with  45  pdpils.  I distributed  9 prizes  in  the  commissioners’  schools.  They  are 
very  well  conducted,  particularly  that  under  Miss  Ropue.  I gave  2 prizes  in  the 
tient  school,  and  I was  very  much  pleased  with  the  result  of  my  visit. 

Ste.  Anne  du  lout  deHIsle. — Here  there  are  3 schools  and  128  pupils.  Two  of 
the  schools  have  made  some  progress  ; the  third  is  very  backward.  The  accounts  ar 
badly  kept,  and  the  expenditure  badly  regulated.  I have  reason  to  think  that 
the  commissioners  will  comply  with  my  suggestions,  and  that  they  will  do  better 
for  the  future. 

Ste.  Genevieve. — Here  there  are  5 schools,  including  the  convent  of  the  reli- 
gious order  of  St.  Ann,  eight  male  and  female  teachers,  and  225  pupils.  One  of 
the  schools  is  very  weak  ; the  others  are  good.  The  convent,  though  poor  and 
but  a short  time  established,  is  everything  that  could  be  desired  as  regards  the 
teaching  and  the  arrangement.  The  secretary-treasurer’s  accounts  are  in  perfect 
order.  I distributed  ten  prizes. 

Saint  Laurent. — Here  there  are  9 schools,  an  academy  of  the  Brothers  of  St. 
Joseph,  a convent  of  the  Sisters  of  the  same  name,  six  elementary  schools  under 
the  control  of  the  commissioners,  and  an  elementary  school  under  tli6  dissentient 
trustees.  The  nine  Catholic  schools  have  a total  of  14  male  and  female  teachers 
and  339  pupils.  The  Protestant  school  has  a male  teacher  and  20  pupils.  In  this 
municipality  71  children  are  learning  compound  arithmetic,  36  read  well,  125 
read  very  well,  160  write,  167  write  in  French  orthographical  dictation,  75  pupils 
of  French  origin  learn  English,  47  are  learning  history,  47  geography,  and  40  are 
practising  literary  composition.  I distributed  eleven  prizes.  The  acndciny  of 
the  Brothers  and  the  convent  under  the  Sisters  are  distinguished  for  the  discipline 
and  application  of  the  pupils,  and  for  the  devotedness  of  the  teachers.  The 
commissioners’  school  make  but  little  progress,  and  will  haidly  improve  until 
the  school  sections  decide  on  erecting  good  school  houses.  I have  visited  the 
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dissentient  schools  for  the  last  three  years,  and  always  found  it  but  scantily 
attended,  and  making  but  litcle  progress.  This  results  from  changing  the  teacher 
every  year,  and  from  apathy  on  the  part  of  the  parents.  The  accounts  in  this 
municipality,  more  especially  those  of  the  commissioners,  are  well  kept. 

CITY  OF  MONTEEAL. 

In  the  city  of  Montreal  there  are  nine  schools  under  the  control  of  the 
Catholic  Board  of  commissioners ; they  have  a total  of  15  teachers  and  576  pupils. 
I distributed  20  premiums  in  each  of  these  schools ; the  convent  du  Bon  Pasteur 
no  longer  keeps  a school  under  the  control  of  the  Board.  The  English  division 
of  Mr.  Doran’s  school  is  excellent.  The  Providence  orphans  school  merit  the 
highest  praise.  The  following  is  a condensed  statement  of  the  schools  under  the 
control  of  the  Catholic  commissioners  in  Montreal : — Pupils  reading  well,  164; 
very  well,  269;  writing,  351 ; learning  simple  arithmetic,  167 ; compound  and 
mental  arithmetic,  170  ; the  English  language,  399 ; grammar  and  parsing, 
English,  203 ; the  French  language,  400  ; French  grammer  and  parsing,  182  ; 

_ writing  orthographically  from  dictation,  313;  history,  118;  geography,  183; 
literary  composition,  85.  To  these  must  be  added  the  46  pupils  of  the  Jacques 
Cartier  normal  school,  and  the  82  children  of  the  model  school  connected  there- 
with, and  the  independent  schools.  The  latter,  including  the  colleges  and  con- 
vents, number  32,  employ  70  professors,  masters  and  mistresses,  and  are  attended 
by  300  pupils 

COUNTY  OF  VAUDREUIL. 

Isle  Perrot. — Here  there  are  two  schools,  and  55  pupils ; I gave  prizes  in  the 
girls  school ; but  none  in  the  boy’s.  The  latter  is  very  badly  attended,  only 
eight  or  ten  children  attend  it,  and  even  these  with  but  little  regularity.  There 
are  no  villages  on  this  island ; the  population  is  scattered  all  over  its  surface. 
The  boys’  school  is  in  the  vicinity  of  the  church,  which,  contrary  to  what  is 
usually  the  case,  is  not  in  the  most  thickly  settled  portion  of  the  island. 

VaudreuiL — Here  there  are  nine  schools : seven  under  the  control  of  the 
commissioners,  and  two  under  the  dissentient  trustees.  The  convent  and  the 
other  six  Catholic  schools  have  six  teachers,  male  and  female,  and  333  pupils. 
The  two  dissentient  schools  have  a total  of  80  pupils.  I distributed  17  prizes  in 
the  Catholic  schools  ; one  of  them  is  very  much  inferior  to  the  other,  the  mistress 
who  conducted  it  has  just  sent  in  her  resignation.  The  other  schools  are  well 
kept.  Particularly  the  boy’s  school  under  Mr.  MofKitt,  a young  teacher  of  high 
merit,  and  the  girl’s  school  which  is  entrusted  to  the  Sisters  of  St.  Anne.  The  new 
Secretary-Treasurer,  Mr.  Valois,  has  distinguished  himself  by  his  zeal  in  collect- 
ing the  arrears  which  had  accumulated  under  his  predecessor  to  the  amount  of 
^500.  The  two  dissentient  schools  are  well  kept,  particularly  that  at  Pointe 
Cavagnole,  which  is  an  excellent  school.  I gave  two  prizes  in  each  of  them. 

Ste.  Marthe. — The  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  Mr.  Lalonde, 
has  displayed  great  zeal,  and  acting  under  this  directions,  the  Commissioners  did 
not  hesitate  to  remove  the  Secretary-treasurer  and  a female  teacher  for  neglect 
of  duty.  Here  there  are  four  schools,  five  masters  and  221  pupils.  The  village 
school  is  excellent.  There  is  also  a dissentient  school.  It  seems  to  me  that  there 
is  a great  deal  of  apathy  among  the  trustees  ; notwithstanding  I gave  notice  of 
my  visit,  I was  unable  to  meet  them,  or  to  see  their  accounts.  There  are  36 
pupils  in  their  school,  which  has  made  some  progress,  but  much  greater  progress 
might  and  should  have  been  made.  I gave  ten  prizes  in  this  municipality. 
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Rigaud, — There  is  a college  and  eight  elementary  schools  in  this  parish, 
with  a total  of  12  male  and  female  teachers,  and  330  pupils.  124  children  read 
pretty  well ; 83,  very  well ; 127  write  ; 64  study  English  ; 124  write  orthogra- 
phy from  dictation,  in  French ; 60  learn  history ; 69  geography ; 40  practice 
literary  composition ; at  the  college,  12  pupils  learn  Latin  ; 4,  the  belles  lettres, 
and  3 philosophy.  I distributed  2 1 prizes.  One  of  these  schools  has  been  tem- 
porally closed,  three  of  them  are  backward.  Two  of  the  teachers  are  to  be 
changed,  which  will  produce  a good  result.  The  other  schools  are  very  good. 
The  school  kept  by  Miss  Lagac6  is  deserving  of  honorable  mention.  The  indus- 
trial college  is  also  worthy  the  encouragement  of  the  government,  in  consider- 
ation of  the  list  of  matters  embraced  in  its  course  of  studies.  There  is  also  a 
dissentient  school  at  Pointe  Fortune  ; it  has  27  pupils.  In  the  discipline  of  this 
school,  there  appears  to  me  to  be  great  room  for  improvement. 

COUNTY  OF  SOULANOES. 

Soulanges, — Here  there  are  five  schools,  including  the  Convent,  seven  male 
and  female  teachers,  and  253  pupils.  I distributed  12  premiums  in  these  schools ; 
they  are  in  general,  good  ; however,  one  branch  of  education  is  but  little  culti- 
vated, it  is  grammar,  which  is  taught,  unfortunately,  to  47  children  only.  Among 
those  good  teachers  who  have  deserved  well  of  the  public,  I must  mention  Mr. 
Joassim,  who  has  taught  with  perseverance  and  success  during  the  last  30  years 
or  more.  The  accounts  are  admirably  kept. 

Coteau  du  Lac, — The  schools  are  well  kept,  and  the  accounts  are  in  good 
order  ; but  the  amount  of  arrears  due  is  still  too  great.  The  Kev.  Mr.  Brossard 
has  had  a large  building  constructed,  which  is  intended  to  be  used  as  an  academy 
for  boys.  There  are  now  four  schools  in  operation,  and  183  pupils.  I distributed 
11  prizes. 

St,  Zotique, — Here  there  are  three  schools,  and  144  pupils.  I distributed 
three  books  in  the  village  school,  and  none  in  the  others,  for  in  the  latter,  no 
person  appeared  to  me  to  have  merited  them.  The  accounts  are  correctly  kept ; 
but  the  arrears  amount  to  almost  ^£100. 

Coteau  Landing, — Here  there  are  but  two  schools,  one  under  the  control  of 
the  Commissioners,  and  the  other  under  the  protestant  dissentient  trustees ; in 
the  former,  there  are  25  pupils  ; in  the  latter,  64.  I gave  no  prizes  in  the  Com- 
missioner’s school.  In  the  dissentient,  which  I consider  one  of  the  best  in  my 
district,  I gave  three  prizes.  The  dissentients  spare  no  expense  in  matters  re- 
lating to  their  school ; and  they  impose  an  additional  assessment.  Their  accounts 
are  in  good  order,  and  there  are  no  arrears.  The  Commissioners  accounts  are 
not  so  well  kept,  and  there  are  large  arrears. 

St,  Folycarpe. — Here  there  are  nine  schools  ; eight  under  the  control  of  the 
catholic  Commissioners,  and  one  under  the  protestant  trustees.  There  are  382 
pupils  in  the  catholic  schools,  and  40  in  the  protestant  school.  The  first  are  in 
general,  excellent,  with  the  exception  of  one,  the  teacher  of  which  retires,  and 
in  which  I gave  no  prizes.  In  the  other  seven,  I gave  20  prizes,  I am  pleased 
with  the  choice  which  the  Commissioners  have  made  of  a judicious  and  active 
Secretary-treasurer  who  brings  in  the  arrears  which  have  been  accumulating  for 
a long  time.  I gave  three  prizes  in  the  dissentient  school,  which  is  pretty  well 
conducted ; but,  nevertheless,  it  is  inferior  to  what  it  was  last  year  under  the 
teacher  now  in  charge  of  the  dissentient  school  at  Coteau  Landing. 

St.  Clot, — I distributed  seven  prizes  in  this  parish,  which  has  four  schools, 
and  181  pupils.  Three  of  these  schools  are  somewhat  backward ; the  fourth, 
under  Miss  Valois  is  excellent.  The  accounts  are  in  very  good  order,  and  there 
are  no  arrears. 
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Condensed  Statistics  of  my  District  of  Inspection, 


County  of 
Hochelaga. 

City  of  Montreal 
(catholics)  and 
County  of 
Jacques-Cartier. 

County  of 
V audreuil. 

County  of 
Soulanges. 

Total. 

Number  of  houses  of  education 

and  schools 

30 

67 

27 

27 

151 

Number  of  professors  and 

male  and  female  teachers . . 

42 

124 

34 

29 

229 

Number  of^  pupils  reading 

pretty  well 

1603 

7732 

1000 

1282 

11717 

« <<  It  very  well. 

457 

2855 

344 

406 

4062 

“ “ “ able  to  write. 

539 

2230 

335 

387 

3491 

“ “ Learning  simple 

773 

Arithmetic 

2863 

490 

592 

4708 

Learning  comp’nd  arithmetic. 

449 

2476 

305 

345 

3575 

“ mental  arithmetic. 

361 

1582 

262 

332 

2537 

English  study 

578 

1963 

301 

198 

3040 

French  Grammar  and  pars- 

iug  

423 

2574 

279 

301 

3577 

Orthographical  dictation. . . . 

651 

3799 

420 

562 

5432 

History 

245 

1780 

157 

86 

2268 

Geography 

352 

1353 

258 

228 

2191 

Literary  composition 

101 

861 

65 

38 

1065 

Prizes  distributed 

52 

67 

55 

57 

233 

Extract  from  a report  of  Mr,  Inspector  Hubert. 


Thanks  to  the  firmness  shewn  by  the  department,  the  different  municipali- 
ties have  carried  out  the  law  and  your  instructions  with  far  greater  exactitude 
than  heretofore.  The  benefits  produced  by  our  schools  are  already  easily  detect- 
ed, even  by  the  most  superficial  passer-by.  Youngsters  able  to  read  and  write 
are  every  where  to  be  met  with ; the  minds  of  the  parents  are  frequently  occu- 
pied with  thoughts  of  regret  for  their  own  want  of  knowledge,  and  the  desire 
of  having  their  children  instructed. 

As  you  are  aware,  the  number  of  schools  and  of  pupils  in  attendance  has 
increased  pretty  largely  ; but  the  chief  augmentation  has  been  in  the  number  of 
good  schools  and  competent  teachers.  We  may,  therefore,  trust  that  with  time, 
the  obstacles  mentioned  in  my  preceding  reports,  and  which  are  daily  becoming 
weaker,  will  finally  disappear. 

I distributed  in  accordance  with  your  instructions,  the  books  which  you 
sent  me.  I gave  but  few  prizes  where  I found  little  progress.  I gave  none  in 
places  where  no  registers  were  kept,  in  accordance  with  your  directions,  and  also 
wherever  I considered  the  results  obtained  too  insignificent  to  merit  them. 

I made  it  my  chief  aim  to  reward  punctuality  and  application  among  the 
pupils.  All  are  agreed  that  the  distribution  of  these  excellent  books  will,  of 
itself,  be  productive  of  the  most  beneficial  results. 
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